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decision to order strikes on
three Iranian nuclear sites has
been met with swift and strong
praise from Republican leaders
in Congress, while also igniting a 

Trump Wins Immediate Praise
from Republicans in Congress
After Strike on Iran

President Donald Trump's 

heated debate over the scope of
presidential authority and the
constitutionality of such military
action without congressional
approval.

Trump Wins Immediate Praise from
Republicans in Congress After Strike on Iran

BY JAN FRAZIER

 June 2025

https://washingtoninsider.net/donald-trump/


The strike, which targeted critical
nuclear facilities in Iran, was
announced publicly Saturday
evening and prompted an
immediate response from key
GOP figures who have rallied
behind the president’s decisive
move. 

As the nation digests the
implications of the airstrikes,
congressional 

Republicans have overwhelmingly
lauded Trump for his assertive
approach to national security,
contrasting with many Democrats
who have raised concerns about
the legality and strategic
prudence of the operation.

Republican Leaders Rally Behind
President Trump

Republican leaders quickly threw
their support behind the
president, with South Carolina
Senator Lindsey Graham 
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posting on X (formerly Twitter),
"Well done, President Trump." In
Texas, Senator John Cornyn
described the strike as a
"courageous and correct
decision," while Alabama
Senator Katie Britt praised the
strikes as "strong and surgical."
Their sentiments echoed a
broader Republican consensus
emphasizing the need to
confront what they perceive as
an imminent threat from Iran.
Senate Armed Services
Committee Chairman Roger
Wicker of Mississippi stated that
Trump’s strike represented a
"deliberate — and correct —
decision to eliminate the
existential threat posed by the
Iranian regime." Wicker added
that the country now faces
"very serious choices ahead to
provide security for our citizens
and our allies," highlighting the
ongoing challenges of regional
stability following the operation.
House Speaker Mike Johnson
and Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, both among the
top congressional Republicans
briefed ahead of the strike,
affirmed their support. Johnson
remarked that the military
operations "should serve as a
clear reminder to our
adversaries and allies that
President Trump means what he
says." Thune emphasized the
importance of the strike in
preventing Iran from obtaining a
nuclear weapon and expressed
prayers for American troops,
saying, "As we take action
tonight to ensure a nuclear
weapon remains out of reach for
Iran, I stand with President 

Trump and pray for the
American troops and personnel
in harm's way."

Support from Diverse
Republican Voices

House Intelligence Committee
Chairman Rick Crawford praised
the precision of the strikes,
sharing gratitude for the
servicemembers involved,
stating he was "grateful to the
U.S. servicemembers who
carried out these precise and
successful strikes." Oklahoma
Senator Markwayne Mullin also
posted his support with the
succinct phrase, "America first,
always."

Even some Republicans with
previous reservations about
foreign interventions voiced
their backing. Pennsylvania
Senator John Fetterman, known
for his outspoken support of
Israel, broke ranks with many
Democrats by affirming the
move. He said, "As I’ve long
maintained, this was the correct
move by @POTUS. Iran is the
world’s leading sponsor of
terrorism and cannot have
nuclear capabilities."

Nonetheless, not all
Republicans offered unanimous
support. Some voiced
constitutional concerns,
echoing broader worries about
the limits of presidential war
powers. Kentucky
Representative Thomas Massie,
a critic of prolonged U.S.
military engagements abroad,
posted that 
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"This is not Constitutional."
Similarly, Republican
Representative Marjorie Taylor
Greene called the action "not our
fight," underscoring intraparty
debate about U.S. involvement in
the Middle Eas

Democrats Raise Constitutional
and Strategic Concerns

In contrast, many Democrats
condemned Trump’s unilateral
military action, criticizing the lack
of congressional authorization.
House Intelligence Committee top
Democrat, Representative Jim
Himes, emphasized constitutional
adherence by declaring,
"According to the Constitution we
are both sworn to defend, my
attention to this matter comes
BEFORE bombs fall. Full stop."

Senate Democratic Leader Chuck
Schumer expressed frustration
over the communication from the
executive branch, stating he
received only a "perfunctory
notification" about the strikes,
lacking crucial details. Concerns
about escalating conflict in the
Middle East were voiced widely
among Democratic circles.

Rhode Island Senator Jack Reed,
top Democrat on the Senate
Armed Services Committee,
framed the strikes as a risky
gamble, remarking, "This was a
massive gamble by President
Trump, and nobody knows yet
whether it will pay off." Virginia
Senator Tim Kaine was preparing a
resolution aimed at requiring
congressional approval before
any further military actions 

against Iran, reinforcing the
demand for legislative oversight.

Constitutional Debate and
Authority Questions

The heart of the dispute centers
on the president's authority to
authorize military strikes without
prior congressional approval.
Many lawmakers have debated
whether Trump's action
overstepped constitutional
boundaries given the War Powers
Resolution routes and delicate
U.S.-Iran relations.

While presidents historically have
exercised broad powers when
responding to perceived threats,
critics argue that bypassing
Congress undermines democratic
checks and balances. This strike
has intensified scrutiny on the
executive branch's limits and
whether Congress should assert a
stronger role in decisions leading
to potential war.

The swift Republican praise
alongside Democratic calls for
restraint and oversight
encapsulates this ongoing
tension within the U.S.
government regarding how best
to address national security
threats while honoring
constitutional mandates.

Strategic Implications and U.S.
Interests

Republicans emphasized that the
strikes were critical to halting
Iran’s progression toward nuclear
weapons, which they see as an
existential threat to global 

stability and American allies,
notably Israel. House Speaker
Mike Johnson noted the
operation as a clear message that
the U.S. will act decisively to
protect its interests and to deter
adversaries.

This action follows repeated
warnings from U.S. officials
regarding Iran’s nuclear
ambitions and its activities
supporting proxy groups and
terrorism. By neutralizing key
nuclear sites, the administration
asserts that it has taken
necessary steps to prevent a
dangerous escalation in the
Middle East that could destabilize
the region further.

President Trump's decision to
launch military strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites has quickly drawn
starkly divided reactions on
Capitol Hill. The immediate praise
from prominent Republicans
underscores a shared assessment
of the threat posed by Iran, while
Democrats and some GOP
members question the
constitutional authority and
wisdom of acting without
congressional consent.
This episode highlights the
persistent tug-of-war between
executive action and legislative
oversight on matters of war and
peace, with significant
consequences for U.S. foreign
policy and national security. As
the situation develops,
Washington remains sharply
engaged in debates over
presidential powers, diplomatic
strategies, and the future of U.S.-
Iran relations.

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2025-06-21/trump-wins-immediate-praise-from-republicans-in-congress-after-announcing-strikes-on-iran
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On June 12, 2025, actor Noah
Wyle, best known for playing
doctors on acclaimed TV dramas
like “ER” and “The Pitt,” traded
his scrubs for a suit and headed
to Capitol Hill. This time, he was
not portraying a physician but
passionately advocating in real
life for better protections,
mental health support, and fair
compensation for health care
workers. Inspired by his 

mother’s four decades as a
nurse, Wyle’s advocacy has
brought new visibility and
urgency to issues that have
burdened the nation’s medical
workforce—especially since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Wyle’s campaign, amplified by
the health care apparel brand
and advocacy group FIGS, saw
him join his mother, Marjorie 

Wyle-Katz, and a coalition of
frontline workers and nurses in
Washington, D.C. The group met
with lawmakers to demand not
only the reauthorization and
funding of policies critical for
nurses and other health
professionals but also
immediate reforms to protect
the well-being of those working
on the frontlines of American
health care.

BY ATHENA NAGEL
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Core Legislative Priorities: A
Three-Pronged Advocacy

The heart of Wyle’s message to
Congress comprised three
urgent legislative priorities, each
crafted in direct response to
endemic problems across
America’s hospitals and clinics.
Wyle explained their goals
simply but powerfully: “These
aren’t partisan issues. They’re
practical ones. And they’re
urgent. Because when our health
care professionals are burned
out, buried in paperwork or
forced to leave the field
altogether, we all pay the price.”
The first pillar of his agenda is
the reauthorization and funding 

of the Dr. Lorna Breen Health
Care Protection Act. This
bipartisan measure, named after
a physician lost to suicide in the
pandemic, is designed to
provide critical, evidence-based
mental health resources to
frontline workers. Without
proper intervention, the
psychological toll of repeated
trauma, burnout, and “tours of
duty nonstop for five years
without a break,” as Wyle
described, can become
unbearable for many in the
field.
The second bill would provide a
tax credit to frontline workers,
aimed at addressing the
persistent pay disparity faced 

by nurses and health care
providers. As Wyle noted, “there
hasn’t been one before to offset
some of the pay disparity,”
highlighting the chronic issue
that those responsible for
public health often shoulder
these burdens without financial
recognition.

The third legislative ask is to
reduce the administrative
burdens placed on health care
workers, which Wyle argues
would “free up time for direct
patient care.” The growing
paperwork and bureaucratic
demands have steadily eroded
the ability of health
professionals to focus on what
truly matters—caring for
patients in crisis.

“A Love Letter to Frontline
Workers”—Wyle’s Personal
Motivation

Wyle’s interest in health care
advocacy is more than
cinematic. His mother, Marjorie
Wyle-Katz, has spent over 40
years as a nurse, giving him a
front-row seat to both the
dedication and the struggles of
those in the profession. Wyle
described his newly created
show “The Pitt” as “a love letter
to frontline workers, health care
workers, to let them feel very
seen and heard right now.” He
contrasted it to his earlier hit
“ER”—which depicted pre-
COVID health care—as lacking a
portrayal of the current,
fortress-like psychological and
logistical battles nurses and
doctors face today.
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His mother added a deeply
personal dimension to the
advocacy: “Nurses can’t bill for
their time and their skills.
Whenever there’s a budget cut,
the nurses are the first to go.”
She detailed how, in the wake of
funding shortfalls, nurses
routinely encounter layoffs or
unsafe staffing levels, making
patient care even more difficult.
“When patients come to the
hospital, they’re either injured or
sick, and they’re very afraid.
They’re not seen often in a
timely manner, which leads to
frustration, which escalates to
anger,” she said, underscoring
the heightened workplace risks
frontline workers endure.

The Broader Coalition: Nurses
and Health Care Workers Speak
Out

Wyle did not make the journey
alone. Frontline professionals
joined him to provide first-hand
testimony about the fragility of
the American health care
system. They underscored why
funding mental health resources,
fair pay, and reducing
administrative stressors are not
simply workforce development
objectives but patient safety
imperatives.

A newly formed “Commission for
Nursing Reimbursement” was
also highlighted. Launched two
years ago, it aims to fight for
proper compensation
recognizing nurses’ essential
role. Wyle and his mother’s
support was warmly welcomed
by the commission and nursing 

advocacy factions, injecting the
debate with much-needed
celebrity power and public
attention.

