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Trump deploys nuclear subs amid
Medvedev threat

BY JAN FRAZIER
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rump said he had made the Friday.
decision to move the nuclear He also  mentioned that
submarines due to Medvedev's Medvedev was now the deputy
"extremely provocative remarks" chairman of Russia's security
in a post on Truth Social on council.

WASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE

Trump's recent ultimatum and
threats to impose sanctions on
Russia were previously
described by Medvedev as "a
threat and a step towards war."
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“l have ordered two Nuclear
Submarines to be positioned in
the appropriate regions, just in
case these foolish and
inflammatory  statements are
more than just that,”

Trump responded.

“Words are very important, and
can often lead to unintended
consequences,

| hope this will not be one of those
instances.”

Medvedev is also a big admirer of
X, formerly Twitter, where he
frequently writes harsh and oddly
worded assaults against western
nations and leaders in the
evenings in Moscow. Medvedev
was marginalized when Vladimir
Putin returned to the presidency
in 2012.

Medvedev had criticized Trump
earlier this week for cutting his
deadline for Russia to bring about
peace with Ukraine from 50 days
to only 10 days, threatening to
slap sanctions and other financial
penalties on Russia if it didn't
comply.

“Trump’s playing the ultimatum
game with Russia: 50 days or 10,”
Medvedev wrote in a post.

"He should remember 2 things: 1.
Russia isn’t Israel or even Iran. 2.
Each new ultimatum is a threat
and a step towards war. Not
between Russia and Ukraine, but
with his own country."

“Don’t go down the Sleepy Joe
road!”

he added, referring to the former
US president Joe Biden.Trump
has expressed his annoyance at
Putin, claiming that the Russian
leader has been impeding his
attempts to broker a truce
between Russia and Ukraine,
which  he said he could
accomplish in a day. He called

Russia's ongoing attacks on
civilian areas "disgusting" on
Thursday.

“l go home. | tell the first lady,
‘You know, | spoke to Vladimir
today. We had a wonderful
conversation.” She said, ‘Oh,
really? Another city was just hit,”
he said in at the White House last
month.

Trump's ultimatum has not
received a response from Putin.
After a week in which Russian
drones and missiles once more
kiled people and destroyed
property around Ukraine, he
stated on Friday that he sought a
“lasting and stable peace” in the
country but made no
indication that he was prepared
to make any compromises to get
there.

“We need a lasting and stable
peace on solid foundations that
would satisfy both Russia and
Ukraine, and would ensure the
security of both countries,”

said Putin, speaking to journalists
on Friday, a week before a new
deadline imposed by Trump for
hostilities to cease.

On occasion, Putin has stated
that he is interested in peace, but
only on conditions that Kyiv finds

completely unacceptable. The
third round of direct negotiations
between Russia and Ukraine was
held in Istanbul last week, but it
ended in less than an hour and
hasn't produced any agreements
other than those pertaining to
prisoner exchanges.

In an apparent reference to
Trump’s comments, Putin said on
Friday: “As for any
disappointments on the part of
anyone, all disappointments arise
from inflated expectations. This is
a well-known general rule.”

What prompted Trump to
publicly deploy nuclear
submarines over Medvedev's
statements?

US President Donald Trump
publicly announced the
deployment of two nuclear
submarines in response to "highly
provocative" and "foolish and
inflammatory" statements made
by Russia’s former President
Dmitry Medvedev.

Medvedev had made comments
alluding to Russia's Cold War-era
nuclear strike system ("Dead
Hand") and criticized Trump’s
ultimatums over the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, warning that
escalating rhetoric could lead to
war not just between Russia and
Ukraine but between Trump and
his own country. Trump framed
the submarine deployment as a
precaution "just in case these
statements are more than just
that," emphasizing that "words
are very important" and can lead
to unintended consequences.
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Trump fires BLS Chief over poor jobs report

BY ATHENA NAGEL

ollowing the release of the

Bureau of Labor Statistics'
monthly jobs report, which
revealed that the economy

added just 73,000 jobs in July,
President Donald Trump
dismissed the chief labor
statistician.

The figure coincides  with
Trump's resumption of his
worldwide tariffs. A few hours
later, Trump attacked Labor
Statistics Commissioner Erika
McEntarfer for being selected by
former President Joe Biden.

“We need accurate Jobs
Numbers,”

he said.“l have directed my
Team to fire

this Biden Political Appointee,
IMMEDIATELY. She will be
replaced with someone much
more competent and qualified.
Important numbers like this
must be fair and accurate, they
can’t be manipulated for
political purposes.”

McEntarfer was confirmed by
the U.S. Senate last year by a
vote of 86 to 8. She was
confirmed by the vote of JD
Vance, an Ohio senator at the
time who Trump had picked as
his running partner.

According to the data, the 4.2
percent jobless rate increased
little. The bureau also
downgraded the number of jobs

added in May from 144,000 to
just 19,000, and it changed the
number of jobs added in June
from 147,000 to 14,000, which
is even more devastating.

McEntarfer was confirmed by
the Senate in January 2024 by
an overwhelmingly bipartisan
86-8 majority, with six members
abstaining, after Biden
nominated her in July 2023.

“McEntarfer said there were
only 73,000 Jobs added (a
shock!) but, more importantly,
that a major mistake was made

by them, 258000 Jobs
downward, in the prior two
months,”
he said.

6 WASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE
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“Similar things happened in the
first part of the year, always to the
negative.”

Trump had stated that Friday
would be the drop-dead deadline
for the resumption of tariffs, and
the day before the employment
data was released, he announced
a slew of fresh duties.

McEntarfer was confirmed by the
Senate in January 2024 by an
overwhelmingly bipartisan 86-8
majority, with six members
abstaining, after Biden nominated
her in July 2023.

Trump had stated that Friday
would be the drop-dead deadline
for the resumption of tariffs, and
the day before the employment
data was released, he announced
aslew of fresh duties.

The ADP employment
indicated that the economy
added 104,000 jobs in July,
therefore the jobs data fell well

report

short of forecasts.

Social  support employment
increased by
18,000, but the largest

number of new jobs—55,000 of
the 73,000—were in the health
care industry.

Trump and his Department of
Government Efficiency caused a
12,000-person drop in federal
government employment.
However, workers on paid leave or
receiving continuous severance
compensation are counted as
currently employed in the jobs
report.

The main economic sectors that
Trump has favored during his
presidency, including
manufacturing, construction,
mining, and oil and gas extraction,
have remained relatively stable.

Additionally, hourly wages
increased by roughly 0.3 percent
in July and 3.9 percent over the
previous 12 months.

Before the opening bell, futures
for the Dow Jones Industrial
Average and the S&P 500 fell 391
and 65 points, respectively, as a
result of the stock market's
intense reaction to the dismal
jobs news.

Additionally, Trump reiterated his
criticism of Jerome Powell, the
chairman of the Federal Reserve,
whom he chose during his first
term as president, for not
lowering interest rates.

In light of the Federal Reserve's
dual responsibility to maintain
low unemployment and inflation,
Powell has mostly chosen to wait
and see how tariffs will affect the
economy. Powell stated at his
news conference on Wednesday
that even in the absence of tariff
pressure, inflation was still high.

Trump had announced a number
of agreements with other nations
and economic blocs, such as the
European Union, Japan, and
South Korea, in the days
preceding Friday.

Trump also declared a 90-day
tariff halt with Mexico while he

and Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum continue their talks.

Trump's reelection was largely a
result of Americans' desire to
revive the economy during his
first term in office, prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic's
devastating effects on
employment and the ensuing
supply shock that pushed up
inflation.

However, surveys still indicate
that Americans are not happy
with the status of the economy.

How might Israel's agreement to
match the US donation influence

aid distribution in Gaza?

Israel's agreement to match the

us donation for Gaza
humanitarian aid is likely to
influence aid distribution by

reinforcing a system where Israel
oversees or heavily controls the
delivery infrastructure.

This arrangement aims to ensure
that aid reaches civilians directly
without being diverted to Hamas,
which Israel alleges has stolen
and misused aid in the past,
though these claims lack public
proof and are disputed by
humanitarian organizations.

Israel has committed to financing
and executing the necessary
infrastructure work for these
secure aid distribution sites, and
the US-backed Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation (GHF)
operates many of them with
private  contractors handling
logistics and security.
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3 Republicans battle to replace Mitch
McConnell
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uring their addresses, The three GOP opponents stuck serving one term as state
businessman Nate Morrisand U.S. to a common script as they attorney general.

Representative Andy Barr,
Cameron's opponents in the
Senate primary next year,
introduced themselves to
Republican voters in western
Kentucky.

“You're going to hear some barbs
tomorrow, but what | want to
focus on is my vision for serving in
the United States Senate,”

Daniel Cameron, one of the
candidates, told a GOP crowd
Friday evening.

At the Bluegrass State's most
important political gathering, the
Fancy Farm picnic, on Saturday
afternoon, all three could switch
into attack mode against one
another.

In addition to having to put up
with yelling and heckling from the
fans of their competitors,
politicians vie to deliver the
savagest, and occasionally most
outrageous, jabs.

Since Democratic officials are
largely avoiding the picnic, it
could devolve into a Republican
fight.

The longest-serving Senate party
leader in  American history,
McConnell, announced on his
83rd birthday in February that he
will retire at the end of his current
term and not run for reelection in
Kentucky. There is a lot of
competition for his seat because
of his impending retirement.

warmed up for their appearance
at Fancy Farm, which will be
broadcast on statewide
television: praising Republican
President Donald Trump.

Barr claimed that one of his

unique advantages is  his
experience in  Congress. His
district stretches from the
Appalachian foothills to the
bluegrass region of central
Kentucky.

“I'm an ‘America First’ fighter in
the United States Congress,"
Barr said Friday night.

“Other people like to talk about
being a Trump guy or being with
Trump. I've been with President
Trump from day one.

’'m not just talking about
supporting President Trump. I've
done it. ’'m continuing to do it.”

Giving voters a glimpse into his
political philosophy, Barr said:

“I'm a guy who was raised in the
era of Ronald Reagan. | believe in
limited government, free
enterprise and a strong national
defense.”

Cameron had one distinct edge
going into the Senate race: he was
more well-known throughout the
state than his competitors.
Cameron was defeated by
Democrat Andy Beshear in the
2023 gubernatorial election after

“You’ve been with us in the past,"
Cameron told the GOP group
Friday night.

"I hope that you’ll be with us this
time. We’re going to get it done
because we know that what
happens in this seat will have

reverberations across this
country.”
What  strategies are the

candidates using to prepare for
the expected political attacks
during the picnic?

The three Republican candidates
vying to  succeed Mitch
McConnell—Daniel Cameron,
Andy Barr, and Nate Morris—are
preparing strategically for the
expected political attacks during
the Fancy Farm picnic by
focusing on defining their positive
visions and core messages rather
than engaging prematurely in
direct confrontations.

For example, Daniel Cameron
emphasized he plans to highlight
his vision for representing
Kentucky in the Senate, rather
than just responding to attacks,
signaling a strategy of proactive
narrative control.

The candidates know the event
has a reputation for sharp
political jabs and spirited
exchanges, so they are working to
establish their identity and stand
clearly on their policy positions
ahead of any criticisms.
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Jack Smith under Federal investigation by US

Officials

By Eric Gahagan

lthough they declined to provide
any information, the Office of the
Special Counsel (OSC) told the
BBC that an inquiry into Mr. Smith
is now underway.

In 2022, Mr. Smith was named

special counsel to look into
Trump's alleged attempts to sway
the 2020 election and his

suspected mishandling of secret
data.

Although the OSC can take
disciplinary action or send its
findings to the Department of
Justice, it lacks the ability to file

criminal charges against Mr.
Smith.

According to US media on
Saturday, Mr. Smith is being

investigated by the OSC for
possible violations of the Hatch
Act, which forbids government
personnel from engaging in

political activity.

It follows Republican Senator
Tom Cotton of Arkansas's request
that the OSC look into Mr. Smith's
"unprecedented interference in
the 2024 election."

In November 2022, Mr. Smith was
appointed by former Attorney
General Merrick Garland to lead
government investigations of
Trump.

The president entered a not guilty
plea and attempted to portray
the prosecutions as politically
motivated after criminal charges
were brought against him in each
of the cases he looked into.

After Trump won the presidency
in November 2024, the cases
were eventually closed since it is
illegal to prosecute a sitting
president, according to Justice

Department rules.

What specific allegations are
prompting the investigation into
Jack Smith?

The investigation into former
special counsel Jack Smith
centers on allegations that he
violated the

Hatch  Act, which restricts
partisan political activities by
federal employees. Specifically,
the allegations claim that Smith
engaged in political conduct by
attempting to accelerate the
criminal  proceedings against
Donald Trump related to his 2020
election interference case with
the intent to influence the 2024
presidential election.

Senator Tom  Cotton, who
requested the investigation,
accused Smith of acting as a
“partisan Democrat” who
“weaponized the law against
President Trump to help Dems
win,” pushing for trial dates that
would clash with critical election
events like the lowa caucuses.

Cotton alleges that Smith’s
expedited investigation and
prosecutions were not standard
or justified legal actions but were
aimed at politically undermining
Trump’s re-election campaign.
However, no concrete evidence
has been publicly presented to
substantiate these claims.
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Trump says GOP “entitled” to five more House

seats

By Adriana Montes

CNBC's

interview on
"Squawk Box," he implied that
Texas's efforts to draw new
congressional districts that would
be advantageous to Republican
candidates are justified by his
performance in Texas during the

In an

previous
election.

year's  presidential

“We have an opportunity in Texas
to pick up five seats. We have a
really good governor, and we have
good people in Texas,”

Trump said.

“And | won Texas. | got the highest
vote in the history of Texas, as you
probably know, and we are
entitled to five more seats.”

Trump received the most votes
ever in November—6,393,597—
from Texans. However, the state's
proposed redrawing of
congressional districts has drawn
criticism from both Democrats
and Republicans who say Texas is
attempting to gerrymander them.

Texas Democratic Party
Chairman Kendall Scudder said in
a statement Trump and Gov. Greg
Abbott

are cheating the 2026 midterm
elections, through which
Republicans will try to stay in the
majority of the House.

“l can’t think of a better word to
describe someone like Donald
Trump than 'entitled, but that
doesn’t mean he’s 'entitled' to
congressional seats,”

Scudder said.

“Donald Trump is trying to steal 5
seats in Congress to avoid
accountability in the 2026
midterm election."

According to reports, Republican
former  California  Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger has also
voiced opposition to Texas's and
his state's plans to redistrict
congressional districts. According
to Politico, he referred to the
initiatives as a "race to the

bottom" through a spokeswoman.

During his interview, the
president asserted that California
and other Democratic-controlled

states are already
"gerrymandered." He used
Massachusetts' Democratic-
controlled congressional

representation as an example.

How does Trump's claim about
Texas seats relate to the overall
redistricting fight?

President Donald Trump's claim
that Republicans are "entitled to
five more seats" in Texas directly
relates to the ongoing high-stakes
redistricting fight in the state. The
redistricting plan proposed by
Texas Republicans would redraw
congressional district boundaries
in a way that could net the GOP
up to five additional House seats,
significantly strengthening their
chances to maintain control of

the u.s. House of
Representatives in the 2026
midterms.

This plan has sparked intense
controversy  because it s
perceived as a partisan
gerrymander designed to favor
Republicans.

The claim reflects Trump's strong
political influence on the
redistricting process in Texas,
where he has pushed for a map
that increases Republican seats.
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Senator Cotton urges IRS to revoke CAIR status

By Danielle Campbell
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otton said in his letter that the
Council on American-Islamic
Relations (Cair) has "deep ties to
terrorist organizations" despite
claiming to be "a civil rights
organization  protecting the
rights of American Muslims."

He said that Cair attended a
gathering of Hamas supporters
in Philadelphia and that the
group was named as a member
of the Muslim Brotherhood's
Palestine Committee.

“Tax-exempt status is a privilege,
not a right, and it should not
subsidize  organisations  with
links to terrorism,”

the letter said.

Cair denounced the accusations
as “debunked conspiracy
theories” in a statement sent to
Middle East Eye.

"Tom Cotton's baseless demand
that the IRS target a nonprofit
organization based on debunked
conspiracy theories is an un-
American political stunt straight
from the McCarthy era and it's
motivated by the senator's
desire to protect the genocidal
Israeli government from
criticism,"

the statement said.

Cair is simply the most recent in
a string of pro-lsrael efforts that
Cotton has led, and this is not
the first time the organization
has faced criticism for its pro-
Palestinian stance.

The senator proposed a bill in
the Senate in December to stop
the federal government from
using the term "West Bank" and
to replace it with "Judea and
Samaria," which is the biblical
name for the area that is
currently under occupation.

The senator claimed that this
would better reflect Israel's
historical and biblical claims to
the region.

Cotton took aim at the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) in November 2024 after
the court issued arrest warrants
for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his
former Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant on charges of crimes
against humanity, including
using starvation as a method of
warfare.

A US law at the time, which
allows the president to employ
"all  means necessary and
appropriate" to free Americans
or allies held by the court, was
invoked by Cotton.

The American Service-Members'
Protection  Act, sometimes
known as the "Hague Invasion
Act," was passed in 2002 with
the intention of protecting US
servicemen from ICC
jurisdiction. Rights organizations
contend that the measure is
intended to scare countries that
back the ICC pact.

“The ICC is a kangaroo court and
Karim Khan is a deranged
fanatic,”

Cotton wrote in a social media
post on X. Khan is the chief
prosecutor at the ICC.

“Woe to him and anyone who
tries to enforce these outlaw
warrants. Let me give them all a
friendly reminder: the American
law on the ICC is known as The
Hague Invasion Act for a reason.
Think about it,”

Cotton warned.

How does CAIR respond to
allegations of terror links by
Sen. Cotton?

The Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR) strongly
denies the allegations of
terrorist links made by Senator
Tom Cotton. CAIR has dismissed
these claims as "debunked
conspiracy theories" and
characterized the call to revoke
their  nonprofit status as
reminiscent of McCarthy-era
tactics.

