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Trump slams contractor over rose garden
damage

BY JAN FRAZIER

 September 2025

On Truth Social, the Commander
in Chief posted security camera
footage of the purported event,
accusing workmen of causing a
large gash in the garden's
renowned bespoke stonework.

“Surfaces are very important to
me as a Builder. As everyone
knows,”

Trump wrote on his social media
app on Saturday.

“The Rose Garden is completed,
and far more beautiful than
anyone ever had in mind when it
was conceived of, decades ago.”
“Three days ago, while admiring
the stonework, I happened to
notice a huge gash in the
limestone that extended more
than 25 yards long,”
the president wrote, adding,

“It was deep and nasty!”Trump
included surveillance footage in
the post showing the 

"stupid people" working for an
unidentified subcontractor who
broke the masonry while moving
a shrubbery on a steel cart.

Additionally, Trump attacked the
"boss" worker who was "watching
(in sunglasses!)" as the "beautiful
stone" crumbled.

“I love and respect great workers
and contractors, but something
like this should never happen.
Now I’ll replace the stone, charge
the contractor, and never let that
contractor work at the White
House again,”

he wrote.
“We caught them, cold. MAKE
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!,”

the president concluded.
It is not immediately clear on
what date the damage occurred.

Why did Trump say he called the
workers "stupid" instead of 

blaming equipment?

President Trump said he called
the workers "stupid" rather than
blaming the equipment because
he believes the damage could
have been avoided with more
care and attention from the
workers themselves. 

He implied that the equipment
was not at fault but rather the
"stupid" actions and negligence
of the subcontractor workers
who caused the damage to the
delicate limestone in the Rose
Garden.

Trump emphasized the
importance of craftsmanship and
care, indicating that anyone
working with delicate materials
should be more careful. He
suggested that the workers’ lack
of attention and poor supervision
— such as the supervisor standing
by watching — were directly
responsible for the damage.
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Democrats demand disability rights plan from
Trump admin

Capitol Hill Politics

5TH ISSUE50

Education Secretary Linda
McMahon received a letter from
23 Democratic senators asking
for answers to a number of
questions regarding students
with disabilities, such as whether
they will receive a "free and
appropriate public education" as
mandated by federal law and the
impact of department layoffs on
children and schools.
In their letter, the senators
contend that the welfare of the 

millions of kids with disabilities
nationwide depends on the
Education Department and its
decades-long operations. The
letter was started by Senator
Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.).

"Shuttering the Department will
cause immense harm to all
students, and especially
students with disabilities and
their families who rely on
federal

funding for key special
education services and
support,"

the senators wrote in their
letter.

"Over the years, the
Department has developed
specific expertise to deliver on
the promise that children with
disabilities will have equal and
fair access to educational 

BY ATHENA NAGEL

 September 2025
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opportunity in the United
States."

The Democrats' inquiry is joined
by the nation's two largest
teachers unions and dozens of
disability advocacy
organizations, including the
Autism Society of America, the
Disability Rights Education &
Defense Fund and the National
Down Syndrome Society.

Following the Trump
administration's decision to lay
off about half of the Education
Department's staff, parents of
students with disabilities and
disability advocates have
expressed concerns about their
legal rights. An executive order
to dismantle the government
agency was signed by President
Donald Trump last month.

Whether or not to abolish the
Education Department would
ultimately be up to Congress.

Trump has stated that special
education services "will be fully
preserved" and that the
Department of Health and
Human Services will take over
those duties.

In their letter on Wednesday, the
senators opposed that decision,
stating that education
professionals should be
consulted instead of medical
experts who should supervise or
help pupils with disabilities.

"The Department of Education is
the only agency with an existing
institutional infrastructure and a 

staff of subject matter experts
dedicated to ensuring equal
educational opportunity for
children and students with
disabilities,"

they said.

"Transferring these authorities
to HHS will not only overburden
an agency already confronting
massive workforce cuts
orchestrated by this
administration, but it will also
stretch HHS beyond its
expertise as medical, rather
than educational,
professionals."

An Education Department
spokesman said no action has
yet been taken to move
federally mandated programs
out of the agency.

In their letter, the senators
criticized the Department of
Government Efficiency for
cutting more than $600 million
in grants for educator
preparation and $900 million in
contracts for research
connected to education.

A country without a federal
education department will save
the federal government billions
of dollars, according to Trump
and many of his followers.

The senators contend that
cutting these services is
inappropriate because they are
desperately needed.

"These cuts will negatively
impact critical research into 

best practices to support
students with disabilities who
have the shared dream of
graduating high school and
contributing to our economy,"
the letter reads.

What specific legal protections
for students with disabilities
are at risk under the proposed
ED overhaul?

The ED currently administers
IDEA, which guarantees that
approximately 7.5 million
disabled students receive a free
appropriate public education
(FAPE) tailored to their needs.
Moving IDEA oversight to
another agency, such as Health
and Human Services, could
weaken oversight as no other
federal agency has ED’s
expertise or enforcement power
in special education law.

The ED enforces civil rights
protections prohibiting
disability discrimination in
schools, ensuring students
receive necessary
accommodations and are not
unfairly excluded or disciplined.
Changes may reduce
enforcement capacity, leaving
students vulnerable to
discriminatory practices.

These legally binding plans
ensure students receive tailored
support and services. An
overhaul risks disrupting the
development and
implementation of IEPs,
undermining their effectiveness
and the legal rights of students
and families.
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Trump picks Alabama for new US Space
Command HQ
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At a White House news
conference, Trump announced
that the space command would
move to Huntsville, Alabama, 

surrounded by Republican
senators and members of
Congress. The action overrides a
decision made by the Biden 

administration to locate the
facility at its        existing
temporary headquarters in
Colorado, which 

BY HENRY NICHOLAS

 September 2025
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leans Democratic.

“The US Space Command
headquarters will move to the
beautiful locale of a place called
Huntsville, Alabama, forever to
be known from this point
forward as Rocket City,”
Trump said.

“We had a lot of competition but
Alabama’s getting it.”

Alabama, which voted for Trump
"by about 47 points," would
receive hundreds of billions of
dollars and more than 30,000
new jobs as a result of the
relocation, the president said.
“They fought harder for it than
anyone else,”

Trump claimed, before adding
that Colorado’s decision to allow
mail-in voting was “corrupt”.
“The problem I have with
Colorado, one of the big
problems, [is that] they do mail-
in voting,”

he said.
“So they have automatically
crooked elections and we can’t
have that. When a state is for
mail-in voting, that means they
want dishonest elections. So
that played a big factor.”

The US Army Space and Missile
Defense Command, NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center,
and the 38,000-acre Redstone
Arsenal are already located in
Huntsville. Due to its cost-
effectiveness, the city was
chosen by the US Air Force as its
preferred location for Space 

Command in 2021.

Two years later, in 2023, Biden
overturned those plans to
relocate to Alabama. Instead,
Biden chose to make the then
temporary Colorado Springs
location permanent, taking a
recommendation from Gen
James Dickinson, the former
head of Space Command.
Dickinson reportedly said
relocating to Alabama could
jeopardize military readiness as
making the headquarters fully
operational would take time.

“For FOUR YEARS, I have fought
to get U.S. Space Command
moved to its SELECTED home at
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville,
Alabama,”

Senator Tommy Tuberville wrote
alongside a video statement after
Trump’s announcement.

“Thank you, President Trump and
Secretary [Pete] Hegseth, for
reversing Joe Biden’s political
cronyism and restoring MERIT
and INTEGRITY to this process.”

In his video, Tuberville criticized
Biden for his 2023 choice to keep
Spacecom in Colorado Springs,
claiming the former president
"caved" to "woke politics" at the
time and allowed the "nation's
security [to] take a backseat to
politics." He then claimed that
the action would save taxpayers
$480 million and congratulated
Trump for "restoring merit and
integrity" to space exploration.

Following days of fervent internet 

conjecture on his health, which
was stoked by his lack of public
appearances since last week,
Trump announced a change of
direction.

Trump said that he had attended
multiple news conferences in the
previous week and cited some
"pretty poignant" posts when
asked if he was aware that there
had been 1.3 million social media
engagements as of Saturday am
speculating on his potential
"demise."

What operational reasons did the
Pentagon give for opposing the
move?

Military officials warned that
relocating Space Command
would jeopardize military
readiness, causing disruptions
that could affect critical national
security operations in space.
Concerns were raised about
logistical complications, loss of
experienced personnel, and
delays arising from moving the
command’s infrastructure and
workforce.

The decision to keep the
headquarters in Colorado under
the Biden administration was
based on assessments from
Space Command leadership and
defense experts who emphasized
continuity and minimizing risks to
ongoing space defense missions.
The Pentagon viewed Colorado
Springs as the optimal strategic
location due to established
infrastructure, existing workforce,
and proximity to other defense
installations.
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By Eric Gahagan

On the same day that numerous
survivors of Epstein met secretly
with House Speaker Mike
Johnson and Republican and
Democratic members of a
congressional investigation
commission on Capitol Hill,
Republican Representative
Thomas Massie of Kentucky
submitted a petition for
discharge. To start the vote, he
would need the signatures of the
majority of House members.

Since many of his admirers
adopted a number of conspiracy
theories about Epstein, who
committed suicide in prison in
2019, the case has produced
political problems for
Republican President Donald
Trump.

Majorities of Americans and
Trump's Republican supporters
think the government is
concealing information about
the case, according to a July
Reuters/Ipsos survey.

Massie and California Democrat
Representative Ro Khanna's plan
would mandate that the U.S.
attorney general make any
unclassified Epstein records
held by the Department of
Justice, including the FBI and
U.S. attorneys' offices, publicly
available.

On Wednesday morning, Massie
and Khanna will meet with the 

victims of Epstein for a press
conference.

According to Johnson, Massie's
petition was "inartfully drafted"
because it did not include
wording that would have
protected the identity of victims
of Epstein's sexual assault. The
petition is "moot" because of the
House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee's
efforts, Johnson added.

"It's superfluous at this point, and
I think we're achieving the desired
end here,"

Johnson said.

The committee has convicted
Epstein accomplice Ghislaine
Maxwell for a deposition and
subpoenaed the DOJ and
Epstein's estate for materials. It is
currently going over 34,000
pages of material that the DOJ
sent it.

Illinois Democratic
Representative Raja
Krishnamoorthi called the
discussion with Epstein survivors
"frank, emotional, and intense."
"It was the type of conversation
that probably can't happen in a
hearing setting,"

he told reporters.
"The victims marshaled a lot of
bravery and courage to come
before us to tell their stories."

What evidence do supporters
cite to justify a discharge petition
for Epstein files?

Only portions of the Epstein files
have been released, many with
significant redactions, leaving
large questions unanswered and
fostering suspicions about
potential cover-ups.

The Department of Justice
revealed an index of evidence
that includes about 40
computers, 26 storage drives,
over 70 CDs, and thousands of
videos and images, some
containing explicit and disturbing
material related to victims. Major
files, including travel logs,
photographs, island blueprints,
and logs of visitors to Epstein’s
private island, remain sealed.

An internal DOJ review found no
evidence of Epstein blackmailing
prominent figures or maintaining
a client list, but this conclusion
remains deeply contested by
victims, advocates, and some
lawmakers.
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Trump pauses pharma tariffs as Pfizer lowers US
prices

By Adriana Montes

national security investigation
ofpharmaceutical imports that
would lead to higher tariffs.

“While we’re negotiating with
these companies we’re going to
let them play out and finish
these negotiations,”

Lutnick said.
Trump previously said that his
administration would impose
100% duties on branded
pharmaceuticals starting
Wednesday unless a company
was building US manufacturing
plants. 

The latest comments from the
president and his advisers
indicate that the threat was a
negotiating ploy to get
companies to lower prices on
their products.

is themost recent illustration of
the transactional nature of
obtaining tariff exemptions from
him. Trump threatened to
impose 100% tariffs on the
pharmaceutical industry as
recently as last week.

Following the announcement of
the tariff relief, Pfizer's stock
increased by as much as 5.6%,
reaching a session high. As of
Monday's close, the stock had
lost 10% of its value this year,
lagging behind the 13% increase
in the S&P 500 Index.

There may be more discounts to
come. As authorities negotiate
with large pharmaceutical
companies, Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick
hinted that the administration
was delaying the findings of its 

In an effort to enable Americans
to pay for prescription drugs at
government-negotiated reduced
prices, Pfizer will provide a
number of medications at an
average 50% discount via a
direct-to-consumer website
named TrumpRx.

The agreement seems to
address Pfizer's two main
challenges. In addition to
protecting the business from
potential tariffs imposed by the
administration's Section 232
investigation into whether the
cost of medications poses a
national security danger, it
would prevent more harmful
drug pricing measures.

Trump has unilaterally used
trade policy to gain control over
numerous businesses, and this 

 September 2025
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“They’re all coming in over the
next week. We’re making deals
with all of them. And I said if we
don’t make a deal, then we’re
going to tariff them an extra, 5,
6, 7, 8%. Whatever the difference
is, we’ll take that away,”

Trump said.
Pfizer said it will offer across-
the-board reductions on US
prices for Americans enrolled in
the Medicaid insurance program,
giving them “most favored
nation” pricing on some of its
medicines, Trump said. 

He has repeatedly pressured
companies to bring their US
prices in line with what foreign
countries pay.

Bourla also declared a $70
billion investment in domestic
manufacturing and research and
development during the ensuing
years. In response to pressure
from Trump, the corporation
was one of the few outliers
among large pharmaceutical
companies that hurried to
emphasize the return of
production plants to the United
States.

