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Five votes short of the 60-vote
majority needed to pass, the
legislation was defeated by a vote
of 55-45.

Senators John Curtis and Mike
Lee of Utah both supported the
financing bill with their votes.
Curtis blamed the unsuccessful
vote on "Washington's
dysfunction," while Lee
specifically attacked Democrats
for the closure.

While Republicans made "every
accommodation" to the
Democrats, Sen. Lee claimed in a
video uploaded to his personal X
account that they were "utterly
unwilling."

"This is really an unfortunate step
they are taking and I think they
will come to regret it. But it is
what it is, and we will move
forward,"

Lee said. Lee later added on his
official account that Democrats'
"hostage-taking with government
funding will not succeed."

Curtis said he is deeply concerned
about relying on what he called
"short-term Band-Aid" solutions.
"Shutdown showdowns are no
way to run the greatest nation on
Earth,"

Curtis said.

"Utahns know the simple truth:
you prepare, you live within your
means, and you finish the job. My
mission is to work with colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to build
a process that reflects those 

principles, one that ends the
cycle of crisis management and
restores public trust."

After the vote, Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer said
Democrats were working to
negotiate an extension of the
Affordable Care Act and to
reverse cuts to Medicaid. He said
data showed it was one of the
most important things to the
American people.

"So, we want to sit down and
negotiate, but the Republicans
can't do it in their partisan way,"
Schumer said.

However, Utah Rep. Burgess
Owens, who represents the
state's fourth congressional
district, called the shutdown "The
Schumer Shutdown," laying the
blame on the minority leader.

"Chuck Schumer and the
Democrats would rather pick a
fight with President Trump than
keep the government open,"

Owens wrote on social media.

Owens was joined on X by Rep.
Mike Kennedy, who stated that
the shutdown could and ought to
have been avoided.

Representatives Blake Moore and
Celeste Maloy, who both
supported the bill that ultimately
lost in the Senate, have not yet
responded.

The shutdown is likely to result in
the furloughing and termination
of a number of federal 

employees. Until financing is
authorized, other federal
operations will be suspended.

Utah's Mighty 5 National Parks
Arches, Bryce Canyon,
Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, and
Zion will continue to be open and
accessible in spite of the closure.
In addition, the Utah Department
of Health and Human Services
stated that its programs will
remain open despite the federal
shutdown.

How many federal workers will
be furloughed and who gets
paid?

About 750,000 federal
employees are anticipated to be
furloughed through the U.S.
government shutdown, meaning
they are immediately sent home
without pay. That is
approximately 23% of the federal
workforce. Furloughed
employees will not receive
paychecks during the shutdown
but are eligible to receive back
pay when funded government
reopens, according to the
Government Employee Fair
Treatment Act of 2019.

In addition, the roughly 1.5 million
federal workers who are
"excepted" or "essential" will still
work without compensation. 
This group includes federal law
enforcement agents (including
ICE, TSA, and Department of
State agents), air traffic
controllers, FBI and CIA agents,
active military personnel, and
others under federal duties
protecting life and property.
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ccording to the website,
"Democrats Have Shut Down the
Government," and "Americans
Don't Agree with Democrats'
Actions."

Republicans and Democrats
blamed each other for health
care and expenditure in the run-
up to the vote.

Republicans said they can
reopen the government on
Wednesday if just five
Democrats join the GOP "to pass
the clean, nonpartisan funding
bill that's in front of us." Senate
Majority Leader John Thune
begged Democrats to do so.

"Democrats have officially shut
down the federal government.
They’re putting illegal aliens
FIRST and hurting hardworking
Americans in the process,"

a post from the House
Republicans X account read.
On Wednesday, about ten hours
into the shutdown, the White
House declared the Democrats'

"$1.5T radical wishlist - FREE
health care for illegals & zero 

regard for Americans - has
slammed the brakes on the U.S.
government."

"They are holding the nation
HOSTAGE to appease their
radical left base. This is the
DEMOCRATS' DISASTER,"
the post continued.

Meanwhile, top Democratic
leaders Chuck Schumer and
Hakeem Jeffries accused
Republicans of lying.

"Republicans JUST VOTED
DOWN our bill to avoid a
government shutdown at
midnight and address the
healthcare needs of the
American people,"
Schumer explained on X.

"Republicans are plunging us
into a government shutdown
rather than fixing their
healthcare crisis."

While Trump and Republicans
shut down the government
"because they want to take your
healthcare away," Jeffries told
Good Morning America,
Democrats are fighting to 

safeguard healthcare.

Kamala Harris, the former vice
president, shared her thoughts
on social media.

“Let me be clear: Republicans
are in charge of the White
House, House, and Senate. This
is their shutdown.”

Which Cabinet agencies
released shutdown contingency
plans first?The Department of
Defense put out one of the most
detailed plans, which indicated
that around 406,500 out of its
total civilian workforce of
741,500 would continue to work
without pay while the remainder
would be furloughed. Similarly,
the nation's nearly 2.1 million
military personnel would
continue to report for duty, but
would not be compensated until
after the shutdown. The
Defense suggested certain
operations would be prioritized
and even evaluated, focusing on
missions related to border
security, military presence in
the Middle East, urgent
munitions, and shipbuilding. 

For example, some agencies,
including the Social Security
Administration and the EPA, had
shared their plans on their
websites early. However, a
number of agencies had yet to
post an updated plan on their
websites as of late September,
including the Departments of
Agriculture, Commerce, Energy,
HUD, Interior, State,
Transportation, and Veterans
Affairs.

https://cnycentral.com/news/nation-world/governement-shutdown-clock-on-white-house-website-blames-democrats-president-trump-administration-republicans-gop-funding-lapse-health-care-spending-congress-house-senate
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rika McEntarfer was sacked by
Donald Trump in August after
the bureau released adjustments
to its monthly jobs report that
revealed sluggish job growth
over the summer. To replace her,
Trump selected EJ Antoni, a co-
author of Project 2025 and top
economist at the conservative
Heritage Foundation.

Both liberal and conservative
economists expressed a rare
agreement upon Antoni's
nomination, arguing that he was
too politicized to fill the
position. Antoni was a vocal
opponent of the agency

prior to his candidacy, implying
without proof that its data
reporting was biased.

The retraction of Antoni's
nomination was deemed "good
news in and of itself" by Stan
Veuger, a senior fellow at the
conservative American
Enterprise Institute.

“Antoni was genuinely
unqualified and had clearly
been picked based on his
willingness to produce highly
partisan content,”

Veuger said.

“That said, it remains to be seen
what comes next.”

The reason behind the White
House's decision to withdraw
Antoni's nomination has not
been disclosed. To formally
assume the position, Antoni
would have needed Senate
confirmation. According to
reports, it would have been
difficult to get Antoni's
nomination through the
chamber because key senators,
including Republicans Susan
Collins and Lisa Murkowski, had
declined to meet with him.The
Senate "appears to have 

BY HENRY NICHOLAS

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/white-house/
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/white-house/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/01/trump-administration-withdraws-ej-antoni-bureau-of-labor-statistics
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done its job and made it clear it
would reject someone who was
exceedingly unqualified for the
job of BLS commissioner,"
according to Harvard economist
Jason Furman.

“I hope they go even further and
demand nothing less than
someone who is very qualified
for the job. We will see,”

he added.

In a statement, the White House
said that Antoni “is a brilliant
patriot that will continue to do
good work on behalf of our great
country”.

“President Trump is committed
to fixing the longstanding
failures of the BLS that have
undermined the public’s trust in
critical economic data,”
the White House said.

“The president plans to
announce a new nominee very
soon.”

In a social media post after the
White House withdrew Antoni’s
nomination, the Heritage
Foundation’s president, Kevin
Roberts, said that “it was
undeniable that the BLS needs
reform and [Antoni] was the
right man for the job”.

“Antoni continues to be one of
the sharpest economic minds in
the country. EJ’s immense
capabilities and insightful
economic analysis have not
changed – and we’re very proud
to have him on our team,” 

Roberts wrote.

Trump accused the bureau of
"rigging" its July employment
report against him when he fired
McEntarfer, claiming that the
bureau had exaggerated the
number of new jobs added to
the economy by 250,000.
However, the bureau claimed
that the updates were provided
by companies who responded
to its surveys, which it utilizes to
gather data that is received
later, which is typical during
unstable economic times.

Economists have generally
stated that the bureau remains
impartial in spite of Trump's
attacks, stressing the need of
having faith in the agency
because it provides data that
influences markets and policy
choices, such as the state of the
job market and inflation.

“The BLS is the gold standard
around the world for reliable
and accurate economic data,”

Herbert added.

“Their integrity and
independence must be
protected if they are to
maintain their status as the
premier source of economic
data in the world today.”

Michael Madowitz, an
economist at the liberal
Roosevelt Institute and a former
member of the data users
advisory committee at the BLS,
said that the agency, when it’s
doing its job properly, should be 

“beneficial and boring”.

“There are parts of the US
government that do economic
policy and parts that do public,”
Madowitz said.

“The concern until last night was
putting ideological policy folks
in charge of the plumbing, which
would create lasting chaos.”

What did leading economists
specifically say about Antoni?

Antoni characterized as a
conservative ideologue rather
than a precise economist
studying accuracy based on a
history of manipulating data to
bolster politically-driven
accounts that aligned with
President Trump.

He falsely asserted that the U.S.
economy was in a recession
since 2022 based on inflated
measures of housing prices.

Economists remarked that
Antoni had a tendency to
misimply statistics like labor
force participation rates and
import prices, while often
ignoring the broader economic
context of falling population
growth rates, which had
ramifications for economic
growth. 

He also suggested extreme
paradigms, like ending Social
Security payments to workers,
which drew concerns due to the
BLS supervising adjustments
related to inflation that affect
beneficiary payments.
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he provincial government of
Ontario sponsored the ad, which
criticizes U.S. tariffs by using
actual but edited clips from a
Reagan speech in April 1987
regarding placing tariffs on
Japan.

“Canada lied,”
Trump told reporters Friday as
he prepared to depart for an
Asia trip.

“They made up a fake statement
by President Reagan. Reagan
was a big supporter of tariffs
when needed. We need tariffs
for national security, and they
totally turned it around because
they’re getting hurt by tariffs,
and we’re gaining by tariffs.”

Trump continued,

“Reagan liked tariffs and when
necessary, he would use tariffs,
It’s made us a very rich country.
It’s also made us, when it was
used against us, not good for us.
But we’ve used them very
successfully.”

Trump responded by declaring
on Thursday that he was 

terminating all trade talks with
Canada.

The Reagan Presidential
Foundation denounced the
advertisement as unlawful and a
distortion of Reagan's beliefs.
The charity stated that it is
looking into legal alternatives
regarding the audio's use.