They emphasize that the
organization has spent decades
defending civil rights and
condemning terrorism. CAIR
rejects the accusations of
having "deep ties" to terrorist
groups, arguing that the
evidence cited by critics is

unfounded and politically
motivated.
This defensive stance

articulates CAIR's position that
the allegations are baseless and
part of a politically charged
campaign rather than grounded
in verified facts.
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Iran Arrests Eight Suspected of Spying for

Israel’s Mossad in 12-Day War

ran recently announced the arrest
of eight individuals suspected of

spying for Israel's Mossad
intelligence agency during the
intense 12-day conflict between
Iran and Israel in June 2025. The
Islamic  Revolutionary  Guard
Corps (IRGC) disclosed that the
detainees attempted to transmit
critical information about
sensitive Iranian military sites and
senior military officials to Israel.
These arrests mark part of Iran’s

heightened crackdown on
espionage activities amid
escalating covert and overt
hostilities with Israel.

The Revolutionary Guards

reported that the eight suspects
were apprehended in
northeastern Iran just before they
could execute their plans and that
authorities seized bomb-making
materials, explosives, and devices
intended for sabotage. According
to the IRGC, these detainees were
remotely trained by Mossad
through specialized online
courses. "These arrests serve as a

By Jan Frazier

crucial measure to prevent
serious threats to national
security," the IRGC asserted

through state media.

Context of the 12-Day June
Conflict

The espionage arrests are directly
linked to the backdrop of violent
clashes between Tehran and Tel
Aviv in  June 2025, which
escalated from covert sabotage
and intelligence operations to
unprecedented open conflict
including airstrikes and missile
attacks. Israel launched a
sustained 12-day air assault
targeting Iranian nuclear facilities,
senior military leaders, and other
key infrastructure within Iran. The
offensive resulted in significant
casualties, including the deaths of
several top lIranian generals and
prominent nuclear scientists.

Iran retaliated with missile and
drone strikes against Israeli
military  sites and urban
infrastructure. The conflict also
saw direct U.S. involvement, as
Washington conducted strikes
against Iranian nuclear
installations, further intensifying
hostilities. The Iranian
government claimed a death toll
of roughly 1,190 during the
conflict, including civilians and
security personnel. Israel, by
contrast, reported 28 fatalities
from Iranian counterattacks.

Iranian Judicial Actions and
Espionage Executions

Security agencies in Iran have
aggressively targeted suspected
collaborators with Mossad since
the conflict’s escalation. Several
individuals tried for espionage
have faced expedited and harsh
legal proceedings. Notably, the
execution of Rouzbeh Vadi, a
nuclear scientist convicted of
transmitting  intelligence to
Israel about other scientists
targeted in strikes, took place in
August 2025.

Bahman Choubi-Asl, another
prominent figure convicted of
working with Mossad as a
database expert involved in
Iran’s telecommunications
networks, was executed recently
following extensive trials. The
judiciary highlighted his multiple
overseas contacts with Mossad
agents and receipt of payments
and espionage tools.

[ranian  judiciary  spokesman
Asghar Jahangiri emphasized,
"The judiciary will not show
mercy towards spies and agents
of the Zionist regime, and will
impose strict sentences to serve
as a warning to others."

Authorities claim hundreds of
Mossad-related arrests in recent
months as part of their ongoing
internal security campaign.
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Details of Espionage Operations

Officials stated that the
suspects were involved in
attempts to convey the

locations of key Iranian military
facilities and intelligence on
senior commanders to Mossad
operatives. The IRGC revealed
that the espionage network had
acquired materials intended for
constructing launchers,
explosives, and booby traps to
be deployed within Iran.

recruitment and
training reportedly involved
remote learning  platforms,
enabling operatives to gain
expertise  without physical
presence. Experts believe this
method reflects sophisticated
adaptations in modern
espionage drawing on digital
training environments.

The network allegedly patterned
efforts to respond rapidly in the
wake of the lIsraeli air raids,
aiming to provide actionable
intelligence  for subsequent
strikes or sabotage acts. These
intelligence leaks threatened
critical Iranian military
capabilities during a high-risk
moment of mutual escalation.

Mossad’s

The Wider Impact of Espionage
on Iran-Israel Relations

The arrests highlight the broader
intelligence battle that runs
parallel to open confrontations
between Iran and Israel. Israel’s

Mossad has long targeted
Iranian nuclear and military
programs, employing tactics

ranging from cyber-attacks to

covert sabotage and targeted
killings.  Meanwhile,  Tehran
accuses Israel of destabilization
efforts and interference within
its borders.

The recent escalations and
espionage revelations
underscore the fragility and
volatility of the regional power

dynamics. Officials warn that
these spy rings not only
undermine Iran’s military

security but also threaten the
stability of the entire Middle
East region.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
declared recently that Iran
would respond firmly to any
espionage or sabotage threats,
cautioning,

"Our enemies will face harsh
consequences for violating our
sovereignty."

This rhetoric ~ accompanies
ongoing military modernization
and intelligence reforms
designed to safeguard Iran’s
strategic assets.

International Reactions and
Human Rights Concerns

Human rights organizations have
expressed concern that Tehran’s

espionage charges and
executions may also be
leveraged for political

suppression beyond genuine
national security needs. Critics
argue that the Iranian regime
uses espionage cases to silence
dissent and justify  harsh
crackdowns amid growing

domestic unrest.

International bodies continue to
monitor the situation closely,
urging due process and fair trials
for detained suspects. Despite
these calls, Iran’s judiciary
maintains a  zero-tolerance
stance on spying, particularly
with regard to lIsrael, which it
considers its primary adversary.

Tehran’s aggressive investigation
and rapid executions since June
reflect a strategic attempt to
dismantle alleged spy networks
before they can cause lethal
damage to its nuclear and
military capabilities.

The arrest of eight suspected
Mossad spies by Iran during the
latest 12-day war with Israel
marks a critical development in
the shadow war between the two
nations. These arrests, coupled
with executions of convicted
espionage operatives, reveal the
intense intelligence warfare that
underpins the region’s ongoing
violence. lIran’s firm response
demonstrates its determination
to protect national security at all
costs amid persistent external
threats.

While espionage between Iran
and lIsrael is nothing new, the
scale and transparency of these
arrests during a period of
heightened conflict signal a new
phase of confrontation. The
situation remains tense, with
both sides deeply entrenched in
covert and overt operations that
continue to shape Middle East
geopolitics.
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Germany to Halt Military Exports to Israel for

Use in Gaza War

By Henry Nicholas

n a significant policy turnaround,

Germany has announced a
suspension of all military exports
to Israel that could potentially be
used in the Gaza conflict.

This decision came in early August
2025 shortly after Israel’s security
cabinet approved a strategy to
take control of Gaza City, marking
an escalation in the nearly two-
year-long conflict. German

Chancellor Friedrich Merz made
the announcement  publicly,
clarifying that while Germany
supports Israel’s right to defend
itself, the increasing civilian
casualties in Gaza compelled
Berlin to pause arms shipments.

This marked a notable shift for
Germany, historically one of
Israel’s closest military allies in
Europe.Chancellor Merz stated,

"The intensified military
operations by the Israeli army in
the Gaza Strip, which were
authorized by the Israeli cabinet
last night, make it increasingly
challenging for the German
government to understand how
these objectives can be realized."
He added emphatically,

"The German government will
not permit  any military
equipment
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exports that could be utilized in
the Gaza Strip until further
notice."

The statement underscored the
humanitarian concerns driving
Berlin’s decision amid mounting
international  criticism over
Israel’s military campaign and the
escalating civilian toll.

Historical Context of German-
Israeli Military Relations

Germany has historically been a
staunch supporter of Israel,
stemming partly from the
country’s post-Holocaust
commitments. Over the past
decade, Germany consistently
ranked among the top suppliers of
military equipment to Israel,
second only to the United States.
From 2020 to 2024, German arms
accounted for roughly one-third
of Israel’s weapon imports. The
relationship has generally been
characterized by tight-knit
political and military cooperation
underscored by a mutual strategic
interest and Germany’s sense of

responsibility  toward Israel’s
security.
However, the sustained Gaza

conflict and the recent decision
by Israel to intensify its offensive
in Gaza City caused public unease
across Germany. A June 2025 poll
indicated that 73% of Germans
support stricter regulation of
arms exports to conflict zones,
while 30% favored a complete
ban on supplies to Israel amid
reports of civilian casualties and
humanitarian crises in  the
territory.

International and Domestic
Pressures Leading to the Export
Ban

The announcement followed
rising domestic political pressure
within Germany, where coalition
partners and civil
society  groups called on
Chancellor Merz to take a firmer
stance on Israel’s Gaza
operations. Vice Chancellor and
Finance Minister Lars Klingbeil of
the Social Democratic Party
remarked,

"This is the correct choice. The
humanitarian crisis in Gaza is
intolerable."

The coalition government faced
growing demands to align German
arms  export  policies  with
international humanitarian norms.

Internationally, Germany’s move
resonated amidst
mounting global criticism of
Israel’s war tactics in
Gaza and calls for a ceasefire by
United Nations bodies and
humanitarian organizations. With
tens of thousands of Gazan
civilians  killed and essential
supplies like food, water, and

medicine restricted, the
humanitarian toll pushed
Germany to adjust its arms

transfer stance in response to the
unfolding crisis.

Germany’s Position: Support for
Israel’s Right to Defense,
Condemnation of Civilian Impact

Despite halting military exports
specifically for use in Gaza,

Chancellor Merz reiterated
Germany’s ongoing support for
Israel as a sovereign nation
confronting terrorist threats. He
affirmed,

"Israel has the right to defend
itself against Hamas’ terror."

The Chancellor also stressed the
urgent need for the release of
Israeli hostages held by Hamas
and called for purposeful
negotiations to bring about a
ceasefire, stating that such
diplomacy remained Berlin’s top
priority.

Merz was clear in his
condemnation of Hamas,
expressing that the militant group
should have no role in Gaza’s
governance in any future peace
arrangement. However, he
pointed out that Israel, given its
decision to expand military
operations into Gaza City, bore an
increasing responsibility to
protect civilians and facilitate

humanitarian  access, further
complicating Germany’s
willingness to approve arms

needed for such operations.

Reaction from Israel and

Diplomatic Fallout

The Israeli government, led by
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, reacted sharply
against Germany’s decision. A
statement from Israel’s Prime
Minister’s office conveyed deep
dissatisfaction with Berlin’s halt
on arms exports, accusing
Germany of

17

/49 TH ISSUE |


https://washingtoninsider.us/war/israel-hamas-gaza/
https://washingtoninsider.us/war/israel-hamas-gaza/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/8/germany-halts-military-exports-to-israel-for-use-in-gaza-offensive

Middle East

August 2025

undermining Israel’s efforts to
combat Hamas effectively.

The Israeli statement said
Germany’s move would be
viewed as "rewarding Hamas"
and characterized it as
insufficient support for what
Israel terms a just war on terror.
This response highlights the
diplomatic strain the arms
export suspension has caused
between two traditionally close
allies.

Impact on Military and
Economic Cooperation

The halt has had immediate
practical effects. Reports from
September 2025 indicate that no
new licenses for military exports
to Israel were issued for over a
month following the August
embargo announcement.
Germany’s Federal Economy
Ministry confirmed that arms
export requests were being
evaluated on a case-by-case
basis with a clear presumption
against approvals for equipment
potentially usable in Gaza.

This  suspension marks a
watershed moment since it is the
first time a unified Germany has
officially recognized a denial of
military support to Israel amid
ongoing hostilities. The ban
impacts various categories of
military  hardware including
weapons, ammunition, and
electronic equipment essential
for Israel’s military operations.
Opposition parties in Germany
argue that the government
should take even stronger

measures, advocating a
complete ban on military
exports to Israel.

Broader European and Global
Context

Germany’s decision comes amid
a broader shift in Western
attitudes towards the Gaza
conflict. Several European and

Arab nations have criticized
Israel’s military approach,
especially following the

declaration of intent to take full
control of Gaza City. Rising calls
for ceasefire and humanitarian
access have put pressure on
several Western governments to
reconsider  armed support
conducive to the continuation of
the war.

Germany’s move may also
prompt reassessment of arms
sales policies among other NATO
and EU members. It underscores
the delicate balance between
ensuring lIsrael’s security and
addressing the humanitarian
consequences of armed conflict
in densely populated civilian
areas.

Humanitarian Concerns and
Calls for Aid Access

Chancellor Merz called on Israel
to allow comprehensive and
sustained access for
humanitarian aid organizations,
including United Nations
agencies and non-governmental
organizations. He emphasized
the need for Israel to address
the dire needs of Gaza’s civilian
population and avoid further

exacerbating the crisis.

Merz acknowledged the
complexity and gravity of the
situation, stating,

"The humanitarian situation in
Gaza is grave and urgent
measures must be taken to
alleviate the suffering of civilians
caught in the conflict."

His appeal reflects growing
concern in Germany about the
balance between military action
and humanitarian protection in
the ongoing war.

Germany’s decision to halt
military exports to Israel that
could be used in Gaza marks a
historic and contentious shift in
its foreign policy towards one of
its closest allies. Though
affirming Israel’s right to self-
defense, Berlin responded to the
intensifying humanitarian crisis
by suspending weapons supplies
tied to operations in Gaza. The
move has strained diplomatic
ties and stirred debates about
Germany’s role in the Middle
East conflict and arms export
ethics.

As the Gaza war continues,
Germany’s stance highlights the
increasing challenges faced by
Western governments in
navigating security alliances
while addressing international
humanitarian obligations. The
situation remains fluid, with
potential implications for NATO
cooperation and  European
policy on arms exports in
conflict zones.
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By John Ruehl

has escalated its travel

srael
advisory for its citizens planning
to visit the United Arab Emirates,
citing heightened concerns over
potential terrorist threats in the
Gulf nation.

The updated warning, issued by

instability amid ongoing tensions
in the Middle East. It specifically
underlines  risks posed by
extremist groupsand calls for

heightened  vigilance  among
travelers.
The Ministry's announcement

destination, recent intelligence
indicates an increased possibility
of terrorist activities targeting

foreign nationals, including
Israelis.
"Given the volatile security

landscape, it is imperative that

Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, underscores that, while the UAE is travelers exercise extreme
reflects growing regional generally considered a safe caution,"
[ / 19
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said an official spokesperson for
the ministry. The advisory marks a
significant shift in tone from the
previously more permissive travel
guidance since Israel and the UAE
normalized relations in 2020
under the Abraham Accords.

This move comes against the
backdrop of escalating Israel-Iran
proxy conflicts, particularly in the
Gaza Strip and Yemen, where Iran-
backed militias have been active.
Israeli authorities believe that
hostile actors aligned with Iran
may seek to target Israeli citizens
abroad to create broader regional
instability. Experts note this
warning may also serve as a
deterrent against complacency
among tourists and business
travelers given the UAE's role as a
major hub for international flights
and commerce.

Diplomatic sources indicate that,
despite the growing travel
warning, Israeli-UAE bilateral ties
remain robust with ongoing
security collaboration and
intelligence sharing aimed at
preventing acts of terror. A senior
Israeli diplomat emphasized, "Our
security cooperation with the UAE
is strong, but the reality on the
ground compels us to remain
cautious and prepared." This
reassurance attempts to balance
concern without undermining the
significance of the historic
normalized relations formed just
over five years ago.

The UAE authorities, for their part,
maintain that they are committed
to ensuring the safety of all
visitors to the Emirates. Sheikh

Khalid bin Mohammed Al Qasimi,
a prominent Emirati security
official, affirmed,

"The UAE remains a peaceful
destination, and we continuously
enhance our security frameworks
to protect every resident and
visitor."

He dismissed any alarms as
isolated incidents rather than
indicative of a systemic threat.

Despite such assurances, the
travel warning includes practical
advice urging Israeli citizens to
avoid crowded public venues and
to stay updated on local news
developments when in the UAE.
The Ministry also recommends
that travelers register with the
Israeli embassy in Abu Dhabi or
the consulate in Dubai for prompt
assistance in case of emergencies.

Security analysts view this
advisory as reflective of a broader
pattern of increased vigilance
among Western-aligned countries
operating in areas exposed to
Iranian  influence or  proxy
conflicts. The strategic calculus
involves balancing diplomatic
engagement with preparedness
for asymmetric threats like
terrorism, which increasingly
complicate travel and trade in the
Gulf region.

This heightened alert in travel
guidance follows a series of
recent incidents in the Gulf where
intelligence agencies neutralized
terror cells allegedly

affiliated with Iran-backed

efforts
ongoing

groups. These
underscore the
challenge in countering
networks that exploit the
region’s geopolitical fissures.
Israeli security experts argue
that while no specific threats
have materialized yet in the UAE
context, preemptive caution is
warranted.

For Israeli business communities
and expatriates, the warning
injects an element of uncertainty
but also reinforces the necessity
of coordinated security
measures. Many Israeli firms
operating in free zones across
Dubai and Abu Dhabi continue
to emphasize risk management,
aligning closely with diplomatic
advisories to ensure the safety
of their employees.

International experts on Gulf
security suggest that Israel’s
move may also influence other
Western countries to revisit their
risk assessments concerning the
UAE. The Emirates have
increasingly become a nexus for
global investments and tourism,

elevating the  stakes  for
comprehensive threat
monitoring  and protective
protocols.

In sum, lIsrael’s latest travel
advisory sharpens the focus on
emerging security challenges
amid enduring Middle East

tensions. The message is clear:
while ties between Israel and the
UAE grow stronger day by day,
vigilance  against  terrorism
remains crucial to safeguard
citizens' welfare.
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By Kathy Malouf

akistan’s agricultural sector s
playing a pivotal role in driving its
export growth to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), responding to the
Gulf nation’s surging demand for
food products. Recent trade
figures reveal a robust increase in
Pakistan’s exports, with
agriculture-based items such as
rice, meat, fruits, vegetables, and
dairy products leading the charge.
This growth reflects not only
Pakistan’s expanding capacity in
agro-based industries but also the
UAE’s strategic imperative to
enhance food security amid
shifting global supply dynamics.

Bilateral trade between the two
countries has witnessed
significant momentum in recent
years. According to Pakistan’s
Trade and Investment Counsellor
Ali Zeb Khan, exports from
Pakistan to the UAE climbed
approximately 10% from US$1.59

billion in fiscal year 2023-24 to an
estimated US$1.75

billion in 2024-25. This increase is

largely  attributed to  key
agricultural commodities where
Pakistan has a competitive

advantage.

"Agriculture continues to anchor
Pakistan’s exports, with rice, meat,
fruits, vegetables, and dairy
products in high demand across
the UAE,"

Khan explained in an exclusive
interview with Gulf News.

The UAE, under its national vision
for heightened food security, has
intensified efforts to diversify its
import sources.