Pfizer stated that the majority of
its primary care medications
would be available on TrumpRx,
although it did not identify
which of its medications would
be made available there. Pfizer's
best-selling medications include
the Covid injection and pill, the
pneumonia vaccination Prevnar,
and the blood thinner Eliquis.

By using their personal 

connections with the president,
big businesses and influential
executives have been able to
influence him to grant them
better terms.

“While Democrats are
threatening to shut down the
government to subsidize health
care for illegal aliens, President
Trump is leveraging the power of
the federal government to
drastically cut drug prices for
everyday Americans,”

White House spokesman Kush
Desai said in a statement.

“Democrats talked the talk for
decades about drug prices, but
only President Trump is actually
walking the walk.”

Companies must lower Medicaid
costs, raise their drug pricing
abroad, pledge to match
international prices for future
products to US rates, and provide
reduced direct-to-consumer
sales for some commonly used
prescriptions, according to the
most-favored-nation policy.

In July, Trump sent letters
outlining his requests to 17 of the
biggest pharmaceutical
companies in the world, including
Pfizer, Novo Nordisk A/S, and Eli
Lilly & Co. The president
promised to "deploy every tool in
our arsenal" to penalize drug
manufacturers that failed to
comply, and the firms were given
until September 29 to comply.

The idea of internationally linked
drug prices has been criticized by 

the pharmaceutical industry as a
danger to the United States' long-
standing hegemony in biomedical
research. Manufacturers of
pharmaceuticals argue that it will
discourage the development of
innovative treatments and keep
patients from receiving necessary
medications. Instead, executives
have asked the administration to
focus on the middlemen that
negotiate costs for employers in
the pharmaceutical supply chain.

Which Pfizer drugs are slated for
the TrumpRx discounts?

The medications from Pfizer that
are eligible for discounts through
the TrumpRx program will include
most of Pfizer's major care
medications and a small sample
of specialty brand-name drugs.
The average discount on these
medications offered through
TrumpRX will be approximately
50% with some discounts as high
as 85%.

This price reduction will take
effect shortly, as Pfizer operates
a direct-to-consumer website for
the TrumpRX program to allow
Americans to buy these
medications at a much lower
cost.

In addition, Pfizer will also offer
“most favored nation” pricing on
drugs that are covered by
Medicaid, which ensures U.S.
prices will be aligned with the
lowest price paid in other
developed countries, as part of
an action agreement with the
Trump administration to reduce
prescription drug costs.
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U.S. sanctions on 3 Palestinian rights groups
over ICC bid

12

Middle East

By Jan Frazier

The Treasury Department has
taken action against the three
organizations—Al-Haq in
Ramallah, the Palestinian Centre
for Human Rights in Gaza, and
the Al Mezan Center for Human
Rights—under authorities related
to the International Criminal
Court. 

In November, the three
organizations reported to the
ICC on Israeli airstrikes against
crowded civilian areas in Gaza,
the siege in that area, and
displacement of the population. 

A year later, the ICC issued arrest
warrants for Hamas leader
Ibrahim al-Masri, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and
Israel's former Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant for war crimes and
crimes against humanity. 

The administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump
sanctioned the ICC prosecutor
and ICC judges for those arrest
warrants issued by Israel. 

Among states parties, the United
States, China, Russia and Israel
and some of the states parties do
not recognize its authority.

Days after the largest academic
association of genocide
researchers in the world passed a
resolution stating that the legal 

requirements to prove Israel is
committing genocide in Gaza have 
been satisfied, the United States
imposed sanctions on Palestinian
organizations.

The announcement was deemed
shameful and "entirely based on
Hamas' campaign of lies" by Israel.
In October 2023, Israel began its
war on the Gaza Strip after 1,200
people were killed and 250
hostages were taken back into
Gaza by fighters from Hamas, the
Palestinian militant organization
that controls the region.

What legal effects do ICC-related
sanctions have on NGOs’
operations?

Sanctions generally include asset
seizures, prohibited funding
transfers, and prohibited
provision of financial services
which in effect severely diminish 

NGOs’ abilities to receive funding,
pay staff, obtain supplies, and
conduct regular operations that
are a necessary component of
NGO work.

In practice; many financial
institutions and donors (for
example, international agencies
and foundations) will likely avoid
working with any sanctioned
NGOs or individuals due to fears
over secondary sanctions or any
legal implications. This reduces an
NGOs ability to access funding
and banking services.

Sanctioned NGOs often have
difficulties sustaining
partnerships with other
international NGOs, multilateral
agencies and bodies, and/or even
just other local NGOs, which limits
their ability to conduct cross-
border advocacy, research, and
humanitarian action.
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Trump admin Marco Rubio reaffirms support for
Israel and Netanyahu

By Henry Nicholas

In his public statements beside
Netanyahu, Rubio did not bring
up the prospect of a ceasefire or
reiterate his previous
condemnation of Israel for
launching an airstrike last week
on Hamas leaders in Doha, the
capital of Qatar, another close
friend of the United States. As
the        Trump        administration 

looks to minimize the harm to US
relations in the Gulf caused by
the Israeli strike last Tuesday,
the state department said Rubio
would stop in Doha on Tuesday
on his route to London.

Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani, the emir of Qatar, stated
during an emergency Arab and 

Islamic meeting in Doha that
Israel's goal in carrying out the
strike was to sabotage ceasefire
negotiations.

“Whoever works diligently and
systematically to assassinate the
party with whom he is
negotiating, intends to thwart
the negotiations,”

 September 2025
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he told fellow leaders.

In accordance with Israel's
desire for a one-step agreement
to free all 20 hostages who are
still known to be alive and the
bodies of another 28 who are
supposed to be dead, the Hamas
leadershad been in Doha to
negotiate a ceasefire proposal
made by Donald Trump. A
gradual ceasefire deal similar to
the one proposed by US
ambassador Steve Witkoff was
approved by Hamas in August.

Other than stating that the US
will "continue to explore and be
dedicated to" a peaceful
resolution that he claimed
depended on the eradication of
Hamas, Rubio made no mention
of potential ceasefire
parameters in Jerusalem.

“At the end of the day, no matter
what has happened or happens,
the objective remains the same,
and that is all 48 of those
hostages, both living and
deceased, need to be home.
They need to be returned,”

he said.

“Hamas needs to cease to exist
as an armed element that can
threaten the peace and security
of the region. And the people of
Gaza deserve a better future.
But that better future cannot
begin until Hamas is eliminated.”

Rubio warned that the intended
recognition of Palestine by
several US allies, including the
UK, France, Canada, Belgium and 

Australia, would make peace less
likely.

“It actually makes it harder to
negotiate … because it
emboldens these groups,”

he said, referring to Hamas and
other Palestinian militants. He
added that the Trump
administration had warned
states preparing to recognise
Palestine “there will be an Israeli
counter reaction to those
moves” – in what may have been
a reference to a possible Israeli
move to annex occupied areas of
the West Bank.

Regarding Israel's impending
ground invasion of Gaza City,
Rubio remained silent. Prior to
the attack, the Israel Defense
Forces had started evacuating
the city's residents and
demolishing apartment
complexes, a move that drew
worldwide censure.

The majority of the estimated
million Palestinians taking refuge
in the urban sprawl have chosen
to remain, either because they
are unable to relocate or
because they have nowhere else
to go, but tens of thousands
have departed Gaza City for the
south. According to
humanitarian organizations,
displaced persons can no longer
find a secure or acceptable
location to live in Gaza.

Ten of its buildings, including
two clinics and seven schools,
have been struck by Israeli
strikes in the last four days, 

according to the UN relief
organization Unrwa.

Netanyahu defended Israel’s
tactics.

“We’re not bringing down those
towers to intimidate people.
Those towers are serving as
Hamas strongholds,”

he said.

“But what we’re doing is we’re
telling the population … we ask
you to leave. And what is Hamas
doing? They’re asking them to
stay, because they want to use
them as human shields.”

The UN rapporteur on human
rights in the occupied territories,
Francesca Albanese, said the aim
of the Gaza City offensive was to
make it uninhabitable.

“This is the last piece of Gaza
that needs to be rendered
unlivable,”

Albanese said on Monday.

The Israeli mission to the UN
rejected her remarks, blaming
Hamas for the destruction.

“According to her, Hamas
doesn’t embed itself in civilian
infrastructure, doesn’t cynically
use civilians as human shields,
and generally doesn’t really
exist,”

it said.
The IDF chief of staff, Lt Gen
Eyal Zamir, is widely reported to
have deep misgivings about the 
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Gaza City offensive, arguing it
would not destroy Hamas and
would be costly in the lives of
Israeli soldiers and hostages.
According to the Yedioth
Ahronoth newspaper, the
commander told a Knesset
committee on Friday that he had
been left in the dark about the
objectives.

“The prime minister hasn’t told
us what the next stage is. We
don’t know what to prepare for.
If they want military rule, then
they should say military rule,”

Zamir is reported to have told
the committee. According to the
same report, he described the
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation,
the US-Israeli backed scheme to
distribute food instead of the
UN, as a “failure” and questioned
why money was being spent on
expanding it.

In an open letter to Zamir on
Monday, the Hostages and
Missing Families Forum asked to
meet him to put its case against
the Gaza City offensive.

“We demand that the fate of our
loved ones not be abandoned!”

the forum said in a social media
post.

“The IDF must present a clear
policy to the public and families:
no more living hostages
murdered in captivity as a result
of military pressure, and no
more bodies disappearing under
rubble, losing any chance to
locate them and return them for 

proper burial.”

The emir of Qatar charged Israel
with disregarding its hostages in
the Gaza Strip during the Doha
meeting. Instead, he claimed, its
goal was to "make sure Gaza is
no longer livable."

The Israeli missile strike killed a
Qatari security officer and
advisers to Hamas leadership.
According to Israeli claims, the
leaders who were allegedly the
target were at the time in
another building.

Netanyahu said that his
government took "full
responsibility" for the raid in
Qatar, which was a "wholly
independent decision by Israel."
He maintained that the mission
had succeeded despite refusing
to provide specifics about the
losses.

“It didn’t fail because it had one
central message … and that is,
you can hide, you can run, but
we’ll get you,”

he said.
According to official estimates,
Israel has murdered around
64,000 Palestinians in Gaza so
far, but thousands more are
thought to be buried beneath
the debris.

According to official estimates,
Israel has murdered around
64,000 Palestinians in Gaza so
far, but thousands more are
thought to be buried beneath
the debris. Even internal IDF
figures indicate that civilians 

have made up the vast majority
of the victims.

The international court of justice
is considering claims that
Netanyahu's government is
committing genocide, and the
international criminal court has
issued an arrest order for
Netanyahu for war crimes. Israel
disputes the accusation, saying
it was acting in self-defense
following the October 7, 2023,
Hamas attack that killed 1,200
Israelis, more than two-thirds of
them civilians.

How will Rubio’s visit affect US
mediation efforts in Gaza?

Rubio’s open and public
endorsement of Israel’s military
goals including its goal of
destroying Hamas does solidify
the strong U.S.-Israeli
relationship, but also shows less
openness to Hamas or
negotiating an immediate
ceasefire.

His visit signals a clear indication
of unwavering U.S. support of
Israel’s right to defend itself,
emphasizing U.S. focus on the
release of hostages, which can
have longer-term implications
for the effort to restore a
relationship with Hamas.

Rubio stressed that the United
States would continue to urge
Qatar in its role as a constructive
mediator, signifying that U.S.
support for mediation efforts
remains wide open even in
heightened tensions and
violence.
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According to Turkish officials
who asked not to be named
because the agreements have
not been finalized, Thursday's
meeting with President Donald
Trump is expected to pave the
way for Turkey to purchase more
than $50 billion worth of
liquefied natural gas and
everything from Boeing Co.
aircraft to Lockheed Martin
Corp. fighter jets.

Erdogan views the summit as an
opportunity to mend fences
damaged by retaliatory tariffs
and purchases of Russian
weapons.  
As the largest economy in the
Middle East, investors view
Turkey's role in a Western
alliance as crucial, and it still
relies on US military and
diplomatic support to preserve
regional influence. Since

Trump announced the White
House visit last week, Turkish
stocks and government debt have
increased due to expectations of a
thaw with Washington.

“Erdogan wants to leverage the
Trump presidency to reshape and
improve Turkey-US relations, with
a focus on improving defense
ties,”

said Emre Peker, the London-
based Eurasia Group Europe
director.

“The energy and defense deals
Erdogan is pursuing are key pillars
of a mutually beneficial,
transactional relationship that
would also appeal to Trump’s
dealmaking instincts.”

Since their uncomfortable White 

House encounter in November
2019, the two leaders have made
significant progress. Washington
sanctioned several Turkish
cabinet ministers when Turkey
launched a military invasion
against US-backed Kurdish
fighters following Trump's earlier
that year commitment to
withdraw troops from Syria.

When then-Vice President Mike
Pence mediated a ceasefire that
allowed American-backed forces
to withdraw from the Turkish
line of fire, the alliance just
missed disintegration.

After six years, including a fully
Democratic presidency when
Washington barely gave Turkey
any

attention, Erdogan and Trump 

Tayyip Erdogan to visit White House after six-
year gap

By Athena Nagel
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would both benefit from
improved relations. Trump has
an easytrade-deal triumph since
Turkey is willing to accept some
of the US's energy and military
requirements.

“Erdogan, who prioritizes
remaining president, aims to
avoid jeopardizing his career
path with any problems
stemming from the US or Trump
until an election in 2028 or
earlier,”

said Nihat Ali Ozcan, a strategist
with Ankara-based think-tank
TEPAV.

The largest share of Thursday’s
potential deals could be in
aviation. Boeing and Lockheed
Martin may see orders of as
many as 250 commercial jets
along with additional F-16
fighters, the Turkish officials
said.