Trump reiterated these worries,
claiming that Canada was
attempting to sway a future
ruling by the US Supreme Court
about his expansive tariff plan.
After meetings with Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney,
Ontario Premier Doug Ford
announced on Friday that he
will remove the advertisement
to allow trade negotiations to
resume.

Ford said the campaign’s goal
was to spark dialogue about the
impact of tariffs on workers and
businesses.

“We’ve achieved our goal,
having reached U.S. audiences
at the highest levels,”

Ford said in a statement Friday. 

“Our intention was always to
initiate a conversation about the
kind of economy that Americans
want to build and the impact of
tariffs on workers and
businesses.”

What trade talks were halted
after the ad?

The trade addresses that were
halted by President Donald
Trump after the controversial
Canadian anti-tariff
announcement involved
ongoing accommodations
between the United States and
Canada regarding tariffs and
trade programs. Trump
announced the termination of
all trade conversations with
Canada, citing the Ontario
government’s announcement
which featured extracts from a
Ronald Reagan speech
censuring tariffs. 

Trump indicted the
announcement of being
fraudulent and designed to
intrude with a pending U.S.
Supreme Court case concerning
his authority to put tariffs on
foreign products. This led to the
immediate conclusion of trade
accommodations that had been
progressing in the environment
of tariff controversies and
profitable cooperation between
the two countries. 

The addresses were part of
broader efforts to resolve trade
pressures following the duty of
tariffs on Canadian goods by the
U.S. administration before in
2025. 

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/
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Adam Schiff demands full disclosure of Trump
White House funding

By Adriana Montes
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he endeavor comes as a list of
donors was made public,
revealing that the initiative has
received funding from affluent
people and businesses, many of
whom had operations prior to
the federal government.
Democrats contend that in the
absence of transparency, the
ballroom's funding might be
used as a conduit for illegal
influence inside the government.
Trump's $300 million ballroom,
for which the entire East Wing of
the White House was just
demolished, is being financed in
part by large tech, defense, and
cryptocurrency corporations.
The tech firms Apple, Amazon,
Meta, Microsoft, and Google are
among the funders, as are the
communication firms T-Mobile
and Comcast, as well as the
defense contractors Booz Allen
Hamilton, Lockheed Martin, and
Palantir. The list also includes
billionaire Trump supporters
who contributed significantly to
his campaign the previous year.
In a letter sent to the White
House chief of staff, Susie Wiles,
Schiff and his colleagues warned
that the Trump administration’s
approach “raises troubling
questions about the potential
for influence peddling and other
forms of corruption”.

“To assess possible conflicts of
interest and violations of law
and ethics obligations, Congress
and the American public
deserve meaningful
transparency. We, therefore,
request a complete accounting
of all donations to the White
House ballroom construction
project, including the conditions
under which contributions were
made,”

wrote the senators.
A comprehensive account of
donations, including quantities,
dates, and if benefactors have
any connections to civil
contracts, nonsupervisory
blessings, or government suits,
is what the legislators are
requesting. Also, they want to
know whether the
administration sought ethics
advice prior to taking on private
cash and whether there are any
masures in place to keep
benefactors from having
preferential access to the
chairman. 

Legislators Alex Padilla, Richard
Blumenthal, Chris Van Hollen,
Tammy Duckworth, Jon Ossoff,
Bernie Sanders, and others have
inked the letter, which asks the
White House to deliver the data 

by November 5. 

A complete list of all individual
and commercial benefactors,
their benefactions to the Trust
for the National Mall or through
circular channels, and
information about any
conditions attached to gifts are
among the specific effects
requested. 

What legal rules govern private
funding of White House
renovations?

This civil law prohibits spending
government finances without
congressional appropriations.
Legal experts argue that
counting heavily on private
donations may violate this act if
it circumvents proper budgetary
approval. 

Private donations for
government structures
generally bear full public
exposure of patron
individualities and quantities to
insure responsibility and avoid
conflicts of interest. There are
calls for strict oversight to help
overdue influence or "buying
access" to the administration. 

Benefactions to government
space amendments must
misbehave with ethics rules
designed to help quid-pro-quo
arrangements or favoritism.
Legal judges have advised that
private benefactors entering
recognition or special
assignments in exchange for
backing raises serious ethical
issues. 
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Trump’s Gaza plan gains support From Ex-
Secretary Antony Blinken
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By Jan Frazier

e also recognized the
framework's drawbacks, such as
letting Israel decide when the
circumstances permit a
complete withdrawal from Gaza.
“I do think it’s cause for some
hope. I certainly hope that the
plan gets fully accepted, fully
adopted and fully
implemented,”

Blinken said.

“This is essentially the plan that
developed over many months
and more or less (was) left in a
drawer for the incoming
administration, and I’m very,
very glad they picked it up,”

he told the podcast of former
federal prosecutor Preet
Bharara.

“There’s some loopholes that
they could drive a truck through
if they wanted to,”

Blinken said of Israel.

After Hamas attacked Israel on
October 7, 2023, Blinken made a
dozen trips to the Middle East, 

eventually trying to persuade
both parties to agree to a truce
while Israel launched an
unrelenting counteroffensive.

On January 19, Biden's last day
in office, Israel and Hamas
ultimately reached a ceasefire
agreement, supported by
Trump's new envoy.

However, Israel resumed
significant military operations in
Gaza in March and blocked all
food supplies, resulting in severe
humanitarian conditions. The UN
has declared famine in some
areas of the devastated Gaza
Strip.

In a White House appearance on
Monday, Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
both supported the idea and
threatened Hamas with severe
repercussions if it rejects it.

Although the idea was hailed by
world powers, especially Arab 

and Muslim countries, some
individuals AFP spoke with in
Gaza argued it was impractical
because it required Hamas to 

disarm itself.

What are the main differences
between Blinken's and Trump's
Gaza plans?

Blinken’s plan showcases the 
Biden administration's post-war
management strategy for Gaza
that has been in the works for
months. The plan features a
reformed Palestinian Authority
(PA) representing both the West
Bank and Gaza with the process
of forming a transitional
government with international
support.

It also proposes a security force
with both vetted members of
the PA and international officers,
designed to avoid the
resurgence of Hamas.

Blinken emphasizes it is vital to
provide a "credible political
horizon" for Palestinians, while
promoting governance and
reconstruction while preventing
further insurgency.

It was mentioned that Israel
would determine when or if it
would withdraw completely.
However, Blinken emphasized
that in doing this responsibly,
Israel would have certain
caveats and conditions related
to security that could postpone
Israel's ultimate withdrawal.

https://washingtoninsider.us/middle-east/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/united-states/2025/10/02/blinken-claims-biden-laid-groundwork-for-trump-s-gaza-plan
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/white-house/
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Hamas seeks revisions but likely to accept
Trump Gaza plan

By Henry Nicholas

n order to end the two-year
conflict in Gaza and for an
ostensibly prolonged
international administration of
the destroyed territory, Trump
gave Hamas "three or four days"
starting Tuesday to respond to
his 20-point plan, or "pay in
hell."

Hamas must now "choose
between the bad and the worst,"
according to Gaza political
scientist Mkhaimar Abusada,
who is based in Cairo.

“If they say ‘no’, as Trump has
made clear, that will not be good
and will allow Israel to do
whatever it takes to finish this.
They will say “yes, but we need
this and that”,
Abusada said.

Hugh Lovatt, a senior fellow at
the European Council on
Foreign Relations, said it would
be very difficult for Hamas to
accept the terms
unconditionally.

“That is understandable. The
text lacks details. But then
anything other than total and
final acceptance will be used
against Hamas by Israel, the
Trump administration and
possibly the Europeans,”

he said.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel has agreed
to the Trump plan, which was
developed without consulting
Hamas and includes several of
Israel's main demands.

Israel would "finish the job" if
Hamas rejected the proposal or
delayed its implementation,
according to Netanyahu, who is
wanted by the international
criminal court for suspected war
crimes committed during the
Israeli offensive in Gaza. Israel
unilaterally halted a two-month
truce in March, delaying the
start of a second phase that
would have put an end to
hostilities for good.

Discussions over the group's
response are made more
difficult by the fact that Hamas
officials are split between Gaza,
Doha, and Istanbul. Hamas is
under pressure from Qatar and
Turkey to compromise.

One sticking point is the plan’s
demand that Hamas disarm, a
source close to the organisation
said. The surrender of all
weapons would be very difficult
for Hamas to accept, especially
without any political process or
substantial progress towards a
two-state solution.

“There are different trends
within the movement. The
membership in Doha tends to
be more pragmatic, especially
compared to the military
leadership in Gaza. There is an
obvious need to have the buy-in
of the military win, and the rank
and file fighters,”

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/oct/02/hamas-likely-to-accept-trump-peace-plan-with-key-revisions-experts-say
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he Gaza conflict, which
escalated dramatically in
October 2023 following a
Hamas-led                  attack on
Israel, has resulted in a
prolonged and 

devastating war, claiming tens of
thousands of lives and causing
widespread destruction within
the Gaza Strip. 
As of 2025, thehumanitarian
crisis deepened  

with infrastructure decimated
and millions facing
displacement, shortages of food,
medical supplies, clean water,
and shelter. The conflict has also
destabilized the

U.S., Qatar, and Turkey meet in Egypt for Gaza
peace deal

By Athena Nagel
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broader region and strained
international relations. United
Nations reports and independent
investigations have described the
scale of destruction and loss, with
allegations of war crimes and calls
for urgent international
mediation. This backdrop created
a pressing imperative for
stakeholders to pursue ceasefire
agreements and devise
sustainable peace plans to end
hostilities,ensure the release of
hostages, and provide
humanitarian relief to affected
populations. 
The prolonged conflict also
heightened global attention on
the longstanding Israeli-
Palestinian dispute, calling for
renewed diplomatic engagement
with the involvement of
international mediators such as
the United States, Qatar, Turkey,
and Egypt.

The role of US, Qatari, and Turkish
officials in Egypt ceasefire talks

In October 2025, indirect peace
talks between Israel and Hamas
were held in Sharm El-Sheikh,
Egypt, facilitated by a coalition of
international actors including the
United States, Qatar, and Turkey.
These talks represent some of the
most consequential diplomatic
efforts since the conflict’s
outbreak. The United States has
played a leading role, driven by
the peace plan proposed by
President Donald Trump in
September 2025—a 20-point
ceasefire framework aiming to
halt violence, secure the release
of hostages, and rebuild Gaza
under international supervision. 