Pakistan’s agricultural exports
complement this strategy by

offering a consistent supply of
staple crops and perishables.
Products like basmati rice and
quality meat cuts have found
favor among UAE consumers
and traders, further cementing
Pakistan’s position as a reliable
supplier in a volatile global
market.

Agricultural trade between the

countries is not just about
volumes but also about
enhancing the profile of

Pakistani produce in the UAE
market. Festival-themed events,
such as Mango and Date Palm
exhibitions, have considerably
boosted the visibility and appeal
of Pakistani food products.

"Product-specific festivals like
Mango and Date Palm events
have given Pakistani produce a
strong profile here,"

Khan noted, highlighting the role
of cultural and promotional
initiatives in strengthening trade
ties.

The rising bilateral trade
encapsulates a wider regional
economic interdependence.
While Pakistan’s textile and
manufactured goods continue to
contribute, the standout growth
in food exports underscores the
fundamental role of the agro-
sector.
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The diversity of products the UAE market. and compliance with evolving
shipped—from  cereals and food safety regulations.

edible fruits to processed dairy
items—reflects Pakistan’s strides
in  modernizing  agricultural
supply chains and meeting
international quality standards.

Amid economic pressures such
as inflation and energy costs,
Pakistan’s agriculture has
demonstrated resilience. The
revenue driven from exports to
the UAE provides crucial foreign
exchange for Pakistan’s
economy. Moreover, the
relationship serves as a platform
for potential investment in agro-
business

opportunities, with Pakistan
eager to attract UAE capital into
food processing and cold chain
infrastructure.

The growing importance of
Pakistan’s agro-food exports is
further evidenced by the
composition of the export
basket. Data from the United
Nations COMTRADE database
show that in 2024, these exports
included mineral fuels ($233
million), meat and edible meat
offal ($198 million), cereals ($177
million), edible vegetables ($87
million), and fruits ($different
figures). These figures indicate
not only the volume but the
increasing  sophistication  of
Pakistan’s export profile.

Despite challenges such as
fluctuating global commodity
prices and occasional logistical
disruptions, Pakistani exporters
are optimistic about sustaining
and expanding their footprintin

"With food security high on the
UAE’s agenda, Pakistan sees
further scope for agro-based
trade and investment,"

Khan said, underscoring
confidence in future growth.
From the UAE's perspective, the
partnership is equally vital. The
Emirate’s reliance on imported
food has grown in tandem with
its population and economic
diversification strategies. For
UAE officials and importers,
Pakistan’s offerings provide both
cost-effectiveness and quality
assurance. This synergy has
encouraged more formal
agreements and cooperation on
standards, certification, and
trade facilitation.

The trade counsellor’s remarks
suggest that Pakistan is also
keen to explore technology-
driven solutions for agriculture,
including enhancing cold storage
and logistics, which could
alleviate some of the supply
chain bottlenecks. Additionally,
increasing  urbanization and
modern retail formats in the UAE
present new opportunities for

Pakistani exporters to access
wider  consumer  segments
beyond traditional wholesale
markets.

However, experts caution that
the competitive landscape is
dynamic. Pakistan competes
with other regional suppliers and
global exporters alike, which
incentivizes continuous
improvement in product quality

Collaboration between public
and private sectors in Pakistan
will be critical to maintaining
momentum and responding to
market signals.

Further investments in research
and development within
Pakistan’s agriculture can also
catalyze innovations in crop
yields and pest management,
which will be essential to meet
growing demand sustainably.
Exporters emphasize that
leveraging international
certifications and  adopting
stringent quality checks remain
priorities to ensure a premium
market position.

The UAE’s investments in
infrastructure, including free
trade zones and specialized
ports, also facilitate efficient

handling of perishable goods,
laying a foundation for longer-
term trade growth. Pakistan’s
ability to adapt to these
logistical advantages will define
the trajectory of agricultural
trade expansion.

In sum, agriculture remains the
cornerstone of Pakistan’s
exports to the UAE, driven by
rising demand for food items
and strengthened by concerted
trade promotion efforts. As both
countries deepen their
economic integration, the food
and agriculture sector
exemplifies a mutually beneficial
partnership responding  to
strategic imperatives of growth
and food security.
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By Danielle Campbell

he foreign ministers of Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) held a crucial
phone call on Monday, reflecting
the deepening cooperation
between the two Gulf powers
amid urgent regional and
international challenges. The
discussion, which encompassed a
range of political, economic, and
security matters, comes at a
pivotal moment when the Middle
East remains volatile due to
ongoing conflicts and rising
geopolitical tensions.

The call was reportedly initiated
to strengthen bilateral
coordination and support joint
efforts in promoting regional
stability. Both ministers
underscored their commitment to
working closely in addressing
pressing issues affecting the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries and the broader Arab
world.

Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister

emphasized that

"Our nations share a common
vision for peace, security, and
prosperity in the region,"

emphasizing the importance of
unity in overcoming challenges.
The UAE’s Foreign Minister
echoed this sentiment, stating,

"Through dialogue and
cooperation, we can confront
threats and pave the way for
development and stability."

Strengthening Bilateral Ties in a
Complex Regional Landscape

The relationship between Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, two leading
economies and political actors in
the Gulf, has evolved significantly
over the past decade. Both
countries have invested heavily in
joint initiatives, especially in
economic diversification, energy
cooperation, and
counterterrorism efforts.

The recent phone conversation
reaffirmed their commitment to
enhancing diplomatic ties and
working collectively in
international forums. Discussions
included coordination on
regional conflicts, with particular
focus on Yemen, Lebanon, and
the ongoing tensions involving
Iran.

In recent years, both Riyadh and
Abu Dhabi have taken prominent

roles in shaping the regional
security architecture. The
ministers recognized the

necessity of maintaining strong
responses to regional security
threats, including missile attacks
and insurgent activities.

"We stand firm against any actions
that threaten the sovereignty and
peace of our nations,"

said the Saudi foreign minister
during the call.

Addressing Regional Conflicts
and Security Concerns

The call highlighted the mutual
concern of Saudi Arabia and the
UAE over destabilizing activities
in Yemen, where both countries
have been deeply involved in
military and humanitarian
efforts. The

ministers agreed on the urgency
of a political solution and
underscored the need for
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international support to bring
parties together for lasting
peace.

They also touched upon their
shared perspectives regarding
Lebanon’s political crisis and the
influence of armed groups,
noting that regional interference

only deepens the country’s
Woes. Highlighting their
positions, the UAE minister
noted,

"We advocate for sovereignty
and non-intervention as keys to
Lebanon’s recovery."

The Iranian nuclear program and
Tehran’s regional influence were
also central topics. The Saudi
foreign minister remarked,

"Iran's activities destabilize the

region, and we must act in
concert with international
partners to counter these
threats."

The UAE minister added that
diplomatic engagement should
be balanced with firm policies to

ensure security and deter
aggression.
Economic Cooperation and

Trade Enhancement

Beyond security, the call also
focused on economic
collaboration between the two
Gulf allies. With both countries
seeking to diversify their oil-
dependent economies, they
discussed strategies to boost
trade, investment, and
technological innovation.

Energy cooperation, particularly
in renewable resources and

sustainable development,
formed an important part of the
conversation. The UAE minister
highlighted the shared ambition

to lead the region's green
transformation, saying,

"We aim to set regional
standards for clean energy
through joint projects and
innovation."

The ministers also agreed on
enhancing trade facilitation and
customs cooperation to increase
intra-Gulf trade volumes in line
with GCC economic integration
goals. Both sides expressed
interest in expanding
partnerships in sectors such as
tourism, technology, and
infrastructure.

International Implications and
Partnership With Global Powers

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
acknowledged the importance of
maintaining robust international
partnerships, including with the
United States, Europe, and Asian
strategic players. The ministers
agreed that cooperation
with these powers is vital for
regional peace and economic
progress.

They reviewed their approaches
to recent geopolitical shifts,
including major developments in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
and the efforts to normalize
Arab-Israeli  relations under
broader peace frameworks. The
Saudi foreign minister remarked

cautiously,

"Lasting peace requires fairness
and respect for international
law."

The UAE minister emphasized
the importance of diplomacy,

stating that their countries
remain open to constructive
dialogue  with all  global

stakeholders, aiming to foster a
stable environment that benefits

their citizens and regional
neighbors alike.
Humanitarian Initiatives and

Regional Stability Efforts

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
reiterated their commitment to
humanitarian aid in conflict
zones. Particularly focusing on
Yemen, the ministers confirmed
ongoing support for relief
programs that alleviate suffering
and facilitate reconstruction.

The discussions also covered
refugee support and addressing
displacement caused by regional
turmoil. The foreign ministers
agreed that stability can only be
attained when humanitarian
needs are met alongside political
solutions.

The call demonstrated the joint
resolve of these Gulf leaders to
act as stabilizing forces in a
fractured region. By
consolidating their positions and
initiatives, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE seek to project influence

that aligns security interests
with development and
diplomacy.
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Saudi FM Prince Faisal Bin Farhan Says
Palestinians Face ‘Horrific Genocide’ Under
Israel

By Athena Nagel j; 2

audi Arabia’s Foreign Minister, actions in Gaza during his declaring that Palestinians are
Prince Faisal Bin  Farhan, speech at the 80th United facinga “horrific genocide.”
delivered a powerful Nations General Assembly His remarks came amid

condemnation of Israel’s military (UNGA), increasing
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international scrutiny of the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, with
widespread calls for wurgent
intervention to halt the ongoing
violence and suffering inflicted
on Palestinians.

At the outset of his address on
September 27, 2025, Prince
Faisal emphasized Saudi Arabia’s
firm commitment to
international law and the
principles of the UN Charter,
affirming the Kingdom’s role as a
founding member of the UN. He
highlighted that the Kingdom
continuously strives to translate
these principles into practical
actions by promoting peace,
security, and cooperation
globally. His speech sharply
criticized the “unprecedented”
humanitarian crisis in Gaza and
the “unchecked practices” of
Israel’s occupation forces.

Grave Violations and Systematic
Atrocities

Prince Faisal described the
situation in Gaza as follows:

“The Palestinian people are
enduring  starvation, forced
displacement, and systematic
killing by the occupying forces.
These acts are being perpetrated
in complete disregard of the
historic and legal rights of the
Palestinian people with an aim to
erase their legitimate rights.”

His words echoed international
reports, including a recent UN
commission that confirmed
Israel’s acts in Gaza amounted to
genocide under international

law.

The foreign minister stressed the
urgent need for global
intervention to stop what he
called “the ongoing genocide in
Gaza,” calling on the international
community to ensure the
unfettered flow of humanitarian
aid to the starving population. He
warned that failure to act would
only escalate war crimes and
mass atrocities, deepening
instability across the region and
beyond.

International Community’s Role
and Two-State Solution

Prince Faisal firmly asserted that
addressing the Palestinian issue
requires adherence to
international legality and
legitimacy. He condemned efforts
to handle the conflict outside
these frameworks, stating,

“The continued handling of the
question of Palestine outside the
frameworks of law and
international legitimacy is what
prolonged the violence and
deepened the suffering.”

The minister called for immediate
de-escalation and political
dialogue as the only path to
peace.

He highlighted Saudi Arabia’s
proactive role in international
efforts, including launching an
international coalition with
Norway and the European Union
aimed at implementing the two-
state solution. Along with co-
chairing the High-Level

International Conference for the
Peaceful Settlement of the
Palestinian Question with France,
Saudi Arabia has been at the
forefront of diplomatic initiatives
aimed at ending the occupation
and establishing an independent
Palestinian state based on the
1967 borders with East Jerusalem
as its capital.

Saudi Arabia supports the growing
number of countries recognizing
Palestinian

statehood, seeing this as a
crucial step towards legitimizing
Palestinian  sovereignty and
promoting reforms within the
Palestinian  Authority. Prince
Faisal stressed,

“It is time to find a just and
lasting solution to the
Palestinian issue. Military
escalation will not achieve peace
or security.”

Warning Against
Destabilization

Regional

Prince Faisal issued a stark

warning regarding the
consequences of continued
Israeli aggression and

international inaction. He said,
“The failure of the international
community to take firm actions
to end the Israeli aggression and
violations will only cause further
instability and insecurity
regionally and globally... and will
escalate war crimes and acts of
genocide.”

His message underscored Saudi
Arabia’s view that unchecked
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violence in Palestine undermines
the entire region’s security and
threatens global peace.

The Foreign Minister also
condemned  specific recent
Israeli military actions, including
attacks that killed civilians
indiscriminately and efforts to
displace Palestinian
communities forcibly. Riyadh
has repeatedly  denounced
Israeli policies it views as ethnic
cleansing and violations of
human rights, and this speech
reinforced those accusations
with increased urgency.
Humanitarian Crisis and
Economic Consequences

Saudi Arabia remains deeply
concerned about the dire
humanitarian conditions in Gaza.
Prince Faisal noted that Gaza is
enduring famine, with borders
effectively closed, preventing
critical humanitarian aid and
supplies from reaching millions.
The minister criticized Israel’s
blockade and restrictions as a
“policy of starvation,”
highlighting the catastrophic
effects on civilians, particularly
women and children.

Saudi Arabia has contributed
substantial humanitarian aid to
the Palestinian territories,
exceeding billions of dollars over
recent years. The Kingdom calls
on the international community
to scale up its support to
alleviate the suffering caused by
the ongoing conflict and to
support reconstruction efforts
when peace is achieved.

Support for Multilateralism and
International Law

In his speech, Prince Faisal also
reinforced Saudi Arabia’s strong
belief in multilateralism as the
mechanism to resolve global
crises. He articulated Riyadh’s
dedication to promoting
international peace, security,
and cooperation by upholding
the UN Charter’s standards.

He stated,

“Saudi  Arabia  strives to
translate the principles of the
UN Charter into tangible reality
by promoting respect for
international law, enhancing
international peace and
security, and supporting
multilateral cooperation.”

This stance frames Saudi Arabia
as a key player advocating for
peaceful, lawful resolutions to
conflicts, including the
Palestinian struggle.

Broader Diplomatic Context
and Regional Stability

The Foreign Minister’s remarks
come at a time when the Middle
East remains fraught with
tension and conflict. Saudi
Arabia, as a
leading regional actor,
continues to push for de-
escalation and dialogue while
condemning any
acts that threaten peace. Prince
Faisal reaffirmed that peace and
security in the region are
intertwined with resolving the
Palestinian question and

respecting Palestinian rights.

He also acknowledged recent
diplomatic advances toward
normalizing relations between

Arab states and Israel but
reiterated Saudi Arabia’s
condition that any such

agreements must be premised
on achieving a fair and
comprehensive peace grounded
in international law. Saudi
Arabia continues to condition

potential normalization with
Israel on the realization of
Palestinian rights and
statehood.

Urgency for Peace and Justice

Prince Faisal's UN speech
encapsulates Saudi Arabia’s firm
position that the ongoing
violence against Palestinians
constitutes a “horrific genocide”
that demands immediate global
action. His call for lifting the
siege on Gaza, ending Israeli
military aggression, and
reinvigorating the two-state
solution reflects broad Saudi
foreign policy objectives to
secure peace, uphold human
rights, and restore stability to
the Middle East.

His assertions place
considerable pressure on the
international community to
uphold its legal and moral
responsibilities. The Kingdom’s
increased diplomatic activism
and humanitarian contributions
underscore its commitment to
supporting  the  Palestinian
cause and ensuring a durable
peace based on justice.
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JD Vance and David Lammy host Ukraine peace
talks in UK

By Kathy Malouf
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he United States is alleged to
have requested the talks.

Lammy stated that the

"UK's support for Ukraine
remains ironclad as we continue
working towards a just and
lasting peace"

as the two were joined by
Ukrainian officials and European
national security specialists.

Ahead of next week's summit
between  Russian  President
Vladimir Putin and US President
Donald Trump in Alaska,

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky emphasized that he will
not cede any territory to Russia.

Vance and his family are staying
at Chevening, Lammy's official
country home in Kent, where the
meeting was conducted on
Saturday.

Along with representatives from
the UK, US, EU, France, Germany,
Italy, Finland, and NATO, the
discussions were attended by
Andriy Yermak, the head of
Zelensky's office, and Rustem
Umerov, secretary of Ukraine's
National Security and Defense
Council.

Prior to the conference, UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
spoke with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky over the
phone, and the two men agreed
that it would be a "vital forum"
to discuss peace prospects. On
August 15, Trump and Putin

will meet to talk about the war's
future.

Trump hinted that Ukraine could
have to give up land in order to
put an end to the conflict, which
started when Russia launched a
full-scale invasion in February
2022.

Trump stated on Friday that
there "will be some swapping of
territories, to the betterment of
both" in reference to a possible
agreement to end the war.

"You're looking at territory
that's been fought over for
three and a half years, a lot of
Russians have died. A lot of
Ukrainians have died,"

the US president said.

Russia has consistently insisted
on Ukraine recognising Russian
sovereignty over several
Ukrainian regions, agreeing to
demilitarisation and abandoning
its Nato aspirations.

Trump's position has also
consistently involved Ukraine
sacrificing land for peace.

While Zelensky has been careful
not to criticise Trump, his post
on social media makes clear that
he will not accept it.

Early on Saturday, he said in a
Telegram post "Ukrainians will
not give their land to the
occupier", and reiterated that
Ukraine must be involved in any
solution for

peace.

"We are ready, together with
President Trump, together with
all partners, to work for a real,
and most importantly, lasting
peace - a peace that will not
collapse because of Moscow's
wishes."

How are Vance and Lammy
working together to shape
Ukraine peace talks?

US Vice President JD Vance and
UK Foreign Secretary David
Lammy are working together by
hosting a high-level,

urgent meeting near London that
brings together senior national
security advisers from the US, UK,
Europe, and Ukraine to
coordinate positions and discuss
a ceasefire and peace framework
ahead of the planned US-Russia
summit on August 15, 2025.

This meeting provides a vital
forum to ensure Ukraine's
interests and involvement are
central to any negotiations aimed
at ending the war,

emphasizing that peace solutions
excluding Ukraine would be
untenable according to Ukrainian
President Zelensky.

Despite their differing political
backgrounds, Vance and Lammy
have  formed a  working
relationship and friendship that
enables them to collaborate
closely on these complex
diplomatic efforts.
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Melania Trump sends letter to Putin on child

suffering

By Mandilee Hecht

{J' A

he insiders told Reuters that
during their summit talks in
Alaska, President Donald Trump
personally presented the letter
to Putin. Melania Trump, who
was born in Slovenia, did not
travel to Alaska.