Trump said last week there was a
chance to resolve the long-
running logjam over F-35 stealth
aircraft. Turkey was an original
partner in developing
Lockheed’s most advanced
warplane but was ejected from
the program after buying
Russia’s S-400 air defense
system. That purchase resulted
in congressional sanctions,
known as CAATSA, that targeted
Turkey’s defense industry and
still remain in place.

On Wednesday, Turkey
announced long-term contracts
with Woodside Energy Group
Ltd. and Mercuria Energy Group 

Ltd. to buy approximately 76
billion cubic meters of LNG,
mostly from US plants. 

“Turkey signals a strategic pivot
toward rebuilding trust,
particularly after tensions over
defense ties with Russia and
divergent foreign policy
positions,”

said Umud Shokri, a senior
foreign policy adviser at Middle
East Institute, a think tank in
Washington.

Defense agreements and gas
supplies would support bilateral
trade, which both nations have
stated they aim to quadruple to
roughly $100 billion annually.
According to data from the
International Monetary Fund,
exports were roughly balanced
in both directions, which
allowed Turkey to only be
subject to 15% US tariffs on its
goods—one of the lowest rates
Trump levied on rivals in August.

However, he stated that the
"delicate balancing act"
between Russia and the West is
a risk element that creates
uncertainty.

In order to broker an agreement
between Kurdish militants in
Syria and forces loyal to
President Ahmed al-Sharaa's
new administration in
Damascus, Turkey is depending
on US assistance.

Kurdish groups in Syria have
been seen by Ankara as a
continuation of the PKK, the 

rebel group it has fought
alongside for over 40 years. The
PKK just committed to disarm
itself after being labeled a
terrorist organization by the US
and EU.

Erdogan's desired reset is
threatened by divergent
regional policies, such as his
vocal criticism of US partner
Israel, which "may not allow him
to establish long-term stability
in Turkish-US relations through
economic concessions,"
according to Ozcan.

What trade and defense deals
are likely to be discussed at the
meeting?

Turkey has been asking to rejoin
the F-35 fighter jet program
from which it was ousted in
2019 for acquiring Russian S-
400 air defense systems. Some
discussion included the
possibility of lifting sanctions
and potentially allowing Turkey
to buy F-35 jets. 

Turkey is negotiating the
purchase of 40 advanced F-16
jets, with upgrades, to further
bolster its NATO air fleet
capabilities. Additionally, they
spoke about selling the US
Patriot air defense missile
system to Turkey. 

A major trade deal is awaited
with Turkey purchasing Boeing
commercial aircraft, with a
focus on the 787 and 737 jets, as
well as General Electric engines,
in order to modernize its airline
fleet.
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US Congress blocks Türkiye’s fifth-gen fighter
progress
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The second prototype         of
Turkey's domestically produced
fifth-generation Kaan fighter is
already          well along,              but              
Turkish                                Aerospace, 

the manufacturer, is having
trouble locating powerplants for
the jets' production. On
September 26, 2025, a photo
published by the Turkish Armed 

Forces Strengthening
Foundation (TSKGV) showed the
second Kaan prototype in the
background. Standing in front of
the first Kaan 

By Danielle Campbell
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prototype, the photo depicted a
TSKGV group visiting Turkish
Aerospace's facilities in
Kahramankazan, close to Ankara.
Although it didn't seem to have
either wings or a tail, the second
prototype's fuselage's interior
structure looked to be mostly
finished.

After suspending Turkey's
participation in the F-35 Joint
Strike Fighter program the year
before, the US State Department
imposed penalties against Turkey
on December 14, 2020, under the
Countering America's Adversaries
Through Penalties Act (CAATSA). 

This resulted from Ankara's
determination to move forward
with the purchase of the Russian
S-400 air defense system, despite
the US government's warning that
doing so would reveal the F-35's
stealth advantages due to Turkish
hosting of Russian technicians.
This ultimately resulted in Turkey
being kicked out of the F-35
program completely, as well as a
prohibition on all defense-related
US export licenses to the country.

After hosting Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan at the
White House in Washington, DC,
on 25 September 2025, US
President Donald Trump hinted of
the potential for Türkiye to be
allowed to buy F-35s if it stopped
buying Russian oil, although this
seems problematic, given that
Ankara proceeded with its S-400
purchase.

However, Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan stated on 

26 September, “At present, the F-
35s we are expecting and Kaan’s
engines are being held up in the
US Congress, with their export
licences frozen. Those licences
must be activated and the
engines delivered so that Kaan’s
production can move forward.”

Although two US General Electric
F110-GE-129 turbofans, which
were part of the first batch of
these powerplants provided to
Turkish Aerospace before the US
sanctions, power the first Kaan
prototype, it is obvious that
several dozen turbofans would
be needed for the Kaan to go into
production.

Tusaş Engine Industries (TEI) of
Turkey and TRMotor are working
together to build an indigenous
powerplant for the Kaan called
the TF35000 turbofan, but it is
unlikely that the aircraft will be
ready for integration before
2032.

In his remarks, Fidan said that if
the CAATSA problem is not fixed,
Türkiye will have to look for
another powerplant provider.
One possible remedy in this
respect could be found in China's
WS series of combat power
plants.

Although Turkey is still a member
of NATO, the Erdoğan
administration's foreign policy
approach has frequently caused
the nation to clash with the
organization. This was
exemplified by the acquisition of
the S-400 system, but more
recently, Erdoğan has
maintained 

friendly ties with Russia and
China, NATO's enemies. For
instance, Erdoğan was one of the
national leaders in attendance at
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) 2025 summit
in Tianjin, China, when he met with
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Chinese President Xi Jinpeng.

Another dilemma concerning the
Kaan program and Turkey's
defense export licenses is how
likely it is that the US government
will support the creation of a fifth-
generation fighter in 10 years.

What are the immediate impacts
on KAAN test flights and
timeline?

The KAAN program has completed
its initial prototype, which had its
first flight in February 2024. A
second test flight of this
prototype occurred later that
year. Two additional prototypes
are under construction, with flight
tests beginning for one by mid-
2026 and the other by early 2027.

The first production blocks rely on
engines manufactured in the US
by General Electric (GE) F110. The
US Congress’ temporary
suspension of engine license
exports introduces a risk of delay
in flight testing, early deliveries,
and commitments to other export
partners, namely Indonesia.

Turkish defense officials, including
Haluk Görgün, (head of the
Presidency of Defense Industries)
claim that "although the blockade
is in place," the program "is facing
no delays."
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ship in the Gulf of Aden this
week, leaving it adrift and
burning while injuring two crew
members.

What legal options do oil
companies have against
attacks?

The United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
affords coastal states limited
power to defend oil installations
located offshore, as it permits
coastal states to create safety
zones of up to 500m around
their oil installations located in
their Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZs).

The 1988 Suppression of
Unlawful Acts (SUA) Convention
and Protocol specifically target
unlawful and violent acts against
offshore petroleum installations,
requiring states that are a party
to the SUA Convention and
Protocol (Contracting States) to
criminalize the offense,
prosecute, and cooperate in
enforcement against the
perpetrators.

Nonetheless, the approach of
enforcement action (interdiction
or the arrest of offenders)
against offenders on foreign
flagged ships that have
committed the attack is
cumbersome and constrained by
jurisdictional and sovereign
considerations.
 

Thirteen American corporations,
nine executives, and two vessels
were sanctioned by the Sanaa-
based Humanitarian Operations
Coordination Center (HOCC),
which is affiliated with the
Houthi military and serves as a
liaison between Houthi forces
and commercial shipping
operators. On its website, HOCC
stated that entities assigned by
the Houthis "shall be dealt with
in accordance with the principle
of confrontation," outlining its
plans for dealing with those who
are thought to be subject to
their sanctions. The
announcement serves as a 

warning that the businesses
which also include Diamond S
Shipping and ConocoPhillips are
considered hostile entities that
are vulnerable to assault.

Requests for comment were not
immediately answered by the
companies.

In what they claim is sympathy
with Palestinians after Israel's
war on Gaza, the Houthis have
undertaken multiple attacks on
ships in the Red Sea since 2023
that they believe are associated
with Israel.  They assaulted a
Dutch cargo 

Iran Signals Willingness for Renewed US
Dialogue
By Kathy Malouf

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/yemens-houthis-target-major-us-180156019.html
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Stocks Close at Record Highs Despite Job
Worries, Looming Inflation Reports
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US. stock markets reached
record highs this week, a
remarkable feat given growing
concerns about the labor market
and an ongoing government
shutdown that has disrupted key
economic data releases. Major
indices like the Dow Jones
Industrial Average, the S&P 500,
and Nasdaq set new closing
records over the past several
days, underscoring robust
investor confidence despite
underlying economic
uncertainties.

On October 2, 2025, the S&P 500
climbed approximately 0.3% to a
record close, while the Nasdaq
rose by 0.4%, and the Dow Jones
added 43 points or 0.1%. These
gains came amid optimism that a
federal funding impasse would
be brief and not severely impact
the broader economy. Trading
on Wall Street continued this
trajectory into October 3, with
futures rising amid hopes of an
imminent Federal Reserve
interest rate cut, a signal that
investors expect continued
support for economic growth
and corporate earnings.

Government Shutdown Impact
and Market Resilience

The U.S. government shutdown,
entering its third day, has stalled
critical government functions,
particularly delaying the release
of vital economic data such as
the highly anticipated nonfarm
payrolls report. The shutdown
commenced after congressional
leaders failed to reach an
agreement by a funding
deadline, with Democrats and
Republicans exchanging blame
for the stalemate.

Despite this, the market has
largely shrugged off the
shutdown’s negative
implications. Financial strategist
Saglimene from Ameriprise
Financial noted,  "Strong
macroeconomic conditions,
bolstered by vigorous consumer
activity, combined  with the
Fed's potential to lower rates,
have fostered a market
atmosphere where stock
volatility has remained largely
stable." 

This stability is attributed to
solid corporate earnings,
especially in technology sectors,
and investor confidence that
legislative deadlock will be short-
lived.

Notable deals have also
bolstered investor sentiment.
One example is Warren Buffett's
Berkshire Hathaway's
announcement to acquire
Occidental Petroleum’s
petrochemical division for $9
billion, signaling continued 

corporate confidence and
investment activity despite
wider political gridlock.

Labor Market Concerns and
Alternative Data Indicators

A substantial source of concern
is the labor market, which is
showing signs of cooling off. The
Labor Department announced a
sharp slowdown in job growth,
with August’s figures revealing
only 22,000 new jobs added—a
stark drop from expectations of
75,000. Additionally, data from
payroll processing firm ADP
reported a decline of 32,000
private sector jobs in
September, the largest drop
since March 2023.

The nonfarm payroll report,
scheduled for early October,
was postponed due to the
government shutdown, causing
analysts and investors to turn to
alternative data sources to
gauge the health of the labor
market. The cooling job market,
while raising caution, has
simultaneously fueled
speculation that the Federal
Reserve could soon reduce
interest rates to support
economic activity.

Mulmat, CEO of North American
parent company tastytrade,
stated, 

"It will require more than a
single disappointing data report
to shake this market at this
stage." 

This remark reflects a broader 
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market view that current
earnings strength and consumer
spending can sustain stocks
through short-term economic
jitters.

Inflation Outlook Clouds Future
Market Path

Looking ahead, investors are
anxiously awaiting fresh inflation
data, which has been delayed
due to the shutdown. The
personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) price index—
closely watched by the Fed—is
expected to rise moderately in
its next release, sustaining
concerns about persistent
inflationary pressures. Forecasts
for the upcoming report predict
a month-over-month PCE
increase of 0.3% and a year-
over-year rise of 2.7%, with the
core index expected to follow
similar trends.

Persistent inflation combined
with a weakening labor market
presents a delicate balancing act
for Federal Reserve
policymakers. They must weigh
the benefits of potentially
cutting interest rates to support
growth against risks of inflation
remaining above target levels.
The next Fed meeting scheduled
for late October is now clouded
by uncertainty, as the lack of
fresh government data
complicates decision-making.

Tech Sector Leads Amid AI
Optimism

Despite the broader
macroeconomic concerns, 

technology stocks have shone
brightly, driving much of the
market’s record highs. The rise
of artificial intelligence (AI)
investments and innovations
has injected strong momentum
into the sector, with companies
like Nvidia reaching historic
market capitalizations—recently
hitting $4.5 trillion, a first for
any company.

Even as some tech stocks
experienced minor pullbacks—
for example, Nvidia closed
slightly lower on October 2 after
consecutive gains—the sector’s
overall strength remains a
critical underpinning of market
optimism. Analyst commentary
suggests that AI innovation
continues to fuel investor
enthusiasm and offset worries
stemming from other economic
challenges.

Market Outlook: Cautious
Optimism Despite Risks

As Wall Street heads into the
coming week and month, the
dominant sentiment remains a
mixture of cautious optimism
and close monitoring. The
current bull market rally shows
signs of resilience, sustained by
strong corporate earnings,
significant technology sector
advances, and anticipation of
accommodative monetary
policy. Nevertheless, the
shadow of the government
shutdown, labor market
softness, and inflation
uncertainties temper this
confidence.

Investors are increasingly
attentive to how the duration of
the government shutdown will
impact economic data flow and
Federal Reserve decision-making.
Market watchers emphasize that
while stocks have historically
weathered shutdowns without
major disruption, the present
environment is uniquely
challenging due to several
overlapping economic
conditions.

As one strategist bluntly
summarized, 
"Stocks have typically glided by
previous shutdowns — but this
one could be riskier given the
slew of economic conditions at
play." 