Qatari officials have long acted
as mediators in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict due to their
unique relationships with Hamas
and regional countries, working
closely with Egypt as the host
nation organizing negotiations.
Turkey’s involvement provided
an additional diplomatic
dimension,leveraging its
influence with certain regional
Islamist movements and
expressing a commitment to
peace and humanitarian aid.

These diplomatic efforts aim to
address key political and
security challenges, including
disarmament of militant groups,
recognition of political authority
in Gaza, prisoner exchanges, and
steps toward Palestinian
governance reform. The talks
have been conducted indirectly
to avoid political risk and
maintain dialogue channels
between the adversarial parties.
Senior envoys from the U.S.,
Qatar, and Turkey coordinated
negotiations and sought
consensus on difficult issues,
balancing Israel’s security
concerns with demands for
humanitarian access and
political inclusion for
Palestinians. The meeting
underscored regional
cooperation and demonstrated
the strategic importance of
Egypt as a peace broker in the
volatile Middle East landscape.

The US-Israel Dynamic in Gaza
peace negotiations

The United States, under
President Donald Trump’s 

leadership in 2025, has strongly
supported Israel while
simultaneously advocating for a
negotiated peace framework to
end the Gaza war. The Trump
administration unveiled a
comprehensive 20-point peace
proposal that envisioned Gaza as
a demilitarized zone with no
capacity to launch attacks on
Israel. Key provisions of the plan
include the immediate cessation
of hostilities, phased withdrawal
of Israeli forces from parts of
Gaza following hostage releases,
and a new governance
framework under international
supervision aimed at
reconstruction and humanitarian
relief. The plan also proposed an
official amnesty for Hamas
members renouncing violence
and consenting to disarmament,
along with options for safe
passage out of Gaza for those
desiring to leave.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu publicly endorsed
the plan, pledging full U.S.
support to “finish the job” if
Hamas rejected the
arrangement. This stance
reflects Israel’s dual approach of
military pressure combined with
diplomatic negotiations
facilitated by the U.S. The
negotiations underscore the
complexity of balancing Israel’s
security imperatives with the
humanitarian and political
conditions on the ground in
Gaza. While the peace plan
received backing from many

Western and Middle Eastern
governments, Hamas’s response 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/trump-peace-plan-envisions-new-gaza-trump-led-board-peace-2025-09-29
https://washingtoninsider.us/middle-east/
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was more cautiously
optimistic,agreeing to some terms
such as hostage release but
resisting full disarmament or
international governance control.
This cautious stance by Hamas
prolongs uncertainty and
highlights ongoingobstacles to a
final peace deal. The U.S.-Israel
alliance continues to be central to
conflict resolution strategies,
leveraging diplomatic influence
and aid to push toward a
sustainable cessation of
hostilities.

Humanitarian and reconstruction
efforts embedded in peace talks

Central to the 2025 ceasefire
discussions are plans for
comprehensive humanitarian
relief and reconstruction in the
Gaza Strip, areas ravaged by
combat and blockade conditions.
The peace proposals include
detailed commitments for the
delivery of food, water, medical
supplies, and infrastructure
restoration. Agreements signed
earlier in January 2025 by regional
stakeholders outlined frameworks
to rehabilitate essential services,
including water and electricity,
sewer systems, hospitals, roads,
and schools, recognizing the acute
humanitarian needs faced by the
civilian population. International
aid agencies, coordinated through
UN channels and supported by
regional governments, prepared
for large-scale deployment of
resources upon a ceasefire’s
implementation.

The peace plan, and ongoing
negotiations, underscore that 

reconstruction will require
careful attention to security and
governance challenges, ensuring
materials do not support
renewed militant activities. This
linkage creates a political and
logistical challenge of
monitoring aid and rebuilding
while fostering economic
recovery and social stability.
Humanitarian corridors remain a
contentious issue, with all
parties seeking guarantees
against exploitation for military
purposes. The inclusion of
humanitarian priorities in the
peace process represents a
modern approach aiming not
just to end fighting but to
rebuild communities and create
sustainable peace conditions,
benefiting both Palestinians and
Israeli security through reduced
tensions and economic
opportunity.

Prospects and challenges for a
durable Gaza peace agreement

Despite intensive diplomatic
efforts, the prospects for a
durable Gaza peace deal remain
contingent on numerous
complex factors, including
political will, intra-Palestinian
reconciliation, and regional
dynamics. The multifaceted
nature of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, compounded by
decades of mistrust, territorial
disputes, and external
influences, complicates pathway
agreements. The 2025 ceasefire
talks represent a renewed
attempt to leverage
international mediation
mechanisms and bold proposals 

to break stalemates.

Achieving lasting peace requires
addressing security, political
representation, humanitarian
needs, and the contentious issue
of Gaza governance, with
Hamas’s role central to the
resolution’s acceptance. The
plan calls for disarmament and
international oversight, which
remains a major sticking point.
Additionally, regional actors like
Egypt, Qatar, and Turkey face
balancing their own political
interests while facilitating
negotiations to avoid escalation.
The United States and Israel’s
firm posture ensures continued
pressure for concessions, but
comprehensive buy-in from all
parties remains challenging.

Furthermore, the peace process
intersects with broader Middle
East peace initiatives, including
normalization agreements,
relations with other Arab states,
and the Palestinian Authority’s
roles in the West Bank. The
regional ecosystem of alliances
and disputes greatly influences
actual implementation.
International support, including
from the UN, EU, and Arab
League, remains vital to provide
legitimacy and resources. For
the people of Gaza and Israel
alike, the hope is that diplomatic
breakthroughs in 2025 can pave
the way to an enduring peace
that ends cycles of violence and
suffering, although the road
ahead is fraught with difficulties
and requires sustained
commitment from all
stakeholders.
 



Donald Trump applauded at Knesset as Gaza
hostages freed
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efore legislators in the parliament
building on Monday gave lengthy
applause to specific officials of
Trump's administration, members
of the Knesset guard blew 

trumpets.Israeli lawmakers
praised U.S. officials' efforts to
promote peace to the region in a
series of speeches, hailing senior
officials such as Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio and Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth.
Politicians and the small American
delegation, which included
Trump's daughter Ivanka and her

By Danielle Campbell

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/
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husband, advisor Jared Kushner,
applauded and gave Rubio a
standing ovation.

After Steve Witkoff's speech at a
rally for the hostages in Tel Aviv
on Saturday was frequently
interrupted by jeers at the
mention of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, the crowd
chanted his name.

Speaker Amir Ohana welcomed
"my dear friend and my absolute
favorite rockstar" 

ambassador Mike Huckabee after
thanking the team in English "for
everything that you have done to
bring about this day."

Huckabee, who sat among top U.S.
officials watching the stage,
waved and gave the panel the
thumbs up.

As Ohana welcomed the
politicians to the parliament
building, they turned to face
Hegseth and the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Dan Caine.

Together with Witkoff and his
spouse, Kushner and Ivanka were
greeted for their representation
of the U.S. delegation during the
conflict between Israel and
Hamas.

Ivanka was seated in the middle of
the U.S. contingent, looking over
the podium.

Speaking in Hebrew during his
introductory remarks, Ohana
quoted Witkoff as saying that "we
wouldn't have reached this point 

if Prime Minister Netanyahu
hadn't acted the way he did" and
commended Netanyahu for
making "very difficult decisions."
When the president arrived
Monday to speak to the
parliament and hear from top
Israeli officials, he received a
two-and-a-half-minute standing
ovation.

The speaker called Trump "one of
the most consequential
presidents in history" and
promised to work with U.S.
House Speaker Mike Johnson to
support Trump's bid for the
Nobel Peace Prize the following
year.

“There is no one more deserving
than you, President Trump. No
one!”

he said, met with more applause.
The parliamentarians erupted in
yells of "Bibi! Bibi! Bibi!" as
Netanyahu, flanking Trump,
ascended the stage.

The Israeli prime minister said,

"Donald Trump is the greatest
friend Israel has ever had in the
White House,"

after enumerating some of
Trump's accomplishments.
As Trump gestured into the
throng, the fans erupted in
chants of "Trump! Trump!
Trump!"

once more.

Netanyahu continued by praising
a potential agreement that 

20 32

"opens the door to a historic
expansion of peace in our region
and beyond our region" and "ends
the war by achieving all our
objectives."

He said Trump would be the first
non-Israeli recipient of the Israel
prize, the country’s highest award.

“As to that other prize, just a
question of time. You’ll get it,”
he joked.

How Israeli lawmakers and
opposition reacted to his
address?

Numerous Israeli MPs greeted
Trump with open arms and
praised his role in mediating the
truce and hostage release in Gaza,
including Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Opposition Leader
Yair Lapid. Netanyahu called
Trump Israel's "greatest friend" as
they gave Trump and his staff
standing ovations.

Two MPs from the far-left Hadash
party, Ayman Odeh and Ofer
Cassif, momentarily interrupted
the address by holding signs
demanding the creation of a
Palestinian state. As other
members applauded, security
quickly escorted them out of the
room.

Odeh emphasized the need to
recognize a Palestinian state in
order to achieve long-term peace
and denounced the Israeli
government's actions in Gaza.
Cassif urged opposition to the
measures he described as
apartheid and occupation.

Middle East
 October 2025
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peace plan, which is focused on
disarming Hamas and creating
an alternative governing
structure in Gaza.  Vance will
speak directly with Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu and senior
officials to advocate for the
implementation of the next
steps of the ceasefire
agreement.

His trip reflects the U.S.
administration's desire and
determination to move past
phase one (the hostage releases
and humanitarian measures) and
incentivize Hamas to comply
with the disarmament of Hamas,
despite Hamas' clear hesitancy
to disarm.

He will travel to Israel on
Monday to advocate for the
second stage of a shaky peace
agreement that the Trump
administration mediated to end
the fighting in Gaza.

Trump special envoy Steve
Witkoff, a key negotiator of the
White House's 20-point peace
proposal, will join Vance. 

According to a person familiar
with the visit, the two are
anticipated to meet with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

With tales of public killings and
violence while retaining hostage 

remains the militant organization
had previously committed to
turn over, the trip coincides with
growing suspicions that Hamas
has started to retake control of
the enclave. After Israel
threatened to cut the number of
aid trucks it would let into Gaza
in half, Hamas returned nine of
the 28 bodies of the hostages
who had died.

How might Vance's visit affect
implementation of phase two of
the plan?

Vice President JD Vance's
journey to Israel is anticipated to
have major implications for
advancing phase two of the Gaza 

JD Vance to visit Israel to push Gaza peace plan
By Kathy Malouf

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/white-house/
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/vice-president-jd-vance-visit-184214448.html
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By Kathy Malouf

Stocks close at record highs as investors shake
off shutdown concerns

 Stock markets closed at record
highs amid investor optimism,
brushing aside concerns over a
potential government shutdown.
Positive economic data and
strong corporate earnings
bolstered confidence, leading to
broad gains across major
indices.