Other than stating that the letter
cited child abductions brought
on by the conflict in Ukraine, the
officials would not reveal its
contents.

It was not previously known that
the letter existed.

Ukraine is extremely sensitive to
Russia's capture of Ukrainian
youngsters.

“This is a true act of
humanism,”Andrii Sybiha added
on X.

Previously Moscow has said it
has been protecting vulnerable
children from a war zone.

The United Nations Human
Rights Office has said Russia has
inflicted suffering on millions of
Ukrainian children and violated
their rights since its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Trump and Putin met for nearly
three hours at a US military base
in Anchorage without reaching a
ceasefire deal in the war in
Ukraine. During brief remarks to
reporters, the two leaders said
they had made progress on
unspecified issues, but they
offered no details and took no
questions.

“There
points

were many, many

that we agreed on.
couple of big ones 2
haven’t quite got there,
we’ve made some headway,”
Trump said, standing in front of a
backdrop that read, “Pursuing
Peace.”

but

How might Putin's reaction to
Melania's letter influence future
diplomacy?

The letter, which highlighted the
suffering of children in both
Ukraine and Russia and
addressed the sensitive issue of
child abductions from Ukraine,
may resonate on a personal level
with Putin. It could open a
modest window for empathetic
dialogue amidst tense political
negotiations.

While no ceasefire or agreement
was reached in the Alaska
summit, the personal letter
represents a softer diplomatic
channel that could complement
official talks. It signals that
humanitarian concerns,
especially of innocent children,
remain a shared focus.

Despite this emotional appeal,
Putin’s  broader negotiating
stance—as inferred from reports
—remains firm on key demands
such as Ukraine relinquishing
occupied territories,
demilitarization, and regime
change in Kyiv.
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Denmark Summons US Diplomat Over Attempts
to Influence Greenland

Denmark has

officially
summoned the top U.S. diplomat
in Copenhagen amid allegations

of covert American influence
operations targeting Greenland,
the vast Arctic territory that
enjoys semi-autonomous status
under the Danish crown. This
unusual diplomatic move
underscores growing tensions

between the NATO allies
regarding U.S. ambitions in
Greenland, which is rich in

minerals and holds significant
strategic importance in the
Arctic region. The summoning,
confirmed by Danish Foreign
Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen
on August 27, 2025, followed
reports that at least three U.S.

breach of its sovereignty, and
the development has
threatened to disrupt the
traditionally close cooperation
and mutual trust shared
between Denmark and
Greenland. "Any attempt to
interfere in the internal affairs
of the kingdom will of course be
unacceptable," Rasmussen
asserted, emphasizing that
Copenhagen will not tolerate
any covert actions within its
borders.

Allegations of Covert U.S.
Influence Operations
The allegations surfaced

prominently after a report by
Denmark’s  principal  public
broadcaster, DR, which revealed
sources from government and
security circles disclosing that

three Americans linked to
former President Donald
Trump’s administration engaged
in undisclosed influence
operations on Greenland. These
efforts reportedly included
attempts to foster dissent

against Danish governance and
create support for a future U.S.
takeover of the island.

could portray Denmark
negatively in U.S. media. At the
same time, two other Americans
sought to build relationships
with  Greenland’s politicians,
business leaders, and
community members, aiming to
sway opinions in favor of U.S.
interests.

It remains wunclear if these
individuals were acting
independently or as part of a
broader directive from

Washington. The Danish Foreign
Minister’s office was quick to
refute any legitimization of such

influence campaigns and
stressed the importance of
preserving the kingdom’s
internal unity.

Historical Context: Trump’s
Interest in Greenland

The issue of U.S. interest in

Greenland is not new. Donald
Trump first publicly expressed
his desire to acquire Greenland
during his initial presidency,
highlighting the island's
abundant natural resources and
strategic location as key reasons.
Notably, Trump did not discount

individuals, with ties to the the potential use of military
Trump administration, were According to DR’s reporting, one force to secure control of
conducting secret activities of the individuals allegedly Greenland if necessary, a stance
aimed at promoting Greenland’s compiled lists of Greenlanders that provoked strong reactions
separation from Denmark to who were either supportive or from both Danish and
favor U.S. interests. critical of the Trump Greenlandic officials.
The Danish government administration and encouraged
considers these acts a serious locals to spotlight incidents that The proposal to purchase
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Greenland was firmly rejected
by both the Danish government
and Greenland's government in
Nuuk. Greenlanders themselves
have long cherished their right
to self-determination, including
pursuing full independence from
Denmark through a referendum.
While a majority of the island’s
roughly 57,000 residents favor
independence, opinion surveys
show they do not support joining
the United States.

Denmark’s Response: A Firm
Stance on Sovereignty

The summoning of the U.S.
charge d’affaires in Copenhagen,
currently Mark Stroh, signified
Denmark’s robust diplomatic
stance. Foreign Minister
Rasmussen made it clear that
Copenhagen would not tolerate
covert efforts to drive a wedge
between the Danish realm and
Greenland. He described any
such activities as "entirely
unacceptable" and called for
immediate discussions with the
U.S. mission to address the
matter.

Rasmussen said, "We are aware
that foreign actors continue to
show an interest in Greenland
and its position in the Kingdom
of Denmark. It is therefore not
surprising if we experience
outside attempts to influence
the future of the kingdom in the
time ahead." He further stressed
that the cooperation between
Denmark and Greenland s
grounded in trust and dialogue,
which must be preserved against
clandestine interference.

U.S.-Denmark
and NATO

Impact on
Relations
Cooperation

The incident poses a challenge
to the traditionally strong
alliance between Denmark and
the United States, both NATO
partners sharing broad mutual
interests, including defense and
security cooperation in the
Arctic.

Greenland's strategic location
makes it crucial to Arctic
geopolitics  involving  rising
powers such as Russia and
China, alongside Western allies.

While the U.S. embassy in
Copenhagen has not publicly
responded in detail, the
diplomatic “yellow card” from

Denmark signals serious
displeasure  and demands
greater  transparency and

respect for sovereignty in U.S.
Arctic policy. Experts note that
attempts to cultivate influence
in Greenland could undermine
regional stability and
complicate the alliance’s future
cooperative frameworks.

and

Greenland’s Position

Future Outlook

Greenland’s government has
consistently maintained that
the island is not for sale and has
emphasized its right to
determine its own future. The
population’s complex
relationship  with  Denmark
involves balancing desires for
greater independence with
economic and social ties to the

kingdom. The Danish
government supports
Greenland’s right to decide its
status but firmly opposes
external efforts that aim to
destabilize the internal

relationship.

Amid increasing international
interest in Arctic resources and
navigation routes driven by
climate change, Greenland
occupies a crucial geopolitical
spot. This incident highlights the
complexities of Arctic
sovereignty and the potential
flashpoints of international

intrigue playing out in the
region.
The Danish government's

decision to summon the U.S.
diplomat over covert influence
attempts in Greenland reflects
the seriousness with which
Copenhagen views the
protection of its territory and
sovereignty. The reported
activities linked to individuals
from Trump’s administration
seeking to influence Greenland's
political direction have
exacerbated diplomatic tensions
and underscored the delicate
balance of Arctic geopolitics.

Denmark has conveyed a clear
message that its internal affairs,
specifically its relationship with
Greenland, will not be subjected
to interference. The future
trajectory of  U.S.-Denmark
relations on this issue will likely
hinge on ongoing diplomatic
engagements and respect for
the principles governing the
kingdom's autonomy and unity.
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NATO Allies Denmark, Norway, and Sweden
Announce $500 Million Support Package for
Ukraine

By Eric Gahagan
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enmark, Norway, and Sweden
have jointly announced a major
military aid package to Ukraine
worth $500 million, marking a
significant contribution to the
ongoing international effort to
support Kyiv against Russian
aggression.

This announcement, made in
early August 2025, is part of

NATO's newly launched
Prioritized Ukraine
Requirements List (PURL)
initiative, which aims to

streamline and prioritize vital
military deliveries to Ukraine.
The package will finance U.S.-
sourced weapons and munitions,

including  the  high-demand
Patriot air defense systems,
munitions, and anti-tank

weapons that address Ukraine’s
pressing battlefield needs.

The three Nordic countries’
support symbolizes a unified and
decisive stance within NATO to
enhance the defense capabilities
of Ukraine during this protracted
conflict. Sweden, contributing
approximately $275  million,
leads the funding commitment,
with  Denmark and Norway
providing around $90 million
and $135 million respectively.
The combined package
complements a similar $500
million pledge from the
Netherlands announced just
days earlier, bringing total NATO
and allied support through PURL
to over $1 billion.

Coordinated Effort Under the
PURL Initiative

The Prioritized Ukraine

Requirements List initiative,
driven by the U.S. and NATO,
was created to consolidate
allied resources and ensure that
Ukraine receives the most
urgently needed defense
materials swiftly. The initiative

facilitates the  coordinated
funding of U.S. weapons
supplied to Ukraine, while

European allies finance those
deliveries to maximize their
impact on the front lines.

Danish Defence Minister Troels
Lund Poulsen emphasized the
urgency by stating, "Speed is
absolutely critical.

That is why we have decided to
allocate funds to the initiative
immediately." He further added
that Denmark remained open to
providing additional support if
Ukraine’s needs grow.

This rapid action reflects the
Scandinavian countries’
determination to play a
proactive role within NATO’s
collective defense framework
and to back Ukraine’s
sovereignty in the face of
ongoing Russian assaults.

Norwegian Defence Minister
Tore O. Sandvik underscored
the strategic importance of the
package, highlighting_how it not
only supplies crucial equipment
but also strengthens
cooperation among NATO allies.
He explained, "Our goal is to

ensure that Ukraine swiftly
obtains the necessary
equipment  while enhancing

NATO collaboration on Ukraine's
defense and securing peace on

Ukraine's terms." This emphasis
on NATO partnership also
underlines the broader
geopolitical stakes in maintaining
European stability and deterring
Russian aggression.

Swedish  Commitment and
Broader Regional Support

As the largest contributor within
the Nordic group, Sweden
pledged $275 million,
approximately SEK 2.7 billion,
reinforcing its strong diplomatic
and military support for Ukraine.
Swedish Minister of Defence Pal
Jonson stated, "Ukraine urgently
needs the support of Allies and
partners to defend itself against
Russia’s aggression." His remarks
highlight Sweden’s continued
evolution as a key NATO ally
since its formal accession and its
commitment to European
security.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy praised the Nordic
countries’ initiative as a crucial
boost, declaring on social media,
"This will be felt." He expressed
that such contributions
significantly enhanced Ukraine’s
ability to protect civilians and
infrastructure and represented a
powerful example to other
nations regarding  steadfast
support for Kyiv.

Impact on Ukraine’s Defense
Capabilities

The $500 million package will
fund critical American defense
materials that include munitions
and supplies for Patriot missile
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systems and other leading-edge
air defense mechanisms.
Additional components involve
anti-tank  systems vital to
Ukraine's tactical advantage in
ongoing  battles. This aid
enhances Ukraine’s capacity to
defend vital infrastructure and
frontline positions, especially as
Russia continues to launch
provocations and military
campaigns in eastern Ukraine
and beyond.

As the U.S. and NATO co-manage
the supply chain of these
materials, the delivery of such
advanced systems signals a
qualitative  improvement in
Ukraine’s defense posture. U.S.
State Department spokeswoman
Tammy Bruce noted that the $1

billion worth of American
equipment commitments,
including this Nordic-funded
package, enable Ukraine to
protect critical infrastructure
and civilian lives while
supporting regional defense
industries and  transatlantic
security.

Strengthening Transatlantic and
Nordic Cooperation

The initiative bridges the
transatlantic alliance,
reinforcing links between the

United States and European
NATO members. Danish Minister
of Foreign Affairs Lars Lokke
Rasmussen acknowledged
Denmark’s continued leadership
by stating, "With Denmark
financing military support
together with Norway and
Sweden, we are providing

Ukraine with highly prioritized

weapons systems and
emphasizing that the
Scandinavian  countries are

close and reliable allies within
NATO." He stressed the
importance of preserving and
strengthening transatlantic
cooperation as central to
European and global security.

This package also fits within a
broader strategy of Nordic
countries investing heavily in
Ukraine’s  defense. Norway,
alongside its $135 million
contribution, continues its
extensive support through the
Nansen program, which totaled
approximately NOK 85 billion in
2025 for Ukraine and
neighboring regional countries.
This package, and others like it,
display an escalating
commitment by Nordic nations
to confront Russia’s ongoing
aggression through practical
and military means.

Ukrainian Reaction and Wider
Diplomatic Implications

Ukraine’s government
welcomed the Nordic initiative
warmly, with Defence Minister

Denys Shmyhal personally
thanking Sweden in a direct
conversation  with  Minister

Jonson for joining the PURL
effort. Zelenskyy pointed out
that this joint Nordic-NATO
funding mechanism sets a new
standard for coordinated
support that enhances regional
security for the long term,
reinforcing Ukraine’s position
against Russian pressures.

This aid announcement arrives in
the context of  ongoing
diplomatic efforts led by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
administration, which continues
to push major arms packages
and military cooperation as core
elements of the peace strategy
and deterrence against Moscow.
The growing level of allied
military aid under PURL is
designed to sustain Ukraine’s
defense capabilities while paving
the way for a negotiated peace
on terms favourable to Kyiv and
its partners.

The $500 million military aid
package from Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden marks a firm
statement of support for Ukraine
from key NATO members,
particularly the Nordic states.
Under the PURL initiative,

this significant funding will
deliver critical U.S. weapons and

munitions designed to meet
Ukraine’s immediate and
pressing defense needs,

particularly in air defense and
artillery.

With commitments like this,
NATO members are solidifying
their cooperation in the face of
sustained Russian military
aggression. The swift delivery of
advanced weapons
demonstrates the alliance's
resolve to secure peace under
terms that uphold Ukrainian
sovereignty. For Ukraine, this aid
is a vital lifeline as it faces the
complexities of war and the
challenge of defending European
security in the years to come.
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Netherlands Deploying 300 Troops and Patriot
Missile Systems to Poland

By Henry Nicholas

he Netherlands has announced a
major military deployment to

Poland to bolster NATO's
eastern defenses amid ongoing
tensions related to Russia's war
in Ukraine. Starting December
2025, approximately 300 Dutch
troops will be stationed in

Poland along with two Patriot
missile defense systems to
protect critical logistics hubs
supporting Ukraine and deter
aggression in the region.

Dutch Defence Minister Ruben
Brekelmans stated this
deployment is meant to

“safeguard NATO's eastern
flank, ensure supplies to
Ukraine, and deter Russian
hostility.”

He emphasized the troops will
operate inside Poland and that
the Netherlands has no plans to
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send forces into Ukraine itself.
The deployment is expected to
last at least until May 2026,
underscoring the Dutch
government’s long-term
commitment to NATO solidarity.

Strengthening NATO’s Eastern
Flank

Poland remains a key logistics
and military hub for Western
support flowing to Ukraine since
Russia’s full-scale invasion in
2022. The Dutch deployment
aims to enhance the protection
of this vital corridor. Brekelmans
noted,

“The eastern NATO border is
also our security border. We
stand ready, determined to
defend this border with our
allies.”

Besides the Patriot systems, the
Netherlands will deploy National
Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile
Systems (NASAMS) and counter-
drone technology, enhancing
Poland’s multilayered air
defense capability. Deploying
two of the Netherlands' three
Patriot batteries will leave one
system for Dutch soil defense.

Air Defense
Protection

and Airspace

Since September 2025, Dutch F-
35 fighter jets have conducted
joint NATO air policing over
Poland alongside Norwegian
aircraft, scrambling several
times to counter hostile drone
incursions, including Russian
Shahed drones. Brekelmans

remarked,
“Our F-35 pilots have been
actively defending NATO
airspace.”

The upcoming transition from
fighter jets to missile systems
reflect NATO’s strategic focus on
sustained defense and
deterrence  through capable
ground-based missile batteries.

Regional and Allied Support

The deployment has been
welcomed by Polish officials.
Poland’s Defence Minister
Wiadystaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
tweeted,

“Defending NATO’s eastern flank
is the responsibility of all allies.
From December, 300 Dutch
troops will join us alongside
Patriot missile systems.”

This Dutch commitment
complements broader NATO
measures, including Germany’s
dispatch of Eurofighter jets and
troops to Poland and Romania,
part of alliance efforts
responding to Russian military
moves in the region.

Importance of the Rzeszéw
Logistics Hub

The Dutch presence will primarily
focus on the Rzeszéw area and its
Jasionka airport, a crucial hub for
military and humanitarian
supplies destined for Ukraine.
Since 2022, this logistics center
has been essential for Western
aid operations. Brekelmans

explained,

“We protect the hub to keep
support to Ukraine
uninterrupted.”

Long-Term NATO Commitment

The Netherlands’ deployment
symbolizes NATO’s collective
defense ethos under Article 5,
reinforcing European security.
Minister Brekelmans noted,

“In the face of war on our
continent, cooperation in defense
is a necessity, not a luxury.”

This deployment is part of
NATOQ’s continuing reinforcement
of its eastern flank to counter
hybrid threats, missile attacks,
and drone incursions spurred by
Russia’s aggression.

Security Context and Future
Prospects

Poland’s border areas have
experienced security incidents
such as drone crashes and missile
overshoots linked to the Ukraine
conflict. The Dutch deployment

aims to mitigate such risks.
Brekelmans warned,

“Russia's aggression is
intensifying. We remain vigilant to
protect our security.”

With the Ukraine conflict ongoing,
NATO members are likely to
maintain or increase defensive
deployments across the eastern
borders to  deter further
escalation and maintain regional
stability.
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Bering Bad News: Trump, Putin and European

he Alaska Summit on August 15,
2025, between U.S. President

Donald Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin marked
a significant moment in
international diplomacy, yet it
underscored the deep
complexities and challenges
facing Europe and the broader
global order. Held at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson in
Anchorage, Alaska, this highly
anticipated meeting initially
raised hopes for progress on the

Russo-Ukrainian War but
ultimately produced no
breakthroughs, leaving many
observers pondering the
broader lessons for Europe
caught in the geopolitical
crossfire.

The summit was notable for
being the first time a Russian
president visited U.S. soil since
the 2022 invasion of Ukraine,
alongside President Trump’s
return to the world stage as the

sitting U.S. president following
his reelection in 2024. Yet,
despite the grandeur of the
occasion — highlighted by the
red carpet welcome and an
impressive flyover of F-22
Raptors and B-2 bombers — the
outcome left little to celebrate.