One nurse shared her
experience, echoing the chorus:
“We’re seeing more and more
colleagues leaving the
profession every day. If
Congress doesn’t act, the crisis
isn’t going away—it’s getting
worse.”

The Political Hurdles: Budget
Cuts and Stalled Momentum

Despite consensus among most
lawmakers that health care
workers are the backbone of the
nation’s care system, progress
on the proposed reforms has
been slow. Currently,
momentum for federal support
has hit roadblocks amid broader
calls for budget reduction and
financial belt-tightening in
Washington.

Wyle acknowledged these
obstacles: “Our message is
simple: Without a supported,
protected and fairly treated
workforce, there is no patient
care. Whatever other important
issues are being debated, this
has to be a priority.” The
bipartisan nature of the Lorna
Breen Act and related reforms
has not, so far, insured them
against the realities of
legislative gridlock and
competing fiscal priorities.

Frontline professionals
emphasized that this gridlock is
not just a labor issue. As Wyle 

stated, “This is not just a
workforce problem, this is a
patient care problem. The trickle
down of these things not being
enacted will affect all of us
eventually.”

Looking Forward: Keeping the
Spotlight on Health Care Workers

Wyle and his coalition
acknowledge that the fight for
health care worker protection
and recognition is ongoing. Their
advocacy, however, has already
achieved one critical outcome—
the national conversation has
shifted to place the struggles of
health care workers front and
center. Wyle’s mix of personal
testimony, celebrity, and policy
literacy underscores the
potentially transformative power
of well-informed advocacy in
public life.

His mother, with a seasoned
nurse’s perspective, concluded,
“The trickle down of these things
not being enacted will affect all of
us eventually.”

In the weeks ahead, Wyle,
alongside nurses and allied
professionals, plans to keep
pressing lawmakers, urging
constituents across the country
to speak up on behalf of those
working in American hospitals
and clinics. As he told Congress
and the nation, the urgent need
now is to rally not just for “health
care professionals”—but for the
health and safety of every
American who might someday
find themselves in need of their
care.

https://www.nbcnews.com/now/video/noah-wyle-pushes-congress-to-support-health-care-workers-241487941620
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/5342013-the-pitt-noah-wyle-mental-health-care/


Zohran Mamdani’s Mayoral Primary Victory
Reverberates Beyond New York City: A New
Progressive Force Emerges

Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old
state assemblyman and
democratic socialist, clinched a
decisive victory in the New York
City Democratic mayoral
primary, signaling a significant
shift in the city’s political
landscape and resonating well
beyond its borders. Official
results announced following 
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ranked-choice voting
tabulations showed Mamdani
capturing 56 percent of the
vote, defeating former governor
Andrew Cuomo by a 12-point
margin.
Mamdani’s triumph is notable
not only for its scale but for the
nature of his campaign, which
combined populist principles, 

progressive policy proposals,
and an authentic, grassroots-
driven approach. His victory has
sparked a conversation among
Democrats in New York City and
across the country about the
future direction of the party, the
viability of progressive
platforms, and the changing
dynamics of urban politics.

Capitol Hill Politics
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The Campaign: Charisma, Policy,
and New Voter Engagement

What sets Mamdani apart is
more than just the election
results. His campaign was
characterized by a distinct
personal style and a message
that resonated with many voters
disillusioned by traditional
politics. Known for walking the
entire length of Manhattan in
early June to engage directly
with New Yorkers, Mamdani
cultivated an approachable and
genuine image. Video footage
shared online showed people 

welcoming him with applause
and support, reflecting his
appeal among younger and
socially connected voters.

His campaign leveraged social
media effectively, bypassing
conventional political ads’ rote
messaging. Instead, he
connected with voters on issues
crucial to their daily lives,
including affordability crises,
housing, transportation, and
child care. Mamdani’s bold
proposals, such as making city
buses free, expanding access to
free child care, and 

implementing a rent freeze on
stabilized apartments, placed
the financial responsibility on
wealthier taxpayers and
businesses. These policies, while
controversial among some
mainstream Democrats, helped
him carve out a progressive
insurgency that energized a
significant voter segment.

According to Bob Hardt, a
longtime political director at
New York 1, Mamdani's rise was
propelled by adept use of social
media and a sustained effort to
reach voters traditionally
overlooked. This combination of
digital savvy and on-the-ground
activism allowed Mamdani to
ascend from relative obscurity
to major contender in just
months, outpacing political
heavyweights like Cuomo.

The Broader Implications for
Democratic Politics

Mamdani’s victory is widely
regarded as emblematic of a
larger trend seen in major
Democratic-leaning urban
areas, where progressive
candidates and policies have
steadily gained ground. Voters
in cities like Boston and Chicago
have shown increasing
openness to ambitious
initiatives on rent control,
wealth taxation, and public
services, signaling a shift in the
electorate’s priorities.

Mayor Michelle Wu of Boston,
herself a young progressive
elected on similar promises,
underscored this momentum by 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c75r7r07ndno


stating, “People are eager for
government to function
effectively and to achieve
meaningful outcomes that will
positively impact their lives”.
Mamdani’s success encourages
activists and politicians who call
for a more functional and
responsive government, one
focused on tackling affordable
housing, public transit, and child
care—issues directly impacting
quality of life.

However, the win has not come
without resistance. Some
moderate and business-aligned
Democrats expressed concern
over Mamdani’s radical socialist
label and policies, with a faction
openly strategizing against him
ahead of the November general
election. Among them are
former mayoral candidates and
financial executives who see
Mamdani as unqualified and a
threat to traditional power
structures. Despite this,
Mamdani remains a frontrunner,
especially in a city where
Democrats outnumber
Republicans six to one.
Mamdani himself has
acknowledged these challenges
but remains focused on his
vision for the city's future. His
style and policy platform signal
a divergence from New York’s
entrenched Democratic
establishment, challenging
figures like Cuomo and Governor
Kathy Hochul, who have
historically opposed his
progressive proposals.

What September and November
Could Bring for New York City

12 35

Looking ahead, Mamdani will
face a competitive general
election. Opponents include
incumbent Mayor Eric Adams, a
Democrat who chose to skip the
primary and run as an
independent; Curtis Sliwa, the
founder of the Guardian Angels
running as a Republican; and
Jim Walden, an independent
candidate and attorney. Andrew
Cuomo has also launched an
independent campaign, though
his commitment remains
uncertain.

The general election will test
Mamdani’s ability to extend his
appeal beyond the primary’s
progressive base and navigate a
more fragmented field. Yet, his
primary victory has already
reshaped narratives about who
can succeed in New York's
politics, highlighting the power
of grassroots mobilization,
authentic communication, and
policy proposals that address
socio-economic inequalities.

National and Global Resonance
of Mamdani’s Win

Beyond New York, Mamdani’s
win adds to a growing list of
young, left-wing progressives
ascending to prominence in
large U.S. cities, exemplified by
figures like Boston’s Mayor
Michelle Wu. Analysts see this
as part of a broader movement
responding to urban
affordability crises and social
justice demands. Voter surveys
indicate that these progressive
stances are not fringe but
increasingly mainstream among 

Democratic constituencies.

Moreover, Mamdani’s success is
a clear message that political
outsiders can disrupt traditional
party hierarchies through
innovative campaigning and by
championing substantive,
ambitious policies. His rapid
rise, largely fueled by digital
platforms and relentless
grassroots efforts,
demonstrates the changing
nature of political engagement
in the 21st century.

A New Era in New York Politics

Zohran Mamdani's primary
victory has reverberated well
beyond the streets of New York
City. His triumph embodies a
transformative moment where
grassroots activism, progressive
policies, and authentic voter
connection converge to
challenge established political
norms. Whether Mamdani can
translate his primary success
into a general election win
remains to be seen, but his
campaign has already left an
indelible mark on both New York
and the broader Democratic
Party.

As the city moves toward the
November election, the
question of how to address the
pressing issues of affordability,
public transit, and child care
remains at the forefront.
Mamdani’s rise signals not just a
change in leadership but a
potential reshaping of priorities
and political style in America's
largest city.

Capitol Hill Politics
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Heightened Tensions on Capitol Hill: Clash over
Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill”

Capitol Hill Politics

achievement for Trump's
second term, encompassing
sweeping reforms from
permanent extension of his 2017
tax cuts to deep Medicaid cuts
and increased defense and
border security spending. Yet,
the bill's passage revealed stark
partisan divisions both within
and between chambers of
Congress.

Trump signed into law on July 4,
2025. Simultaneously, Congress
grapples with a constitutional
showdown sparked by Trump’s
unilateral airstrikes on Iran’s
nuclear facilities, with
lawmakers invoking the War
Powers Act to reign in
presidential authority.
The “One Big Beautiful Bill”
signifies a cornerstone 

In a turbulent summer on
Capitol Hill, the U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives find
themselves on a collision course,
entangled in fierce disputes over
President Donald Trump’s
sweeping legislative agenda. At
the heart of the dispute is the
controversial “One Big Beautiful
Bill” (H.R. 1), a massive tax and
spending package that President 
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The Senate narrowly approved
the bill on July 1 with a 51-50
vote, Vice President JD Vance
casting the tie-breaking vote
after months of vigorous
internal Republican debates.
Three Senate Republicans,
including Susan Collins and Rand
Paul, opposed the measure
citing concerns over Medicaid
cuts and increasing the federal
deficit by an estimated $3.3
trillion over the next decade. The
House followed with a razor-thin
218-214 vote on July 3, with just
two Republicans joining
Democrats in opposition. House
Speaker Mike Johnson praised
the bill as a catalyst for a “new
golden age” while Democrats
condemned it as a “morally
bankrupt attack on the most
vulnerable,” illustrating the deep
ideological chasm engulfing
Capitol Hill.

14 35

Divergent Priorities: Senate
Moderates vs. House
Conservatives

The Senate’s challenge lay in
balancing the expectations of
party moderates and
conservative hardliners, with
contentious provisions like
Medicaid reforms at the center
of the debate. Some senators,
such as Ron Johnson,
demanded more time to review
the extensive nearly 1,000-page
bill. Johnson remarked, “We just
received the bill late at night,
and it deserved thorough
scrutiny before voting.”

Meanwhile, in the House,
conservative factions known as
the Freedom Caucus voiced
frustration over perceived
incremental reforms and budget
increases. Still, they ultimately 

rallied behind the bill,
apparently avoiding a significant
setback to Trump’s agenda amid
the pressure of a looming
Independence Day deadline.

The War Powers Confrontation:
Trump’s Iran Strikes Spark
Congressional Revolt

As lawmakers wrestled over the
budgetary bill, an even more
incendiary issue flared: Trump’s
decision to carry out
preemptive airstrikes on Iranian
nuclear sites without consulting
Congress. The action rekindled
long-standing tensions about
the balance of power between
the executive and legislative
branches in matters of war and
peace.