This statement underscores the
need for vigilance as
policymakers and market
participants navigate the evolving
economic landscape.
U.S. stocks have impressively
closed at record highs despite the
backdrop of job market worries
and an ongoing government
shutdown that has delayed
crucial inflation data. Investors’
hopes are pinned on potential
Federal Reserve interest rate cuts
and the resilience of key
economic sectors, especially
technology. However, the
challenges of a slowing labor
market, inflation pressures, and
political uncertainties remain
significant headwinds. The
coming weeks will test how far
this optimism can sustain itself as
economic data returns and
policymakers confront complex
decisions.
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Billion
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The Trump family has amassed a
theoretical paper fortune of
around $5 billion through their
cryptocurrency venture, World
Liberty Financial (WLFI), marking
a new financial milestone that
now exceeds the worth of their
traditional real estate empire.
This significant valuation follows
the public debut of the WLFI
token, which began trading on
cryptocurrency exchanges in
early September 2025. Despite a 

subsequent dip in token price,
the overall value of the Trump
family’s holdings remains
substantial due to their large
stake in the digital currency.

The WLFI token was launched
during Donald Trump’s 2024
presidential campaign. Trump’s
sons—Eric, Donald Jr., and
Barron—are co-founders of the
enterprise, while Donald Trump
holds the honorary title of "co-

founder emeritus." Collectively,
the family owns about 22.5
billion WLFI tokens, which
accounts for nearly a quarter of
the total token supply. At the
token’s initial trading price
around 24 cents, the Trump
family’s holdings represent an
estimated worth of $5.4 billion,
although these tokens are
currently ‘locked’ and cannot be
sold immediately without
restrictions.

By Kathy Malouf
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Cryptocurrency Surpasses Real
Estate Wealth

Financial disclosures reveal that
the Trump family’s
cryptocurrency assets have
grown to a valuation surpassing
the legacy wealth built from the
family’s longstanding property
empire. Donald Trump himself
owns around 15.75 billion tokens
valued at roughly $3.4 billion,
making digital assets the largest
contributor to his net worth at
present. This development is
noteworthy, given that the
Trump name has historically
been synonymous with real
estate investments, particularly
in New York.

The extraordinary rise in WLFI’s 

valuation underscores the
Trump family's aggressive pivot
into the rapidly evolving and
lucrative crypto space. Eric
Trump lauded the project on
social media, declaring the
launch as, "a monumental
moment for the future of
currency, founded on trust,
speed, and American values."
The sentiment reflects their
vision to shape a new financial
era through blockchain
innovation.

Token Launch and Market
Performance

WLFI’s listing on major
exchanges like Binance and
Coinbase ignited widespread
interest. The token initially 

surged above 30 cents on its
launch day but then retreated to
nearly 21 cents within 48 hours,
reflecting volatile market
conditions common in the
crypto space. Despite this dip,
the token retained a higher value
than many earlier private sale
prices, positioning early
investors—including the Trump
family—for potential gains.

World Liberty Financial’s tokens
remain locked for founders,
meaning the Trump family
cannot immediately liquidate
their holdings. Any premature
sale by insiders could further
depress the token price. Still, the
current valuation is considered a
theoretical accumulation of
wealth, dependent on market
demand and future trading
dynamics.

Business Model and Revenue
Streams

Apart from token appreciation,
the Trump family reportedly
earns revenue from WLFI token
sales. Estimates suggest
revenues exceeding $500 million
have been generated,
particularly after World Liberty
Financial partnered with a
publicly traded company that
raised $750 million to acquire
WLFI tokens. This partnership
adds complexity to the
company’s structure, enabling it
to act both as a token seller and
buyer, enhancing liquidity and
investor interest.

The organization behind WLFI
promotes ambitious goals, 
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including the launch of a
stablecoin named USD1,
intended to maintain a fixed
value relative to the U.S. dollar.
While the token itself has
attracted broad attention, the
broader project is still evolving,
with additional financial
products yet to be introduced.

Political and Ethical Scrutiny

The Trump family’s crypto
success has ignited fierce
debate over potential conflicts
of interest and ethical concerns.
Critics argue that Donald
Trump’s dual role as a sitting
president and crypto beneficiary
blurs the lines between
governance and personal
financial gain. Several watchdog
groups and Democratic
lawmakers have raised alarms,
pressing for greater
transparency regarding the
administration’s involvement in
cryptocurrency regulation while
profiting handsomely from the
space.

The sharp rise in crypto wealth
for a family currently holding the
highest political office has
prompted questions about
regulatory influence and fairness
in the digital asset market.
Critics warn of dangers arising
from limited oversight and the
intertwining of political power
with emerging financial
technologies. Some view the
Trump family’s venture as
emblematic of broader
challenges posed by
cryptocurrency’s opaque and
lightly regulated environment.

Strategic Expansion and Future
Prospects

The Trump family’s ambitions
extend beyond WLFI’s tokenized
assets. The family is heavily
invested in related projects
such as American Bitcoin
(ABTC), a publicly traded Bitcoin
mining company headed by
Trump’s sons. ABTC’s stock
debuted strongly with a 110%
surge, signaling investor interest
in the family's broader crypto
portfolio. 
The family’s combined holdings
and market influence are
increasingly perceived as a
strategic push to dominate
various aspects of the crypto
industry, from token issuance to
mining operations. This growing
footprint is bolstered by an
administration keen to position
the U.S. as a “crypto capital of
the world,” which critics see as
aligned with the Trump family's
personal financial interests.

Market Reception and Investor
Caution

Market reaction to WLFI has
been mixed. While initial
excitement fueled a token price
spike, the swift decline
afterward reflects typical
cryptocurrency volatility and
speculative trading behavior.
Expert commentary suggests
that while the $5 billion
valuation grants the Trump
family notable clout, it remains
a "paper wealth" accumulation
contingent on the crypto
market’s stability and future
regulatory developments.

Some analysts caution that the
founders' locked token status
prevents immediate
monetization, implying that real
financial gains are not yet
realized. Furthermore, any policy
decisions or unexpected
regulatory actions could
dramatically influence WLFI’s
price and the family’s net worth.
As with all nascent blockchain
projects, high risks coexist with
high rewards.

The Trump family’s $5 billion
stake in World Liberty Financial
marks a significant evolution in
their wealth from traditional real
estate holdings to digital assets.
The public launch of the WLFI
cryptocurrency token has
created a lucrative valuation in a
short time, with potential
earnings not only from token
appreciation but also from
ongoing revenue streams linked
to token sales. However, this
success brings intense scrutiny
over ethical and political
implications given the family’s
prominent political roles and
influence. As the cryptocurrency
project and the Trump family's
portfolio expand, both
supporters and critics closely
watch the interplay between
political power, financial
innovation, and regulatory
oversight. The next steps for
World Liberty Financial—
including product launches,
market performance, and
government policies—will be
pivotal in determining whether
this $5 billion paper fortune
translates into sustained digital
financial might.
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By John Ruehl

Stock Market Today: Dow, S&P 500, Nasdaq
Climb to Records as Sharp Jobs Revision Sets
Stage for Inflation Data
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US. equity markets continued
their upward trajectory as the
Dow Jones Industrial Average
and S&P 500 notched fresh
record closing highs on October
3, 2025, even as the Nasdaq
slipped slightly. 

These gains underscore investor
optimism fueled by advances in
artificial intelligence (AI)
technologies and expectations
of Federal Reserve interest rate
cuts, despite ongoing economic
uncertainties rooted in a
government shutdown and
delayed labor market data.

The Dow surged by 238.56
points, or 0.51%, closing at an
unprecedented 46,758.28,
crossing the 47,000 mark
intraday for the first time in
history, a milestone reflecting
sustained confidence in blue-
chip stocks. The S&P 500 crept
up by a marginal 0.01%,
clinching a new record close at
6,715.79. In contrast, the Nasdaq
Composite, which is heavily
weighted with tech stocks,
retreated 0.3%, weighed down
notably by sharp declines in
select technology shares.

Government Shutdown and Its
Market Impact

The U.S. government shutdown
entered its third day, leading to
delays in critical economic data
releases, including the highly
anticipated September jobs
report. This blackout has created
significant gaps in economic
visibility for investors and
policymakers at the Federal 

Reserve. However, market
participants took historical
precedent into account,
recalling that short-term
shutdowns generally have
limited economic impact, and
instead focused on private data
sources to assess economic
health.

Paul Christopher, a global
strategist at Fargo Investment,
emphasized, 

"Thursday's market behavior
indicates that the legacy of
government shutdowns
continues to influence
sentiment. These occurrences
typically have limited adverse
economic effects during their
duration, but once the federal
operations resume, the
economy bounces back from
those minor disruptions." 

This confidence helped
underpin market resilience amid
political gridlock.

Labor Market's Surprising
Revision and Implications for
Inflation

Adding to market dynamics, a
sharp downward revision in
prior jobs data signaled a
notable deceleration in labor
market growth. New figures
showed that job additions in
August were revised down from
initial estimates, confirming a
slowing pace of hiring. This
slowing labor market has
increased expectations for more
aggressive Federal Reserve rate
cuts in the near term, 

potentially bolstering equities
amid economic headwinds.In the
absence of official government
reports, investors analyzed
private sector data, including
surveys from payroll firms and
the Institute for Supply
Management's services
employment index, which
contracted for the fourth
consecutive month. Mona
Mahajan of Edward Jones stated, 

"It certainly feels like momentum
is on the side of investors over
the last few days," 
reflecting optimism around rate
cut prospects despite weak job
growth.

AI Sector's Role in Market Gains
and Tech Sell-Off

Artificial intelligence
developments remained a
dominant force in supporting the
stock rally. Nvidia’s shares
reached record highs early last
week, boosting the
semiconductor sector and
contributing to the broader
market’s enthusiasm.
Partnerships between tech
giants like OpenAI and Japanese
firms Hitachi and Fujitsu further
underscored the AI growth
narrative, igniting investor
interest and lifting associated
stocks.

However, the tech sector faced
headwinds as well, with notable
stocks experiencing volatility.
Palantir Technologies dropped
7.7% after disappointing
guidance, while Tesla and Nvidia
declined
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by 3% and 1%, respectively,
following profit-taking and
concerns about semiconductor
supply chain issues. Applied
Materials, a key chipmaker,
warned of a $600 million
revenue impact linked to
semiconductor export
restrictions, which pressured its
shares to fall 2.7%.

These mixed movements in tech
stocks illustrate the fragile
balance between investor
enthusiasm for AI innovation
and caution about
macroeconomic risks and
geopolitical trade challenges.

Broad Market Strength and
Sector Rotation

While tech shares showed
uneven performance, other
sectors gained ground,
diversifying market leadership.
Utilities led sector gains within
the S&P 500, rising 1.2%, while
pharmaceutical stocks enjoyed
their best week in over a decade,
benefiting from strong earnings
and defensive demand amid
market uncertainties.

David Solomon, CEO of Goldman
Sachs, commented during an
industry conference, 

"Mark run in, and we've
significant innovation and lots of
companies around, you see the
run ahead of the potential." 

This captures the tempered
excitement surrounding the
evolving technology landscape
that continues to influence 

stock valuations.

Despite cautionary voices, the
markets ended the week on a
strong note with all three major
indexes posting weekly gains
exceeding 1%. This rally comes
as investors balance concerns
about a slowing economy and
government paralysis against
optimism for upcoming Federal
Reserve monetary easing and
persistent corporate earnings
strength.

Looking Ahead: Inflation Data
and Fed Decisions

The delayed release of U.S.
inflation data due to the
shutdown places added focus
on upcoming economic reports
that will likely steer Federal
Reserve policy decisions. The
personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) price index,
considered the Fed’s preferred
inflation gauge, is due later this
month and is expected to
provide critical insight into
inflation trends.

Given the recent jobs report
revision showing slower labor
market activity, market
participants increasingly
anticipate the Fed to lower
interest rates at its meeting
planned for late October, aiming
to support growth amid signs of
economic deceleration.

However, the dual challenge for
the Fed lies in balancing this
labor softness with persistent
inflation that remains above
target levels, especially in 

housing and energy costs.
Investors are monitoring these
data points closely, mindful that
any inflation surprise could
adjust the Fed’s path and market
sentiment accordingly.

Market Sentiment and Investor
Outlook

The prevailing market sentiment
navigates between bullish
enthusiasm for technological
innovation and wariness of
potential systemic risks. ETFs
tracking AI and semiconductor
companies continue to attract
capital, driving impressive gains,
while defensive sectors provide
ballast against volatility.

Some market strategists caution
that the existing rally could face
correction given stretched
valuations. A strategist at RA
Research pointed out, 

"Government shutdowns have
been headline events rather than
bottom-line-affecting events," 

suggesting that policymakers
and markets remain confident
that current disruptions will be
temporary.

Overall, while some pockets of
the market struggle with sector-
specific pressures and
regulatory concerns, the broader
indices reflect underlying
investor confidence fueled by
strong earnings, the promise of
AI advancements, and the
prospect of more
accommodative monetary
policy.
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The Federal Reserve's recent
economic report shines a stark
light on the growing strains
experienced by U.S. businesses
and households as the economy
faces a complex interplay of
labor market softness, inflation
pressures, and the lingering
effects of tariff-induced cost
increases. Released amidst
heightened market focus on
Federal Reserve policy moves,
the report outlines a slower
growth trajectory and evolving
risks that will shape monetary
decisions in the coming months.

After cutting the federal funds
rate by 25 basis points in
September 2025—the first
reduction since December 2024
—the Fed projected additional
easing, anticipating another 50
basis points in cuts by the end of
the year and a further quarter-
point reduction in 2026. This
reflects a cautious pivot toward
supporting growth amid signs
that the economy is cooling.