A Grand Entrance but No Grand
Agreement

President Trump publicly
welcomed President Putin with
warmth, applauding and shaking
hands on the Alaska tarmac,
gestures that signaled a thaw in
relations and a diplomatic
gesture to an often-isolated

Russian leader. Putin’s
attendance was a symbolic
victory, signaling a partial
reintegration into global

dialogue despite an ongoing
International Criminal Court
(ICC) arrest warrant for alleged
war crimes. The summit
included their top aides,
emphasizing the weight of the
discussions and the desire for a
comprehensive approach.

Nevertheless, the talks yielded
no ceasefire agreement or
concrete pathway toward peace
in Ukraine. Trump intimated that
the responsibility now lies with
Ukraine to cede territory to end
the conflict, a stance that drew
backlash from many European
allies who view such
concessions as politically and
morally unacceptable. Trump’s

Lessons fro M the Alaska Summit &y uam e

assertion that “there’s no deal
until there’s a deal”
underscored the impasse and
the ambiguity  surrounding
future negotiations.
European Concerns and
Lessons Learned

European leaders and analysts
largely viewed the summit with

skepticism. Finland’s Foreign
Minister Elina Valtonen
described the event as a
“victory for Putin,” noting
Moscow’s refusal to
compromise or even meet

Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy.
The summit highlighted deep
rifts between Western allies
over how to respond to Russia’s
aggression, with Europe wary of
any détente that might
embolden Putin or undermine
Ukrainian sovereignty.

Valtonen remarked, “The
Russians weren’t willing to
sacrifice anything of their goals.
They aren’t even willing to meet
with President Zelenskyy.”

The summit’s failure to produce

progress alarmed many
European capitals already
grappling with the multifaceted
security, economic, and
humanitarian fallout from the
war. Moreover, the summit
illuminated the persistently
divergent priorities and

approaches within the
Western alliance. While Trump
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offered a relatively conciliatory Putin used the occasion to summit diplomacy  without
approach toward Russia, reinforce Moscow’s demands and genuine commitment to conflict
manyEuropean leaders reject Western narratives about resolution. European
emphasized the importance of the conflict, staying firm on policymakers face increasing
maintaining a united front of retaining control over contested pressure to bolster defense
sanctions, military assistance to territories in Ukraine. Russian capabilities, deepen  energy
Ukraine, and diplomatic isolation officials also suggested the independence, and maintain
of Moscow to prevent further summit could lead to nuclear humanitarian support to Ukraine
escalations. arms control discussions, despite uncertain diplomatic
including the renewal of the New horizons.

The Strategic Implications for START treaty, although no

Europe concrete agreements Looking Ahead: Europe’s
materialized. Strategic Options

The Alaska summit exposed
Europe’s precarious position
amid great power competition.
While European nations

continue to bear the brunt of the
Ukraine conflict through direct
security threats and refugee

flows, the summit’s outcome
indicated a potential
reconfiguration of U.S.

engagement in Europe’s security
matters. Trump’s openness to
negotiations that could involve
territorial concessions was seen
by many as undermining the firm
stance of European allies.

The summit also cast a spotlight
on the fragile and complicated
dynamics that Europe must
navigate between relying on U.S.
military and diplomatic support
and managing relations with
Russia. The visit itself — held on
a U.S. military base rather than a
civilian venue — symbolized the
continuing  militarization  of
diplomacy in the region.

Russia’s Unyielding Stance
For Russia, the summit was

unequivocally a display of
resilience and strategic patience.

Putin’s presence on American soil
was itself a message: despite
Western sanctions and isolation
attempts, Russia remains a key
player on the global stage. The
summit's proceedings, including
Putin’s choice to ride in Trump’s
limousine, were interpreted by
some commentators as signaling
a symbolic partnership or at least
a mutual respect between the
two leaders.

The Human Cost and
Geopolitical Realities
While  diplomatic = pageantry

dominated media coverage, the
summit’s failure underscored the
harsh realities on the ground,
where millions of Ukrainians
continue to face displacement,
destruction, and loss of life. The
ongoing conflict fuels Europe's
energy insecurity, economic
turbulence, and persistent threat
of spillover violence.

In this context, the summit's lack
of concrete results extended
beyond bilateral U.S.-Russia
relations; it imposed a cautionary
tale for Europe on the limits of

The lessons from Alaska signal
that Europe must continue to
reinforce its strategic autonomy
while relying on transatlantic ties.
Strengthening NATO, investing in
defense technology, and
supporting Ukraine are seen as
critical steps while preparing for a
diplomatic long game with Russia.

Finnish Foreign Minister Valtonen
aptly summarized these
imperatives by stating,

“An end to Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine looks very
unlikely now,”

underscoring the necessity for
Europe to brace for prolonged
conflict and complex geopolitical
challenges.

As the world waits to see if
further trilateral talks between
Trump, Putin, and Zelenskyy
might occur, the Alaska summit
remains a stark reminder of the
difficulties in bridging divides
between Moscow and the West —
a reality that European countries
must continuously factor into
their foreign and security policies.
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Limited Options May Force Europe to Pay the
US for Security in Ukraine
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s the war in Ukraine grinds on
into its fourth year, the question
of how to guarantee Ukraine's
security against future Russian
aggression remains a critical and
contentious issue. European
countries, long committed to
supporting Ukraine, now face
harsh realities about the limits of
their own defense capabilities
and the likely financial and
operational dependence on the
United States. Recent
developments show that despite
Europe's willingness to
contribute troops and resources,
the United States, under
President Donald Trump's
administration, is poised to play
a central coordinating role,
compelling Europe to bear much
of the financial burden for
security guarantees in Ukraine.

The Context of
Guarantees for Ukraine

Security

Since Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, Kyiv
has received substantial military,
economic, and diplomatic
support from Western powers.
Yet, discussions around formal
security guarantees—a
commitment to protect Ukraine
from future attacks—have
become increasingly complex. In
recent joint meetings between
the defense chiefs of the United

States, Finland, France,
Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom, and Ukraine, military
options on how to secure
Ukraine were finalized and
presented to national security
advisers. These discussions

followed President Trump’s

pledge to help protect Ukraine,
but with significant caveats about
the role and preferences of the US
in such guarantees

One major point emerging from
these talks is the prospect of
European forces being deployed
to Ukraine. However, the United
States would likely retain
command and control over the
troops on the ground. This hybrid
approach acknowledges Europe’s
readiness to deploy peacekeeping
or security forces while accepting
that US leadership remains critical
for operational effectiveness,
especially given the technological
sophistication and experience of
US military command structures.

Financial Implications: Europe’s
Burden to Pay the US

The reality emerging from recent
talks indicates that Europe may
have to  spend billions—
potentially up to $90 billion—on
US-made weaponry and military
support to ensure that America

stays engaged in Ukraine’s
security.  Ukrainian  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has

reportedly suggested purchasing
this volume of US weapons to
incentivize continued US military
involvement. Vice President JD
Vance underscored this potential
financial dynamic, stating,

"No matter what form this takes,
the Europeans are going to have
to take the lion’s share of the
burden. It’s their continent, its
their security and the president
has been very clear — they are
going to have to step up here."

This assertion embodies Trump's
transactional approach to
diplomacy, emphasizing financial
and logistical commitments from
Europe in exchange for US military
support.

Analysts note that much of
Europe's defense arsenal—
including critical systems like the
Patriot missile batteries—is US-
manufactured, and Europe has
struggled to develop independent
production sufficient to
substitute American weaponry.
Yohann Michel of the French IESD
think tank emphasized this point,
stating,

"Most of the weaponry needed
comes from the U.S,, like Patriot. If
we don’t produce it, we need to
pay... If the way to avoid that is to
pay the U.S,, it has to be done in
the short term."

This scenario revives a long-
standing dynamic where
European security relies heavily
on American military technology
and leadership, but now with
greater transparency about the
costs involved.

Europe's Strategic Dilemma and
Dependence on the US

European leaders face a complex
strategic dilemma. On one hand,
there is broad recognition of the
necessity to support Ukraine
militarily to prevent further
Russian advances that would

destabilize
the continent. On the other
hand, there is increasing

awareness of Europe’s limited
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ability to provide this support
independently and affordably.

Christian  Molling from the
European Policy Center noted,

"Europe is avoiding discussion
about the billions that could be
paid to the U.S... There is no
alternative to Patriot batteries."

This reflects a broader
reluctance among European
governments to openly discuss
the financial and political
concessions they might need to
make to maintain robust security
guarantees, especially amid
domestic  pressures around
defense spending and economic
challenges.

Russia's outright rejection of any
European troop presence in
Ukraine—highlighted by Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov's
statement that such a presence
is “absolutely unacceptable”—

adds to the complexity,
funneling much of  the
responsibility and operational
weight toward the US-led
coordination, even as European
forces supply the bulk of
manpower.

The US Perspective and the
Transactional Approach

President Donald Trump’s
approach to Ukraine security
underscores his administration’s
transactional view of
international  alliances and
security guarantees. Rather than
committing US forces outright in
Ukraine, Trump favors a model
where the US provides strategic

leadership and selective military
assistance while compelling
European nations to finance and
contribute the majority of
troops and resources. The
Trump administration's stance
marks a shift from traditional US
defense commitments in
Europe, signaling that American

involvement in Ukraine s
contingent on financial and
operational engagement by

European allies. This approach
is also consistent with Trump’s
broader foreign policy themes
of burden-sharing and
transactional diplomacy,
asserting that European nations
must invest heavily in their own
security rather than relying on
us commitments
unconditionally.

The security of Ukraine is
inextricably linked to the
security of Europe. Any failure
to offer credible protection to
Ukraine invites further Russian

aggression that could
destabilize the region
profoundly. European security
planners recognize this,
prompting discussions about
underwriting  massive  arms
purchases and troop
deployments.

However, these discussions

inevitably raise questions about
Europe’s strategic autonomy
and the sustainability of relying
so heavily on US military
hardware and leadership. As
some analysts suggest, while
Europe may be compelled to
pay for US security guarantees
in the short term, there remains

a critical need for the continent
to develop more independent
defense capabilities in the
medium to long term.

This challenge is heightened by
the unpredictability of US
political commitment over time
and the evolving geopolitical
landscape where China, Russia,
and other actors influence
security calculations. For now,
the pragmatic choice appears to
center on accepting a financial
and operational quid pro quo
with the US to secure Ukraine
and contain Russian ambitions.

The prospect of Europe paying
billions to the US for security
guarantees in Ukraine reveals a
stark  truth about current
transatlantic relations and the

balance of power regarding
European defense. While
European nations remain
committed to defending
Ukraine, the limitations of their
capabilities and production
capacities mean that US
leadership and military
technology remain
indispensable. President
Trump’s pledge to  assist
Ukraine, while framed by a
transactional and cost-sharing
philosophy, keeps the US
central in European security

dynamics, compelling Europe to
finance a significant portion of
the defense framework. Going
forward, European leaders must
navigate these financial,
military, and political
complexities carefully as they
work to stabilize Ukraine and
secure broader regional peace.
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Government Watchdog Warns
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he vulnerability of the US defense
industrial base to Chinese
influence and control has
emerged as a critical national
security concern.

A recent report by the US
Government Accountability Office
(GAO) has highlighted alarming
risks posed by China's deep
entanglement in the supply chains
of key US military systems and
equipment.

The report warns that the heavy
reliance on Chinese materials and
components not only jeopardizes
the integrity of the US defense
apparatus but opens pathways for

espionage, sabotage, and
strategic manipulation that could
severely weaken America’s

military readiness.
The Scope of the Vulnerability

The US Department of Defense
(DoD) relies on a vast global
network of more than 200,000
suppliers to provide components
and raw materials for its weapon
systems and military hardware.

Among these, China plays an
outsized role, manufacturing a
significant share of critical
materials such as rare earth
minerals vital for electronics,
batteries, and precision
components.

Despite the crucial importance of
supply chain security, the GAO
report finds that federal
contractors are not contractually
obliged to disclose the exact
origin of all their manufacturing

parts to the DoD.

As a result, DoD's tracking
mechanisms provide "limited
information about the countries
of origin," leaving substantial
blind spots that adversarial
nations can exploit. This opaque
environment allows many
components used in US defense
systems to come from China or
other countries antagonistic to
US interests.

In fiscal year 2023, the DoD
identified shortages in over 99
critical materials, none produced
domestically, highlighting the
near-total dependence on foreign
supplies. Of particular concern
are minerals such as gallium and
germanium, critical for military-
grade electronics, which China
has restricted export controls on
in recent years. This creates risk
scenarios where Beijing could
deliberately choke off supplies
during  conflicts or crises,
effectively paralyzing key
segments of the US defense
industrial base.

Espionage and Sabotage Risks

Beyond economic dependency,
the GAO report underscores the

grave threat of espionage
embedded within supply chains.
Chinese contractors and
subcontractors have been
documented to

access sensitive US defense

technology illicitly. One telling
example is Su Bin, a Chinese
national who owned a small Air
Force contracting company and
facilitated the theft of more than

630,000 classified Boeing files
linked to the C-17 military
transport plane. This breach
demonstrated how even smaller
subcontractors in the supply
chain  provide vectors for
intelligence gathering by
adversaries.

Moreover, there is credible
evidence that Chinese factories
have installed unauthorized
microchips in  motherboards
supplied to us defense
contractors. These hardware
implants enabled cyberattack
capabilities against us
government agencies including
the Department of Defense, CIA,
and NASA. Such backdoors in
defense hardware represent a
direct threat to national security,
with potential to spy on or
sabotage military operations in
real-time.

The Israeli precedent of supply-
chain sabotage—where explosive
devices were covertly inserted
into enemy pagers—raises chilling
parallels to potential Chinese
covert sabotage of US military
equipment. The report warns it
would be "naive to ignore the
potential of a similar Chinese day-
zero attack on US warfighters."

China's Dominance in Critical
Minerals and Supply Chains

An in-depth analysis from
industry experts reveals China's
dominant control over the global
production and processing of
many minerals essential to US
military technology.
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Over 78% of US military weapon
systems rely on critical minerals
and components linked to
Chinese supply chains. China
produces or processes over 80%
of global graphite, 62% of
fluorspar, and the majority of
magnesium—all used extensively
in aircraft, missiles, batteries, and
electronics.

Even when minerals are mined
outside China, much of the
processing occurs within Chinese
facilities, enabling Beijing's
leverage to impose export
restrictions or manipulate supply
availability. China’s vast
network of state-backed mining
and processing operations,
including through foreign
subsidiaries, extends its influence
across six tiers of supply
chains,  affecting tens  of
thousands of defense industry
suppliers.

recommend
actions such as
domestic  refining
creating national
of critical

Experts urgent
expanding
capabilities,
stockpiles
minerals, and
establishing "mineral
companionality" strategies to
extract critical elements within
the us. Without such
interventions, analysts warn that
America's ability to manufacture
advanced military technologies—
from rockets to drones—faces
unprecedented risk.

Cybersecurity = Threats and
Supply Chain Attacks
China-aligned cyber espionage

groups have escalated attacks on

the semiconductor and defense
supply chains, particularly
targeting Taiwanese
manufacturing hubs crucial for
global chip production. Recent
campaigns by groups such as
TA415 involve sophisticated
spear-phishing attacks against US
government, think tanks, and
academic institutions involved in
US-China economic and defense

policy.

Such cyber operations are
designed to gather intelligence,
disrupt production, or insert
vulnerabilities that can be
exploited later. The increasing
sophistication and frequency of
these cyberattacks highlight the
evolving nature of supply chain
warfare beyond physical
components alone.

As vulnerable hardware moves
through complex global networks,
combining physical and cyber
threats, the overall risk profile for
the US defense industry
continues to grow. Government
agencies including the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

Security Agency (CISA) have
issued directives urging
heightened vigilance and

mitigation efforts to counter
these threats.

Urgency for Strategic Response

The collective assessments from
government watchdogs, defense
analysts, and industry experts
point to a critical window for the
US to revitalize and secure its
defense industrial base.
Compared to decades past, the

geopolitical landscape is marked
by China's rapid military
modernization andstrategic
intent to weaken US capabilities
through diverse means. This
necessitates more than
incremental  adjustments; it
demands a  comprehensive
national strategy that bolsters

domestic production, ensures
supply  chain  transparency,
enhances cybersecurity, and

fosters international partnerships
to reduce Chinese leverage.

Rising defense budgets aligned
with a 4-5% GDP commitment,
streamlined industrial policies,
and innovative procurement
models are essential components
of this revitalization. Failure to act
decisively risks allowing China to
dictate terms and limit America's
operational freedom, eroding
decades of military advantage.

The US defense industry stands
at a strategic crossroads. The
deep entanglement of Chinese
suppliers and critical materials in
the US defense supply chain
represents a severe national

security threat—one that
encompasses espionage, supply
denial, sabotage, and cyber

warfare. The recent GAO report
lays bare the vulnerabilities that
could cripple the military’s ability
to sustain advanced weapon
systems and protect national
interests. Urgent, sustained, and
multifaceted policy responses
are crucial to regain control over
critical supply chains and harden
the defense industrial base
against growing Chinese
influence and aggression.
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US General Whose Report on Iran Nuclear Sites
Angered Trump Fired -
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he US defense establishment
witnessed a significant upheaval
in August 2025 when Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth dismissed
Lieutenant General Jeffrey Kruse,
the head of the Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA). This
decision followed the release of a
preliminary DIA report on the
June strikes against Iranian
nuclear sites that contradicted
President Donald Trump's claims
of total destruction. Kruse's firing,
along with removals of other
senior military officers, has
sparked debates over political
influence in intelligence and
military assessments.

Background of the DIA Report
and Its Impact

The US military operation in June
2025 targeted three Iranian
nuclear facilities with an intensity
that involved more than 125
aircraft sorties and a guided
missile submarine.

President Trump publicly hailed
the strikes as a "spectacular
military success" and claimed the
Iranian nuclear sites were utterly
"obliterated." However, the
Defense Intelligence Agency's
preliminary assessment offered a
starkly different view, concluding
that the strikes only delayed
Tehran's nuclear ambitions by a
few months—falling short of the
president’s assertions.