The War Powers Resolution of
1973 demands that the
president seek congressional
approval or at least consult
lawmakers before engaging U.S.
forces in hostilities. President
Trump’s airstrikes in June 2025
blatantly bypassed these
requirements, provoking
accusations of constitutional
violations from Democrats and
some Republicans alike.

Democratic Senator Bernie
Sanders called the strikes
“grossly unconstitutional,”
emphasizing that the president
lacks the legal authority to
unilaterally order military action
without congressional
authorization. Senator Chris
Murphy added, “Trump acted
outside the bounds of his
constitutional power.”

Capitol Hill Politics
 June 2025
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Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries
delivering an 8-hour 44-minute
floor speech condemning the
bill’s social cuts as “immoral”
and damaging to children,
seniors, and everyday
Americans.

Meanwhile, the Iran war powers
fight has touched a raw nerve on
questions of democracy, checks
and balances, and the
constitutional framework—the
very foundation of U.S.
governance.

Lessons for the Future:
Congressional Role in Checks on
Power

Together, these legislative
flashpoints underscore that
Capitol Hill is deeply fractured,
caught between asserting
congressional authority over
war and wielding control over
the federal budget under
Trump’s ambitious agenda.
Lawmakers on both sides face
the delicate challenge of
balancing national security,
fiscal responsibility, and
constitutional governance.
As Trump seeks to consolidate
power with his expansive tax
and spending bill while asserting
unilateral military authority,
Congress’s ability to assert
meaningful checks appears
increasingly fraught but remains
essential.

Only time will tell if Capitol Hill’s
fierce battles help restore the
intended balance among
branches or accelerate enduring
institutional polarization.

for Congress. The president
cannot unilaterally plunge the
country into conflict.” Senator
Tim Kaine spearheaded similar
motions in the Senate to require
prior votes for sustained
military action in Iran.

Despite strong rhetoric,
momentum has faced obstacles.
A Senate vote aiming to curtail
Trump’s war-making powers
narrowly failed, underscoring a
GOP Senate reluctant to fully
limit executive authority even
amid controversy. Political
realities hint at a looming
constitutional showdown,
potentially escalating into a
legal confrontation between the
White House and Congress.

The Dual Crisis: Fiscal
Contention Meets
Constitutional Turmoil

Capitol Hill’s divisions have
intensified as both financial and
constitutional crises collide. The
“One Big Beautiful Bill” project
represents a major realignment
of federal policy in taxes,
spending, and social welfare,
paralleling the drumbeat of
escalating conflict concerns
with Iran. The stakes resonate
deeply among Americans
worried about both economic
security and national safety.
House Speaker Mike Johnson
positioned the bill as a
foundation for America’s
renewal, proclaiming, “This
legislation makes us stronger,
safer, and more prosperous.”
Yet Democrats remain
adamantly opposed, with House 

Some Republicans expressed
cautious skepticism.
Representative Thomas Massie
labeled the strikes “not
constitutional,” underscoring
the gravity of executive
overreach concerns even within
Trump’s party. Yet, other GOP
leaders defended Trump’s right
as commander-in-chief to act
swiftly in the name of national
security.

The White House announced
that Congress was only notified
after the strikes concluded, a
move widely criticized as
insufficient consultation. 

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
admitted that lawmakers were
informed “after the planes were
safely back,” while Vice
President Vance rationalized the
operation as a limited strike
against Iran’s nuclear program,
not a declaration of war.

Congressional Legislative
Responses: Attempting to
Check Executive Power

In the wake of the airstrikes,
Congress mobilized to reclaim
its war-making prerogatives.
Bipartisan proposals emerged,
including a War Powers
Resolution introduced by
Representative Massie (R-KY)
and Representative Ro Khanna
(D-CA), which seeks to prohibit
unauthorized hostilities against
Iran without explicit
congressional approval.
Massie declared fervently, “The
Constitution reserves war
declaration powers exclusively 

https://www.npr.org/2025/07/03/nx-s1-5454841/house-republicans-trump-tax-bill-medicaid
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c15wn34z0z4o
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Senate Turmoil Over Trump’s ‘One Big Beautiful
Bill’

By Adriana Montes

federal fiscal landscape,
narrowly passed the Senate on
July 1, 2025. The vote was
deadlocked at 50-50, requiring
Vice President JD Vance to cast
the historic tie-breaking vote
that allowed the bill to advance.
This razor-thin margin brought
to light the shrinking command
Senate leaders wield over their
Republican caucus.

has instead exposed deep
fissures within the party and
sparked rebellion against Senate
leadership responsible for
shepherding the legislation.
The bill, which permanently
extends many Trump-era tax
cuts, enforces steep spending
cuts to Medicaid and food
assistance programs, and
dramatically reshapes the 

The U.S. Senate, long regarded
as the nation’s legislative
referee, has found itself in the
eye of an unprecedented storm
of internal discord over
President Donald Trump’s
sweeping tax and spending
legislation, known as the “One
Big Beautiful Bill.” Once meant
to consolidate Republican unity
around Trump’s agenda, the bill 
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he would not seek re-election
after facing pressure, including
threats from Trump to support a
primary challenger should he
dissent. Tillis stated plainly, “I’m
voting no,” on the motion to
proceed, signaling how the bill
strained fragile GOP unity.

Leadership Pressures: The
Referee Under Fire

Senate Majority Leader John
Thune, tasked with corralling
Republican votes, faced an
uphill battle managing diverse
factions with conflicting
priorities. The tight vote tally
revealed how several senators
remained skeptical about the
true fiscal impact of the bill and
the political fallout of drastic
social program reductions.

Thune acknowledged the
challenge, describing the
approval as “a difficult process”
marked by extended floor
debates and an exhausting
“vote-a-rama” where hundreds
of amendments were offered.
Though he underscored the bill
as essential to Trump’s agenda,
he recognized the limited room
for error in maintaining party
discipline.

The intense intraparty frictions
— in which several senators
clashed with Thune’s leadership
— have shaken perceptions of
the Senate as a stable,
deliberative body. 

Critics argue that the
leadership’s focus on pushing
the bill through swiftly 

vulnerable populations.Maine’s 

Susan Collins explained her vote
by emphasizing the potential
harm to her state’s nearly
400,000 Medicaid-dependent
residents, “Medicaid cuts under
this bill threaten the health care
access of a third of Mainers and
imperil rural hospitals.” She also
criticized the bill’s rushed
legislative process, citing a lack
of adequate time to analyze the
over 900-page text.

Senator Thom Tillis announced 

Fractured GOP: Senators Defy
Leadership

Although Senate Republicans
hold the majority, internal
dissent marred the bill’s path,
with three notable GOP senators
— Susan Collins of Maine, Rand
Paul of Kentucky, and Thom
Tillis of North Carolina —
breaking ranks and voting
against the measure. Their
opposition was motivated by
concerns over Medicaid cuts,
escalating the national debt by
trillions, and impact on 
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immigration agencies. However,
to offset tax revenue losses, it
slashes Medicaid funding by an 
estimated 12%, introduces
stricter work requirements for
SNAP, and cuts clean energy tax
credits, shifting incentives
toward fossil fuel production.
The sweeping nature and fiscal
implications of the bill
compelled nearly all Democrats
to oppose it while leaving
Republicans divided over
priorities between tax relief and
social program preservation.

Looking Ahead: The Bill Faces
Further Tests

Although the bill cleared the
Senate, it returns to the House
of Representatives for final
approval after reconciling
amendments. Republicans hold
a slim House majority, and the
legislation faces resistance from
moderates and conservatives
alike. Its future remains
uncertain, with leadership
striving to maintain unity under
intense electoral scrutiny.

The bill’s fate, and the Senate’s
handling of the process, will
have profound implications on
GOP credibility, legislative
effectiveness, and the broader
direction of U.S. fiscal policy.
The fractures revealed in
passing the “One Big Beautiful
Bill” reflect ongoing struggles
for coherence within the
Republican Party and highlight
the Senate’s critical role as the
nation’s legislative referee — a
referee now challenged like
never before.

Trump’s Role and Pressure on
GOP Senators

President Trump personally
weighed in, publicly criticizing
senators who resisted the bill by
branding them “grandstanders”
and promising to back primary
challengers against dissenters.
During events, he celebrated the
bill as a “big beautiful victory”
that would spur economic
growth and benefit Americans
broadly.

Trump’s aggressive campaigning
underscores his determination
to forge loyalty within the party
and cement this legislative
achievement as a hallmark of his
presidency. While mobilizing
support, the president’s rhetoric
intensified pressure on wavering
senators, contributing to the
turbulent environment on
Capitol Hill.

The Bill’s Complex and
Sweeping Details

Spanning nearly 940 pages, the
comprehensive bill touches
multiple policy areas. It
permanently extends tax cuts
from Trump’s 2017 agenda for
individuals and businesses
through 2028, increases the
standard deduction, and raises
the SALT deduction cap to
$40,000 for mid-income
households.

On the spending side, it
allocates roughly $350 billion to
national security, including
enhanced border enforcement
and increased funding to 

compromised transparency and
fostered resentment among
Republicans wary of electoral
consequences.

A Divided Senate on Fiscal
Responsibility

A key contention emerged
around the bill’s impact on the
national debt, projected by the
Congressional Budget Office to
swell by approximately $3.3
trillion over ten years. Fiscal
conservatives blasted the bill
for undermining responsible
budgeting.

Senate Republicans in the
House Freedom Caucus posted
their disdain on social media,
insisting that the bill’s
tremendous addition to the
deficit was “not fiscal
responsibility” and “not what we
agreed to.” This schism reflects
a broader GOP debate between
accelerating tax relief and
addressing ballooning
government liabilities.

Meanwhile, Democrats
unanimously opposed the
measure, denouncing it as a
giveaway to the wealthy at the
expense of social safety nets.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer described the bill as
“the most expensive legislation
in U.S. history that strips
Medicaid, food assistance, and
well-paying jobs from millions.”
The chamber’s Democratic
minority employed procedural
tactics to slow the bill’s passage
and highlight the partisan
divide.

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/odds-over-trumps-tax-bill-some-senate-republicans-turn-chambers-referee-2025-06-26/
https://www.livemint.com/news/us-news/at-odds-over-trumps-tax-bill-some-senate-republicans-turn-on-chambers-referee-11750962477180.html
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On the early morning of June 13,
2025, the Middle East witnessed
an unprecedented eruption of
military conflict as Israel launched
a surprise dawn assault on Iran’s
nuclear and military
infrastructure. 
This marked the very first day of a
war that would come to be known
as the “Twelve-Day War,” with
intense airstrikes, targeted
assassinations, and missile
exchanges shaping the opening
hours of this volatile
confrontation.