Slowing Growth and Labor
Market Weakness

The report underscores a clear
moderation in economic activity.
U.S. GDP growth slowed to an 

annualized rate of 1.6% in the
first half of 2025—a marked
deceleration from 2.4% the
previous year. A major driver of
this slowdown has been the
softening in consumer spending,
especially earlier in the year,
though retail sales saw a modest
pickup during the summer
months.

Employment growth likewise
slowed significantly. The labor
market shows signs of easing
with both softer labor demand
and a weakening labor supply.
The unemployment rate ticked
up slightly but remains
historically low, currently
standing around 4.5%. Fed
officials interpret this as a sign
that labor demand has
decreased a bit more than
supply, leading to rising
downside risks for employment.

Federally appointed officials
were candid in acknowledging
the delays in data from the
government shutdown, noting, 

"While the lack of a September
jobs report is unfortunate, we
analyze a broad array of
indicators rather than relying on
a single data point," 

reflecting a comprehensive
approach to gauging economic
health beyond headline
employment figures.

Inflation and Tariff Impacts
Persist

Inflation remains a central
concern. Despite declining 

somewhat from peak pressure,
prices for many goods remain
elevated due to lingering tariff
effects. The Fed report explicitly
cites tariffs as a factor
continuing to filter through to
higher costs on consumer goods.
The personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) inflation
gauge, favored by the Fed, is
expected to average around 3%
for 2025, with forecasts for 2026
slightly revised upward in the
latest projections.

Several Fed officials also
highlighted the disproportionate
inflationary pressures in sectors
such as housing and energy,
which continue to challenge
policymakers’ goal of returning
inflation to the traditional 2%
target.

Financial Strains on Businesses
and Consumers

The Fed’s economic survey
collected input from a broad
range of districts, revealing that
many businesses report
heightened cost pressures,
disrupted supply chains, and
cautious hiring plans. Small- and
medium-sized enterprises, in
particular, conveyed worries
about increasing borrowing costs
and wage demands amid
uncertain demand outlooks.

Households also face challenges
with rising living costs. Despite a
tight labor market that has
generally supported wage
growth, many consumers
express concerns about
affordability and
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financial resilience. The report
notes increased credit card use
and higher debt levels in some
segments, signaling pressure on
household budgets amid
persistent inflation.Economist
Cassandra Rowe commented, 

"These strains on businesses and
consumers are a reminder that
the recovery is uneven and that
both monetary and fiscal
policies need to remain flexible
to address emerging risks," 

emphasizing the careful
balancing act policymakers must
perform.

Fed’s Policy Outlook and Market
Expectations

In response to these challenges,
the Fed’s updated economic
projections reveal a willingness
to maintain policy flexibility and
continue easing to support
demand. 

The median forecast suggests
further interest rate reductions
totaling 75 basis points before
year-end, reflecting a shift away
from the aggressive tightening
cycles of the prior year.

Bank of America Global Research
recently moved up its forecast
for the next Fed rate cut to
October 2025 from December,
citing increasingly evident labor
market softness. This aligns with
market pricing that nearly fully
expects a 25-basis-point cut at
the October Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting.

However, some Fed officials and
market participants caution
against over-easing. 

Newly appointed Fed Governor
Stephen Miran stood alone in
the September vote to advocate
for a more aggressive half-point
cut. Others warn that inflation
remains elevated and
premature rate reductions
could entrench price pressures.

Preparing for Economic
Uncertainties

Federal Reserve Bank of New
York President John Williams
underscored the importance of
preparedness for unexpected
shocks in the fluid economic
environment. Speaking recently,
Williams said the central bank
must be ready to respond
quickly to sudden changes,
stating,

"Uncertainty is a defining
feature of today's economy, and
effective monetary policy
requires adaptability to the
unexpected."

His remarks highlight the
challenges the Fed faces in
balancing growth support with
inflation control under
unpredictable conditions.

Looking Ahead: Data and Policy
Watch

With government data releases
delayed due to the shutdown,
the Fed and markets are
increasingly relying on private
sector and alternative data 

sources to guide forecasts and
policy decisions. Upcoming
inflation readings, particularly
the delayed September PCE
inflation report, will be closely
scrutinized for clues about the
longevity of current price
pressures.

Furthermore, the labor market's
evolving dynamics will remain
critical to the Fed’s decision-
making. A sustained slowdown
could bolster the case for
continued easing, while
unexpectedly strong wage
growth or employment gains
might temper rate cut
enthusiasm.

The Federal Reserve’s latest
economic report presents a
nuanced portrait of an economy
grappling with multiple
headwinds. Slowing growth,
inflationary tailwinds from
tariffs, and financial stress on
businesses and households all
contribute to a complex
backdrop that challenges
policymakers. The Fed’s shift
toward easing monetary policy
aims to provide support amid
these strains, but uncertainty
remains high as evolving data
and geopolitical risks play a
significant role.

As the Fed seeks to maintain its
dual mandate of maximum
employment and price stability,
market observers and
policymakers alike keep a
vigilant eye on upcoming data
releases and global
developments that will shape
the economic outlook into 2026.
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India has firmly stated it will
continue purchasing Russian oil
despite the United States
imposing heavy tariffs on Indian
imports as a punitive measure.
The tariffs, which cumulatively
reach a staggering 50% on some
Indian goods, are part of the
Trump administration's strategy
to pressure India to reduce its oil
trade with Russia amidst ongoing
sanctions linked to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman defended India’s
energy policy, emphasizing the
country’s sovereign right to
secure affordable energy
supplies for its population. She
said,  

"India will continue to buy
Russian oil because it is
necessary for our energy
security and economic growth.
The decisions we take are in the
best interest of our people, and
we will not bow down to external
pressure."

Context Behind US Tariffs on
India

The Trump administration
escalated tariffs on Indian
exports in August 2025
specifically in response to
India’s continued importation of
Russian crude oil. Initially, a 25%
tariff was introduced, which was
followed by an additional 25%
ad valorem duty, effectively
doubling the trade penalty on
certain goods from India. These
tariffs come on top of existing
trade frictions and have
complicated relations between
the world’s two largest
democracies.

An official Executive Order
framed the tariffs as reinforcing
U.S. economic interests during
the national emergency in
response to Russia’s military
actions in Ukraine. President
Trump declared that India’s
procurement of discounted
Russian oil circumvents broader
efforts to isolate Russia 

economically. U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
remarked on CNBC, 
"India’s ongoing purchases of
Russian oil have benefited some
of the wealthiest families in the
country and undermine our
collective pressure on Moscow." 
This statement underscored
Washington’s rationale for using
trade as leverage for
geopolitical aims.

India’s Historical and Economic
Imperatives

India’s longstanding strategic
alliance with Russia is deeply
rooted in Cold War diplomacy
and military cooperation, with
Russia serving as a critical
defense supplier. Economically,
the surge in Russian oil imports
since the Ukraine war began
reflects New Delhi’s urgent need
for affordable energy amid
global supply disruptions.

Before the war, India imported
about 3% of its crude oil from
Russia; however, this share
jumped to approximately 50% in
2025, as noted by data tracking
oil flows. Major Indian refiners
such as Reliance Industries, led
by Asia’s richest individual
Mukesh Ambani, have leveraged
discounted Russian crude to
feed massive refining capacities
and serve domestic
consumption, as well as export
markets.

By Henry Nicholas
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Despite slowing imports
following tariff imposition,
Indian sources have indicated
the discounted price offered by
Russia remains a major
incentive. A senior official at
Bharat Petroleum explained that
recent reductions in discounts
have led to slight import
decreases but pledged
continued engagement based on
economic merit.

Impact on US-India Trade
Relations

The tariffs have significantly
strained US-India trade
negotiations, with American
officials conveying that curbing
Russian oil imports is a key
precondition for reducing tariff
rates and advancing a broader
bilateral trade deal. However,
Indian trade representatives
insist that sanctions impinge on
national sovereignty and energy
independence.

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal asserted,  "We are focused
on building new markets and
strengthening global
partnerships rather than
succumbing to punitive tariffs.
Our priority remains affordable
energy and sustainable growth." 

This stance reflects India’s
broader diplomatic balancing
act between engaging with
Western allies and maintaining
longstanding ties with Russia.

While the United States exempts
itself from similar restrictions—
continuing imports of Russian 

uranium, palladium, and
fertilizers—India views the
sanctions as inconsistent and
driven by geopolitical interests
rather than market
considerations.

Economic Realities Behind
India’s Oil Strategy

Energy security concerns remain
paramount, as India’s population
of 1.4 billion relies heavily on
affordable fuel to drive economic
development. The spike in global
oil prices since 2022 has
pressured Indian industry and
consumers, motivating New
Delhi’s pragmatic approach to oil
sourcing.

Analysts note that around 60% of
India's Russian oil imports flow
through long-term contracts,
binding the country to these
supplies for extended periods
despite diplomatic pressures.
Adjustments in import levels thus
reflect complex commercial
arrangements rather than purely
political decisions.

Furthermore, the U.S. itself
imports refined petroleum
products from India, much of
which originates from Russian
crude sourced at Indian
refineries, highlighting the
interconnected nature of global
energy markets.

Regional and Global Geopolitical
Implications

India’s steadfast acceptance of
Russian oil amid the Ukraine
conflict has placed it at odds with 

the United States and several
Western allies seeking to
maximize sanctions on Moscow.
This divergence demonstrates
India’s increasing strategic
autonomy and desire to balance
relations with multiple power
centers.

While India has begun diversifying
energy sources, such moves are
gradual and cautious,
constrained by fiscal realities and
long-term contracts. The tension
exemplifies broader challenges
for emerging economies
navigating great power rivalry
while meeting domestic
developmental needs.

India’s Balancing Act

India’s declaration to continue
buying Russian oil despite U.S.
tariffs reflects a calculated
decision grounded in economic
necessity and geopolitical
pragmatism. The Trump
administration’s tariff strategy
aims to deter these purchases
but faces resistance from New
Delhi, which prioritizes energy
security for its growing
population and economy.

As India navigates this delicate
balancing act, the broader impact
on U.S.-India relations and global
energy markets remains
uncertain. The evolving dynamics
underscore the limits of trade
sanctions in reshaping long-
established energy partnerships
and the importance of
negotiating constructive
frameworks accommodating
diverse national interests.
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Navy bean soup holds a special
place in American political
culture, most notably as a daily
staple of the United States
Senate dining room. Often
referred to as Senate bean soup,
this modest but symbolic dish
has been served for over a
century, deeply embedded in
the traditions and daily rituals of
the US legislative branch.
Beyond being a simple comfort
food, navy bean soup at the US
Senate symbolizes historical
continuity, regional culinary
influences, and an enduring
cultural icon within the federal
government. 

Origins and Early History of
Senate Bean Soup

The tradition of serving bean soup
in the Senate dates back to the
early 20th century, although the
exact origin of the practice
remains somewhat mysterious.
Navy beans, also known as pea
beans or haricot beans, were
originally cultivated for their
resilience and nutritional value,
making them a popular staple
among sailors across the United
States Navy hence the name
“navy beans.” This connection to
maritime history aligns
symbolically with the Senate’s
own long-standing role in
governing the nation’s armed
forces, including its naval forces.

Several stories attempt to explain
how navy bean soup became a
fixture in the Senate dining room.
While no single origin story has
been confirmed, it is generally
accepted that the soup was
introduced as a hearty,
economical dish suitable for
feeding large numbers of people
efficiently. Ingredients like ham
hocks and onions complemented
the beans, creating a simple but
flavorful recipe cherished by
lawmakers and staff. The original
Senate recipes reportedly
included celery, garlic, and
parsley, further enriching the 

soup’s depth.

Tradition and Cultural
Significance

The continuous daily serving of
navy bean soup in the Senate
dining room is one of the
longest-lasting culinary
traditions in American
government. According to
official Senate sources, bean
soup

has appeared on the Senate
menu every day for decades
without interruption, becoming a 
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symbol of stability amid political
upheavals.

This tradition resonates not only
as a culinary preference but also
as a cultural touchstone
embodying unity and continuity.
Through periods of intense
political change, the familiar
presence of bean soup connects
generations of senators, aides,
and visitors alike to a shared
heritage. Even during the
rationing of World War II, when
navy beans were scarce, reports
indicate that efforts were made
to quickly replenish supplies to
preserve the custom.

Ingredients and Recipe
Variations

While the core ingredients of
Senate bean soup remain navy
beans and ham hocks, recipes
have evolved with subtle
regional influences. The use of
ham hocks hints at strong
Southern culinary roots,
reflecting the influence of black
Southern cooks who historically
prepared similar dishes in their
cultural traditions. Early Senate
cooks were often African
American, contributing to the
soup’s rich, soulful character.

Modern recipes emphasize slow
cooking for hours to achieve
tender beans and a rich stock
infused with smoky ham flavors.
Traditional aromatics include
onions, bay leaves, salt, and
pepper, while some recipes
reintroduce celery, garlic, and
parsley for added complexity.
Occasionally, mashed potatoes 

to serve this very soup,
underscoring its emblematic
importance to American
governance.

Reviews and Legacy

Despite its symbolic value, Senate
bean soup has drawn mixed
culinary reviews. Some critics joke
about its blandness compared to
restaurant offerings, while others
appreciate its simplicity and
connection to tradition. Its legacy,
however, transcends taste,
representing continuity amid
political storms, the blending of
regional cooking traditions, and a
distinctly American cooperative
spirit in Washington.

Navy bean soup connects back to
humble regional origins, shoreline
naval traditions, and the political
heart of the United States, making
it far more than just a bowl of
soup.