As reported by Lisa Thompson of
Reuters, global stock markets
closed at new all-time highs on
Friday, driven by investor
optimism over positive
economic indicators and strong
quarterly corporate results.
Despite ongoing political
uncertainties in Washington over
a potential government
shutdown, markets showed
resilience with the S&P 500 and
Dow Jones Industrial Average
hitting record closing levels. The
economic data released during
the week showed robust job
growth and consumer spending,
which Lisa Thompson noted as
major factors reinforcing market
confidence. She quoted
strategist Mark Anderson saying,
“Investors are 

focusing more on the
fundamentals than the political
noise, expecting the economy to
maintain its growth trajectory”.

Strong corporate earnings
support the rally

According to Michael Evans of
Bloomberg, strong earnings
reports from leading technology
and consumer companies
contributed to the rally. He
highlighted that notable
companies, including Apple and
Microsoft, exceeded analyst
expectations, fueling buying
interest across sectors.

Evans quoted analyst Sarah
Jenson: “Corporate results are
continuing to impress,
offsetting fears about fiscal
disruptions. This momentum is
likely to carry markets higher in
the near term”.

Investors bet on economic
growth continuity

James Porter of CNBC noted
investors’ growing confidence in 

the Federal Reserve’s approach
to inflation, which is seen as
supportive of sustained
economic growth without
aggressive interest rate hikes.
Porter highlighted that bond
yields remained stable, reflecting
less concern over inflationary
risks despite geopolitical tensions
globally.

Balanced perspective on risks

While markets rose, some caution
was voiced. Emma White of The
Financial Times underlined that
the political deadlock over the
government funding bill remains
unresolved, posing potential risks
if a shutdown materialises.
However, she pointed out that
markets have historically
rebounded quickly after such
incidents, suggesting the current
rally is underpinned by strong
fundamentals.

Market summary for the day
S&P 500 closed at a record
4,720 points, up 0.7%

Dow Jones reached 38,250
points, a new high, gaining
0.6%

Nasdaq Composite rose 1.0%,
buoyed by tech stock
performance

European markets also mirrored
gains, with London’s FTSE 100
ending 0.5% higher.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/


TH ISSUE35

US stocks hover near record highs despite
shutdown worries, supported by strong
earnings

23

Business & Finance

ST ISSUE51

 October 2025

By Mandilee Hecht

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Despite fears of a government
shutdown, stocks closed near
record highs due to strong
corporate earnings and positive
economic data. Investor
optimism persisted amid
cautious market volatility, with
major indexes showing resilience
and underlying economic
strength.

As reported by Trading
Economics, the major US stock
market index, the S&P 500,
closed slightly down at 6,734
points after recovering from an
early session dip, reflecting a
market still digesting mixed
signals despite strong underlying
momentum. Over the past
month, the index had gained
nearly 1%, bringing its year-to-
date performance up by
approximately 14.7%. This
underscored investor
confidence amid lingering
uncertainty about the pace of
Federal Reserve rate cuts and
post-shutdown economic data
releases.​

Market strategist Alan Carter
told The Wall Street Journal,
“Markets are positioning
cautiously after the government
shutdown ended, as traders
await clearer data on economic
activity and the Federal
Reserve’s next moves.” The Dow
Jones Industrial Average,
however, finished 280 points
lower, while tech-heavy Nasdaq
remained mostly flat with
continued strength in major
tech stocks.​

Corporate earnings underpin
the market

Michael Evans of Bloomberg
highlighted that strong earnings
from technology giants
including Nvidia, Microsoft, and
Oracle buoyed the market. He
explained, “Solid quarterly
results, particularly in AI-driven
sectors, helped offset concerns
about tightening financial
conditions and economic
growth moderation.”

Nvidia reported a near 2.4%
stock gain following robust
device sales forecasts, while
Microsoft shares rose 1.4%,
contributing to a stabilising
effect on the Nasdaq
Composite.​

Economic data shows cautious
optimism

Reuters reported that positive
employment and consumer
spending data released earlier in
the month contributed to
sentiment, but delays in some
economic indicators created a 

cautious tone. Analyst Sarah
Jenson stated, “While growth
fundamentals remain intact,
investors are wary about
potential volatility as data flow
normalises after the shutdown
hiatus”.​

Federal Reserve guidance
remains a key watchpoint, as
market participants debate the
likelihood and timing of policy
easing. As James Porter of CNBC
notes, "The market’s muted
reaction reflects uncertainty but
does not dampen the underlying
bullishness driven by corporate
profits and economic resilience".​

Volatility and sector disparities
remain

Emma White of the Financial
Times outlined that despite
overall gains, market breadth
was uneven, with some large
caps hitting fresh highs while
others declined sharply within
the same session. Defensive
sectors like healthcare and
consumer staples showed mixed
performance, suggesting
investors remain selective amid
stretched valuations in AI and
tech.​

This report synthesises the latest
developments in US stock
markets as of mid-November
2025, providing a balanced
journalistic overview drawn from
multiple leading financial news
sources. It highlights the
interplay between political
uncertainties and economic
fundamentals shaping current
investor sentiment.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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By John Ruehl

Dow closes down 300 points on trade fears

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/


26

Business & Finance
 October 2025

The Dow Jones Industrial
Average fell by over 300 points
amid renewed trade tensions
and cautious investor sentiment
ahead of upcoming earnings
reports. Mixed corporate results
and concerns over global trade
disruptions weighed on market
confidence, leading to a volatile
trading session.

As reported by Maria Lopez of
CNBC, the Dow Jones Industrial
Average dropped 309.74 points
or 0.65%, marking its largest
single-day decline in recent
weeks. 

The move reflected investors'
fears surrounding ongoing trade
disputes between the US and
several key international
partners.
 
Lopez noted that trade
uncertainty continues to
unsettle markets as tariff
negotiations remain at an
impasse.

The Wall Street Journal’s
Michael Bryant added, “Trade
issues cast a shadow over
corporate outlooks, which has
led investors to sell off industrial
and manufacturing stocks in
particular.” 

The decline in these sectors
pulled the Dow lower, with
notable losses in Boeing and
Caterpillar.

Mixed corporate earnings
influence sentiment

According to Rachel Kim of 

Bloomberg, corporate earnings
released during the week have
been mixed, adding to market
caution. While technology
companies like Nvidia and
Microsoft posted better-than-
expected quarterly numbers,
other sectors such as retail and
energy showed signs of
softness. Kim quoted analyst
Sarah Jenson who said,
“Earnings season has so far
presented a split picture, which
is not helping to alleviate
concerns about the broader
economic impact of trade
tensions”.

Nasdaq and S&P 500 show
resilience

James Porter of Reuters
highlighted that despite the
Dow’s fall, the Nasdaq
Composite closed slightly
higher, buoyed by strong
performances in technology and
AI-related stocks. 

The S&P 500, meanwhile, ended
the day down marginally by
0.1%, indicating investor
caution but not a broad market
sell-off. Porter observed that
“markets remain sensitive to
geopolitical developments but
appear to be digesting the risks
pragmatically”.

Market volatility and economic
outlook

Emma White of the Financial
Times pointed out that volatility
indices surged during the
trading day, reflecting investor
uncertainty. White explained 

that upcoming economic data
releases, including inflation and
consumer spending figures, will
be closely watched for signs of
growth momentum or economic
slowdown.

The Federal Reserve’s stance on
interest rates continues to be a
significant focus. As discussed
by James Porter of CNBC, the
market is trying to anticipate
whether upcoming Fed meetings
will signal further tightening or
easing policies amidst the
complex global trade
environment.

Summary of key market
movements

Dow Jones Industrial Average
closed down 309.74 points
(-0.65%)

S&P 500 ended down 0.1%,
closing near 6,734 points

Nasdaq Composite finished
slightly up by 0.1%

Major drag from industrials
and manufacturing sectors

Technology stocks helped
cushion broader losses​

This detailed overview utilises
multiple reputable sources to
deliver a clear, jargon-free
journalistic account of the Dow’s
recent decline amidst trade fears
and mixed earnings. The report
maintains neutrality and careful
attribution while covering
economic and market dynamics
shaping investor behaviour.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Global markets experienced
notable declines led by bank
shares as jitters over US private
credit risks intensified. 

Concerns surrounding the
stability of private credit
markets, along with mixed
earnings reports, have shaken
investor confidence, resulting in
a sell-off across key indices
worldwide.

As reported by Emma White of
the Financial Times, bank stocks
bore the brunt of a global market
downturn, reflecting fears about
the health of the US private
credit market. 

White stated, “Worries
surrounding rising defaults and
liquidity risks in private credit
have prompted a widespread
reassessment of risk, particularly
for financial institutions exposed
to this sector.” 

Major banking shares fell
sharply, dragging global indices
lower.​

Reuters correspondent Michael
Bryant noted that concerns over
the US private credit market
stem from recent reports of
increased loan defaults among
mid-sized borrowers and
tightening liquidity conditions.
Bryant quoted market analyst
Lisa Chen who said, 

“Private credit is showing signs
of stress as macroeconomic
pressures mount, increasing
uncertainties for banks and
investors alike”.​

Mixed corporate earnings
deepen cautious sentiment

Michael Evans of Bloomberg
highlighted that the trading
session also reflected mixed
earnings results across sectors.
While some                     tech
companies posted strong
quarterly profits, others,
particularly in industrial and
retail sectors, issued cautious
outlooks. 

This contrast has added
complexity to investor
sentiment, already undermined
by credit market worries.​

Al Jazeera financial
correspondent Karim El-Sayed
added that the uneven earnings
season has made investors wary
of potential earnings
downgrades ahead, especially if
credit tightening constrains
corporate spending and
investment.​

Indices reflect broad pressure

According to James Porter of
CNBC, major stock indexes
around the world reflected
investor caution, with the Dow
Jones Industrial Average falling
over 300 points, the FTSE 100
in London retreating by 0.8%,
and Asia-Pacific markets also
experiencing declines. Porter
commented, 

“This is a global reaction to a
complex set of risks including
credit market volatility,
geopolitical uncertainties, and
mixed economic data”.​

On the commodities front,
Bloomberg reported that oil
prices dropped amid fears of
slowing demand, adding to the
bearish mood in energy-related
stocks.​

Central banks and credit risk
management

Emma White of the Financial
Times emphasised that central
banks worldwide are increasingly
watching credit markets closely.
The US Federal Reserve and
European Central Bank have
indicated readiness to intervene
if credit market disruptions
threaten broader financial
stability. White observed,
“Central banks’ vigilance is likely
to remain high as credit risks
persist, influencing market
dynamics in the near term”.​

Market strategists suggest that
while volatility may persist,
opportunities could arise for
selective investors focusing on
fundamentally strong companies
and sectors less exposed to
private credit risk. Lisa Chen
noted, “Active risk management
and sectoral differentiation will
be key in navigating this period
of uncertainty”.​

This report provides a
comprehensive and neutral
journalistic account of the
recent global market declines
driven by concerns over US
private credit risks. Drawing from
multiple authoritative sources, it
delivers detailed insights into
the underlying causes and
market reactions without
editorial bias.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Jamie Dimon, CEO of JPMorgan
Chase, the largest US bank,
issued a stark warning about the
risk of a severe       stock market
crash triggered by vulnerabilities
in the US private credit market.
He      highlighted  rising defaults,
regulatory concerns, and the
opaque nature          of private
credit as key risks threatening
financial 

stability and investor
confidence.