The DIA report's findings, which
gained widespread media
coverage, reportedly angered
Trump and his administration.
Senior defense officials, speaking

anonymously, confirmed that
Kruse's dismissal was directly
linked to the agency's
assessment, which was viewed as
undermining Trump's narrative.
One official said,

"He will no longer serve as DIA
director,"

without elaborating further.

This  contradiction  between
political rhetoric and intelligence
assessment  highlighted  the
growing tensions between the
Pentagon’s professional military

analysis and the political
leadership's messaging.
The Significance of Jeffrey

Kruse’s Role

Lieutenant General Jeffrey Kruse
was appointed DIA director in
early 2024, bringing extensive
experience in military
intelligence. Before leading the
DIA, Kruse served as the military
affairs adviser to the director of
national intelligence and held
intelligence roles including in the
coalition  against ISIS.  His
leadership was marked by his
commitment to nonpartisan and
fact-based intelligence
evaluations.

Kruse’s firing, however, was part
of a broader pattern in the Trump
administration's  handling  of
senior military and intelligence
officials perceived as
insufficiently supportive of the
administration’s narratives.
Earlier in 2025,

General Timothy Haugh, director

of the National Security Agency,
was removed following political
pressure. The  simultaneous
dismissal of two other senior
officers—Vice Admiral Nancy
Lacore, chief of Navy Reserve,
and Rear Admiral Milton Sands,
commander of Naval Special
Warfare Command—reflects a
purge that many critics see as
politically motivated.

Reactions and Implications

The purge of high-ranking officials
has drawn sharp criticism from
lawmakers and analysts
concerned about the
politicization of intelligence.

Senator Mark Warner of Virginia,
senior Democrat on the Senate
Intelligence Committee,
remarked,

"The dismissal of yet another
senior national security figure
highlights the Trump
administration's troubling
tendency to treat intelligence as
a test of loyalty instead of a
critical resource for our nation."

Warner’'s concerns echo a
broader fear that intelligence
assessments are increasingly
being weaponized for political
ends rather than objective
decision-making.

The Pentagon has remained

reticent about providing detailed
reasons for these dismissals.
However, insiders suggest that
the White House was displeased
not only with the contents of the
report
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but also with the leak of its
findings to the press, which
intensified public scrutiny.

Political Context and Trump’s
Response

President Trump has consistently
maintained a tough stance on
Iran, emphasizing the success of
US military operations and
presenting a firm front
internationally. Trump accused
the media of attempting to
undermine the military
achievements by "undermining
one of the most successful
military strikes in history." This
combative posture fits his
broader approach of controlling
the political narrative around
national security.

Following the DIA report leak, the
White House characterized the
assessment as "flat out wrong"
and attributed it to "low
intelligence," reflecting a dismissal
of professional military
evaluations that conflicted with
political messaging. Defense
Secretary Hegseth also criticized
what he called anti-military
sentiment in the media, although
he acknowledged the challenges
posed by leaks.

These developments underscore
the fraught relationship between
intelligence agencies and political
leadership under Trump’s
presidency, as well as the
pressure on military officials to
align assessments with
administration claims.

Broader Military and Intelligence

Impacts

The Defense Intelligence Agency
plays a crucial role in gathering
and analyzing intelligence on
foreign  military  capabilities,
providing strategic assessments
to policymakers and military
commanders. Its work impacts
decisions on military operations,
defense procurement, and threat
evaluations.

The firing of DIA leadership at a
time of heightened US-Iran
tensions raises concerns about
operational  continuity  and
morale within intelligence ranks.
Critics warn that such dismissals

may discourage candid
intelligence reporting and
encourage a culture of
conformity to political

expectations.

Additionally, the firings came
amid other structural changes,
including announced reductions
in workforce and budget at the
Office of the Director of National
Intelligence. These moves have
been interpreted as attempts to

reshape the intelligence
community's  functioning and
priorities.

Summary of the June Strikes on
Iranian Nuclear Sites

The June 2025  airstrikes
represented one of the most
significant US military actions in
the Middle East in recent years.
Targeting facilities believed to be
central to Iran’s nuclear weapons
development, the operation was
intended to significantly degrade

Tehran’s capabilities and deter
future nuclear ambitions.

While Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
described the operation as a
decisive blow, intelligence
assessments indicated that the
effects were more limited,
providing only a temporary
setback.

The divergence in assessments
illustrates the tension between

political messaging and the
complex realities of military
operations and intelligence
gathering.

The dismissal of Lieutenant

General Jeffrey Kruse as head of
the Defense Intelligence Agency
highlights the contentious
intersection  of intelligence,
military operations, and political
narratives in  the  Trump
administration. The contrasting
views on the effectiveness of US
strikes against Iranian nuclear
sites exposed a rift that
culminated in a high-profile firing,
raising questions about the
independence and resilience of
America's intelligence institutions
under political pressure.

These events underscore the
challenges  facing the US
government in balancing
transparency, accountability, and
political realities in the conduct
of national security policy. As
tensions with Iran persist, the
integrity of intelligence
assessments remains crucial to
ensuring informed decisions and
maintaining strategic stability.
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USINDOPACOM Hosts Philippines for Mutual
Defense Board and Security Engagement Board

BY KATHY MALOUF
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n August 2025, the United States
Indo-Pacific Command
(USINDOPACOM)  hosted the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) for the annual meeting of

the Mutual Defense Board and
Security  Engagement  Board
(MDB-SEB) at Camp Smith in
Hawaii.

This high-level bilateral event,
held from August 7 to 8§,
reaffirmed the shared

commitment between the two
nations to deepen defense and
security cooperation amid
growing strategic challenges in
the Indo-Pacific region.

The meeting was co-chaired by
USINDOPACOM Commander
Admiral Samuel J. Paparo and AFP
Chief of Staff General Romeo
Brawner, symbolizing the ongoing
partnership and mutual trust that
has been fostered through
decades of alliance underpinned
by the 1951 Mutual Defense
Treaty.

The boards approved a sweeping
agenda of cooperative military
activities designed to enhance
operational readiness,
interoperability, and deterrence in
an increasingly complex security
environment.

A Robust Agenda: Over 500 Joint
Engagements Approved

The scale of the collaboration
between the US and Philippine
militaries was emphasized by the
approval of more than 500 joint
engagements for the upcoming
year. These activities range from

large-scale joint military exercises
to smaller, subject matter expert
exchanges involving  various
branches and specialties.

Among the key approved
initiatives is the continuation of
Exercise Balikatan 2026, the
premier annual US-Philippines
military exercise focusing on
improving combined defense
capabilities. Reflecting on the
volume and  diversity  of
cooperative endeavors,
USINDOPACOM stated that these
engagements are meant to
"foster sustained interaction
between both militaries and
enhance operational readiness."

Admiral Paparo and General
Brawner’s signing of the annual 8-
Star memo and activities list
formally ratified this
comprehensive plan.

The memo provides guidance and
strategic coordination for
numerous collaborative efforts,
ensuring both forces remain
prepared to counter emerging
threats and respond effectively
to natural disasters or other
contingencies.

Maritime Cooperation as a Pillar
of Regional Stability

A highlight of the discussions was
the emphasis on bilateral and
multilateral Maritime Cooperative
Activities (MCAs). Given the
Philippines' strategic location in
the South China Sea and the
Indo-Pacific's broader maritime
expanse, maintaining freedom of
navigation and securing critical

sea lanes are mutual priorities.

USINDOPACOM underscored
that  "maritime  cooperative
activities are essential in ensuring
freedom of navigation and
improving interoperability,"
echoing concerns over regional
territorial disputes and
challenges to maritime
sovereignty. These activities also
enable joint patrols, intelligence
sharing, and capacity building
among maritime forces,
contributing  to deterrence
against potential aggression.

General Brawner highlighted the
importance of these operations
for national and regional security,
expressing  confidence  that
continued maritime cooperation
would bolster the Philippines'
defense capabilities and support
a rules-based order in the Indo-
Pacific.

Renewing Shared Commitment
Under the Mutual Defense Treaty

At the core of the MDB-SEB
meeting was the reaffirmation of
the 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty
between the United States and

the Philippines. This treaty
remains a foundational legal
framework, compelling both

countries to come to each other's
defense in the event of an armed
attack in the Pacific.

The Mutual
established
Security

Defense Board,
in 1958, and the
Engagement Board,
created in 2006, collectively
provide the institutional
mechanisms to
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manage and coordinate bilateral
defense relations. The annual
MDB-SEB sessions ensure that
both nations keep pace with
evolving strategic challenges by
adapting their cooperative
activities and planning to current
threats.

USINDOPACOM highlighted how
the sustained military partnership
serves to "enhance stability in the
Indo-Pacific region by promoting
security cooperation, encouraging
peaceful development,
responding to contingencies,
deterring aggression, and, when
necessary, prevailing in conflict."

Broader Strategic Context and
Regional Significance

The US-Philippines alliance comes
amid heightened tensions in the
Indo-Pacific, particularly
concerning an assertive China
seeking to expand its military and
economic influence. The
Philippines, with its proximity to
contested maritime zones, plays a
vital role in regional security.

The strengthened military
collaboration aligns with broader
US efforts to sustain a free and
open Indo-Pacific, reassuring
regional allies and partners. This
strategic alignment was further
boosted by recent diplomatic
meetings, including US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio's
engagement  with  Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in
Washington, which culminated in
announcements of increased
foreign assistance to support
energy, economic, and maritime

growth in the Philippines.

Such diplomatic and military
integrations signal Washington's
commitment to bolstering the
Philippines’ capacity to navigate
both  traditional and non-
traditional security challenges.

Enhancing Interoperability and
Readiness

Efforts at the MDB-SEB focused
strongly on improving
interoperability—the ability of US
and Philippine forces to operate
seamlessly together across a
range of domains and scenarios.
This includes joint
communication systems,
coordinated training protocols,
and shared operational doctrines.

The approved exercises and
exchanges aim to build familiarity
and trust among troops, sharpen
joint command capabilities, and
test combined responses to
various contingencies such as
humanitarian assistance, disaster
relief, and regional security
threats.

General Brawner remarked on the
importance of mutual trust and
collaboration, stating,

"Our shared commitment is
reflected in the depth and
breadth of activities planned.
Together, we stand stronger
against challenges to peace and
stability."

Forward Planning and Next Steps

The conclusion of the 2025 MDB-

SEB saw each USINDOPACOM
service component hosting their
Philippine counterparts to begin
detailed planning for the
execution of approved activities
in 2026.

This forward-looking approach
ensures that joint engagements
are timely, relevant, and aligned
to both nations' strategic
priorities.

Both militaries are poised to
continue refining operational
concepts, sharing intelligence,
and enhancing their combined
deterrence posture. The meeting
underscored the importance of
enduring alliances and
partnerships as bulwarks against
instability in a changing security
landscape.

The 2025 Mutual Defense Board
and Security Engagement Board
meeting between
USINDOPACOM and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
reaffirmed a robust and evolving
partnership anchored in mutual
defense and regional stability.
The approval of over 500 joint
engagements, the emphasis on
maritime cooperation, and the
steadfast commitment to the
Mutual Defense Treaty reflect the
depth of this alliance.

In an era of complex Indo-Pacific
security challenges, this
continued collaboration between
the United States and the
Philippines plays a vital role in
deterring aggression, enhancing
interoperability, and promoting
peace through strength.
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U.S., Saudi Arabia Strengthen Ties Through
State Partnership Program

BY DANIELLE MOORE
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he United States and Saudi Arabia

have taken a significant step to
deepen their longstanding
relationship through the formal
inclusion of Saudi Arabia into the
U.S. Department of Defense's
State Partnership Program (SPP).
This historic agreement was
officially signed on August 21,
2025, in Riyadh, marking a key
development in military and
strategic cooperation between
the two nations. The new
partnership aligns Saudi Arabia
with the National Guards of
Indiana and Oklahoma, creating a
trilateral defense collaboration
designed to enhance military
capabilities, foster joint training,
and improve interoperability.
A Historic Ceremony and
Strategic Significance

The signing ceremony in Riyadh
was attended by high-ranking
military officials, including U.S. Air
Force General Steve Nordhaus,
Chief of the U.S. National Guard
Bureau, alongside Saudi Arabia’s

Chief of the General Staff,
Lieutenant General Fayyad
Al-Ruwaili. The presence of
Brigadier =~ General  Lawrence
Muennich  from the Indiana

National Guard and Major General
Thomas Mancino of  the
Oklahoma National Guard

the

underscored
importance.

program’s

General Steve Nordhaus stated,

"This agreement reflects the deep
strategic relationship between
our nations, built on decades of
cooperation and a shared
commitment to global security."

His words highlighted the
enduring partnership that has
been evolving over many years
and is now taking a more
institutionalized form with Saudi
Arabia’s integration into the SPP.

This partnership marks a new
chapter in U.S.-Saudi military
relations, emphasizing not just
the exchange of training but the
sharing of expertise in critical
areas such as cybersecurity,

disaster response, aviation
maintenance, and counter-
uncrewed aerial systems
operations. The program is
designed to build trust,
strengthen  deterrence, and

promote interoperability among
allied forces, contributing
significantly to regional stability.

The Scope and Objectives of the
State Partnership Program

The State Partnership Program is

a Department of Defense
initiative that pairs U.S. states’
National Guards with partner
countries for military
cooperation. With Saudi Arabia
joining, the program now includes
115 partner nations,
demonstrating its global reach
and strategic importance.

The trilateral partnership
between Saudi Arabia, Indiana,
and Oklahoma National Guards
includes multiple planned
activities and engagements.

These began unofficially in late
2024 with exchanges focused on
cybersecurity and disaster
response. The collaboration aims
to equip Saudi forces with
advanced training and
operational readiness that aligns
with U.S. military standards.

Major General Thomas Mancino
of Oklahoma National Guard
emphasized the practical
benefits, explaining,

"Our partnership with Saudi
Arabia allows us to share best
practices and strengthen
capabilities in areas that are vital
for modern military operations
and regional security."

The SPP will also facilitate joint
exercises and continuous
communication channels,
reinforcing the cooperative spirit
and operational synergy between
these military forces.

Broader Context of U.S.-Saudi
Relations

This military partnership comes
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amid a broader strategic
recalibration between the United
States and  Saudi  Arabia,
reaffirming shared interests in
regional security and economic
stability. The countries have held

extensive dialogues over the
years, focusing on
counterterrorism, economic
collaboration, and regional

conflict resolution.

The U.S. and Saudi Arabia have
consistently cooperated to
counter threats posed by Iranian
regional  influence,  terrorist
groups, and destabilization efforts
across the Middle East.

This cooperation is not only
military but extensively political
and economic, further reflected
by Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030
reforms and leadership within
international forums like the G20.

As US. Air Force General
Nordhaus remarked, "Our
partnership extends beyond the
battlefield. It’s about
strengthening institutions and
building capacities that benefit
both nations and the region at
large."

The integration into the SPP
enhances this  partnership’s
military dimension, tying Saudi
Arabia more closely to U.S.
defense mechanisms and
cooperative frameworks.
Economic and
Implications

Strategic

The enhanced defense
cooperation also dovetails with

ongoing economic ties between
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia. The
Kingdom is a critical trading
partner in the region and has
seen increasing U.S. investment
commitments to support its
economic diversification efforts.

President Donald J. Trump,
during his first visit back as
president in 2025, underscored
the significance of renewed ties,
stating,

"We celebrate more than 80
years of close partnership
between the United States and
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia...
This new chapter in our
relationship reflects mutual trust,

shared goals, and the
commitment to a safer, more
prosperous future for our
peoples."

This sentiment is amplified by the
involvement of over a dozen U.S.
defense firms providing
advanced warfighting systems
and services to Saudi Arabia. The
partnership, therefore, extends
into defense procurement and
technology transfer, solidifying
the Kingdom'’s military
modernization.

Future Outlook and Regional
Impact

The U.S.-Saudi State Partnership
Program is expected to serve as a
cornerstone for further
cooperation. It promises
increased stability in a region
marked by complex geopolitical
challenges. Saudi Arabia's

strategic positioning and military
enhancements are critical to
countering emerging threats from
non-state actors and state
adversaries alike.

The partnership also incorporates
non-kinetic domains like
cybersecurity, which is vital in the
era of digital warfare and critical
infrastructure protection. Initial
joint training events are already
underway, setting the tone for a
sustained and dynamic
collaboration.

Lieutenant General Fayyad Al-
Ruwaili remarked,

"This partnership is not only a
milestone for our armed forces
but a testament to our shared
commitment to peace and
security in the region."

The trilateral agreement further
aligns with broader U.S. efforts to
deepen security and intelligence
collaboration with key Middle
Eastern allies. It complements
ongoing dialogues on trade,
energy security, and diplomatic
engagement, highlighting  a
multifaceted alliance.

In conclusion, the integration of
Saudi Arabia into the U.S. State
Partnership  Program is a
landmark development, framing a

more integrated military and
strategic partnership that
promises mutual benefits in

defense, security, and economic
fields. It underscores a shared
vision for regional stability and
global security in an increasingly
complex international landscape.

SERNNY |V ASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE



Security & Defense

August 2025

Defense Leaders Recognize Cyber Interns for

By Jan Frazier

n a significant acknowledgement
of the next generation’s role in
safeguarding the nation, senior
leaders from the U.S. Department
of Defense (DoD) convened at the

Contributions to National Security

Pentagon on August 4, 2025, to
honor top-performing student
interns from the Virtual Institutes
for Cyber and Electromagnetic
Spectrum

Research and Employ Maven
internship program, known as
VICEROY.

These students have
impactful contributions to

made
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ongoing cyber and national The event was not just a “The department faces over
security missions, underscoring ceremony but a clear signal about 20,000 unfilled cyber roles today

the strategic importance of
cultivating skilled talent within the
defense cyber workforce.

Acknowledging
Talent

Rising Cyber

The event was hosted by the
Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and
Engineering and brought together
leading figures including Emil
Michael, the Undersecretary of
Defense for Research and
Engineering; Mark Gorak, Director
of the Cyber Academic
Engagement Office; Kevin

Rudd, Principal Director for
Integrated Sensing and Cyber; and
Chester Maciag, VICEROY
National Director. The gathering
marked a milestone in recognizing
emerging professionals whose
work is helping bridge the gap
between innovation and
operational defense needs.