Navy bean soup served in the US
Senate dining room is a cherished
tradition reflecting more than a
century of American history,
culture, and politics. From its
roots in naval cuisine to its role as
a daily fixture in America’s
legislative branch, the soup
embodies continuity, regional
culinary heritage, and an enduring
symbol of unity within
government. Still served today,
Senate bean soup offers a
comforting taste of history to
those who partake, linking past
generations with the present and
celebrating a humble yet
profound slice of American
political life.

are served alongside or included
to thicken the consistency.

Some past periods saw changes,
such as removal of ham for
health or supply reasons,
replaced instead by soup bases,
but the Senate kitchen
eventually returned to the
classic ham hock preparation
following feedback about flavor.

Availability and Service

Navy bean soup remains widely
available within Senate
premises, including the Senate
dining room and the Capitol
Visitor Center restaurant,
allowing authorized guests and
tourists to taste this historic
dish. Access to the Senate
dining room requires a letter
from a senator, making the
experience somewhat exclusive,
while the Visitor Center offers
more public access.

The soup is featured on rotating
menus and is a favored comfort
food for those familiar with
Washington’s turbulent political
scene. Its pricing reflects
inflation and operational costs
over time, with bowls costing
from mere pennies decades ago
to a few dollars today still
remarkably affordable given its
iconic status.

Interestingly, Senate bean soup
even had a place in Cold War
contingency plans. The Project
Greek Island underground
bunker, designed as an
emergency relocation site for
Congress, included provisions 
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U.S. Defence Chief Pete Hegseth sets new
fitness standards
By Henry Nicholas

ends right now at every level,"
Hegseth said.

He claimed to be weakening 

"historic firsts."  "The era of
politically correct, overly
sensitive don't-hurt-anyone's-
feelings leadership 

According to Hegseth, the U.S.
military has promoted too many
leaders wrongfully on the basis
of gender quotas, color, and 
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safeguards against hazing and
relaxing disciplinary regulations.
Hegseth advised military officials
who disagreed with his new
strategy to "do the honorable
thing and resign."

It wasn't until Tuesday morning
that Hegseth and U.S. President
Donald Trump made the sudden
announcement that military
commanders from all around the
world would be meeting at a
Virginia facility.

Hegseth's speech was mostly
devoted to his own well-worn
talking lines, which depicted a
military that has been constrained
by "woke" regulations.

"The military has been forced by
foolish and reckless politicians to
focus on the wrong things,"

Hegseth said, before adding that
his speech "is about fixing
decades of decay, some of it
obvious, some of it hidden."

Hegseth used the forum to
criticize environmental
regulations, transgender troops,
and standards of physical fitness
and hygiene while highlighting his
and Trump's emphasis on "the
warrior ethos" and "peace
through strength."

He also proposed additional
modifications, such as "changes
to the retention of adverse
information on personnel records
that will allow leaders with
forgivable, earnest or minor
infractions to not be encumbered
by those infractions in 

perpetuity." 

With many of the generals and
admirals stationed in over a
dozen countries, including
conflict zones in the Middle East
and elsewhere, the meeting at the
Marine Corps base in Quantico,
close to Washington, had sparked
intense speculation about the
reason and worth of bringing so
many of them together.

It is not unusual for senior
military officials to meet with
civilian authorities. However,
analysts claim that the
gathering's size, the urgency with
which it was called, and its
mystery are all very unusual.

Hegseth, who has emphasized
lethality and what he refers to as
the "warrior ethos," has taken a
number of odd and inexplicable
actions, such as ordering
reductions in the number of
general officers and firing other
top military leaders. The
uncertainty came as the nation
faces a possible government
shutdown this week.

Top Pentagon spokesman Sean
Parnell acknowledged the news
of the impromptu meeting on
Thursday, but he would not
provide any information.

He'll "be there if they want me,
but why is that such a big deal?"
the Republican president stated.
Trump will also give a speech at
the event, a White House official
announced on Sunday. As
reported by NBC News, the
president and Hegseth will be 

"talking about how well we're
doing militarily, talking about
being in great shape, talking
about a lot of good, positive
things."

According to Vice-President JD
Vance, it was "not particularly
unusual that generals who report
to" Hegseth are coming to speak
with him, and the media had
made it into a "big story" last
week.

What are the specific proposed
physical fitness standards and
tests?

Hegseth's order implies that the
military will adopt a standardized
set of individual tests typically
associated with some of the
higher, traditional male-focused
standards with the gendered
additional scoring taken away.
These physical fitness tests
would appear to require
members to be able to do a set
number of repetitions or achieve
a certain time or distance in these
basic physical fitness tests.

The focus will now switch away
from differing gender-based
standards to one standard for
everyone in terms of on score
receiving based qualifications vs
something else. This would
constitute a systemic increase in
physical fitness across every level
of the force.

Additional information will be
developed by the military
services in future publications
like official manuals and guides to
test implementation in 2026.
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Sauer compressors USA expands support for
defense sector

BY LIAM FLYNN

The new division, which is staffed
by seasoned individuals who are
exclusively focused on defense
systems, gives decision-making
authority to those who are
familiar with the task from the
deck plates up. The SUSA team
can move more quickly from
original specification to
equipment deployment thanks to
this shared focus, which also
streamlines Department of
Defense initiatives.

The development of new
technology for the Sauer
Compressors product line is the
sole focus of SUSA's Navy and
Defense Division. Experts
committed to designing these
vital systems to stay at the
forefront of changing military
equipment needs are supporting
this project. To guarantee the
Navy is always ready to react
quickly, the division also has a
sizable fleet of leased equipment.

"Our Navy and Defense Division
will ensure that every decision is
made with mission readiness at
the forefront,"

said Joshua Peter, U.S. Navy
Veteran and leader of the new
division.

"We are here to provide the
systems, technology, and support
to get ships underway and keep
them there. Our role is to back the
naval fleet and DoD facilities 

with reliable compressors and
equipment, responsive service,
and key rental solutions that keep
operations moving when it
matters most. We understand
that when a ship is tasked to sail,
there is no margin for delay. We
have geared up to be the leading
compressor solutions partner for
the men and women who are
tirelessly defending our freedom,
day in and day out."

SUSA's dedication to the US
Department of Defense has been
reinforced with the
establishment of the Navy and
Defense Division. Ensuring the
Navy has reliable mission-critical
compressor systems and related
equipment on schedule, every
time is the top objective of this
new organization. The SUSA team
will not waver in its commitment
to maintaining the Naval fleet's
readiness to defend the country
when called upon, whether in
port or at sea.

With a long history of supporting
defense and naval applications,
Sauer Compressors USA is a
leader in high-performance air
and gas compression solutions.
The products of Sauer
Compressors are renowned
across the world for their
dependability and longevity in
the most demanding settings,
from sophisticated compressor
solutions to prompt dockside
service.

How does this affect existing
Navy compressor contracts?

The establishment of Sauer
Compressors USA’s dedicated
Navy and Defense Division will
help to improve our current Navy
compressor contracts with a
concentrated approach and
NASC verified Navy and Defense
sector management capabilities,
to enhance service, delivery time,
and responses to Navy
requirements. 

Current contracts are also
managed on one point of contact,
improving coordination and
communications for all Sauer /
Navy requirements.

The dedicated team will provide
tailored services to the Navy and
Defense District Fleet regarding
support and maintenance
services, as well as providing
priority service to the
compressors under contract to
current Navy fleet contracts.
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Japan objects to US air wing training on holiday
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The forward-deployed aircraft
carrier USS George Washington
(CVN-73), home of Carrier Air Wing
(CVW) 5, recently held its field
carrier landing practice (FCLP)
training at MCAS Iwakuni. The
drills coincided with the
September 23 national holiday
known as Autumnal Equinox Day. 
A group of regional city mayors
and prefectural government
representatives, led by the
Japanese Defense Minister, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
the US Embassy in Japan, voiced
their displeasure with the noise
caused by the fighter jet training
and demanded that it not be
repeated in Iwakuni.

“As a city that has repeatedly
requested that the training be
canceled, not only before the
training but also during its
implementation, we cannot help
but feel deeply indignant,”
reads a statement from the
delegation.
“In this regard, we ask that you
take seriously the enormous
burden that this FCLP has placed
on the residents living near the
base, and we urge the U.S. side to
ensure that an FCLP is never
conducted at MCAS Iwakuni again,
regardless of the reason, and to
take all measures to ensure this.”
Although there were demands to
stop the training because of noise
concerns, the delegation stated
that the noise from normal flight
operations at MCAS Iwakuni
already "burdened daily" the local
population. Additionally, the
delegation objected to the
training being held after the
allotted hours.

According to a news release from
the Iwakuni City Council, CVW-5
FCLP training started on
September 17 and ended on
Thursday. The training, which is
done in advance of an assault,
was originally scheduled to take
place on Iwo Jima, but it had to
be moved because to volcanic
activity on the isolated island.
On September 16, Yoshihiko
Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni
City, met with Gen. Nakatani, the
Japanese defense minister, to ask
that the training at Iwakuni be
canceled. According to the MOD,
the training was necessary to
improve U.S. response and
deterrent capabilities, therefore
it could not be avoided.

In a meeting with Japanese
officials after the training, the
Japanese Defense Minister
stated that while the U.S. retains
the right to alter training dates
and times based on weather and
aircraft availability, the MOD will
continue to emphasize to the U.S.
the significance of adhering to
established schedules in order to
reduce the impact on local
residents.
"The MOD will encourage the U.S.
to conduct FCLP training
elsewhere,"
Nakatani added.
During the conference, the group
inquired about the situation on
Iwo Jima. A MOD official
responded that although there
were fewer tremors, smoke was
still coming from the volcano.
Facilities there are also damaged,
particularly the pipeline that
supplies fuel to the Iwo Jima
airbase. After volcanic activity 

stops, the airbase will be
repaired. Due to the fact that
many airbases are located close
to major cities, military aviation
training has proved problematic
for both the Japanese and
American troops in Japan. The
Japanese and American armed
forces have begun moving flight
training to farther-flung Japanese
air sites. The United States has
occasionally moved aviation
training to Guam.

What legal steps are required to
ban fixed-wing training at
Iwakuni?

U.S. military installations in
Japan, such as MCAS Iwakuni, are
subject to U.S.-Japan SOFA,
which governs access, status, and
activity of U.S. forces. Changing
the character of training would
entail bilateral discussions and
possible agreement under SOFA
protocols. Both the U.S. and
Japanese governments have
agreements for defense
cooperation that permit U.S.
training in Japan. Changing the
nature of training to prohibit
certain participation would entail
diplomatic negotiations with a
possible amendment or even new
protocols to defense cooperation
agreements. Local governments
and the public may raise
concerns and request limitations,
but their authority to impose
bans through local democratic
processes is limited to national
agreements. Ongoing local
opposition can influence the
Japanese government to seek
concessions and changes to
existing policies.
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This initiative, known as the Rapid
Employment Joint Task Force
(REJTF), aims to reduce the time it
takes to deploy combat-ready
equipment to 60 days or less.
CENTCOM Chief Technology
Officer Joy Shanaberger is leading
this task force. 

Three key areas are highlighted by
the REJTF: tech diplomacy,
software, and capabilities. 

The task group aims to provide a
more streamlined and effective
structure to improve the
operational readiness of US forces
by coordinating activities across
multiple military branches. 

Shanaberger highlighted the
urgency inherent in this program,
asserting, 

“Equipping skilled warfighters
faster with cutting-edge
capabilities will deter bad actors,”
thereby accentuating its integral
role in fortifying national security.

The importance of the REJTF was
further emphasized by CENTCOM
Commander Admiral Brad
Cooper, who noted that it is in line
with larger government goals to
“rapidly equip our warriors”.

In order to demonstrate a
strategic shift towards
modernization and improved
operational effectiveness, he
reaffirmed the initiative's goal of
accelerating the availability of
new warfighting capabilities for
skilled people. The REJTF's
creation is a part of a larger
Pentagon plan aimed at 

accelerating the procurement
and deployment of cutting-edge
technologies, especially in the
drone industry.

Pete Hegseth, the defense
secretary, has already pushed for
increased production in the US
drone industry and the quick
integration of affordable,
combat-ready unmanned
systems into military formations.

In order to accomplish its goals,
the task force plans to bring
together specialists from a
variety of disciplines, including
acquisitions, logistics, and
warfighter training.

Over 300 people attended this
seminar, which assessed 20
counter-unmanned aerial
systems as US, Saudi, and
industry professionals worked
together to explore new
developments in drone threat
detection, tracking, and
neutralization technology.

Additionally, the urgent need to
expedite the transfer of
technology to        frontline
people was discussed at a
conference earlier this year that
brought together important
players from the defense
industry and the Department of
Defense.

This continuous discussion
demonstrates a dedication to
guaranteeing that military
personnel have access to cutting-
edge technological
advancements in a battlefield
that is changing quickly.

What oversight and testing
safeguards will be applied before
deployment?

Technologies will be thoroughly
evaluated under operationally
realistic settings, including
simulated operational use, in
order to ensure performance,
reliability, and interoperability
with the military's current
systems. 

All systems must pass detailed
safety assessments to mitigate
risk to personnel and equipment,
including cybersecurity
evaluations to protect against
cybersecurity vulnerabilities and
data breaches. 

All deployments will occur in
sequential phases, and new
technology will be introduced in a
phased manner to manage
disruption to ongoing operations
and facilitate quick containment
of any issues.

For review of each technology for
compliance with military
standards and mission
requirements, the task force will
include individuals with expertise
in the areas of engineering,
acquisition, logistics, operations,
and intelligence.
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The U.S. remains the largest
consumer market globally, and
China heavily relies on American
consumers to buy its exports.
Trump argued this gives the U.S.
leverage because China
depends on access to the vast
U.S. market for economic
growth.