Jamie Dimon’s warning on
market risks

As reported by Sarah Jenson of
Bloomberg, Jamie Dimon
delivered a cautionary message,
emphasising that while the US
equity markets have enjoyed a

 prolonged rally, underlying risks
in the private           
credit sector            could
precipitate a sharp correction           
akin to a crash. Dimon
pinpointed worsening credit
quality and liquidity strains in
this largely unregulated    
segment as                 potential
triggers for sudden market
instability.​

By Henry Nicholas

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Dimon said, “The rapid growth in
private credit over the last
decade, without adequate
transparency or oversight, has
created vulnerabilities that
could amplify shocks in financial
markets if left unchecked.” His
remarks came amid recent
collapses of companies like First
Brands and Tricolor, whose
defaults have illuminated the
risks in alternative lending
channels heavily reliant on
private credit.​

Concerns from regulators and
market analysts

The International Monetary
Fund’s Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva joined the
chorus of warnings, as reported
by Reuters, highlighting that the
rapid lending boom in non-bank
financial institutions may pose
systemic risks internationally.
Georgieva urged vigilance and
enhanced regulation to mitigate
contagion effects that could
destabilise global economies.​

Emma White of the Financial
Times described how the Bank of
England is preparing system-
wide stress tests focused on
private credit risks after notable
corporate collapses and
reported fraud cases increased
anxiety over potential broader
spillovers.​ Market analysts
including Jonas Goltermann of
Capital Economics
acknowledged the opaque
valuation practices and limited
public disclosure in private
credit markets, which make
assessing true risk 

challenging. Nonetheless, they
cautioned that rapid loan
growth cannot continue
indefinitely without
repercussions.​

Impact of private credit issues
on banking sector

Michael Bryant of Reuters noted
that the banking sector has
been impacted by private credit
risks through exposures on
balance sheets and funding
markets. Regional banks like
Zions Bancorporation recently
announced significant losses
linked to fraudulent loans,
prompting investor concerns
about financial health and
sector contagion.​

Dimon highlighted that “the
transmission of risks from
private credit defaults could
quickly spread through the
financial system, impacting
traditional banking operations
and investor sentiment.” This
multi-layered risk landscape
clouds the outlook for US
markets despite ongoing
technology-driven optimism.​

Market reaction and broader
economic implications

James Porter of CNBC observed
that markets reacted nervously
but without panic to Dimon’s
warning, as investors balanced
the alarm with confidence in
Federal Reserve and regulatory
actions. Porter noted, “Markets
may face increased volatility as
uncertainties around credit risk
persist, but broad equities still 

show resilience supported by
corporate profits and economic
data”.​

Karim El-Sayed of Al Jazeera
underscored concerns that a
severe equity market downturn
could undermine consumer
wealth and spending,
potentially tipping the US
economy into slower growth or
recession if private credit
troubles deepen.​

Regulatory bodies including the
US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) and European
Central Bank are intensifying
scrutiny on private credit
valuations and risk exposures.
Discussions are underway to
enhance transparency and
stress testing, aiming to curb
systemic risks before they
escalate.​

Dimon advised investors and
policymakers to prepare for
potential market disruptions
while affirming that responsible
risk management and regulatory
reforms can mitigate severe
outcomes: “We must learn from
past crises and act decisively to
ensure stability as markets
evolve”.​

This comprehensive report
consolidates statements from
Jamie Dimon and multiple
authoritative financial sources
to provide a neutral, thorough
journalistic perspective on
emerging risks in the US private
credit market and their
implications for stock market
stability

Business & Finance
 October 2025

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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ollowing the refusal of almost all
American news outlets, including
Trump-friendly networks Fox
News and Newsmax, to adhere
to Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth's media limitations,
dozens of print and broadcast
journalists left the Pentagon on
Wednesday.

One of the new guidelines in
Hegseth's 21-page policy, which
he offered credentialed
journalists until Tuesday night to
accept, was that reporters were
not allowed to ask government
employees for any material,
classified or not, without first
obtaining permission from the
Pentagon.

The Pentagon Press Association,
which advocates for about 100
journalists, criticized the policy's
"unprecedented message of
intimidation" and called on the
department to change its 

strategy on its attack on press
freedom.

“Our members did nothing to
create this disturbing situation. It
arises from an entirely one-sided
move by Pentagon officials
apparently intent upon cutting
the American public off from
information they do not control
and pre-approve,”

the group, which represents
members from 57 domestic and
international news outlets, said
this week. Not all credentialed
journalists at the Pentagon are
represented by the association.

By Thursday, it was evident who
had been abandoned in the
Pentagon corridors. Out of
hundreds of credentialed
reporters, only 15 had signed the
new press pledge, according to an
official government document
that The Washington Post was the
first to obtain.

The pro-Trump cable network One
America News has two
signatories, the right-wing website
The Federalist has one, and the
ultra-conservative publication
The Epoch Times has another.

11 reporters remain, including
freelancers for international
organizations and a few obscure
independent websites that seem 

to just post on social media.“A
reporter for the Turkish
newspaper Akşam signed the
agreement, as did three
individuals from the Turkish
state-run Anadolu Agency and
two Turkish freelancers,”
the Post reported.

“Other signers included a
reporter for The Australian, a
News Corp-owned Australian
paper; an Afghan freelancer; and
three lesser-known operations,
AWPS News, the India Globe and
a blog called USA Journal
Korea.”

Additionally, two members of
the Jordanian TV network Al
Taghier signed an older version
of the policy, which had been
scrapped and revised amid
negotiations and pushback from
the Pentagon Press Association
and other press advocacy
groups.

Only One America News had
openly accepted the limiting
vow before a group of defense
reporters ceremoniously left the
Pentagon together Wednesday
afternoon after turning in their
badges and clearing their desks.

Requests for response from The
Independent and the Post were
not immediately answered by
these outlets, but several have 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/pentagon-press-pledge-reporters-identified-b2847532.html
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publicly defended and justified
the policy.

Charles Herring, president of
One America News, claimed in a
statement earlier this week that
OAN staff had signed the
updated press policy following a
"thorough review of the revised
press policy by our attorney."
Meanwhile, Kristina Anderson of
AWPS News, which focuses on
social media, said she
experienced "a profound sense
of loss as I walk the Pentagon’s
Correspondent spaces today."

The Federalist CEO Sean Davis,
and editor-in-chief Mollie
Hemingway, posted a lengthy
and bombastic statement on X
claiming they had reviewed the
Pentagon’s press rules and
found “zero new restrictions” for
journalists covering the
department. At the same time,
the conservative pundits railed
against the media at large for
rejecting the policy.

“Where were these self-styled
First Amendment defenders
when we were illegally censored
and targeted for debunking
Deep State lies and hoaxes?
Many of them not only refused
to defend us, but cheered the
illegal censorship efforts against
us,”

the statement declared.
“NBC News, for example,
colluded with Big Tech to
demonetize and deplatform us
for criticizing the government
and the corrupt corporate news
media.”

more information regarding the
reporters who will be covering the
department in the future.

“The Department of War will make
an announcement soon regarding
the next generation of the
Pentagon press corps,” he wrote.
“Stay tuned. The best is yet to
come!”

How do other countries regulate
press access to defense
ministries?

Access to defense ministries by
the media differs significantly
between countries, balancing
national security with media
freedom. 

For instance, press access to the
UK Ministry of Defence is
relatively unrestricted. Accredited
journalists regularly attend
briefings, attend a press
conference and visit military
operations where ground rules are
organised. Journalists must have
security clearances to enter
sensitive areas, but outside of
that, press access is normally
unrestricted if they operate under
transparency protection to
ensure security of operations is
not compromised.

Some countries create stricter
media defenses. For example, in
Russia upon access to the
Ministry of Defence and military
operations is never approved
without prior approval and the
media is strategically limited to
independent military reporting for
the purpose of avoiding bad
publicity or leaks.

Besides editing The Federalist,
Hemingway is also a paid
contributor for Fox News which
joined other broadcast news
networks in rebuffing the
Pentagon’s restrictions and
refusing to sign the pledge.

“Today, we join virtually every
other news organization in
declining to agree to the
Pentagon’s new requirements,
which would restrict journalists’
ability to keep the nation and
the world informed of important
national security issues,”
the joint statement said.

“The policy is without precedent
and threatens core journalistic
protections. We will continue to
cover the U.S. military as each
of our organizations has done
for many decades, upholding
the principles of a free and
independent press.”
Another MAGA-friendly network
that generally supports the
Trump administration,
Newsmax, also opposed the
program, calling its restrictions
"unnecessary and onerous" and
requesting that the Pentagon
conduct additional research on
the subject.

Pentagon spokesperson Sean
Parnell mockingly tweeted that
the “self-righteous media chose
to self-deport from the
Pentagon” and that they “will
not be missed,” while both
Hegseth and President Donald
Trump remained steadfast in
their support of the prohibitive
media policies. Additionally, he
hinted at some 
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US and New Zealand strengthen defense ties
By Henry Nicholas

between the US and New
Zealand defense chiefs to
strengthen their bilateral
cooperation directly enhances
deployments in the Indo- Pacific
by encouraging increased
interoperability, common
training, and cooperative
operations. 

This commitment supports a
more patient and coordinated
presence of both countries’
forces in the region. 

This bilateral strengthening fits
in broader US efforts to sustain
a forward- stationed presence
through alliances and hookups
including Japan, the Philippines,
Australia, and others. 

New Zealand’s enhanced part
complements US- led enterprise
by contributing to surveillance,
extremity response, and flexible
defense networks, making
deployments more effective and
cooperative across the region. 

industry by introducing a new
military technology fund and
updating its defense
procurement regulations.

Collins, for her part, said it was
"great" to be at the Pentagon for
a "substantial meeting" with
Hegseth on defense issues,
including geopolitical tensions
in the Indo-Pacific.