Dawn Assault: Operation Red
Wedding

The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) 
began their offensive with
coordinated airstrikes that struck 

over 100 targets across Iran,
including the widely known
Natanz Nuclear Facility and other
critical elements of the Iranian
nuclear program. 

Over 200 Israeli fighter jets
deployed in five waves dropped
approximately 330 munitions in
the early hours, creating immense
devastation without causing
nuclear accidents.

An Israeli official described the
intricate preparation behind the
assault: “Mossad operatives and
commando forces successfully 

disabled Iran’s air defenses,
securing air superiority for Israeli
aircraft,” enabling the precision
strikes to proceed with minimal 

Israeli losses.

Among the declared objectives
were to assassinate top Iranian
military leaders and nuclear
scientists. Within minutes, the
operations resulted in the deaths
of some 30 Iranian generals
alongside nine pivotal nuclear
scientists, critically weakening
Iran’s command structure. This
elite targeting formed part of
what Israel referred to as
Operation Red Wedding and
Operation Narnia.

Strikes Across Iranian Military
and Civilian Infrastructure

The day’s strikes extended
beyond nuclear sites to include 

 June 2025
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key military bases and
infrastructure. The IDF
confirmed attacks on the
Hamadan and Tabriz airbases
and the Isfahan Nuclear
Technology and Research
Center, targeting both air power
hubs and technological research
assets.

Reports from Iranian media
claimed that several Iranian
missiles and drones tried to
retaliate, and fierce
confrontations were mounted to
disable Israeli air operations.
However, Israel denied reports
of any fighter jets being downed
or pilots captured, asserting
robust control of Iranian
airspace during the operation.
By afternoon, explosions were
also reported at multiple military
installations such as the Parchin
military base and the
subterranean Fordow Fuel
Enrichment Plant. The
widespread targeting aimed to
significantly stall Iran’s capacity
for further military aggression.

Iranian Retaliation: Missile and
Drone Barrages Against Israel

Iran wasted no time responding
to the Israeli onslaught.
Approximately 18 hours after the
initial airstrikes, Iran launched
two waves of ballistic missile
attacks targeting Israeli cities
and military facilities. The missile
barrages damaged homes,
injured civilians, and caused
substantial alarm in Tel Aviv,
Ramat Gan, and other urban
centers.

The Iranian Revolutionary Guards,
while reeling from the 
loss of their commanders, claimed
to have targeted Israeli military
intelligence centers and Mossad
operational bases. Concurrently,
Iran-allied Houthi forces in Yemen
fired missiles toward Israeli
territory, expanding the scope of
the conflict.

Amid these exchanges, the United
States engaged in defensive
operations to protect Israel from
Iranian missile and drone attacks,
further internationalizing the
crisis.

Civilian Impact and Regional
Security

The first day of the war saw
civilian casualties rise and
infrastructure damage escalate on
both sides. Israeli authorities
reported dozens of injuries
resulting from missile strikes,
while Iranian Red Crescent
announced attacks on 18 of Iran’s
31 provinces.

The conflict also heightened
tensions throughout the region.
Iran’s ballistic missiles passed
through Syrian airspace, and
several Arab countries were
reported to be assisting in the
radar detection and interception
of Iranian drones.

Leadership Statements and
International Reactions

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu addressed the nation
early on June 13, underscoring the
necessity of the preemptive 

strikes. He stated: “Israel will not
tolerate a nuclear-armed Iran and
will take all necessary measures to
ensure our security.” The Prime
Minister’s decisive rhetoric set the
tone for Israel’s determination.

Simultaneously, Iranian state
media confirmed the death of
Revolutionary Guards chief
Hossein Salami, a critical blow to
Iranian military leadership. Iranian
leaders condemned Israel’s
aggression while pledging a strong
response. Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian suffered a
reported leg injury during one of
the strikes but reaffirmed Iran’s
stance, emphasizing resilience
and preparation for further
conflict.

First-Day Conflict Sets Stage for
Prolonged Hostilities

The first day of the Israel-Iran war
was characterized by rapid,
multifaceted military actions
designed to debilitate Iran’s
nuclear and military capacities
while provoking swift Iranian
retaliation. The scale and
precision of the Israeli airstrikes
coupled with immediate missile
barrages from Iran marked a sharp
escalation in regional tensions,
signaling a highly volatile conflict
with global implications.

As the initial hours unfolded, the
world watched nervously,
recognizing that the events set in
motion on June 13, 2025, could
drastically reshape Middle
Eastern geopolitics in the months
to come.

 June 2025

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/24/could-israel-be-planning-a-second-war-on-iran
https://www.britannica.com/event/Israel-Iran-conflict
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Russia finds itself caught in a
precarious position as the
ongoing Iran-Israel conflict
threatens to undermine its
longstanding influence in the
Middle East. As Iran’s
confrontation with Israel 
escalates through military
strikes, proxy wars, and 

diplomatic tensions, Moscow
fears another setback in a region
where it has sought to assert
power and maintain a strategic
foothold.
The Kremlin’s alliance with Iran,
forged through economic
cooperation, military
partnerships, and diplomatic 

coordination, is now being
tested amid Israeli airstrikes on
Iranian nuclear and military
facilities. Together with losses in
Syria and Libya, the intensifying
Iran-Israel conflict surfaces
Moscow’s waning capacity to
project influence in the Middle
East.



Moscow Taken by Surprise by
Israel’s Airstrikes

The Israeli air campaign against
Iran’s nuclear program launched
on June 13, 2025, blindsided
Moscow’s leadership, which had
anticipated prolonged diplomatic
negotiations between the U.S. and
Iran rather than sudden military
escalation.

Russian officials reportedly view
the strikes as part of a broader
Western strategy to “degrade 

Iranian offensive capabilities,”
with some Kremlin analysts
suspecting coordinated U.S.-
Israeli efforts masked by ongoing
talks in Oman. President Vladimir
Putin, who previously offered to
mediate between Washington
and Tehran, vocally condemned
the attacks but refrained from
direct military retaliation.
A Kremlin statement
characterized the strikes as
“unprovoked assaults on a
sovereign UN member state,”
language critics say mirrors 

Russia’s own rhetoric on Ukraine.

The Fragile Russia-Iran
Partnership

Russia and Iran formalized a
comprehensive partnership in
January 2025, encompassing
defense, energy, scientific, and
cultural cooperation. Despite this,
Moscow’s support stops short of
military obligations in the event of
conflict.
Russia’s cooperation with Iran
notably includes joint 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/23/as-israel-iran-war-escalates-ukraine-fears-more-losses-to-russia


production of strike drones,
which Russia uses in its war in
Ukraine, signaling a pragmatic
alliance based largely on mutual
interests rather than deep
political commitment.

Yet Russia’s position remains
tenuous. The ongoing Israel-Iran
conflict risks destabilizing
regional infrastructure and
jeopardizing energy projects
critical to Moscow’s economic
ambitions. Should Iran weaken
or face regime change, Russia
could lose its pivotal regional
ally after recent setbacks in
Syria and Libya.

Balancing Act: Russia’s
Diplomatic Strategy

Moscow attempts to balance its
strategic partnership with Iran
against preserving workable
relations with Israel and Arab
states. It urges de-escalation and
negotiation while avoiding
military engagement against
Israel.

Russia’s outreach to Arab-
Muslim countries, including Gulf
states, seeks to capitalize on
Iran-Israel tensions by
enhancing its regional role
through economic initiatives,
Islamic finance, and security
cooperation, while countering
Western influence.

This diplomatic tightrope
reflects Russia’s broader goal to
portray itself as a key mediator
in Middle Eastern conflicts,
despite its limited leverage over
either Tehran or Tel Aviv.

Economic Opportunities Amid
Conflict

Paradoxically, the conflict offers
Russia short-term economic
benefits via rising oil prices and
constrained Western attention
from Ukraine. Energy markets
respond volatility to Middle
Eastern tensions, benefiting
Russian oil and gas revenues
.
However, prolonged regional
instability threatens to disrupt
transit routes and joint ventures
with Iran, complicating long-
term prospects. 
Moscow’s nuanced messaging
on “Western double standards”
regarding the Israel-Iran war
also forms part of its broader
narrative to challenge Western
hegemony, especially in the
Global South.

Regional Reactions and
Geopolitical Implications

The escalation has revived fears
of broader Middle Eastern
destabilization. Russia’s hold
over Syria diminished following
the Assad regime’s defeat,
adding urgency to Moscow’s
efforts to maintain influence via
Iran and Gulf partnerships.

The Israel-Iran hostilities
jeopardize Russian investments
and raise concerns over
strategic choke points like the
Strait of Hormuz, critical for
global energy supplies.

Analysts warn Moscow could
face yet another strategic loss if 

Iran suffers significant
degradation or internal
upheaval, undermining Russia’s
regional ambitions just as its
Western influence wanes.

Expert Views on Russia’s Middle
East Challenges

Trita Parsi of the Quincy
Institute remarked, “Russia’s
hope to maintain a foothold in
the Middle East hinges on its
Iranian partnership, but the
current conflict exposes the
fragility of this alliance.”

Russian political commentator
Sergey Mardan observed,
“Russia should align with Iran
against common adversaries,
but given Israel’s American
backing, Moscow’s options are
limited.”

Russia’s High Stakes amid Iran-
Israel Conflict

As Iran and Israel continue their
intense military confrontations,
Russia faces a critical juncture
in its Middle Eastern strategy.
The Kremlin’s ambitions to
assert influence through
partnerships and mediation are
constrained by deteriorating
regional stability and complex
international dynamics.

Loss of Iran as a stable ally,
rising regional warfare, and
diplomatic challenges could
cost Russia strategic ground in
the Middle East, further
isolating it on the world stage
amid persistent external
pressures.
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In a significant development for
bilateral relations and economic
growth, the United Kingdom and
the Kingdom of Bahrain have
formalized a landmark
investment and collaboration
partnership, unlocking £2 billion
in private sector investment
aimed at boosting the UK
economy. The deal, signed on
June 19, 2025, during the visit of 

Bahrain’s Crown Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa to London,
marks a doubling of Bahrain’s
financial commitment compared
to its 2023 investment pledge.
The agreement is framed as the
Strategic Investment and
Collaboration Partnership (SIP),
designed to propel forward the
UK Government's “Plan for
Change” and the forthcoming 

24

modern Industrial Strategy,
targeting economic growth
through key sectors such as
financial services, technology,
clean energy, and
manufacturing. This partnership
signals a deepening relationship
between the two nations and
reflects mutual aspirations for
economic prosperity coupled
with regional stability.