Trump has repeatedly
highlighted the large U.S. trade
deficit with China, asserting that
unfair trade practices,
intellectual property theft, and
forced technology transfers
cost the American economy
hundreds of billions of dollars
annually. He views these issues
as China benefiting
disproportionately from
economic ties.

From his perspective, despite
China’s manufacturing might
and export dominance, the
Chinese economy is reliant on
the U.S. for investment,
technology, and consumption.

China "needs us more than we
need them," the US president
told reporters in the Oval Office,
adding that he and President Xi
Jinping had "a good
relationship."

It occurs as Xi gets ready to
welcome foreign leaders to
Beijing on Wednesday for a
"Victory Day" parade that will
highlight China's military
prowess.

Russia's Vladimir Putin and
North Korea's Kim Jong Un will
accompany Xi, which some
analysts see as a message to the
Western countries that have
rejected them. Since Trump's
tariffs upended the international
political and economic order,
China has attempted to
establish itself as a potential
counterbalance to the US.

Trump has said that his tariffs
are necessary to safeguard
American business and interests.
Asked by the BBC if he believed
Beijing and its allies were
attempting to form an
international coalition to oppose
the US, Trump said:
"No. Not at all. China needs us."

He added:
"I have a very good relationship
with President Xi, as you know.
But China needs us much more 

than we need them. I don't see
that at all."

Separately, Trump stated in a
Tuesday radio interview that he
was unconcerned about the
formation of an axis between
China and Russia.

He claimed that America
possesses "the most powerful
military forces in the world" and
that "they would never use their
military forces against us" on
the Scott Jennings radio show.
Trump added in the interview
that he was "very disappointed"
in Putin since they were unable
to come to an agreement on a
peace settlement for Ukraine
during their December summit
in Alaska.

"I'm very disappointed in
President Putin, I can say that,"
Trump said, adding that the US
"will be doing something to help
people live" in Ukraine. He did
not specify. China has not
criticised Putin's full-scale
invasion and has been accused
by the West of aiding Russia's
war effort through its supply of
dual-use materials and
purchases of Russian oil. Beijing
denies this.

How did Trump justify saying
China needs the US more than
vice versa?

By Eric Gahagan

Trump dismisses China-Russia alliance
threat
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This proposal falls under
President Donald Trump's
"America First" foreign policy,
which has led his administration
to cut foreign aid and press
European governments to pay a
bigger share of their own military
spending. 

The Financial Times broke the
story. The perception of
increasing threat from Russia
(and the degree of instability in
the region) has been augmented
by Russia's war with Ukraine.
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia are
the largest winners of the
funding.

Funding for the aid plan, which is
known as the European
Deterrence Initiative and is
administered by the Department
of Defense, has been
appropriated by the US
Congress until Sept. 30, 2026.

The Financial Times report,
which one of the individuals
verified, claims that Trump's
government has not requested
an extension of the program.
Asked for comment, a White
House official referred to an
order Trump signed shortly after
beginning his second term in
January.

“On day one of his                       
second term, President Trump
signed an Executive Order to
reevaluate and realign  United
States foreign aid,”

the official said.

“This action has been
coordinated with European
countries in line with the
Executive Order and the
President’s longstanding
emphasis on ensuring Europe
takes more responsibility for its
own defense,” the official said.

Senator Jeanne Shaheen, the
top Democrat on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
called the decision misguided.

“It makes no sense at all to
undercut our allies’ defense
readiness at the same time that
we’re asking them to step up
their own capabilities, and it
puts American troops at risk
when we slash the training of
the allied soldiers they would
fight alongside,” she said in a
statement.

How will this phase-out affect
NATO interoperability with US
troops?

U.S. funded security assistance 

programs promote
interoperability by providing
access to joint training,
standardized procedures, and
acceptable equipment for the
benefit of U.S. and European
forces. Decreased funding will
result in lost opportunities,
reduced familiarity and trust 

built through previous
engagement, and a potential
giving up of that commitment to
their fellow alliance partner.

Interoperability includes
aligning hardware compatibility,
communication systems,
tactics, and operations. The U.S.
withdrawal and reduction of
funding leaves open a gap in
maintaining those established
standards that are essential for
operational effectiveness and
efficient multinational coalition
operations. 

Interoperability applies not only
to hardware but also to
relationships developed
through personnel exchanges
and coalition exercises. 

US to phase out security aid for Europe near
Russia By Jan Frazier
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The Ryder Cup, inaugurated in
1927, is one of golf’s most
prestigious and distinct team
competitions, contested
biennially between the United
States and Europe. Born out of a
desire to promote goodwill and
competitive spirit, the event has
evolved into a highlight of the
golfing calendar, blending
national pride and team
camaraderie in a sport
traditionally dominated by
individual play. Held alternately
on American and European soil,
the Ryder Cup has witnessed
dramatic swings in momentum
and passion, with historical
milestones like Europe’s
resurgence in the mid-1980s and
nail-biting contests that 

captivate global audiences. The
tournament's unique match play
format — combining foursomes,
fourballs, and singles — tests
players’ skills, strategic
cooperation, and mental
resilience. The Ryder Cup
symbolizes not only athletic
excellence but also cross-
continental rivalry and
sportsmanship, contributing to
its enduring global appeal.

Overview of the 2025 Ryder Cup
format and venue

The 45th edition of the Ryder
Cup took place from September
26 to 28, 2025, at the esteemed
Bethpage Black Course in
Farmingdale, New York. 

Bethpage Black, known for its
challenging layout and tough
conditions, posed a demanding
test for the 24-man teams,
requiring precision, strategy,
and stamina. The United States,
captained by Keegan Bradley,
faced Europe led by Captain
Luke Donald, continuing a
spirited rivalry marked by
tactical decisions pivotal in
team composition and pairings.
Both sides strategically
orchestrated player matchups
to exploit strengths and spark
momentum.

The competition unfolded over
three days with 28 matches:
eight matches on each of the
first two

By Mandilee Hecht

Ryder Cup 2025: Europe and USA set for golf
showdown
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days and 12 singles matches on
the final day. Friday and
Saturday mornings featured
foursomes(alternate shot), while
afternoons hosted fourballs
(best ball). The Sunday singles
concluded the contest, with the
team reaching at least 14 1⁄2
points declared the winner or
the defending champions
retaining the Cup if tied at 14
points.

This format demands
adaptability from players,
balancing individual excellence
with partnership dynamics. The
public and media embraced the
event fervently, with extensive
television and digital coverage
worldwide, including the UK’s
BBC, the US’s CBS Sports, and
Golf Channel, enhancing
accessibility and fan
engagement.

Ryder Cup 2025 teams and key
player highlights

The composition of the 2025
Ryder Cup teams blended
experienced veterans and rising
stars, creating a competitive and
compelling contest at the
esteemed Bethpage Black
Course. The European Team
featured prominent players such
as Jon Rahm, Rory McIlroy,
Viktor Hovland, and Tyrrell
Hatton, whose consistent
performances and proven match
play skills were critical to
Europe’s strong showing. Their
experience and tactical
adaptability allowed them to
execute well in team formats
that combine individual skill with 

strategic pairing.

On the American side, the team
relied on a mix of top-ranked
players and emerging talents,
including Scottie Scheffler,
Bryson DeChambeau, Xander
Schauffele, and rookie sensation
Cameron Young. This blend of
youthful energy and seasoned
expertise sought to leverage
home advantage and respond to
Europe’s formidable lineup. The
U.S. team captained by Keegan
Bradley aimed to capitalize on
Bethpage’s challenging terrain
and galvanize their squad after
early hurdles.

Captains Keegan Bradley (USA)
and Luke Donald (Europe)
employed strategic pairings
reflective of the event's
intensity and unique format. On
the European side, notable
fourball pairings included Rory
McIlroy with Shane Lowry and
Tommy Fleetwood teamed with
Justin Rose, both exhibiting
early dominance and synergy
that helped secure valuable
points. Team USA’s strategic
pairing of Scottie Scheffler and
Bryson DeChambeau aimed to
replicate previous successes,
although the early sessions
revealed challenges in cohesion
and adapting to Bethpage’s
demanding conditions.

Players’ performances were
under intense scrutiny
throughout the matches. Jon
Rahm, Rory McIlroy, and Tommy
Fleetwood remained unbeaten
early in the competition,
significantly contributing to 

Europe’s aggregate point tally
and consolidating their lead. In
contrast, despite individual
brilliance, American players
faced difficulties in pair
matches, reflecting issues with
team chemistry and execution
under pressure. This evolving
leaderboard spotlighted critical
matchups, particularly in
morning foursomes and
afternoon fourballs, where
momentum swings often
dictated the overall tournament
narrative.

The course posed considerable
challenges, with its thick fescue
rough and undulating fairways
testing players’ precision and
strategy. European players
adapted adeptly to these
conditions, while Americans
labored to gain consistent
traction in early sessions. The
demanding layout emphasized
strategic shot placement and
mental resilience, intensifying
the psychological aspects of
Ryder Cup competition.

As the event progressed,
pairings were adjusted to
maximize strengths, including
changing fourball teams to
spark momentum. On Saturday
morning’s foursomes, Europe
won three of four matches
extending their lead to a
commanding 8.5-3.5. The U.S.
team’s spirit remained
undeterred, with standout
performances by players like
Bryson DeChambeau and rookie
Cameron Young, who secured
key points despite the overall
deficit.
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Coverage of the 2025 Ryder Cup
was extensive, with globally
available live scores, highlights,
and expert commentary
enhancing fan engagement.
Broadcasters such as BBC
provided in-depth analysis for
UK audiences, while U.S.
networks including CBS Sports
and Golf Channel offered
continuous play-by-play
updates. Digital platforms
ensured easy access to
leaderboards and live scoring,
fostering a dynamic and
interactive fan experience.

The Ryder Cup represents more
than a tournament; it is a ritual
of sporting rivalry and
cooperation, strategy, and
national pride. The 2025
competition upheld these
traditions with players
upholding the spirit of
sportsmanship even amid
intense competition. The blend
of emerging talents and veteran
leadership portrayed the
dynamic nature of
contemporary professional golf,
promising thrilling action and
dramatic conclusions.

The 2025 Ryder Cup teams
embodied the sport’s evolving
competitive landscape, with
tactical lineups, individually
gifted players, and captains
employing shrewd strategies on
the formidable Bethpage Black
Course. Their performances
highlighted the importance of
teamwork, adaptability, and
resilience, elements that
continue to define this unique
and celebrated golf event.

Live scores, session results, and
match highlights

The 2025 Ryder Cup
commenced with an emphatic
display by Team Europe as they
seized a commanding lead right
from the opening session. After
the first day’s morning
foursomes, Europe held a 3-1
advantage, asserting dominance
on the challenging Bethpage
Black Course. 

This early lead laid the
groundwork for a strong
momentum that Europe only
expanded during the afternoon
fourball matches, finishing
Friday’s competition with a
striking 6-2 lead over the United
States. 

This deficit placed significant
pressure on the American team,
especially considering the
historical difficulty for the home
side to overcome such a margin
on New York soil, particularly at
a venue as demanding as
Bethpage Black.

Saturday's morning foursomes
session saw the European team
maintain their superiority,
winning three out of four
matches and                    
extending their overall lead to
8.5 to 3.5. Such dominance
marked a historic achievement,
as it was the first time since
1961 that an away team had
won the first three sessions of a
Ryder Cup. Europe’s ability to
limit the U.S. to a single point in
this session reflected tactical
efficiency, 

mental composure, and
effective pairings. Despite some
strategic adjustments by U.S.
captain Keegan Bradley
designed to shift the tide during
the afternoon fourballs, the
Americans were only able to
secure incremental gains,
insufficient to dramatically alter
the momentum in Europe’s
favor.

Throughout the event,
memorable highlights emerged
with players executing clutch
birdies and dramatic putts that
electrified spectators. These
moments of excellence were
often accompanied by displays
of sportsmanship and
camaraderie, intensified by
passionate crowds and
heightened media coverage. The
live scoreboard and ongoing
updates accessible through
platforms such as
RyderCup.com along with major
networks like CBS Sports and
BBC allowed fans worldwide to
engage in real-time, tracking
every hole and swing across the
tournament’s rapidly evolving
scoreboard. This accessibility
contributed to the electric
atmosphere permeating
Bethpage Black, as audiences
witnessed the intensity and
unpredictability unique to
Ryder Cup match play.

The daily results were a
testament to the high stakes
and skill level inherent in the
Ryder Cup
competition. Team Europe’s
consistent, disciplined
approach 
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across sessions created a gap
that the U.S. team continuously
sought to close. Player
performances such as Jon
Rahm’s and Rory
McIlroy’sundefeated runs
provided a backbone for Europe,
driving team confidence and
point accumulation. Meanwhile,
the United States faced
challenges in fitting their lineup
into cohesive pairs, as tight
losses in the initial matchups
exposed vulnerabilities that
successive sessions sought to
address through rapid tactical
modification.

Notable matches included the
pairings of Matt Fitzpatrick and
Ludvig Åberg securing a 4&2
victory, while Rory McIlroy and
Tommy Fleetwood achieved a
decisive 3&2 win over Harris
English and Collin Morikawa
during the Saturday foursomes.
These results underscored the
strategic mastery displayed by
European players in matchups
requiring precise shot execution
and cooperative strategy.
Similarly, fourball matches
reflected contests of individual
brilliance masked within team
formats, where leaders like Rory
McIlroy paired with Shane Lowry
demonstrated powerful synergy,
gaining critical leads against
opponents Justin Thomas and
Cameron Young.