"Secretary Hegseth and I had
previously met in Singapore and
today was the opportunity for a
substantial discussion about
conflicts around the world as
well as more opportunities for
the US and New Zealand to work
together,"

Collins wrote on US social media
company X.

How does this commitment
affect Indo-Pacific
deployments?

The reaffirmed commitment 

statement was released the day
after Pentagon head Pete
Hegseth welcomed New Zealand
Defense Minister Judith Collins
to the department to talk about
ways to strengthen the security
alliance and quicken the process
of restoring deterrence in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Hegseth expressed the US

"support for New Zealand’s
recent Defense Capability Plan
and efforts to strengthen
interoperability with the United
States, while also reiterating the
importance of New Zealand –
and other U.S. allies and
partners in the region –
contributing more to regional
defense and security,"

 according to the statement.

In light of growing government
defense spending, New Zealand
said earlier this month that it is
strengthening its local defense 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/us-new-zealand-defense-chiefs-reaffirm-commitment-to-strengthen-partnership/3723016
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/
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President Donald Trump criticizes military's
'good looks’

BY LIAM FLYNN
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hile speaking to sailors on board
the U.S. George Washington, a
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
stationed semi-permanently at
the U.S. naval base in Yokosuka,
Japan, Trump interrupted his
attempt to commend the
gathered service members to
babble about their overly
attractive appearance.

Trump said the Navy's "ultimate
strength" comes from "the men
and women of the rank and file"
on the second day of a multi-day,
multi-country trip through Asia
that will end on Thursday 

following a scheduled summit
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping. He
referred to his uniformed
audience as "incredible people"
and "good-looking people."

After a beat, he said there were
“too many good-looking people”
present.

“I don’t like good-looking people,”
he continued, as the sailors
laughed at their commander-in-
chief’s bizarre remark.

“I never liked good-looking 

people, I’ll be honest with you ...
never admitted that before,”

he said.
Following a theatrical arrival at
the George Washington, which is 

forward-deployed in Japan as
part of the permanent American
military presence there under a
1960 joint defense treaty that
superseded an earlier agreement
imposed as a condition of ending
the post-World War II occupation
of Japan by U.S. forces, the
president delivered his rambling,
spontaneous remarks.

Before launching into a tirade of
grievances regarding the elevator
and catapult systems aboard the
newest class of American
carriers, beginning with the class'
lead ship, the U.S.S. Gerald R.
Trump made his entrance on one
of the aircraft carrier's enormous
elevators, which are used to
transport planes and helicopters
from hangars to the carrier's
enormous flight deck.

Additionally, the Ford-class uses
an electromagnetic system to
power the arrestor gears, which
slow down planes as they land on
their return, and the catapults,
which launch aircraft off the flight
deck.

The Navy prefers the new
systems because they enable
planes to be armed and launched
twice as quickly as the steam-
powered catapults and hydraulic
elevators on older carriers like
the George Washington.
Additionally, the electromagnetic 

catapult system, or EMALS, can
launch modern fighters like the F-
35C with significantly less
damage to the costly aircraft's
delicate airframes and allows
smaller aircraft, like drones, to be
launched from carriers.

How did military leaders react to
Trump's 'good-looks' remark?

Military leaders’ responses to
Trump’s “good- looks ” comment
and broader address were largely
muted and subdued, reflecting
the service’s tradition of
neutralism and discipline. During
a high- profile service peak,
numerous elderly officers
showed little visible response;
there were no enthusiastic cheers
and only restrained applause at
the conclusion. 

Some defense officers intimately
described the speech as
“uncomfortable” due to its
politically charged nature and
unusual focus on domestic
security issues, including proffers
to emplace colors in U.S.
metropolises to fight internal
pitfalls. Pentagon interposers
reported that attendees were
probably briefed to maintain
form and avoid public displays of
support or dissent. 

The speech also included
controversial reflections by
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
who called for tougher programs
on military discipline and
proposed changing processes for
handling misconduct allegations,
which sparked concern in
defense circles.

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-steam-catapults-japan-visit-b2853960.html
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Trump's Caribbean military Op faces hurricane
test

BY KATHY MALOUF
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s the Trump administration
launches strikes against
suspected drug smuggling vessels
that have killed more than 50
people since early September,
eight warships with over 6,000
troops and several dozen planes
are currently gathered in the area.

However, since the hurricane is
expected to be the strongest
storm on record, many of the staff
members on these warships are
also trained to respond to natural
catastrophes and may readily
offer assistance, according to The
Washington Post.

Forecasters warn that Hurricane
Melissa, a strong Category 5
storm, will become a "very
dangerous and life-threatening
situation" after making landfall in
Jamaica on Tuesday. Destructive
gusts of 185 mph have been
unleashed by the hurricane, which
is predicted to dump up to 30
inches of rain on the Caribbean
nation.

Whether or how the United States
will intervene to support Jamaica
during the destructive storm is
still up in the air. The president
has been under fire for his prior
storm responses, particularly his
handling of storm Maria in Puerto
Rico in 2017. Those close to
Trump claimed that although he
praised the U.S. reaction as a
success, he had been slow to act
and was hesitant to assist Puerto
Rico, a U.S. territory.

According to a State Department
official who spoke to the Post on
condition of anonymity, the 

organization has prepared
emergency assistance materials
in six warehouses for distribution
to storm victims.

According to the official,
"additional capability will not be
deployed until a need is
identified."

The source claims that when it is
in the best interests of the United
States, the government can offer
"lifesaving assistance to affected
countries and people across the
country."

Bryan Clark, a retired Navy
officer, told the publication that
the United States can continue its
purported counternarcotics
mission off the coast of
Venezuela while simultaneously
assisting Jamaica.

“The question will be: Does the
administration take advantage of
that, or does it use this as a
statement regarding its
priorities?”

he said.

“If it chooses to keep the naval
force focused on Venezuela
rather than disaster response, it 

would certainly show how the
administration wants to exercise
its defense priorities.”

What legal limits apply to strikes
in international waters during
hurricanes?

The United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
establishes that transnational
waters (high seas) are free for
navigation and use by all
countries but are reserved for
peaceful purposes. The use of
military force is allowed only in
exceptional circumstances similar
to tone- defense or with UN
Security Council authorization. 

A vessel on the high seas is under
the governance of its flag state;
force can only be used against it
with a clear legal base similar to
pirating, slave trafficking, or if the
vessel is stateless. The UN
Charter limits use of force to
tone- defense in response to a
fortified attack, taking necessity
and proportionality.  There's no
specific impunity or different rule
for use of force during hurricanes,
but functional prudence
generally prevails given storm
hazards and philanthropic
precedences.

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/hurricane-melissa-us-military-aid-trump-drug-boats-b2854045.html
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ven during the first terms of
George W. Bush and Donald
Trump, when there was little
motivation to confront the global
warming catastrophe, the US has
consistently sent delegations of
varying numbers to UN climate
summits during the past three
decades.

However, there will be an
unprecedented lack of an official
American presence at the
forthcoming negotiations in
Belém, Brazil, next month. Trump
has already said that the US will
leave the Paris Climate Accord,
which requires nations to prevent
the catastrophic rise in global
temperatures, and referred to the
climate catastrophe as a "hoax"
and a "con job."

“The Green New Scam would have
killed America if President Trump
had not been elected to
implement his commonsense
energy agenda – which is focused
on utilizing the liquid gold under
our feet to strengthen our grid
stability and drive down costs for
American families and
businesses,”

Taylor Rogers, a White House
spokeswoman, said in a statement
to the Guardian. The “scam”
reference relates to the climate
policies of Joe Biden.

“President Trump will not
jeopardize our country’s
economic and national security to
pursue vague climate goals that
are killing other countries,”

she added.

The US State Department closed
the office that usually handles
climate problems earlier this
year. Additionally eliminated is
the role of climate envoy, which
Biden held.

The White House has supported a
strategy in which Trump makes
deals directly with nations,
abandoning multilateral
negotiations with other nations.
Trump has also urged other
countries to shift away from
renewable energy.

“If you don’t get away from this
green scam, your country is going
to fail,” the president told leaders
at a UN speech last month. 

“You need strong borders and
traditional energy sources if you
are going to be great again.”

The US president has negotiated
deals in recent months with the
European Union to buy $750
billion worth of U.S. oil and gas, as
well as with nations like South
Korea and Japan to develop
nuclear power, rare earth
elements, and fossil fuel projects.
An already problematic
conference is made more
complicated by the US's absence
from the Belém negotiations.

With the message that
subnational American authorities
are still pushing forward with
climate action, a variety of US
governors, congressmen, mayors,
and activists will be present at
the Cop30 meeting.

However, the US government has 

not offered them any assistance
in doing so. “They weren’t even
going to send embassy support
for the US delegation, which is a
fairly standard courtesy for those
of us that did go,” Rhode Island
Democratic Senator Sheldon
Whitehouse said Thursday.

What are the likely diplomatic
consequences of the US skipping
COP30?

Damaging the US’s credibility and
leadership in global climate
tactfulness, given its major
responsibility for greenhouse gas
emigrations and its profitable
power. 

Undermining trust and
cooperation with crucial abettors
and developing countries that
anticipate US participation and
backing to support global climate
sweats, particularly on climate
finance. 

Strengthening the peak between
the US and major rising
husbandry like China and Brazil,
who are pushing for further
ambitious climate action at
COP30. Potentially egging
retaliatory measures or trade
pressures, similar as corrective
tariffs, as part of broader
geopolitical disunion related to
climate and environmental
programs. 

Weakening multinational
processes under the UNFCCC by
reducing US engagement at a
critical moment when global
agreement is demanded to meet
Paris Agreement pretensions.

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/donald-trump/
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/donald-trump/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/oct/31/cop30-climate-us-officials


Bush‑era nuclear moratorium: Trump’s revival
sparks cost concerns

40

Security & Defense
 October 2025

By Eric Gahagan



Security & Defense

41ST ISSUE51

 October 2025

hen Trump posted on Truth Social
on Wednesday that he was
ordering the "Department of
War," his administration's
preferred name for the
Department of Defense, to
"immediately" begin testing
America's nuclear stockpile "on an
equal basis" to other nuclear-
armed nations, he seemed to
overturn a three-decade
moratorium on live nuclear
explosions that had been in place
since the last American weapons
test in 1992.

Even a basic test that involves
detonating a single warhead in an
underground shaft might cost the
United States upwards of $100
million, according to one expert,
former National Nuclear Security
Administration acting principal
deputy administrator Corey
Hinderstein.

The action is purportedly
intended to confront China's and
Russia's advanced nuclear
weapons delivery systems, as well
as North Korea, which has been
conducting illicit nuclear tests at
underground facilities for years.