Middle East
 June 2025

Historic £2 Billion Investment Partnership
Signed Between UK and Bahrain

By Athena Nagel



Strengthening the UK Economy
Through Targeted Sector
Investments

The £2 billion investment aims to
provide a decisive boost to the
UK's critical growth industries.
Business and Trade Secretary
Jonathan Reynolds articulated
this momentum, stating, “This £2
billion commitment is yet another
major vote of confidence in the
UK economy, backing the key
growth sectors we’ve identified in
our upcoming modern Industrial
Strategy.” He emphasized how
this influx will generate jobs and
strengthen the economy across
the country.

The investment scope covers
transformational areas where
Britain is poised to compete 

globally:
Financial Services: Bolstering
London’s status as a global
financial hub and enhancing
cross-border investment
opportunities.
Technology: Fostering
innovation ecosystems
including artificial
intelligence, digital
infrastructure, and tech
startups.
Clean Energy and
Decarbonization: Accelerating
the UK’s green transition with
investments supporting
renewable energy projects
and carbon reduction
technologies.
Manufacturing: Supporting
advanced manufacturing
capabilities, increasing
productivity and 

competitiveness in the global
market.

Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves underscored the
tangible benefits to workers,
observing, 

“This £2 billion investment into
the growth-driving sectors where
Britain thrives will create good
jobs paying decent wages in all
corners of our country, putting
more money in people’s pockets
as part of our Plan for Change.”
Reeves highlighted how increased
economic activity from this
partnership aligns with the
government's broader social and
fiscal objectives.

Deepening Bilateral Ties Amid
Regional and Global Challenges

The signing ceremony—involving
the British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer and Bahrain’s Crown
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa—came against the
backdrop of shifting geopolitical
landscapes, notably tensions in
the Middle East linked to the
Israel-Iran conflict. The two
leaders reiterated the importance
of economic ties as a pillar for
regional stability and mutual
prosperity.

Simultaneously, the agreement
formalizes the UK's membership
in the Comprehensive Security
Integration and Prosperity
Agreement (C-SIPA), a trilateral
pact involving Bahrain, the UK,
and the United States aimed at
fostering security cooperation
and economic integration in the 
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Gulf region. This marks an
important strategic alignment
with Bahrain as the Gulf's
economies and security
environment rapidly evolve.

Both leaders reaffirmed the
enduring strength of defense
cooperation, anchored by
longstanding naval partnerships
and shared security interests. The
UK maintains its largest naval
base outside of the homeland in
Bahrain, symbolizing the depth of
military collaboration. Prime
Minister Starmer and Crown
Prince Salman emphasized
continuing joint training and
operational coordination between
British and Bahraini armed forces,
a foundation vital to safeguarding
maritime trade routes and
regional peace.

Business Opportunities for British
Companies in Bahrain

Beyond the immediate capital
infusion into the UK, the
partnership extends significant
opportunities for British
companies to benefit from
Bahrain’s favorable business
environment. Firms engaged in
innovation, productivity
improvements, and technology
development can leverage
Bahrain’s growing market and
strategic positioning in the Gulf.
The visit included a delegation of
Bahraini investors touring key UK
business hubs such as
Manchester, Leeds, and Sheffield,
illustrating a hands-on approach
to identifying projects aligned
with growth priorities. This
bilateral engagement is designed 

to encourage ongoing reciprocal
investment flows and sustained
economic collaboration.

Government Perspectives on the
Partnership

Business Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds described the deal as a
“major vote of confidence” and
an enabler of sustained jobs
growth and business expansion.
He framed the agreement as
integral to the UK’s recovery and
future economic trajectory,
asserting that “We have the most
open, stable and connected
economy in the world – and our
Plan for Change will encourage
more countries to invest here.”

Chancellor Rachel Reeves
remarked on the broader
economic strategy underscoring
this partnership, saying, “In a
changing world, Britain is
increasingly seen as a place for
investment and growth – thanks
to the stability we have brought
to the economy and our pro-
business approach.”

Contextualizing the Partnership
within Broader UK-Gulf
Relations

Bahrain’s £2 billion investment
continues a trend of
strengthening UK-Gulf ties,
building on years of cooperation
in trade, security, and diplomacy.
Bahrain is a member of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC),
which has been negotiating a free
trade agreement with the UK,
signaling an expanding economic
relationship.

26 32

The SIP deal and related accords
showcase how economic and
security cooperation go hand in
hand, particularly in a volatile
region characterized by tensions
such as the ongoing Israel-Iran
conflict. Analysts note that this
partnership sends a clear
message about the UK’s
commitment to long-term
engagement beyond Europe,
positioning it as a vital player in
Middle Eastern stability and
prosperity.

Future Outlook: Sustained
Growth and Regional Stability

The creation of this partnership
aims not merely to unlock short-
term gains but to catalyze
sustained economic development
and cooperation between the UK
and Bahrain. It aligns with the UK’s
broader goals of diversifying trade
relationships post-Brexit and
capitalizing on emerging global
market opportunities.

Moreover, with the UK firmly
embedded in regional security
frameworks through C-SIPA, the
partnership embodies a nexus of
economic diplomacy and defense
strategy, essential for maintaining
stability in a key energy-exporting
region.

Prime Minister Starmer and
Crown Prince Salman both
expressed optimism for furthering
these gains through ongoing
dialogue and additional
collaborative ventures, ensuring
that the joint vision for prosperity
and stability continues to
advance.

Middle East
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In a powerful address to the
European Parliament in June
2025, King Abdullah II of Jordan
delivered a solemn condemnation
of the ongoing humanitarian
catastrophe in Gaza, describing it
as “a shameful version of our
humanity unfolding before our
eyes in real time.” The King’s
remarks highlighted the profound
moral and human crisis brought
about by prolonged Israeli military
operations in Gaza and the
widespread suffering of civilians,
including children, in the besieged
Palestinian territory.

The King rhetorically asked, “How
is it that what was considered an
atrocity just 20 months ago is now
so commonplace it barely
registers? What version of our
humanity allows the unthinkable
to become routine? Permits
weaponising famine against
children? Normalises the targeting
of health workers, journalists, and
civilians seeking refuge in camps?”
His words underscored the deep
frustration and despair felt by
many across the Middle East and
the international community over
the scale and persistence of
violence and deprivation in Gaza.

Emphasizing the Moral and
Human Dimensions

King Abdullah II described the
crisis in Gaza not as “just another
political moment,” but as “a 

struggle over who we are as a
global community, and who we
will become.” He framed the
suffering in Gaza as a
fundamental challenge to
humanity’s conscience, warning
that the trajectory of ongoing
violence and humanitarian
neglect threatens to erode core
values of compassion and justice
globally.

His address repeatedly
emphasized compassion as a
cornerstone of Jordanian
identity and policy, reminding his
audience that Jordan stands with 

those who suffer and will continue
to provide unwavering support to
Gaza’s population despite
overwhelming hardship. “Jordan
has been, and will remain, the
greatest support for Gaza’s
people, who are suffering from a
humanitarian catastrophe unlike
anything witnessed in recent
history,” the King affirmed during
separate meetings with media
representatives.Jordan’s

 Commitment to Gaza Amid Crisis

King Abdullah II highlighted
Jordan’s unrelenting diplomatic 

By Danielle Campbell
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The Broader Context: A Region
on Edge

The Gaza crisis unfolds amid a
deeply tense Middle Eastern
geopolitical landscape, including
the war between Israel and Iran-
backed groups. Jordan occupies 

a critical diplomatic and
geographic position as a
moderate Arab state maintaining
peace with Israel while vocally
supporting Palestinian rights.

King Abdullah II’s messages
resonate beyond Jordan,
offering a voice of moral clarity
that appeals to world leaders to
confront the humanitarian
catastrophe and long-standing
political impasse in Gaza.
A Plea for Humanity and Action

King Abdullah II’s description of
the Gaza situation as “a
shameful version of humanity”
captures the profound suffering
and crisis faced by Palestinians
while challenging the global
community to rise to its ethical
responsibilities. Jordan’s
unwavering support for Gaza
and calls for an end to violence,
humanitarian relief, and political
resolutions reflect a deep
commitment to peace rooted in
compassion.

As the conflict continues, King
Abdullah II’s voice serves as a
critical reminder that the
unfolding tragedy in Gaza is not
only a regional issue but a test of
global conscience, demanding
urgent, coordinated action to
restore humanity and hope.

and humanitarian efforts aimed
at alleviating the suffering in
Gaza and seeking an end to the
conflict. Jordan has coordinated
with international partners,
including Germany, Canada, and
Arab states, to press for
ceasefires, humanitarian access,
and political solutions.

He stressed, “No matter how
much we do, it can never
measure up to the scale of the
horror Palestinians in Gaza
endure every single day — not
when entire families are being
erased and children are being
starved.” Yet, he affirmed
Jordan’s relentless commitment,
saying, “We are doing everything
in our power. We will continue to
do so, relentlessly and without
hesitation” — driven by moral
responsibility rather than
political recognition.

Jordan’s role transcends
rhetoric; it has conducted airlift
missions, delivered hundreds of
aid convoys, and remains
actively engaged in regional
diplomatic initiatives to stem
further escalation and champion
Palestinian rights.

Calls for International Action
and Peace

King Abdullah II appealed to the
international community,
particularly European leaders, to
take decisive action. He
emphasized two key areas for
urgent focus:

1.Supporting Development:
Because a thriving Middle 

East would create opportunities
benefiting the global
community.

Coordinated Security Efforts:
To ensure global and regional
safety by ending prolonged
conflicts — including both
the war in Ukraine and the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

He urged that “Europe’s
leadership will be vital in
choosing the right course,” and
pledged Jordan as a steadfast
partner in promoting peace and
stability.

Jordan’s Firm Position on
Palestinian Rights and Regional
Stability

Alongside humanitarian
concerns, King Abdullah II has
repeatedly affirmed Jordan’s
commitment to Palestinian
sovereignty and rights. Rejecting
proposals that envision forced
displacement of Palestinians,
the King insisted that
Palestinians must remain on
their land in accordance with the
two-state solution framework.
He called for a peaceful
resolution that respects
Palestinian statehood and
territorial integrity.

In conversations with
international counterparts
including the UK Prime Minister,
the King underlined the
necessity of an immediate
ceasefire, the safe release of
hostages, and sustained
humanitarian aid access to Gaza
as prerequisites for peace.
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The Saudi Ministry of Interior
announced the execution as part
of the largest mass execution in
recent Saudi history, reflecting
the regime’s stern stance against
those accused of dissent
perceived as threatening to the
ruling elite.

On June 14, 2025, Saudi Arabia
executed prominent journalist
Turki al-Jasser after more than
seven years of detention, on
charges including “high treason,”
collaboration with foreign
entities, funding terrorism, and
endangering national security 

and national unity. 
His case spotlights the
kingdom’s continued crackdown
on dissent, particularly targeting
journalists and critics who utilize
social media to expose
corruption or question
government policies.