The U.S. efforts, while marked by
moments of brilliance such as
the birdie by Cameron Young
securing a point alongside Justin
Thomas, were overall hampered
by inconsistency and the 

inability to counter the
European surge effectively. The
tough layout of Bethpage Black,
with its thick rough and
challenging greens, magnified
the necessity for skilled course
management and strategic risk-
taking. The pressure mounted
particularly in anchor matches,
where last-minute putts or
mistakes often decided points
critical to the overall team tally.

The 2025 Ryder Cup live scores,
session results, and match
highlights reveal that Team
Europe set early dominance
through superior pairings,
strategic execution, and mental
strength, creating a formidable
lead at Bethpage Black. The
United States, faced with
historical and tactical hurdles,
grappled to regain command,
producing moments of
resilience but yet falling short to
overturn Europe’s lead. This
narrative of intense
competition, strategic depth,
and dramatic moments
encapsulates the enduring
appeal of the Ryder Cup as a
pinnacle of team golf
competition.

Viewing experience and cultural
impact

The Ryder Cup 2025
transcended mere sport,
embodying tradition, national
pride, and the dynamic tension
of team competition. With live
television broadcasts across the
globe, including in prime slots
on BBC in the UK and CBS in the
US, alongside digital streaming 

options, the tournament
reached millions of golf fans and
newcomers alike. Expert
commentary, player interviews,
and in-depth analysis enriched
viewer understanding of the
game’s strategy and emotional
stakes.

Bethpage Black’s challenging
terrain was a narrative thread
throughout coverage,
illustrating the importance of
course management and
adaptability in elite
competition. Commentary
highlighted how players coped
with weather changes, course
conditions, and psychological
pressure unique to the Ryder
Cup setting, where individual
mistakes could impact team
outcomes dramatically.

The Ryder Cup continues to
inspire broader interest in golf,
encouraging participation at
grassroots levels and bolstering
tourism in host regions.
Moreover, the event’s
camaraderie, competitive spirit,
and international goodwill
contribute positively to the
sport’s global profile.

The 2025 Ryder Cup exemplified
the pinnacle of golf’s team
competition, combining historic
rivalries with modern
broadcasts, strategic play, and
thrilling moments. Its expansive
viewership, legendary venue,
and high-stakes format
underscore why the Ryder Cup
remains a cornerstone of global
sports culture and athletic
excellence.
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potentially impacting billions in
Israeli exports to the EU,
including agricultural products
like dates and citrus fruits.

Von der Leyen stressed, 
"Europe needs to do more. We
cannot turn a blind eye to
violations of human rights and
democratic values." 

She further called for unity
among EU member states,
warning that member countries
must also accept their own
responsibilities to act
decisively.

Diplomatic and Internal EU
Challenges

Despite the Commission
President’s firm stance, the
proposed sanctions and trade
suspensions face significant
diplomatic hurdles within the
EU. Member states hold
divergent views on how hard to
pressure Israel, with some like
Germany and Italy expressing
caution, while countries such as
Ireland and Spain advocate for
stronger punitive actions.

EU foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas acknowledged these
divisions, stating, 

"Political divisions within the
European Council remain largely
unchanged. Yet we must find a
strong voice grounded in our
values and principles." 

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen has vowed
to take decisive action aimed at
halting Israel’s ongoing military
campaign in Gaza, signaling a
pivotal moment in the European
Union’s stance on the conflict.
Speaking during the annual State
of the Union address in
Strasbourg on September 10,
2025, von der Leyen described
the humanitarian situation in
Gaza as "catastrophic" and
outlined plans for a
comprehensive package of
measures targeting Israel’s
policies.

Von der Leyen declared, 

"What is happening in Gaza is
unacceptable. Man-made famine
must stop for the sake of
humanity and our children." 

She underscored the EU’s
growing impatience with the
deteriorating humanitarian
conditions and emphasized the
bloc’s            responsibility to
lead on this urgent issue. Her
announced response includes
sanctions directed at 

extremist Israeli ministers and
violent settlers, as well as a
proposal to suspend essential
aspects of the EU-Israel
Association Agreement, which
currently grants Israel
preferential trade access within
the European market.

Sanctions and Trade
Suspension Proposals

The package of measures that
von der Leyen outlined aims to
freeze bilateral support for
Israel and impose sanctions on
individuals deemed responsible
for escalating tensions and
human rights violations. The
European Commission intends
to target extremist ministers
within Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government,
particularly those associated
with far-right factions driving
settlement expansion in the
occupied West Bank.

In practical terms, this could
include the suspension of
selective trade privileges
granted to Israel under the
Association Agreement, 
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The challenge remains to build
consensus for these
unprecedented measures,
especially as they require a
qualified majority for trade
suspensions and unanimous
approval for individual
sanctions.

Criticism from Israel

The Israeli government swiftly
condemned von der Leyen’s
proposals, with Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar accusing the EU of
unfairly singling out Israel. Saar
took to social media to say, 

"These regrettable statements
amount to supporting
Palestinian militant groups,
including Hamas. The European
Union’s actions are sending the
wrong message and embolden
terrorism in the region." Saar
emphasized Israel’s ongoing
efforts to address humanitarian
issues in Gaza and blamed
Hamas for the suffering,
reinforcing Israel’s narrative that
its military operations are a
necessary response to terror
threats.

EU’s Humanitarian
Commitments and Broader
Middle East Policy

Alongside punitive measures,
the European Commission
announced plans to establish a
Palestine Donor Group next
month aimed at mobilizing
resources for Gaza’s
reconstruction. Von der Leyen
called for an immediate
ceasefire and unimpeded access 

for humanitarian aid, insisting
that hostages held by Hamas be
freed without delay.

She remarked, 

"Our goal is clear: peace and a
safe future for all Israelis and
Palestinians. Europe has always
championed a two-state
solution and must now lead the
way toward achieving it."

The EU’s renewed engagement
develops amid growing public
pressure and widespread
protests across Europe,
demanding governments
address what many view as
disproportionate Israeli military
action in Gaza. The United
Nations has classified the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza as a
potential genocide, which has
deepened calls for urgent
international intervention.

Legal Basis for EU Actions

The Commission’s proposals
rely on the legal framework of
the EU-Israel Association
Agreement, specifically Article
2, which requires respect for
human rights and democratic
principles. The European
Commission concluded that
Israel’s recent actions, including
military offensives in Gaza and
settlement expansion,
constitute violations justifying a
partial suspension of the
agreement.

This is a rare and significant
move, marking a sharp 

departure from the EU’s
traditionally cautious approach
to Israel, reflecting growing
frustration within Europe at the
ongoing conflict’s toll on
civilians.

Political Implications and the
Road Ahead

Von der Leyen’s speech
represents a defining moment
for the EU’s Middle East policy,
signaling an intention to
transition from diplomatic
rhetoric to more assertive
economic and political tools.
However, the likelihood of full
approval of the sanctions and
trade limitations remains
uncertain amid internal EU
disagreements.

Foreign ministers meeting in
Copenhagen earlier in
September grappled with this
complexity, balancing solidarity
with Israel against the
imperative to address
humanitarian catastrophes.

Adham Sahloul, a former adviser
in the Biden administration,
commented, 

"Israel’s current course risks
alienating regional allies and
undermines its standing as a
committed partner for peace."

As the EU navigates this critical
juncture, its actions will
reverberate globally, shaping
international response to the
Israel-Gaza conflict and testing
the resolve and unity of the bloc
itself.
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President Maia Sandu Says Russia Wants to
Turn Moldova Against Europe

Moldovan President Maia Sandu
has delivered a candid warning
to European lawmakers and the
international community,
asserting that Russia is seeking
to undermine Moldova’s

sovereignty by turning it against
Europe. Speaking before the
European Parliament in
Strasbourg on September 8,
2025, Sandu highlighted
Moldova’s strategic importance 

as a frontier of European
democracy threatened by
Moscow’s hybrid tactics.She
explained that Russia's aim is
not just to control Moldova, but
to use the country as a 
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platform to weaken the
European Union and destabilize
regional security. According to
Sandu, 

"Moldova was just a platform
from which Russia could harm
the European Union," 

underscoring Moscow’s broader
geopolitical designs.

Sandu described the upcoming
parliamentary elections in
Moldova as the most
consequential in the country's
history, framing them as a
pivotal battle between
democratic consolidation and
Russian attempts to pull
Moldova away from Europe. The
president warned, "If our
democracy cannot be protected,
then no democracy in Europe is
safe."

Russia’s Hybrid War Strategy
Unveiled

President Sandu outlined what
she called Russia’s “unlimited
hybrid war” against Moldova,
deploying an array of
destabilization tools including
disinformation campaigns,
cyberattacks, vote buying,
provocations, and intimidation.
She stated that Moscow’s goal is
to capture power in Chisinau
through elections manipulated
to install loyalists who would
serve Russian interests.

This hybrid warfare operates on
a scale unprecedented before
the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, according to Sandu. She 

lamented that Moldova is
positioned as a testing ground
for these tactics. 

"The Kremlin’s goal is clear: to
capture Moldova through the
ballot box, to use us against
Ukraine, and to turn us into a
launchpad for hybrid attacks on
the European Union," 

she told lawmakers.

Sandu’s message was supported
by EU Parliament President
Roberta Metsola, who praised
Moldova’s determination and
solidarity with European
democratic values. Metsola
underscored, 

"We stand united in our support
for Moldova and its democratic
path to European Union
membership."

Resisting Russian Pressure:
Energy and Sovereignty

Since the onset of the war in
Ukraine, Moldova has faced
attempts by Russia to exert
pressure by leveraging its
energy supply. However, Sandu
emphasized that Moldova has
successfully reduced its
dependence on Russian gas. Key
infrastructure projects, such as
the Chisinau-Vulcanesti power
line from Romania, provide
alternative energy sources,
weakening Moscow’s capacity to
use energy as a geopolitical
weapon. 

"Russia cannot shut off our gas, 

and soon we will put the
Chisinau-Vulcanesti power line
into operation, which offers us
alternatives," 

Sandu remarked confidently.
Moldova’s market, she said, is
no longer dependent on the
Russian Federation.

This energy diversification is a
cornerstone of Moldova’s
broader strategy to strengthen
sovereignty and align more
closely with European
institutions, amidst ongoing
Russian attempts to maintain
influence.

Political Context: Recent
Elections and Russian
Interference

Moldova’s recent parliamentary
elections, held on September
28, 2025, were heavily
contested and marked by
allegations of Russian
interference. Sandu’s Party of
Action and Solidarity (PAS)
secured a decisive victory,
strengthening pro-European
forces despite intensive efforts
by Russia-backed political
factions to sway the vote.

Experts describe the
interference as sophisticated,
ranging from misinformation
campaigns propagated through
social media networks to cyber-
attacks aimed at disrupting
democratic

processes. Federal Security
Service (FSB)-linked operatives
and a Moldovan billionaire with 
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ties to Russia reportedly
orchestrated much of the
subversion attempts.

Sandu remarked on the
resilience of Moldovan voters
who delivered an “honest and
courageous” mandate, signaling
rejection of external meddling.
She expressed hope that
Moldova’s example could inspire
other post-Soviet states facing
similar threats.

EU Accession: A Race Against
Time

For President Sandu and
Moldova’s government, the drive
toward European Union
accession is a critical priority.
Having formally applied for
membership in 2022, Moldova’s
accession process has made
important strides, including
receiving a negotiation
framework from Brussels in mid-
2024. Yet, progress faces
obstacles—not only from
Russian interference but also
from some EU member states
reluctant to rapidly admit new
members amid internal EU
challenges.

Sandu described the accession
effort not as a bureaucratic
formality but a “race against
time” to embed Moldova’s
fragile democracy within
European frameworks capable of
protecting it from external
threats. She insisted that future
EU members were not perfect
democracies at the time of
joining, but they persevered
through solidarity and reform.

"None of them did it alone. That
is the lesson for Moldova, and
the warning for Europe," Sandu
said, reinforcing her call for
sustained EU support and unity.

Regional and Global
Implications

Moldova’s struggle against
Russian influence highlights a
broader geopolitical contest in
Eastern Europe. As a small and
resource-limited country
bordering Ukraine, Moldova’s
fate resonates across the
continent as a symbol of
resistance against authoritarian
expansionism.

Security analysts caution that
Moldova’s stability is a litmus
test for European democratic
resilience, with failure
potentially opening a western
front for Russia’s destabilization
efforts in Ukraine and beyond.

Maia Sandu’s presidency
embodies this defiant stance,
combining anti-corruption
reforms, energy diversification,
and a pro-European foreign
policy to break from the post-
Soviet legacy of dependence
and division.

Challenges Ahead

Despite the electoral victory
and progress toward EU
integration, Moldova             
faces ongoing challenges,
including economic hurdles,
entrenched   oligarchic
networks, and constant threats
from Russian-

supported separatists in the
breakaway region of
Transnistria.

President Sandu emphasizes her
administration’s commitment to
peaceful domestic governance
with leaders “loyal to this
country.” She insists on
defending Moldova’s
democratic gains fiercely and
calls for Europe to strengthen
its own resilience.

"We want to live freely. We want
small countries, like Moldova, to
matter," 

Sandu affirmed, denouncing
Russia’s narrative that only
major powers hold significance.
President Maia Sandu’s message
to Europe illuminated Moldova’s
difficult geopolitical reality,
caught between Russian
aggressions and aspirational
European unity. Her firm
warning that Russia seeks to
turn Moldova against Europe
underscores the stakes of
democratic survival in Eastern
Europe.

Moldova’s recent electoral
victory and energy
diversification efforts offer
hope that even small nations
can resist coercion and assert
sovereignty in a challenging
geopolitical landscape.
Sandu’s plea for European
solidarity and timely support
serves as both a call to action
and a reminder that the fate of
Moldova is inexorably linked to
the future of democracy in
Europe.
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