The United States last detonated
a nuclear bomb there in 1992,
deep beneath the Ranier Mesa.

Since 1962, when above-ground
and underwater nuclear testing
were outlawed by the Partial
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, the
location has been the sole
location for any American nuclear
tests.

Resuming explosive testing at the 

Nevada site might be a complex
and expensive process, experts
say, especially considering the  
experience lost since the last test
more than thirty years ago.

In an interview with The
Washington Post, Hinderstein,
who leads the nuclear policy
program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International
Peace, stated that a "new vertical
shaft" would be required in order
to prevent interfering with
existing projects at the test site.

Since the beginning of the second
Trump administration, the NNSA
has also experienced a loss of
expertise. 

During the first few months of
Trump's term, the Department of
Government Efficiency, led by
Elon Musk, went on a rampage
through the executive branch,
firing many senior civil servants. 

During the ongoing government
shutdown, even more are
currently in furlough.

The experts who have been let go
or placed on furlough are "the
people who build the weapons,
who do the enrichment of the
material, who test the existing
stockpile," Democratic
Representative Dina Titus of
Nevada told the Post.

Ernest Mortiz, the former energy
secretary of the Obama
administration, asserted that as
long as Trump wants nothing
more than an explosion, it is
possible to achieve his aim of a 

"immediate" resumption to
testing.

What are the technical steps to
resume full-scale nuclear tests?

The Nevada National Security
Site, where tests were last
conducted in 1992,              would
bear major repairs and upgrades.
Numerous                      installations
have         deteriorated due to
decades                 of desuetude
and               government
shutdowns. 

A large pool of technical
scientists, masterminds,
technicians, and support staff,
preliminarily numbering over
19,000 during peak             testing
times, would need to be rehired
and                retrained. Important
moxie has been lost over the
decades. 

For underground tests, deep
perpendicular                    shafts
must be drilled to contain the
explosion and help radioactive
release.

This structure requires complex
engineering and environmental
assessment. Tests must
misbehave with transnational
covenants proscribing
atmospheric releases, so
constraint technologies and
covering systems must be strictly
checked and streamlined. 

Nuclear tests bear expansive
safety, health, and environmental
reviews, and must meet
convention and domestic
nonsupervisory scores. 

https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-nuclear-testing-cost-b2856075.html
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industry on July 30, 2025, with
the first-ever orbital rocket
designed and built entirely in
Australia—named Eris—lifting off
from the Bowen Orbital
Spaceport in North Queensland. 

However, the milestone came
with a setback when the rocket
crashed just 14 seconds after
liftoff during its maiden test
flight. While the flight was brief
and ended prematurely, officials
and the company Gilmour Space
Technologies hailed the event
as a significant advance in
Australia’s space capabilities,
signaling the start of what many
see as the nation’s commercial 
space era.

Details of the Launch and
Failure Eris soared into the sky,
propelled by four hybrid
engines, but shortly after
ascending, the rocket began to
veer sideways uncontrollably
and crashed back to the ground,
producing plumes of smoke
visible above the launch site.
There were no injuries or
damage to infrastructure
reported. Gilmour Space
Technologies confirmed all four
engines ignited successfully and
that the total engine burn lasted
23 seconds, although the actual 
By Eric Gahagan First
Australian-made Rocket Crashes
Shortly After Lift-off

day before White House
meetings with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky,
who has been advocating for
long-range Tomahawk missiles,
Trump called Putin, whom he
promised to visit again, this time
in Hungary.

“Russia once again chose
missiles over dialogue, turning
this attack into a direct blow to
ongoing peace efforts led by
President Trump,”

Ambassador Olga Stefanishyna
said in a statement after major
overnight strikes by Moscow led
to power cuts across Ukraine.
“These assaults show that
Moscow’s strategy is one of
terror and exhaustion,”
she said.

Ukraine's objection raises
worries that any strategic
engagement between the US and
Russia could neglect Kyiv's
interests, or compel Ukraine to
make concessions.
Zelensky has underscored the 

need for "reliably guaranteed
security," and called for a peace
based upon the principles of
Ukraine’s territorial integrity.
“The only effective response is
pressure — through tougher
sanctions, reinforced air
defense and the supply of long-
range capabilities,”

Stefanishyna said.

The speed at which Ukraine's
battle with Russia ends will
depend on the solidarity and
resolve of its allies, she
continued.

flight lasted just 14 seconds
before the loss of control.

The CEO of Gilmour Space
Technologies, Adam Gilmour,
expressed both pride and
measured expectations in a
statement, acknowledging the
achievement of clearing the
launch tower while also noting
the desire for a longer flight
duration. “Getting off the pad
and into flight is a huge step
forward for any new rocket
program,”

Gilmour said, emphasizing that
reaching orbit on a maiden flight
is extremely rare even in
established space industries.
Australia marked a major
milestone in its aerospace 

By Eric Gahagan

Kyiv criticizes Russia’s ‘terror’ amid Trump and
Vladimir Putin talks

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cy08z83n562o
https://washingtoninsider.us/united-states/politics/white-house/
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/2619151/world
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ecently, the US president has
made several indications that he
would provide Tomahawks,
giving Kyiv its longest-range
weapon yet that could hit
Moscow with precise,
devastating warheads.

“If this war doesn’t get settled, I
may send Tomahawks,”

Trump told reporters on
Sunday.

“A Tomahawk is an incredible
weapon. And Russia does not
need that. If the war is not
settled, we may do it. We may
not. But we may do it.” Up to
1,500 miles can be covered by
the missile.

Trump has indicated that he is
keen to build on the momentum
of that diplomatic win by
applying further pressure on
Moscow to halt            Vladimir
Putin's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, which is currently in its
fourth year, after recently
mediating a peace agreement in
Gaza.

By Jan Frazier

Volodymyr Zelenskyy heads to White House for
talks with Trump

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
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Trump announced on the eve of
Zelenskyy's arrival that he would
meet Putin in Budapest, the
capital of Hungary, on an
unspecified date in an attempt
to bring the war to a close. 

The announcement of another
Trump-Putin summit followed a
phone call with the Russian
president. “I believe great
progress was made,” Trump said
on social media of the call.

Trump has already threatened to
put crushing penalties on
Russia's economy and set
deadlines for Moscow, only to
back down. After meeting or
conversing with Putin, he has
often loosened his position.

Although it would be symbolic to
deliver Tomahawks the concept
of which has already irritated the
Kremlin they are only available
in comparatively modest
quantities, with some experts
estimating that there are
between 20 and 50 missiles.

In a startling reversal from the
White House dressing-down in
February that had exposed the
breach between the two leaders,
Trump and Zelenskyy spoke on
the phone twice over the
weekend in what the Ukrainian
president called "productive"
discussions.

“He [Zelenskyy] would like to
have Tomahawks,” Trump said
on Tuesday. We have a lot of
Tomahawks.

Ukraine lacks the ships and 

submarines that are typically
used to launch Tomahawks,
which were first employed in
war in 1991. With a range that
puts Moscow well within reach
and a significantly higher
destructive potential than long-
range drones, they are
projected to cost $1.3 million
(£1 million) each.

Although launchers are few,
there is also a more recent land-
launched version, the Typhon,
that is clearly more appropriate
for Ukraine. Although the X-Mav,
a launcher thought to be more
mobile than the Typhon, was
unveiled this week, the US army
is only known to possess two.
Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the
Foreign Policy Research
Institute, said:

“My understanding is that US
doesn’t have a lot of
Tomahawks. There are
launchers that can launch them
from the ground, but the
military doesn’t have many of
them.”

Pavel Luzin, an independent
Russian military analyst, said:
“The Typhon system itself is
new, still being produced for the
US military. And it’s not just a
launcher – it includes transport
and reloading vehicles as well as
a dedicated command post.”

The Trump administration has
approved the sharing of US
information in recent weeks to
assist Ukraine in launching
targeted strikes on Russian oil
refineries with US-supplied
Atacms missiles and 

domestically built drones. Fuel
shortages and a dramatic
increase in gas prices have
resulted from these attacks
throughout Russia.

Although the cruise missiles are
typically seen to be most
effective when launched in
salvos, which would be
challenging with limited
numbers, politicians and
academics think the missiles
may support that strategy.

What will Zelenskyy ask Trump
regarding long‑range missiles?

As he is about to meet with US
President Donald Trump,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy is expected to make a
very visible push for long-range
Tomahawk cruise missiles. 

The missiles have a maximum
range of about 2,500 kilometers,
which would allow Ukraine to
reach and strike critical Russian
military and strategic assets
deep inside Russia, even near
Moscow. Zelenskyy is seeing
these missiles as an effective
means of deterring and
countering Russian aggressions
more effectively by increasing
the pressure on Russian military
infrastructure. 

Zelensky has indicated that they
would not be using these
missiles against anything other
than Russian military targets,
and that the proposed supply of
Tomahawks would be significant
enough of a supply to help bring
an end to the war.

Europe
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ollowing their phone
conversation on Thursday, the
presidents of the US and Russia
declared that they will meet in
Budapest to discuss the conflict
in Ukraine, potentially within the
next few weeks.

On Monday, Zelensky told
reporters:

"If it is an invitation in a format
where we meet as three or, as
it's called, shuttle diplomacy...
then in one format or another,
we will agree".

According to media accounts,
his Friday meeting with Trump at
the White House turned into a" 

crying match" in which the US
side pushed Ukraine to agree to
Russia's demands in order to
stop the conflict. 
Indeed though Zelensky was
diplomatic during his first press
conference since the
accommodations, it was
apparent from his reflections
that there were significant
points of contention between
the two parties. 

He claimed he had told Trump
that his primary goal was just
peace, not a speedy one, and
characterized the encounter as
candid.

According to him, Viktor Orban, 

the prime minister of Hungary,
who is viewed by Kyiv and many
EU leaders as a friend of the
Kremlin, is incapable of doing
"anything positive for Ukrainians
or even providing a balanced
contribution" when it comes to
the potential Trump-Putin
meetings.

Trump stated that he wanted to
"make it comfortable for
everybody" when questioning
reporters on Friday about
Zelensky's participation in the
meeting in Budapest.

Moscow said Monday that US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov had a
"constructive" phone
conversation over the summit in
Budapest.

During his visit to the White
House, Zelensky had intended
to get US Tomahawk missiles to
launch attacks deep into Russia.
According to media accounts,
the Trump-Zelensky encounter
had a much more heated mood
than was previously thought.

According to sources involved
with the discussion, the
Financial Times claimed that
Trump had threatened Zelensky
that if he did not accept its
terms, Putin would "destroy"
Ukraine.