Saudi Journalist Turki al-Jasser Executed Amid
Charges of ‘High Treason’

By Kathy Malouf
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well-regarded in journalistic
circles for his fearless reporting
on issues taboo in Saudi Arabia,
such as women’s rights, the Arab
Spring uprisings, and state
corruption. He contributed to the
now-defunct Saudi newspaper Al-
Taqrir and maintained a personal
blog called Al-Mashhad Al-Saudi
(The Saudi Scene) from 2013 to
2015.
His use of social media, especially
the satirical account Kashkool,
made him a prominent voice of
dissent in a country where free
speech is tightly controlled.
Observers noted that his writings
challenged the official narrative
and exposed irregularities within
the kingdom’s political and social
fabric.

Background: Arrest and
Detention

Turki al-Jasser was arrested in
March 2018 during a sudden raid
on his home by the State Security
Investigations force, who
confiscated his computers,
phones, and digital devices. Saudi
authorities accused him of
operating an anonymous Twitter
(now X) account called
“Kashkool,” known for satirical
and critical commentary, which
detailed alleged corruption inside
the Saudi royal family and
criticized government policies. 

He was also accused of posting
controversial content about
militant groups and other 

sensitive issues.

Al-Jasser’s arrest followed
intensified surveillance and
repression of social media users
inside Saudi Arabia, including
prominent journalists. 

His detention was marked by
limited or no access to legal
representation, isolation from
family contact except a brief
exception in 2020, and reports of
physical and psychological
torture. His trial details remain
largely unknown due to extreme
secrecy and lack of transparency.

Journalism and Activism: A Profile
of Courage Before his arrest, Al-
Jasser was 
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Jamal Khashoggi, which remains
a critical reference point for
concerns about press freedom in
Saudi Arabia.
Jeed Basyouni of Reprieve
remarked, “Al-Jasser was tried
and convicted in total secrecy
for the ‘crime’ of journalism. His
execution once again
demonstrates that in Saudi
Arabia, the punishment for
criticizing or questioning Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman is
death.”
Sanad Human Rights called the
execution an “extrajudicial
killing” and holds the Saudi
leadership, “foremost among
them Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman,” fully responsible.
The organization urged the
international community and the
United Nations to act decisively
to end the wave of political
executions in Saudi Arabia and
ensure protections for activists.

The Charges: A Pattern of
Repression

The official charges against Al-
Jasser were vague and broadly
cast, including accusations of:

High treason
Collaboration with foreign
entities
Funding terrorism
Jeopardizing national
security and unity

Human rights organizations
describe these charges as
fabricated and typical of the
Saudi regime’s strategy to
conflate peaceful dissent,
particularly journalistic activity,
with terrorism and subversion. 

The government’s use of the
Anti-Terrorism Law to silence
critics has been widely
condemned internationally.

International Outcry and Human
Rights Concerns

The global community reacted
strongly to the execution, with
organizations such as the
Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ), International
Press Institute (IPI), and Sanad
Human Rights Organization
condemning the decision.
Carlos Martínez de la Serna, CPJ 
Chief Program Officer, said, “The
international community’s
failure to deliver justice for
Jamal Khashoggi did not just
betray one journalist; it
emboldened de facto ruler
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman to continue his
persecution of the press, and
today, another Saudi journalist
has paid the price.” This  
statement references the
infamous 2018 murder of
Washington Post columnist 

https://rsf.org/en/reign-terror-saudi-arabia-execution-journalist-turki-al-jasser-demands-international-response
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expression in a country where
such freedoms remain severely
restricted.

The Global Implications

Turki al-Jasser’s execution
galvanizes urgent questions about
the future of press freedom and
human rights in Saudi Arabia. It
underlines a dangerous pattern
where criticisms of rulers or calls
for reform are met with harsh
punishment, including the death
penalty.

International diplomatic
responses and human rights
advocacy continue to call for
greater accountability and
reforms in the kingdom’s judicial
and political systems. The case
also emphasizes the need for
sustained global attention to
protect journalists worldwide
from persecution and violence

The Context of Press Repression
and Social Media Crackdown

Al-Jasser’s execution happens
against a backdrop of increasing
repression in Saudi Arabia,
particularly targeting social media
users. Between 2014 and 2015,
Saudi authorities launched
operations to identify and silence
anonymous Twitter users through
hacking and surveillance, exposing
their identities and IP addresses
.
The case of Turki al-Jasser also
highlights the kingdom’s
aggressive clampdown on online
activism. Histweets and online
accounts were seen as
particularly dangerous by
authorities because they
combined insider critique with
wide social media influence.
This repression is part of a
broader crackdown on dissent in
Saudi Arabia, where executions 

rose to 330 in 2024 alone
according to activists, many
targeting peaceful critics,
journalists, and political
opponents.

Legacy and Impact

The execution of Turki al-Jasser
marks a grim milestone—the first
time a Saudi journalist has been
sentenced to death and executed
explicitly for journalistic activity
under Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s rule. It serves as a
stark warning to others who may
consider challenging the regime
or exposing corruption and
human rights abuses.

Despite the risk, Saudi activists
and journalists continue to raise
their voices, often at great
personal cost. Al-Jasser’s life and
work symbolize the ongoing
struggle for freedom of 
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is an accident, a
misunderstanding,” he said.

US Banks That Fueled Ireland’s Finance
Rebound Face Tariff Angst Amid Rising Trade

Tensions

33

In 2025, Ireland’s financial sector,
long buoyed by significant US
investment and a robust banking 

system, finds itself navigating
turbulent waters amid escalating
global trade 

tensions and the imposition of
US tariffs. 
The very banks and 
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U.S. President Joe Biden delivers the State of the Union address
during a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber at the
U.S. Capitol on March 07, 2024 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Win
McNamee/Getty Images)
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multinational companies that
helped Ireland recover from the
financial crisis are now grappling
with increaseduncertainty
created by new barriers to trade,
which threaten to slow growth
and disrupt cross-border finance
flows essential to the Irish
economy.

Ireland's Financial Resilience
Built on US Multinational
Investment

Ireland’s remarkable recovery
from the 2008 financial crisis was
fueled in large part by substantial
foreign direct investment (FDI),
notably from US multinational
corporations in pharmaceuticals,
information and communications
technology (ICT), and financial
services. This FDI supported a
sustained rebound in economic
output, exports, and employment,
laying the foundation for Ireland’s
current status as one of Europe’s
strongest economies.
The domestic banking sector,
comprised mainly of institutions
such as Allied Irish Banks (AIB),
Bank of Ireland, and Permanent
TSB, has steadily rebuilt resilience
since the crisis. Today, banks
maintain robust capital buffers
and liquidity positions, enabling
them to absorb shocks more
effectively than in the past.
Lending standards have also
improved, supporting healthier
credit profiles for households and
businesses alike.
However, a new challenge
emerges as the US government’s
recent tariff measures raise the
specter of increased costs, supply
chain disruptions, and potential 

withdrawal of multinational
investment—all of which carry
risks for the Irish financial system.

Rising Trade Tensions and Tariff
Threats Impact Ireland’s Open
Economy

The Central Bank of Ireland’s
Financial Stability Review 2025
highlights that elevated trade
barriers and economic policy
uncertainty have dampened the
global growth outlook and
increased market volatility. Given
Ireland’s high economic openness
and strong dependence on US
FDI, the country is especially
vulnerable to these external
shocks. Specifically, trade
tensions involving the US pose
risks of retaliatory tariffs targeting
key Irish export sectors, including
pharmaceuticals and technology,
which could cascade into financial
stress.

A report from the International
Monetary Fund emphasizes how
these external pressures may lead
to firms postponing investments
and consumers adopting a more
cautious spending posture. The
IMF projects Ireland’s economic
growth rate to moderate in 2025
and beyond, citing heightened
risks from evolving trade policies
and geopolitical tensions.
The Central Bank cautions that
any deterioration in global
financing conditions or adverse
shifts in investor sentiment might
increase credit risks in domestic
banks and constrain liquidity in
some market segments.
Moreover, the potential exit or
downsizing of multinational firms 

following tariff implementation
poses an indirect threat to the
broader economy and financial
sector.

How US Banks and Financial
Institutions are Responding

US financial institutions are
deeply embedded in Ireland’s
finance landscape, providing
crucial capital, liquidity, and
funding channels that underpin
much economic activity. Yet the
tariff environment introduces
operational and strategic
uncertainties for these banks
and their clients.
BlackRock Inc.’s CEO Larry Fink
exemplifies this concern. During
a visit to Ireland amid the tariff
disputes, Fink underscored that
the country stands among the
most exposed economies should
US-based multinationals curtail
overseas operations. This would
impact not only direct
investments but also the
broader financial markets and
banking sectors servicing these
firms.

Research by financial analysts
indicates that while Irish banks
like AIB and Bank of Ireland
enjoy solid profitability and
capital buffers, projections warn
of declining net income in 2025
due to anticipated slower credit
growth and reduced interest
margins influenced by the
macroeconomic headwinds. Still,
banking sector leaders stress
that their improved balance
sheets position them well to
weather short-term
disturbances linked to 

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/us-banks-that-fueled-ireland-s-finance-rebound-face-tariff-angst-11750407706965.html
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financial and economic activity.

Proposals under discussion
include streamlining compliance
requirements to reduce
operational costs and
incentivizing investments in
critical areas such as housing and
transport infrastructure. Such
steps are viewed as essential to
buffering the economy against
external shocks and maintaining
Ireland’s attractiveness as a base
for multinational investment.

Looking Ahead: Balancing Risks
and Opportunities

While US-imposed tariffs pose a
significant challenge to Ireland’s
economic model built on global
financial integration, the country
enters this period of uncertainty
from a position of relative
strength. Vigorous corporate tax
revenues, sustained foreign
investment inflows, and a robust
banking system provide buffers
that can absorb moderate
shocks.

However, prolonged or
intensified trade disputes could
force difficult adjustments,
including slower growth, tighter
credit conditions, and volatility in
financial markets that banks must
navigate carefully.

Keeping this balance requires
coordinated action by
policymakers, regulators, banks,
multinationals, and other
stakeholders to manage risks
proactively, maintain investor
confidence, and foster resilient
economic and financial systems.

tariffs, provided trade conflicts
do not escalate further.

Economic and Market
Responses: Cautious Investment
and Frontloading

Data from corporate and banking
sources reveal that many large
multinational companies have
temporarily paused new
investment decisions amid tariff
uncertainties. Some firms resort
to frontloading exports to shield
against anticipated tariff hikes,
but these strategies only offer
limited, short-term relief.