Emil Michael emphasized the
value of fresh ideas and
adaptability in defense

technology, stating,

“Their fresh perspectives on
navigating a digital world and
ability to quickly adopt and

implement ever-evolving
technology provide us an
advantage in our mission to
modernize our forces. The

Department of Defense values
bold thinkers. We need people
who aren't afraid to take risks,
who move quickly and who adapt
to complexity.”

the future-ready workforce the
Department of Defense seeks.
The VICEROY internship program

aligns closely with national
priorities to rebuild military
capabilities, restore  warrior

ethos, and reestablish deterrence
in an increasingly contested
cyber and  electromagnetic
environment.

VICEROY Internship Program:
From Classroom to Cybersecurity
Frontlines

The VICEROY program is merit-
based and designed to embed
top students from academic
institutions across the country
into real-world defense research
and operational sites. This year’s
seven honored interns were
selected from hundreds
participating in the program for
distinguished performance in
diverse roles supporting the
DoD’s cybersecurity mission.

These interns worked at notable
host sites including the U.S. Indo-

Pacific Command, Naval
Information  Warfare  Center
Pacific,c, and the Air Force
Research Laboratory.  Their
contributions ranged from

operational support to cutting-
edge research in areas such as
quantum-resilient cryptography,
drone security, electromagnetic
warfare, and artificial intelligence
applications for cyber defense.

Chester Maciag highlighted the
critical nature of their
contributions,

— many in critical mission areas.
VICERQY interns aren't waiting to
make a difference.

They're applying their knowledge
now, supporting warfighters and
driving solutions where the threat
is most acute.”

This reflects the interns' role not
only as learners but as active
contributors in one of the
nation’s most important defense
domains.

Strengthening the
Workforce Ecosystem

Cyber

The United States’” national
security increasingly depends on
expertise in the digital and
electromagnetic spectrum
realms, and programs like
VICEROY represent a vital
pipeline  for  building that
expertise. Mark Gorak
emphasized how the interns
stand out for their experience
and readiness, saying,

“Every day you spent in this
program has built  your
competitive advantage. You now
carry experience, clearances and
a mission-first mindset that sets
you apart.”

Beyond just technical skills, the
program imbues participants with
an operational understanding
that is crucial for integrating new
technologies into defense
systems effectively and swiftly.
This real-world preparedness
ensures that the interns are not
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only future leaders but can make
immediate operational impacts.

The collaboration within the
defense ecosystem also extends
to partnerships with innovation

hubs such as the Defense
Innovation Unit (DIU) and
academic institutions that

specialize in cutting-edge cyber
education. Doug Beck, Director of
DIU, stressed the critical role of
such partnerships stating,

“Harnessing the American spirit
and building the pipeline of
skilled, dual-fluency talent with
authentic experience and
expertise in both the tech sector
and national security is a critical
differentiator for the United
States.”

DIU helps bolster the defense
tech ecosystem, ensuring that the
US retains an edge in cyber
capabilities.

Symbolism and Recognition

To honor their achievements and
contributions, each intern
received a VICEROY challenge
coin from Emil Michael. This coin
symbolizes the department’s
gratitude and the intern’s official
entry into the national security
cyber workforce.

Michael remarked during the
ceremony,

“l am proud to recognize our
future cyber leaders who have
chosen to dedicate their talents
to defending our nation in the
digital domain —a domain that

grows more critical and more
contested every single day.”

This statement emphasized the
importance of cyber defense in
contemporary security strategies
and the recognition that the next
generation’s talents are
indispensable.

Building a Resilient National
Cyber Posture

The recognition of VICEROY
interns aligns with  broader
efforts by the Department of
Defense to address workforce
shortages in cyber roles and
enhance technological
modernization. The program is
seen as a model for integrating
young, highly skilled talent into
the Department’s research and
development ecosystem with a
focus on practical, mission-
oriented experience.

Through embedding students in
actual defense projects, VICEROY
ensures that these emerging
professionals gain  hands-on
exposure to current challenges

and solutions in cyber and
electromagnetic warfare
environments. This approach
cultivates leaders who are

technologically adept and who
deeply understand the strategic
and operational contexts of
national security.

Maciag concluded by
underscoring  the  program’s
ongoing importance, “VICEROY

will remain essential as the
department continues to rebuild
the military by aligning

emerging threats with technical
capability. We are forging the
next generation of cyber and
spectrum leaders — individuals
who understand global context,
master advanced technologies
and are ready to deliver
operational impact on Day 1.”

The Road Ahead for
Cybersecurity Talent
With cyber threats evolving

rapidly and geopolitical tensions
increasing in the digital domain,
the significance of nurturing
skilled  talent cannot be
overstated. The Department of
Defense’s acknowledgement of
young, emerging leaders through
the VICEROY program is a strong
indicator of where cybersecurity
workforce development is
headed.

In addition to feeding talent into
defense, the program creates a
pipeline of experts who may
shape cybersecurity  policy,
innovation, and  operational
practice across government and
industry. Such a holistic approach
is critical for maintaining national
security in an era where threats
increasingly exploit technological
vulnerabilities.

As the US continues to safeguard
its interests across multiple
fronts, the infusion of innovative
young minds into its cyber
defense apparatus ensures a
robust response to persistent
and emerging challenges,
safeguarding the nation’s critical
infrastructure and  defense
systems.
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S. consumer confidence took a
sharp downturn in September
2025, signaling growing concerns
about the economy amidst a
weakening labor market and
persistent inflation pressures.

The latest data from the
Conference Board revealed a
3.6-point decline in its

Consumer Confidence Index to
94.2, marking the lowest reading
since April 2025.

This drop illustrates an
increasing pessimism among
American  consumers  about
business conditions, job
availability, and overall
economic prospects.

The weakening sentiment came
despite several months of
Federal Reserve interest rate
hikes aimed at taming inflation,
highlighting the complex
dynamics consumers face.

Business conditions and labor
market assessments declined
significantly, contributing to
consumers’ reduced willingness
to spend in the face of
uncertainty.

Consumer Views on the Current
Economy and Labor Market

The Conference Board’s Present
Situation Index, which measures
consumers'

perceptions of current business
and job market conditions,
plunged 7 points to 125.4 in
September, the largest drop in a
year. This index notably reflects
how consumers see the

immediate economic
environment, including their
own job security.

Senior Economist Stephanie

Guichard of the Conference
Board observed,

“Consumers’ assessment of
business conditions was much
less positive than in recent
months, while their appraisal of
current job availability fell for
the ninth straight month to
reach a new multiyear low.”

This continued decline
corresponds broadly with a
reduction in job openings and
hiring demands across the U.S.
labor market.

Despite some recent positive
signals about employment in
August, including a slight uptick
in job openings to 7.23 million
from July, the overall trend
points to a cooling labor market.
Compared to the previous year,
job openings have decreased by
5.5%, indicating employers are
more cautious about new hirings
amidst economic uncertainties.
Concerns Reflected in Short-
Term Outlook Index

The Expectations Index, which
gauges how consumers feel
about their income, business
conditions, and job prospects
over the next six months,
decreased by 1.3 points, settling
at 73.4. This figure remains
below the critical threshold of
80, a level below which
economists often warn of

recession risks.
Guichard noted,

“Expectations have been below

the threshold of 80 that
typically signals a recession
ahead since February 2025.”

Consumers showed increased
pessimism about future job
availability and business
conditions, though optimism
about income prospects

provided some relief, slightly
moderating the overall decline
in confidence.

Inflation, Price Pressures, and
Personal Finances

Despite the cooling labor
market, inflation remains a
foremost concern for American
consumers. High living costs
tied to food, energy, and
housing continue to strain
household budgets. Nearly 44%
of respondents cited price
pressures as impacting their
economic outlook. The struggle
to balance rising prices with job
insecurity contributes to
subdued consumer spending,
which accounts for roughly two-
thirds of U.S. economic activity.

Consumers' evaluations of their
personal finances and income
stability remain cautious. The
mixed signals—improving
income expectations tempered
by fears of job losses—reflect
the volatile

economic environment,
hindering robust confidence
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necessary for sustained
consumer-driven growth.

Economic Implications and
Market Reactions

Falling consumer confidence
often precedes reduced

consumer spending, which can
slow economic growth. Markets
reacted cautiously to the report,
with mixed responses among
equities and bond markets as
investors weigh the risks of a
softening job market against

ongoing Federal Reserve
policies.
The declining confidence

number also adds to concerns
about potential recession in the
U.S. later this year or in early
2026. Economists point to the
combination of tight monetary
policy, decreased hiring, and
rising inflationary pressures as
key risk factors.

Many  analysts view the
Consumer Confidence Index
drop as a bellwether for the
broader economic slowdown
and a potential contraction in
discretionary spending.
Companies in retail, services,
and durable goods sectors may
face headwinds if consumers
tighten their wallets further.

Policy Challenges and Outlook

The Federal Reserve is at a
crossroads, trying to balance
controlling inflation without
triggering a deep recession and
mass unemployment.
Policymakers face the challenge

that raising interest rates may
exacerbate job market softness,
further  eroding  consumer
confidence and spending power.

Stephanie Guichard stressed,

“The present situation
component registered its
largest drop in a year,

consistent with the decline in
job openings.”

She noted that while some
economic indicators offer mixed
signals, the overall consumer
mood is deteriorating.

The economic outlook depends
heavily on future employment
trends and inflation trajectories.
If the labor market weakens
further than anticipated,
consumer  spending  could
contract sharply, deepening
economic headwinds.

Broader Social Impacts and
Consumer Behavior

Beyond economic  metrics,
declining consumer confidence
affects social sentiment, family
planning, and long-term
financial decisions. Reduced
spending on homes, vehicles,
and major appliances can ripple
through the economy, affecting
employment and investment.

Consumer behavior tends to
shift toward caution—favoring
savings over expenditure—and
delaying large purchases when
confidence drops. This cycle
can slow growth and create a
feedback loop that pressures
policymakers.

Households with lower incomes
and less job security are
especially vulnerable, although
confidence declined broadly
across income and demographic

groups. Interestingly,
confidence among wealthier
stockholders remained
relatively steady, while
Democrats showed slight
improvements amid declines
among independents and

Republicans.

Navigating an Uncertain Path
Forward

The slump in U.S. consumer
confidence highlights the
fragility of the economic
recovery. With inflation still
elevated and labor market
signals weakening, consumers
remain cautious. Business
leaders and policymakers must
closely monitor these shifts as
consumer spending remains a
critical force driving economic
momentum.

Stephanie Guichard summed up
the challenges facing the U.S.
economy by noting,

“Consumers were a bit more
pessimistic about future job
availability and future business
conditions but optimism about
future income increased,
mitigating the overall decline in
the Expectations Index.”

The economy stands at a
delicate  juncture, requiring
finely tuned policies to support
growth without stoking inflation
or risking deeper economic pain.
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By Jan Frazier

R NFIB  Chief Economist Bill

\
i

A Dunkelberg noted,
> )

“More small-business owners
now anticipate higher real sales
and profits, which bodes well
for the broader economy.”

Given that small businesses
employ about 50% of the
private sector workforce, these
optimistic  expectations are
crucial for continued job
creation and economic
momentum.

Hiring Intentions Surge Amid
Labor Market Challenges

Labor demand among small
businesses also strengthened.
Over 51% of respondents plan
mall-business optimism in the challenges. Many small-business to add employees over the next
United States climbed in owners now express 12 months—the strongest hiring
September 2025 to its highest hopefulness about the intention since Q1 of 2025. This
level in five months, signaling economic outlook, driven by growing demand contrasts with
growing confidence among expectations for higher sales recent reports of slowing job

entrepreneurs despite ongoing and profits in the coming year. growth in the broader labor
economic challenges. The market.

National Federation of Optimism Fueled by Revenue

Independent Business (NFIB) and Profit Expectations Dunkelberg emphasized,

reported that its Small Business
Optimism Index edged up to A significant driver behind the “Despite concerns about labor

100.8, reflecting cautious improved sentiment is the quality, the solid intention to
optimism about sales, anticipation of increased increase payrolls illustrates
profitability, and workforce revenues and profits. Nearly small businesses’ confidence in
expansion. 60% of small businesses sustained demand.”

forecast revenue growth,
This rise follows a period of marking the highest reading However, labor shortages and

uncertainty amid inflation since early 2025, while almost hiring difficulty remain the top
concerns, Federal  Reserve half expect improved worries for many, presenting a
interest rate hikes, and profitability, rising 5 percentage potential obstacle to growth if
persistent labor market points from last month. not addressed.
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Capital Spending and
Investment Climate
Investment intentions remain

stable, with about one-third of
small businesses planning to
increase capital expenditures.
Although slightly lower than in
August, these plans reflect
ongoing confidence bolstered by
recent policy measures, such as
the permanence of the 20%
Small Business Deduction under
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act
(OBBBA).

Stable tax policies and clearer

regulatory  expectations are
encouraging owners to commit
resources to equipment,
technology, and facility

improvements, all vital for long-
term competitiveness.

Mixed Sentiment on Broader
Economic Conditions

While  many  small-business
owners are optimistic about
their own prospects, views on
the overall economy are mixed.
Only about 21%  believe
economic conditions are better
than a year ago, while 43% see
them as worse. Looking ahead,
business leaders remain divided,
with roughly a third expecting
improvement, a similar share
anticipating little change, and
another third foreseeing
deterioration.

This division reflects ongoing
inflation concerns, rising interest
rates, and geopolitical
uncertainties that influence
consumer spending and
business investment decisions.

Inflation’s Continued Impact on
Small Businesses

Inflation, though easing from
previous highs, remains a
concern. About 11% of owners
cite inflation as their most
significant operating problem.
Rising costs for labor, materials,
and energy continue to pressure
margins and complicate pricing
strategies.

Dunkelberg observed,

“Persisting inflationary
pressures temper the
enthusiasm of small-business
owners, even as they remain
hopeful on sales.”

Balancing cost pressures with
competitive pricing will be key
for many businesses moving
forward.

Importance of Policy Stability

Small-business optimism
benefits  substantially from
policy clarity and stability.

Recent tax reforms, particularly
OBBBA, have provided business
owners with greater certainty

regarding their financial
planning.

Dunkelberg stated,

“Clearer tax policies have

increased business confidence
and willingness to invest and
hire.”

Nevertheless, concerns over
potential regulatory changes
and evolving trade policies
continue to generate some
uncertainty.

Role of Small Businesses in
Economic Recovery

Small businesses are pivotal in
job creation and sustaining
economic activity. The recent

rise in optimism and hiring
intentions indicates an
important segment of the

economy poised for growth.

While economic uncertainties
persist, small businesses’
renewed confidence signals a
potential boost to economic
growth, contingent on managing

inflation and labor market
constraints effectively.
Cautious Optimism with
Challenges Ahead

In  conclusion, U.S. small-

business optimism rising to a
five-month high in September
reflects a generally positive but
cautious mood. Expectations for
rising revenues, profits, and
expanded workforces contrast
with ongoing inflation concerns
and labor quality challenges.

Bill Dunkelberg summarized the
outlook:

“Although cautious about
economic conditions, many
small-business owners convey
optimism about growth and
profitability, underscoring their
critical role in driving the
economy forward.”

The path ahead hinges on
managing inflation and labor
challenges while maintaining

consumer demand.
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Morning Bid: Bad News Sparks Market Rally on
Fed 'Rocket Fuel' Hopes sy Manditee Hecht

markets entered

S. financial
October 2025 with a mix of

volatility and optimism as
investors digested fresh
economic data suggesting a
slowing economy, hoping that
this would prompt the Federal
Reserve to accelerate interest
rate cuts.

Despite troubling signs such as
slowing job growth and stubborn
inflation, equity markets rallied
with increased expectations that
the Fed could soon provide the
“rocket fuel” of rate reductions
to stimulate growth.

The recent Federal Reserve rate
cut in September, which lowered
the federal funds rate by 25
basis points to a range of 4.00%
to 4.25%, was the central bank’s
first reduction since December
2024.

Several analysts and market
watchers now anticipate further
policy easing, potentially two or
more rate cuts by the end of the
year. These expectations have
infused risk assets with new
energy, even amid broader

macroeconomic concerns.

Economic Data Fuels Rate Cut
Expectations

The Federal Reserve’s
September decision to cut rates
signaled a shift from an

aggressive hiking cycle toward
accommodative monetary
policy due to a softening labor
market and stalled inflation
declines. Slow payroll growth
during summer and recent
inflation figures fueled
speculation that the Fed will
continue reducing borrowing
costs to sustain the economic
expansion.

Financial futures markets
suggest an 86% probability of
another 25 basis points cut at
the Fed’s October 28-29
meeting, with contracts pricing
in nearly 70 basis points of rate
reductions for 2025. Morgan
Stanley economist Ellen Weiss
explained,

“The market is now confidently
pricing in multiple rate cuts
within a short period,
anticipating the Fed will provide
the necessary fuel to avoid
recession.”

Market Reaction: Optimism
Amid Uncertainty
Stock markets reacted

positively to the prospect of
falling interest rates. The Dow

Jones Industrial Average and
S&P 500 experienced gains in
recent sessions, buoyed by
investor confidence that
cheaper credit conditions will
support corporate earnings and
consumer spending.

Bill Johnson, Chief Investment
Officer at Crestview Capital,
remarked, “Bad economic news
is becoming good news for
markets because it increases
the odds of the Fed loosening
policy. Investors see the
potential for improved liquidity
and growth prospects ahead.”
Yet, he cautioned that markets
remain vulnerable to volatility
given the complex balance
between slowing growth and
persistent inflation.

Inflation, Jobs, and the Fed’s
‘Delicate Dance’

The Federal Reserve continues
to navigate a challenging

economic environment,
balancing the dual mandate of
controlling inflation and
maximizing employment.

Inflation remains elevated, with
core Personal Consumption
Expenditures (PCE) inflation
projected at 3.1% for 2025 and
2.6% in 2026, slightly higher
than earlier forecasts, reflecting
stubborn price pressures.

Meanwhile, the labor market
shows signs of slowing. Job
growth has been below 100,000
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for four consecutive months, a
significant drop from previous
robust months. Unemployment
is expected to edge up modestly
but remain around 4.4% in 2026,
signaling a softening without a
severe spike.

Jerome Powell, Federal Reserve
Chair, emphasized in a recent
statement,

“The Committee is attentive to
the evolving economic data and
stands ready to adjust the
monetary policy stance as
appropriate to support its goals
of maximum employment and
price stability.”

This ‘delicate dance’ of policy
adjustments aims to avoid
abrupt shocks while steering the
economy away from recession
risks.