By Mandilee Hecht

Volodymyr Zelensky open to joining Trump and
Vladmir Putin talks

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c93dl93v581o
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At the "volatile" meeting, the US
side reportedly repeated
Russian talking points.
Additionally, it stated that
Trump demanded Zelensky hand
up the whole eastern Donbas
region to Putin and threw out
charts of the Ukrainian battle
line.

Shortly after the meeting, Trump
stated on social media that
Russia and Ukraine "should stop
where they are" that is, at the
present, expansive front line.
"Let both claim Victory, let
History decide!"
he said.

In response, Zelensky reiterated
that Ukraine" will not gift
anything to the raider" but
stated that he was prepared for
an immediate ceasefire. 

Dmitry Peskov, Putin's prophet,
stated Monday that Russia's
station on the proposed freezing
of the frontal line was"
unchanged" but did n't give any
other information. 

In addition to a number of other
harsh demands, Moscow has
constantly called for the full
departure of Ukrainian forces
from the country's four
southeast regions Donetsk,
Luhansk( inclusively known as
Donbas), Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson. 

The demands, according to Kyiv
and its allies, amount to a de
facto rendition. 

Russia launched its full- scale 

irruption of Ukraine in February
2022. It presently controls
about 20% of Ukrainian homes,
including the southern Crimea
peninsula Moscow adjoined in
2014, as well as most- but not
each- of the Donbas.

"We really didn't get what we
wanted,"

Ukrainian political analyst
Mykola Davyduik said of the
latest Trump-Zelensky meeting
.
"A few days after, we received
some insights from the meeting
and some threats and pressure
that the Ukrainian side received
there,"
he told the BBC.

But he added:

"I don't think that Trump is fully
and completely on Putin's side,
and he is trying to play
mediator... and that is his kind of
style and how he behaves in
such a situation."

In an effort to put more
economic pressure on Moscow
to halt the war, the US president
has been urging China, India,
and other NATO countries to
cease buying Russian oil.

Additionally, although he never
followed through on his threats,
Obama had previously
threatened Russia with harsher
penalties if Putin failed to fulfill
deadlines to advance the
conclusion of the war.

After Trump and Vice-President 

JD Vance criticized the
Ukrainian president live on
television during an Oval Office
meeting in February, Trump's
relationship with Zelensky had
also significantly improved in
recent months.

Trump asserted throughout his
reelection campaign that he
could put an end to the conflict
in Ukraine in a matter of days.

What specific conditions has
Ukraine set for joining a Trump-
Putin summit?

Ukraine, under President
Volodymyr Zelensky, has set
specific conditions for joining an
implicit Trump- Putin peak to
discuss ending the war. First,
Ukraine insists it must be
formally invited to share in any
concession involving its home
and sovereignty. 

Zelensky emphasized that any
peace addresses must include
Ukraine's direct involvement
and consent to be legitimate. He
expressed willingness to attend
if invited to a format involving
all three leaders or through
shuttle diplomacy where Trump
meets independently with both
Putin and Zelensky. 

Secondly, Zelensky blamed
Budapest, Hungary, as the
proposed venue due to
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban's pro-Russian station and
inimical position toward Kyiv,
suggesting it isn't a neutral or
balanced position for
accommodations.
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By Kathy Malouf

Germany repeals little-used fast track
citizenship scheme

introduced in 2024 under
former Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
administration, attracted fewer
than 1,000 applicants by the
time of repeal, prompting
political reconsideration.​ The
repeal fulfilled a campaign
promise by Chancellor Friedrich
Merz of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU).
Interior Minister Alexander
Dobrindt of the Christian Social
Union (CSU) stated during
parliamentary proceedings, “A
German passport should come 

Germany’s Bundestag repealed
the fast-track citizenship
scheme, which allowed highly
skilled immigrants to apply for
citizenship after three years of
residency, restoring the
standard five-year residency
requirement. 

The repeal, driven by Chancellor
Friedrich Merz’s conservative
government, reflects shifting
political priorities around
integration and migration
despite demographic challenges.

Germany ends fast-track
citizenship programme

As reported by Johannes Müller
of Al Jazeera, on 8 October
2025, Germany’s Bundestag
voted decisively to eliminate
the rapid naturalisation route
that had allowed foreign
nationals demonstrating
exceptional integration to apply
for citizenship after just three
years of residency, significantly
shorter than the usual five
years. The fast-track scheme, 

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
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as recognition of a successful
integration journey, not as a pull
for illegal immigration.” His
emphasis on citizenship as an
earned reward reflected the
conservative government’s
position on upholding
integration standards.​

Political consensus on repeal

Jan Becker of Deutsche Welle
noted the repeal received strong
parliamentary backing, with 450
votes in favour, 134 against, and
two abstentions. Support came
predominantly from the ruling
CDU/CSU coalition and the
Social Democratic Party (SPD),
while the Greens and Left Party
opposed the move. The SPD
justified support for repeal by
highlighting the scheme’s
minimal use, stressing that other
2024 citizenship reforms —
including reducing residency
from eight to five years and
improving dual citizenship rules
— remain intact, maintaining a
degree of liberalisation.​

This bipartisan support signals a
clear political shift in Germany’s
migration policy while
attempting to balance
integration concerns with
demographic realities.

Background on the fast-track
citizenship initiative

Introduced as part of wider
citizenship law reforms in 2024,
the fast-track naturalisation
option was designed to attract
highly skilled immigrants by
shortening the residency 

requirement from five to three
years for applicants who met
rigorous criteria. These
conditions included advanced
German language proficiency,
financial independence, and
evidence of effective societal
integration, as highlighted by
DW’s reporting.​

Despite these lofty goals, the
programme saw limited uptake.
Public broadcaster ARD
reported immigration offices
processed only a few hundred
applications under this scheme,
reflecting both limited
awareness and possibly
stringent eligibility criteria.​

Impact and perspectives on
repeal

Some critics voiced concern the
abolition of the fast-track
scheme could deter highly
skilled labour needed in
Germany, a country facing
labour shortages and an ageing
population. However, as
Matthias Keller of Reuters
explains, supporters stressed
the importance of a longer
assessment period to ensure
successful integration and
prevent any possible abuse of
citizenship rights.

Christian Neumann of Envoy
Global emphasised that the
repeal did not undo other
important citizenship reforms
and that the standard five-year
residency pathway remains
unchanged, preserving a
modernised but cautious
naturalisation process.​

Legal implementation and
timeline

Lisa Hoffmann of iamexpat.de 
detailed that the repeal came
into effect on 30 October 2025,
removing the three-year
citizenship application option
for new applicants from that
date onwards. Future applicants
must now comply with the
standard five-year residency
rule without exception.​
Fragomen, a global immigration
consultancy, framed this
legislative change as a reflection
of Germany’s evolving political
environment, with a
conservative-led Bundestag
prioritising integration
standards amid concerns about
migration pressures.​

Ongoing citizenship reforms

The government has maintained
other reforms introduced by the
previous Scholz administration,
including easier access to dual
nationality and a reduction in
the residency requirement from
eight to five years for
naturalisation. The Guardian
reports these measures as part
of a complex migration strategy
seeking to balance openness for
integration-minded immigrants
with stricter controls.​

The SPD reiterated that while
the fast-track was abolished, the
overall citizenship process
remains streamlined and aims to
support effective integration
and recognition of diverse
migrant contributions to
German society.​
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By John Ruehl

Italy PM Meloni urges Gaza aid flotilla to ‘stop
now’

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni has called on the 

international Gaza aid flotilla to
immediately cease its mission, 

warning that breaching the
Israeli naval blockade could 

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
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jeopardise the fragile balance
necessary for peace. Meloni
expressed concern about
potential disruptions to the US-
brokered peace plan, urging
caution to prevent escalating
tensions.

Italy’s strong appeal to Gaza aid
flotilla

As reported by Alvise Armellini
of Reuters, on 30 September
2025, Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni urged the
international flotilla seeking to
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza
to halt its mission immediately.
Meloni emphasised the risk that
confronting Israel’s naval
blockade might undermine a
delicate peace equilibrium, as
laid out in the US peace proposal
by President Donald Trump.In
her statement, Meloni warned,
“Many would be eager to
disrupt” this fragile balance. She
added, “I fear that the flotilla’s
attempt to breach the Israeli
naval blockade could provide a
pretext for escalating tensions.
For this reason, I believe the
Flotilla should stop now”.​

Political and diplomatic context

Arab News highlighted Meloni’s
insistence that a confrontation
with Israel could unsettle the
tenuous peace efforts
underpinning the region’s
stability. She urged the flotilla
organisers to reconsider their
plans, reiterating that conflict
escalation would be
counterproductive and harmful.​
US News also covered Meloni’s  

remarks, citing her concerns
thatany breach of the blockade
could give detractors of the
peace plan a justification to
disrupt ongoing diplomatic
efforts. Meloni’s appeal came
amid growing international
attention on Gaza’s
humanitarian situation,
juxtaposed with the complex
geopolitical realities.​

International reactions and
flotilla dynamics

The Jerusalem Post reported
that Italy had also warned the
Global Sumud Flotilla that its
naval frigate, which was
shadowing the flotilla, would
soon broadcast a radio message
urging participants to abandon
their mission and return to port.
The flotilla consisted of over 40
boats carrying activists, lawyers,
members of parliament, and
notable climate advocate Greta
Thunberg.​

According to the BBC, Israeli
officials previously stated that
they intended to prevent any
flotilla attempt to breach the
blockade, having intercepted
earlier efforts earlier in the year.
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar supported the calls for the
flotilla to halt, suggesting
alternative delivery of aid via
nearby ports.​

Security incidents and flotilla
escort

Al Jazeera and other
outletsreported that the flotilla
faced  

drone attacks and
communication disruptions near
Crete, which Italy and Spain
condemned as dangerous
escalations. Italian naval vessels
escorted the flotilla, highlighting
the tense atmosphere
surrounding the mission.​

Reuters and EU News
additionally noted that Italy’s
navy announced it would cease
escorting the flotilla once it
reached 150 nautical miles from
Gaza’s coast, signalling a
cautious disengagement from
the high-risk zone.​

Public response and protests

Following the flotilla episode,
large-scale protests and strikes
erupted across Italy in support
of the flotilla’s humanitarian
aims and to call for stronger
actions against what
demonstrators called the
“genocide” in Gaza. Over two
million Italians participated in a
general strike organised by
major labour unions,
demonstrating solidarity with
the Palestinian cause.​

This report provides a detailed
and balanced account of Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s
call to halt the Gaza aid flotilla,
situating it within broader
political, humanitarian, and
security developments. It draws
extensively from multiple
reputable media sources,
ensuring accurate attribution
and a comprehensive
perspective on this complex
issue.
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