This cautious environment
affects banking sector credit
demand as corporate clients
defer expansion plans, and
consumer confidence softens.
While domestic demand remains
supported by a relatively tight
labor market and rising real
incomes, uncertainty casts a
shadow over near-term growth
prospects.

The interlinked nature of Ireland’s
economy—with significant
exposure to both the US and the
European Union markets—means
the evolving tariff landscape
could also undermine Ireland’s
position as a preferred gateway
for foreign firms seeking EU
market access post-Brexit.

Government and Regulators
Advocate Prudence Amid
Challenges

The Irish government and
financial regulators remain
vigilant in addressing these risks. 

Finance Minister Paschal of the
banking system, Donohoe
recently marked the country’s
sale of remaining state shares in
AIB as a major milestone in
restoring full private ownership
underscoring confidence in
Ireland’s financial sector stability.
Meanwhile, the Central Bank of
Ireland continues to emphasize
the importance of maintaining
prudent risk management among
financial institutions, monitoring
credit exposures, and ensuring
operational resilience to shocks
stemming from geopolitical
developments. Governor Gabriel
Makhlouf warned of the uncertain
trajectory of US tariffs and
countermoves by trade partners,
signaling the necessity for
preparedness in financial
markets.

Regulatory bodies also prioritize
safeguarding the real estate
sector, which could be vulnerable
to reduced financing options if
global capital market conditions
deteriorate due to sustained
geopolitical tensions. Irish banks
and non-bank financial lenders
engaged in real estate financing
remain a focal area for
supervisory oversight.

Industry Calls for Regulatory
Simplification and Infrastructure
Investment

In response to the tariff angst,
industry stakeholders, including
the international banks'
federation, are advocating for
measures aimed at regulatory
simplification and enhanced
infrastructure to support 

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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The U.S. small business sector, a
vital engine for employment and
growth, has shown remarkable
resilience in the first half of
2025. 
Despite broader economic
uncertainties and complex
macroeconomic dynamics—
including inflation, tariffs, and
supply chain issues—small
business employment has held 

steady, demonstrating cautious
optimism among owners and
employees alike.

Stability Amid Economic
Challenges

Data from various sources,
including the Paychex Small
Business Employment Watch
and the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, illustrate a largely
stable labor market for U.S.
businesses with 50 employees
or fewer. Employment changes
in this segment registered less
than half a percentage point
through the first six months of
the year, marking a period of
minimal volatility for small
employers. This stability
contrasts with 
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By Kathy Malouf

U.S. Small Business Employment Holds Steady
Through First Half of 2025 Amid Economic
Uncertainties
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some broader labor market
softening experienced in other
parts of the economy in mid-
2025.

John Gibson, President and CEO
of Paychex, highlighted the
impressive resilience, stating,
“Regardless of an uncertain and
dynamic macroenvironment, the
small business labor market
remains stable and
fundamentally healthy.” 
This stability reflects a “wait-
and-see” approach adopted by
many small business owners,
who are taking measured steps
in hiring decisions while
weighing factors like tariffs,
inflation, and taxes.

Employment Dynamics: Growth
and Turnover

The ongoing health of the small
business employment
landscape is underpinned by
dynamic labor market
movements. According to the
U.S. Small Business
Administration’s 2025 profile,
there are approximately 36.2
million small businesses
employing 62.3 million people,
representing around 45.9
percent of total U.S.
employment. These companies
range widely across sectors
such as construction,
professional services,
healthcare, and retail.

Employment expansions at
about 2.1 million small-business
establishments slightly outpaced
contractions at 2.0 million,
resulting in a net increase of
roughly 1.2 million small
business jobs during this
timeframe. Net job gains from
small enterprises accounted for
nearly 89 percent of the total
U.S. net job increase,
underscoring their significant
contribution to overall
employment growth.

Sectoral Employment
Contributions

Small businesses show varying
employment footprints across
industries. Construction and
other service sectors have some
of the highest proportions of
small business employment, with
construction seeing over 80
percent of its workforce
employed by small firms.
Meanwhile, professional,
scientific, and technical services
accounted for over five million
small business employees,
constituting more than half the
workers in that field.

The diverse composition of small
business employment reflects
both regional and sectoral
economic conditions, allowing
for localized growth despite
national uncertainties.

Wage Growth and Financial
Health

Alongside employment stability,
hourly earnings for small
business workers increased 

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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moderately, trending at
approximately 2.79 percent in
the first half of 2025. This wage
growth adds a positive
dimension to labor market
conditions, helping to sustain
consumer purchasing power for
households dependent on small
business employment.

Nevertheless, concerns remain
about the broader economic
environment, which has driven
cautious investment and hiring
behavior. 

Small business owners face
persistent pressures from
inflation, rising business costs,
and regulatory challenges.
Industry feedback points to
inflation, quality of labor, taxes,
and labor costs as among the
top challenges confronting small
enterprises in 2025.

Business Sentiment and Future
Outlook

The MetLife & U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Small Business Index
for Q2 2025 reports increased
confidence relative to the
previous quarter, though it
remains below the levels seen a
year earlier. 

Approximately 42 percent of
small business owners expect to
increase staffing in the coming
year, up from 37 percent last
quarter. At the same time, 65
percent anticipate revenue
growth, stable quarter-over-
quarter but 
down from 73 percent a year
prior.

This cautious optimism is
reflective of a labor market
adapting to persistent
uncertainty. Small business
operators appear to be
balancing growth aspirations
with prudence, wary of
economic headwinds yet
hopeful about sustained
recovery prospects.

Challenges and Adaptations

Despite the overall stability,
small businesses are navigating
a complex environment marked
by ongoing threats from
inflation, supply chain
disruptions, and shifting
regulatory landscapes. Hiring
difficulties persist due to labor
shortages and skills mismatches
in some regions and sectors.

Legal and operational
challenges also weigh heavily on
small businesses.
According to recent studies, the
majority of businesses face
litigation risks, with litigation
costs adding substantial
financial strain. These factors,
combined with fluctuating
demand and competitive
pressures from larger firms,
shape the hiring and expansion
strategies of small business
owners.

Policy and Support Implications

The federal and state
governments continue to
emphasize support for the small
business sector through various
programs and policies aimed at
facilitating access to capital, 

reducing regulatory burdens, and
enhancing workforce training. The
Small Business Administration
remains a key player in delivering
resources and data to empower
entrepreneurs and small
employers.

Economic policymakers monitor
small business employment as a
crucial indicator of economic
health and resilience, given that
these enterprises generate about
two-thirds of net new jobs in the
U.S.

A Sector Poised for Cautious
Growth

Small businesses have
demonstrated an impressive
ability to maintain employment
levels through the first half of
2025 despite an economic
landscape filled with
uncertainties. The sector’s
measured approach to hiring
reflects a strategic effort to
balance growth ambitions with
the realities of inflationary
pressures and unpredictable
macroeconomic influences.

John Gibson summarized the
prevailing mood succinctly:
“We’re seeing many organizations
take a more measured approach
to strategic decision making—
including hiring—as business
owners wait for great clarity on
macro issues such as tariffs,
inflation, and taxes.” This stance
suggests that while small
business employment may not
surge dramatically in the short
term, it remains a steady and vital
pillar of the U.S. economy.
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Mexico Threatens Countermeasures if US Keeps
50% Metal Tariffs Amid Trade Tensions
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In a rapidly escalating trade
dispute, 
Mexico has warned the United
States that it will impose
retaliatory measures if the US
maintains its recently doubled 

tariffs on metal imports
reaching 50 percent. 
The heightened tariffs,
announced by President Donald
Trump and implemented on
June 4, 2025, 

have intensified tensions
between the two longstanding
trade partners, challenging the
stability of North American
supply chains and economic
cooperation.

By Mandilee Hecht

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Background: The Doubling of US
Metal Tariffs

On June 3, 2025, President
Trump issued a proclamation
that effectively doubled the US
Section 232 tariffs on imports of
steel, aluminum, and related
derivative products from 25
percent to 50 percent. This
marked a severe escalation in
restrictive trade policy targeting
countries including Mexico and
Canada, with the tariffs applying
indefinitely unless changed by a
future presidential
proclamation.
The proclamation narrowed
exceptions previously in place
under the International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), ensuring that almost
all steel and aluminum imports
from Mexico would face the
increased 50 percent tariff
starting June 4, 2025. This policy
shift came amid broader efforts
by the Trump administration to
revamp US trade agreements
and address perceived unfair
trade practices, particularly
referencing issues such as illegal 

immigration and supply chain
security.

Mexico’s Position and Threat of
Retaliation

Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum responded swiftly to
the tariff hike, stating the
country would enact
countermeasures if the US
maintained the 50 percent
tariffs. Sheinbaum emphasized
that Mexico seeks a negotiated
solution but remains prepared
to defend its national interests
in the face of what it views as
unjust trade aggression.

“If no resolution is reached and
the United States persists with
the 50 percent metal tariffs,
Mexico will be forced to take
appropriate countermeasures,”
Sheinbaum declared,
highlighting the serious
diplomatic and economic
ramifications escalating
between the two nations.

Mexican officials have
expressed disappointment with 

the unilateral nature of the tariff
increase, calling it a violation of
the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA)
provisions, which aim to foster
free and fair trade. Mexico’s
Secretary of Economy, Marcelo
Ebrard, labeled the tariffs a
“flagrant violation” of the trade
pact and insisted that Mexico
prefers dialogue and
collaboration to solve
differences.

Impact on Bilateral Trade and
Industries

The tariffs impose significant
costs on metal-dependent
sectors in Mexico, which exports
substantial quantities of steel
and aluminum to the US for use
in automotive, manufacturing,
and construction industries. The
doubling of tariff rates risks
disrupting integrated supply
chains that have been built
under decades of cooperation
and paved the way for
substantial economic ties.
Mexican industrial leaders warn
that higher costs could lead to
reduced competitiveness for
Mexican firms and consequent
ripple effects on employment
and economic growth. Moreover,
the increased tariffs complicate
the business environment for US
companies manufacturing in
Mexico or sourcing components
from Mexican suppliers.
Mexico’s government has
outlined efforts to mitigate the
impact domestically by 

increasing production of key
staples such as corn, rice, and 

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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refined oil products toreduce
dependency on US imports.
However, the tariffs on metals
remain a direct challenge
requiring urgent bilateral
attention.

Negotiations and Potential for
Resolution

Despite the threat of retaliatory
tariffs, dialogue remains open.
Reuters reported on June 10,
2025, that the United States and
Mexico were close to negotiating
a deal to potentially reduce or
eliminate the 50 percent tariffs
on Mexican steel imports up to a
certain volume threshold. The
deal, if finalized, would allow
Mexican steel imports below this
volume cap to enter the US
tariff-free, preserving critical
trade flows.