Impact on Borrowers and Savers

Consumers and  businesses
stand to benefit directly from
potential rate cuts. Lower
interest rates translate to
reduced borrowing costs for
mortgages, business loans, and
credit cards, potentially
invigorating demand in housing
and capital expenditures.

Mortgage refinance rates have
already dropped to near three-
year lows; for example, 30-year
fixed refinance rates dipped to
about 6.13% in late September.
Mortgage broker Jane Ellis
commented, “With several more
rate cuts expected, homeowners
now have a golden

window to lock in lower monthly
payments and potentially save
thousands over the life of a
loan.”

Conversely, savers may
experience slightly reduced
yields on certificates of deposit
and high-yield savings accounts,
as these rates often track the
federal funds rate. Balanced
investment strategies will
continue to be important amid
shifting interest rate
environments.

Challenges and Risks Ahead

Despite the optimism, economic
uncertainties remain. Inflation’s
resilience and  geopolitical
tensions inject risks into the
outlook. Supply chain
disruptions and energy price
volatility may sustain
inflationary pressures, limiting
the extent of Fed easing.

Analysts stress that the Fed’s
forthcoming policy decisions
will rely heavily on incoming
economic data. The possibility
exists that the central bank may
adopt a more cautious stance if
core inflation remains stubborn

or if labor market data
unexpectedly strengthens.
Michael Rivera, Senior

Economist at Global Strategy
Group, stated, “Markets are
pricing ‘bad news is good news,’
but the Fed’s credibility
depends on balancing growth
support and inflation control.
Policy missteps could lead to
market turbulence.”

Broader Economic Growth
Outlook

Revised Federal Reserve
projections show modest

improvements in GDP growth
forecast for 2025 and the
following years, with 2025
expected to grow by 1.6%,
slightly up from 1.4% in June.
Projections for 2026 and 2027
were similarly nudged upward,
reflecting cautious confidence.
However, some economists
warn the economy is likely to
encounter slower growth
moving forward due to global
uncertainties and structural
challenges. Factors such as an
aging workforce, evolving
technology disruptions, and
geopolitical risks remain critical
considerations.

Hope Fueled by Fed’s Easing
Signal

Markets have seized on the
Federal Reserve’s signaling of
easing policies as a source of
“rocket fuel” to propel equities
and risk assets higher. The
expectation that interest rates
will continue falling in late 2025
has helped offset jitters about
economic growth and inflation.

Yet, the optimistic market
sentiment depends on the Fed’s
ability to calibrate its actions
deftly without reigniting
inflation or undermining its
credibility. Investors and
policymakers  alike  remain
vigilant, watching economic
indicators carefully as the
October meeting approaches.
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he U.S. government is signaling a
significant shift in its approach

to corporate America by
potentially taking equity stakes
in more companies, following
the unprecedented move to
acquire a nearly 10% ownership
in semiconductor giant Intel.
This development marks a new
chapter in the relationship
between the federal government
and the private sector, raising
important questions about the
future of American economic
policy and government influence
in business.

The Intel Deal: A Precedent for
Government Equity Stakes

In August 2025, President
Donald Trump announced that
the U.S. government would take
a 10% passive ownership stake
in Intel. This deal represents a
transformation of government
grants awarded during the Biden
administration into an equity
position.

The arrangement was widely
reported as the White House
converting roughly $10 billion of
previously disbursed grants into
ownership shares, positioning
the government as a significant
stakeholder in one of America’s
foremost technology companies.

Trump stated during a press
conference,

“Tan came in looking to secure
his position, and he ended up
providing us with $10 billion for
the United States. So, we gained
$10 billion. We engage in many
agreements like that. | intend to
pursue more.”

This echoed his broader
strategy to strengthen American
industry and manufacturing by

backing companies like Intel
while  maintaining  strategic
oversight.

The White House National

Economic Council Head, Kevin
Hassett, described the Intel
investment  as "a  down
payment" on a broader vision
for the U.S. to create a
sovereign wealth fund — a
reservoir of government-owned
equity stakes in  American
businesses aimed at advancing
national economic and strategic
interests.

A New Paradigm in
Government-Business Relations

This latest intervention sets a
new precedent whereby the U.S.
government moves beyond
grants and subsidies into actual
ownership roles in private
enterprises. Hassett openly
acknowledged in interviews that
further similar transactions
could occur across different
industries. When CNBC’s
Andrew Ross Sorkin asked if the
government could take
additional equity positions in

other companies nationwide,
Hassett confirmed, “It's
plausible, yes. That’s absolutely
correct.”

Despite reassurances that the
government’s stakes would
involve non-voting shares to
mitigate  fears of  direct
operational interference, there
remains skepticism. Critics warn

that even passive holdings
could give the government
leverage over corporate

strategies, especially given the
current administration’s
outspoken desire to influence
American businesses to align
with its agenda.

President Trump defended the

Intel equity investment
vigorously on social media,
asserting,

“I PAID ZERO FOR INTEL, IT IS
WORTH APPROXIMATELY 11
BILLION DOLLARS. All goes to
the USA. Why are 'stupid' people
unhappy with that?”

He emphasized that such deals

support American jobs and
strengthen the economy,
portraying government
participation  as beneficial

rather than intrusive.

Motivations Behind Expanding
Government Stakes

The Intel stake was part of a
broader initiative to bolster
domestic technology
manufacturing,

especially in key sectors like
semiconductors and artificial
intelligence. The U.S.
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government’s strategy involves
leveraging public investments to
secure American leadership in

these crucial industries as
geopolitical competition
intensifies.

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick explained that the
potential equity stakes result
partly from reallocating funds
from existing government
grants, particularly under the
CHIPS Act initiated during the
Biden administration, into actual
ownership, stating,

“We should receive an equity
interest for our investment...
rather than merely distributing

grants.”
This shift aligns with the
administration’s goal of

increasing both the economic
returns and the strategic
security benefits of government
support.

Industry and Market Reactions

Intel’s stock reacted modestly,
rising by about 1% after the deal
was announced, building on
gains seen earlier. Intel also
gained a $2 billion investment
from Japan’s Softbank,
interpreted by market analysts
as a vote of confidence in the

company’s revival and the
government’s strategic
involvement.

However, Intel itself expressed
concerns that the government’s
stake could potentially hamper
its sales and business pursuits
internationally. This perspective
highlights the tension between

government ownership and
corporate autonomy, a debate
likely to intensify as more
corporate stakes come under
government control.

Future and
Implications

Prospects

The Trump administration’s
approach suggests it may
extend similar equity
investments to other companies
beyond the semiconductor and
Al sectors. Hassett confirmed
that while the focus is on
technology industries for now,
the government might seek
stakes in firms across various
markets. This ambitious plan
aims to build a sovereign wealth
fund for the United States, an
approach traditionally used by
countries with large resource
revenues, but new to America’s
economic strategy.

This  path  raises  critical
questions about the balance
between fostering innovation
and maintaining free market
principles. As the government
assumes ownership roles,
businesses and investors will
closely watch the degree of
government influence on
corporate  governance and
strategy. CEOs, facing these new
dynamics, might reconsider
their strategic decisions
knowing that government as an
equity partner could assert

preferences aligned with
national objectives.
President Trump’s assertive

stance on this issue illustrates a

broader vision of economic
nationalism intertwined with
government intervention in
industry. He criticized past
policies that allowed companies
to relocate operations overseas,
noting,

“If we had a president that
would have said, 'Okay, you can
go to Taiwan, but we’re going to
put a 100% tariff or 200 or 300
or 500% tariff,’ they wouldn’t
have left.”

His  administration’s  equity
approach effectively
complements such trade

policies by tying government
support to ownership.

The u.s. government’s
acquisition of a 10% stake in
Intel marks a significant
departure  from  traditional
American economic policy. It

represents an  experimental
"sovereign wealth fund"
strategy designed to strengthen
domestic industries while
promoting national security
interests. While the

administration presents this as a
necessary and beneficial move,
concerns about government
overreach and its impact on
corporate freedom persist.

As the Trump administration
signals intentions to take stakes
in  more companies, this
evolving paradigm will reshape
the intersection of government
power and private enterprise,
with  major implications for
investors, corporations, and the
broader economy.

67

/49 TH ISSUE |


https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/

August 2025

By John Ruehl



https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/

Business & Finance

August 2025

ntel's stock price experienced a
notable surge following the
announcement that the U.S.
government is set to acquire an
ownership stake in the
semiconductor giant. This move
represents an unusual but
strategic intervention by the
federal government into the
corporate sector, positioning
Intel as one of the key
beneficiaries of the Trump
administration's economic
policy aimed at revitalizing and
safeguarding critical American
industries.

Background of the Government
Equity Stake in Intel

The u.s. government's
investment in Intel reached $8.9
billion, securing approximately a
10% equity stake in the
company. This agreement stems

from the  conversion of
previously allocated but
undistributed grants, mainly

under the CHIPS Act enacted
during the Biden administration,
into common stock. As the only
major American semiconductor

manufacturer capable of
producing  advanced chips
domestically, Intel has found

itself at the heart of U.S. efforts
to regain technological
leadership amid intensifying
global competition.

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick announced the deal
officially, underscoring its
significance.

“Intel is excited to welcome the
United States of America as a

shareholder, helping to create
the most advanced chips in the
world,”

said Lutnick, emphasizing the
administration’s commitment to

American technological
dominance and national
security.

This investment is structured as
a passive ownership. The
government purchased 433.3
million shares at $20.47 per
share, which was below the
current market price at the time

of announcement, granting
taxpayers a discount and
potential upside as Intel

executes its turnaround plans.

Market Reaction and Share
Price Surge

The announcement triggered a
rise in Intel’s stock price by
about 6% on the day news
broke, reflecting investor
optimism about the
government's backing. The stock
moved from previous closing
prices in the low $30s to a high
just above $34 during the
trading day. After hours, the
stock price steadied, indicating
a measured market response
that balances optimism with
caution.

Intel's shares have been under
pressure for several years due
to competition and internal
setbacks, so the government’s
stake provides not only capital
but a strong signal of federal
support.  Investors  reacted

government’s involvement as a
potential catalyst for stability
and renewed growth in an
industry critical to the U.S.
economy and defense.

Details of the Agreement and
Strategic Purpose

President Donald Trump hailed
the investment as a landmark
achievement for  American
industry. He posted on Truth
Social,

“The United States of America
now fully owns and controls
10% of INTEL, a Great American
Company that has an even more
incredible future.”

The deal aims to assist Intel in
expanding its manufacturing
capabilities within the U.S,
bolstering domestic production
of semiconductors which are
vital for a range of industries
from consumer electronics to
defense.

A portion of the investment—
$5.7 billion—comes from CHIPS
Act grants that were allocated
but not yet disbursed, while an
additional $3.2 billion is part of
the Secure Enclave program,
which supports production of
trusted and secure chips for
defense and other sensitive
applications. Intel agreed the
government would have no seat
on its board and hold no
governance rights, but the
investment

includes a warrant allowing an
option to buy an additional 5% if

nositively viewing the
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Intel loses majority ownership of
its foundry business.

Concerns from Intel and
Shareholders

Despite the overall positive
market response, Intel itself
voiced concerns about the
implications of government

ownership. In a securities filing,

Intel warned that the
government’s stake could
potentially hurt sales,
particularly abroad, as
customers might view the

company as less independent.
The reduced voting power of

other shareholders after the
government’s purchase and
potential regulatory
complications were additional
risks  highlighted by the
company.

Intel also disclosed plans to cut
approximately 25,000 jobs by
the end of 2025 as part of efforts
to streamline operations and
improve financial performance.
The company has faced
declining chip sales in some
segments, impacted by broader

economic  uncertainty  and
competition from rivals.

Broader Implications of
Government Stake in
Corporations

This move signals a new

approach in U.S. industrial policy
under President Trump, where
the government not only
supports companies through
grants and policy but also takes
actual equity stakes to ensure

strategic alignment and
potentially financial returns.
Trump and his advisers have
indicated this could be the first
of many such investments as
part of a plan to create a
sovereign wealth fund involving
stakes in key companies.

Economic adviser Kevin Hassett
suggested in interviews that the
government might take stakes in
more firms in sectors crucial to
national security and economic
resilience.

“It's  plausible, yes. That’s
absolutely correct,”

Hassett said when asked if
government ownership could
expand beyond Intel.

Critics argue this approach
could blur the line between
government and private sector,
raising concerns about potential
government influence over
corporate decisions and market
distortions. Supporters contend
it is necessary to counteract the
losses of manufacturing and
strategic industries to foreign
competitors, especially amid
rising geopolitical tensions.

Trump Administration’s
Economic Strategy with Intel

President Trump framed the
Intel deal as part of a broader
effort to restore American
manufacturing and technology
dominance. He criticized past
administrations for policies that
allowed manufacturers  to
relocate overseas, adding,

“If we had a president that
would have said, 'Okay, you can
go to Taiwan, but we’re going to
put a 100% tariff.. they
wouldn’t have left.”

This government equity stake
complements trade and
industrial policies aimed at
incentivizing investment within
the United States.  The
administration is leveraging its
financial muscle to protect
critical supply chains and
technology pipelines essential
for future economic and
security needs.

The US. gove rnment's
acquisition of a nearly 10%
stake in Intel marks a bold and
unprecedented move in the
realm of industrial policy. Intel’s
stock surge following the deal
underscores investor approval
of the federal government’s
involvement, even as concerns
about corporate autonomy
persist. This development s
part of a larger strategy by the
Trump administration to create
a sovereign wealth fund-like
portfolio of stakes focused on
strategic industries.

As this policy evolves, it will be
critical to balance the benefits
of government support and
oversight against the risks of
diminished company
independence. For now, Intel
stands as the flagship example
of this new era where the
government becomes a
significant shareholder in
private corporations central to
America’s technological future.

70

Y WASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE §


https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/

August 2025

BY DANIELLE MOORE

n a significant pivot aimed at
broadening its economic
relationship with Pakistan, the
United States under President
Donald Trump’s administration
is focusing on developing trade
ties centered around critical
minerals and hydrocarbons. This
move follows the discovery and
pitching of massive oil reserves
in Pakistan and marks a new
chapter in US-Pakistan economic
cooperation beyond traditional
security and counterterrorism
links.

Emerging Economic

Cooperation Focus

The US interest in Pakistan is no
longer confined to military and

security dimensions but
increasingly incorporates
strategic economic  sectors

essential for modern industries
and national security.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
in a statement on Pakistan’s
Independence Day, highlighted
the intent by saying,

“We look forward to exploring
new areas of economic
cooperation, including critical
minerals and hydrocarbons, and
fostering dynamic  business
partnerships,”

signaling Washington’s renewed
economic  engagement with
Islamabad.

This shift comes amid stalled
trade talks between the US and
India, prompting Washington to
seek closer economic ties with
Pakistan. The strategic
importance of critical minerals—
which include rare earth
elements and metals vital for
clean energy, defense
manufacturing, and technology
supply chains—has propelled
this initiative forward.
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Landmark $500 Million US-
Pakistan Minerals Deal

On September 8, 2025, Pakistan
and the United States
concretized their growing
economic partnership with a
landmark agreement involving
Missouri-based U.S. Strategic
Metals (USSM) and Pakistan’s
military-managed Frontier
Works Organisation (FWO). The
$500 million deal focuses on
the extraction and export of key
minerals such as copper,
antimony, tungsten, and rare
earth elements from Pakistan to
the US market.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
office  announced that this

agreement is
projected to unlock Pakistan’s
vast mineral wealth, which
experts estimate at
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trillions of dollars, and provide
much-needed economic relief to
a country burdened by some
$130 billion in external debt. The
MoU signed is a preliminary step
aimed at exporting raw minerals
initially while planning domestic
processing facilities that will add
value within Pakistan.

Sharif emphasized the economic
potential, stating,

“Harnessing our mineral
reserves could revolutionize
Pakistan’s economy and
transform the lives of our
people.”

USSM's  COO, Zain Kazmi,

explained the strategic nature of
the MoU:

“This agreement fosters goodwill
and opens the door for larger,
high-quality investments by
signaling serious US interest in
Pakistan’s mining sector.”

The  partnership has the
potential to introduce new skills,
infrastructure, and jobs into the
Pakistani economy, long
neglected despite the country’s
rich reserves in copper, lithium,
and rare earths.

Geopolitical
Balancing Act

Implications and

The mineral and hydrocarbon
cooperation also tests Pakistan’s
geopolitical tightrope between
its longstanding ties with China
and emerging relations with the
US. China’s $62 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC) has made Beijing a
dominant economic partner,
especially in  regions like

Balochistan where mining and
infrastructure projects have
sparked local unrest and
security concerns.

The introduction of us
investment in these strategic
provinces signals  Pakistan’s
intent to diversify economic
partnerships. Analysts suggest
that this move could complicate
Chinese dominance while
potentially stabilizing insurgent-
prone areas by spreading
economic benefits more
broadly. As Uair Youus from Asia
advisory firm The Asia Group
noted,

“Pakistan’s willingness to engage
Western investors in critical
sectors like minerals shows a
strategic bid to  balance
competing influences in
Balochistan.”

A New Chapter in US-Pakistan
Relations

This economic thaw contrasts
with previous tensions—
President Trump himself had
criticized Pakistan harshly in the
past, accusing it of duplicity,
especially after the 2011 Osama
bin Laden raid in Abbottabad.
Yet, the recent developments
reflect a pragmatic
reassessment on both sides. The
us recognizes Pakistan’s
strategic and economic potential
beyond military logistics and
counterterrorism, while Pakistan
seeks credible economic

partners to revitalize its

strained finances.

Analysts observe that if both
countries follow through on
these agreements, it could serve
as a model for future bilateral

engagements that balance
economic interest with
geopolitical realities. Pakistan

hopes that the $500 million
initial investment is just the
beginning of a broader wave of

industrial modernization and
export diversification.

Looking Ahead

The next phase involves

actualizing these agreements
into tangible projects on the
ground. For Pakistan, the
challenge will be to convert
mineral wealth into sustainable
development and job creation,
which requires infrastructure
development, technological
upgrades, and regulatory clarity.
For the US, securing reliable
supplies of minerals crucial for
clean energy and defense
manufacturing amid  global
supply chain pressures is an
urgent priority.

The evolving US-Pakistan
relationship, anchored now as
much in minerals and
hydrocarbons as it is in security,
may be a signpost for renewed
bilateral ties. As the world
increasingly values access to
critical raw materials, Pakistan’s
role as a supplier to American
industries could shift
geopolitical  dynamics  and
economic patterns in the region.
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