Larry Fink, CEO of BlackRock,
underscored the importance of
such trade negotiations,
emphasizing that stable trilateral
trade relations underpin
economic resilience in North
America. Industry groups in both
countries have called for
expedited agreements to
prevent further disruptions and
foster investment confidence.

Yet, the negotiations have so far
been fragile amid broader
tensions over border security,
immigration policies, and other
trade disputes. The tariffs are
intertwined with political
rhetoric used by the Trump
administration to exert pressure,
complicating a purely economic
resolution.

Broader Context: Section 232
Tariffs and Trade Policy

The controversial Section 232
tariffs trace back to a 1962 US
trade law allowing the president
to impose tariffs for reasons of
national security. The Trump
administration has applied this
rationale broadly, citing
dependence on foreign steel and
aluminum as a vulnerability
threatening US defense and
industrial capacity.

Critics argue that the tariffs
violate international trade norms
and have sparked retaliation from
numerous US trading partners,
disrupting global supply chains
and increasing manufacturing
costs. Notably, 
Canada and Mexico have
previously imposed reciprocal
tariffs on US goods in response,
heightening economic
uncertainties.

The recent tariff hike to 50
percent matches earlier US
moves targeting Chinese steel
imports and signals a hardline
stance in ongoing global trade
disputes.

Official Statements and
Economic Outlook

In addition to Sheinbaum’s direct
warnings, Mexico’s Secretary of
Economy Marcelo Ebrard
commented on the necessity of
preserving the “mutual respect”
essential for sustained economic
partnership and advocated for
task forces to negotiate solutions 

addressing US concerns without
punitive tariffs.

From the US side, administration
officials underscore that tariffs
serve to protect American
workers and industries while
encouraging regional
manufacturing and border
security enhancements.
Economists caution that
prolonged tariff standoffs risk
undermining competitiveness,
raising consumer prices, and
potentially spilling over to other
sectors beyond metals. They
stress the importance of swift
diplomatic engagement to
prevent escalation that could
erode decades of economic
integration under NAFTA’s
successor, USMCA.

A Delicate Balancing Act

Mexico’s threat of
countermeasures against the US
50 percent metal tariffs
epitomizes the fraught dynamics
shaping North American trade
relations in 2025. While both
sides recognize the value of their
economic ties, these
protectionist policies risk
unintended disruptions with
wide-reaching consequences.
The coming weeks will be critical
as Mexico and the US navigate
negotiations, balancing national
interests with the practical need
for cooperative trade
frameworks. The success or
failure of these talks will influence
not only metal tariffs but also
broader economic and
diplomatic relations across the
continent.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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The much-anticipated UK-US
trade deal officially came into
effect on June 30, 2025,
delivering significant tariff
reductions for the UK’s
automotive and aerospace
industries when exporting to the
United States. This landmark
trade agreement brings
immediate financial relief to
sectors critical to the British 

economy, safeguarding
thousands of jobs and
enhancing the global
competitiveness of these
flagship industries.

Major Reduction in Tariffs for
UK Automotive Exports

Under the new trade deal, tariffs
on British-made cars exported 

to the US have been slashed
from 27.5% to a reduced rate of
10%, with a quota allowing up to
100,000 vehicles annually to
enter the US market at this
preferential tariff rate. 

This is a substantial decrease
that promises to save British car
manufacturers hundreds of
millions of pounds every year.

By John Ruehl

UK-US Trade Deal Kicks into Gear: Immediate
Tariff Cuts for UK Auto and Aerospace Sectors

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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The previous tariff level of 27.5%
had placed a heavy burden on
UK car exporters, making
vehicles less competitive in the
lucrative US market —
traditionally one of the largest
export destinations for UK
automobiles. With this
agreement, British automotive
companies gain a powerful
advantage to expand sales and
strengthen their market share.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
welcomed the deal, describing it
as a “historic trade deal with the
United States” that “delivers for
British businesses and protects
UK jobs.” He stressed, “From
today, our world-class
automotive and aerospace
industries will see tariffs
slashed, safeguarding key
industries that are vital to our
economy.”

Aerospace Sector Benefits from
Complete Tariff Removal

The aerospace sector has 

received a particularly large
boost from the deal, with the
10% tariffs previously imposed
on aircraft engines, parts, and
related goods now fully
removed. This elimination of
tariffs applies to products
crucial to manufacturers such
as Rolls Royce and other
suppliers in the UK aerospace
ecosystem.

Business and Trade Secretary
Jonathan Reynolds underscored
the importance of this
development, saying the
removal “saves sectors
hundreds of millions each year
and safeguards thousands of
jobs.” He emphasized that the
deal is a “clear example of our
Plan for Change in action:
cutting costs for businesses,
speeding up delivery of trade
benefits, and helping UK
industries thrive in a challenging
global environment.”

Kevin Craven, CEO of ADS, the
trade organization representing 

the aerospace, defense, security,
and space sectors, also
commented that the tariff relief
is “welcome news to the industry
and regulatory bodies alike,”
highlighting how the reduction
enhances the competitiveness of
UK aerospace firms globally.

Economic and Employment
Impact

The tariff cuts are expected to
have a meaningful economic
impact, preserving hundreds of
thousands of jobs that rely on
the vitality of the automotive
and aerospace sectors. Car
manufacturing and aerospace
engineering are among the UK’s
high-value export industries,
both of which contribute
significantly to economic growth,
innovation, and regional
employment.

The UK government highlighted
that the deal will help ensure
that British manufacturers
remain at the cutting edge of
global innovation and
excellence, particularly in
aerospace manufacturing where
technology leadership is a key
selling point.

Details of the Trade Deal
Mechanism

The UK-US trade agreement
operates with specific features
designed to balance market 
access with domestic
protections. The automotive
export allowances are capped
with a quota of 100,000 UK cars
per year entering the US at the 

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-tariffs-live-updates-eu-canada-retaliate-as-25-steel-aluminum-tariffs-take-effect-191201703.html
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reduced 10% tariff rate. Vehicles
shipped beyond this quota will
attract the higher rate of 27.5%,
which acts as a ceiling on the
volume allowed preferential
access.

Critically, this quota closely
matches the number of UK cars
exported to the US in 2024,
indicating an intention to
protect current export levels
while enabling growth within this
framework.

Aside from automotive and
aerospace tariff reductions, the
deal is part of a broader effort to
foster economic cooperation
between the UK and the US,
although it does not constitute a
full free trade agreement.
Rather, it is a foundational
framework with scope for
further negotiations and
expansion of trade benefits in
the future.

Industry Reactions and Business
Confidence

Industry leaders have hailed the
agreement as an important step
forward amid a complex global
trade environment. The tariff
relief lowers barriers that had
constrained UK manufacturers
and allowed them to better
compete with rival producers
from other countries.

Jonathan Reynolds stated, “We
agreed this deal with the US to
protect jobs and support growth
in some of our most vital sectors
— and today, we’re delivering on
that promise for the UK’s world-

class automotive and aerospace
industries.” This positive
momentum is expected to
bolster confidence in
investment and expansion plans
within these sectors.

Political and Diplomatic
Significance

The deal marks a notable
success for the UK
government’s post-Brexit trade
strategy, emphasizing
independent trade policymaking
aimed at strengthening
economic ties with key partners
beyond the European Union.

Keir Starmer said the
government will “always act in
the national interest — backing
British businesses and workers,
delivering on our Plan for
Change.” The agreement
demonstrates the UK’s
commitment to securing
favorable trading conditions
globally while balancing
domestic economic priorities.

Looking Ahead: Opportunities
and Challenges

While the immediate tariff cuts
provide clear benefits, the
deal’s capped quota system
signals limits on expansion
potential in the US market. 

British car manufacturers will
need to navigate these caps
carefully, potentially focusing
on higher-value models or niche
segments to maximize returns
within the set volume
constraints.

Moreover, the deal does not
address tariffs on other UK
exports such as steel and
aluminum, which remain under
the US’s broader tariff regime.
Such sectors may continue to
seek relief in future
negotiations.

The UK and US governments are
expected to continue talks
aiming to deepen trade
cooperation, reduce non-tariff
barriers, and explore
agreements that could cover
additional sectors and services,
thus expanding economic
integration over time.

The UK-US trade deal that took
effect on June 30, 2025,
represents a significant
milestone in strengthening
commercial ties between the
two nations. With immediate
and substantial tariff cuts for
the UK’s automotive and
aerospace sectors, it offers
economic relief, job protection,
and enhanced global
competitiveness. 

Political leaders and industry
stakeholders alike have
welcomed the deal as a major
win for British exporters.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
summarized the milestone: “Our
historic trade deal with the
United States delivers for
British businesses and protects
UK jobs.” It's a strategic step
forward, positioning the UK well
in the global trade landscape
amid ongoing international
uncertainties.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-us-trade-deal-kicks-into-gear-immediate-tariff-cuts-for-uk-auto-and-aerospace-sectors
https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Wall Street closed sharply higher
recently, with the S&P 500 index
approaching its all-time record
high, driven by easing
geopolitical risks in the Middle
East and optimism over strong
corporate earnings. Investor
confidence was buoyed by the
cooling of tensions following
earlier threats in the region,
alongside steady economic data
and positive signals from major
U.S. companies reporting robust
quarterly results.

Market Rally Fueled by
Geopolitical Calm and Earnings 

Strength

The U.S. stock markets
responded positively as reports
emerged that potential conflicts
in the Middle East subsided,
alleviating investor fears of
disruption to global energy
supplies or trade routes, often
catalysts for volatility in
markets. 

This easing of geopolitical
tensions gave equities a
significant lift, prompting
investors to return to risk
assets.

At the same time, the broader
optimism was underpinned by
strong corporate earnings
growth. Many S&P 500
companies reported higher-
than-anticipated profits in
recent quarters, particularly in
sectors such as technology,
healthcare, and communication
services. 
Quarterly earnings growth for
S&P 500 firms has been
impressive, with an average
increase of around 13.6% year
over year for the first quarter of
2025, well above the five-year
average.

By Eric Gahagan

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
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Industry leaders in tech and
healthcare have driven much of
this momentum, contributing to
sustained advances in major
indexes. For example, the health
care sector registered a
remarkable 43% earnings
increase in recent reporting
periods, amplifying market
confidence.

S&P 500 Approaches All-Time
High, Nasdaq Also Strengthens

The S&P 500, a key benchmark for
U.S. equities, edged closer to its
previous all-time high of 6,144.15
points, first set in February 2025.
Recent trading sessions have seen
the index set multiple record
closing highs, reflecting sustained 

investor enthusiasm. The Nasdaq
Composite also performed
strongly, benefiting from gains in
major technology firms and other
growth-oriented stocks.

According to market analysts, the
S&P 500 has gained
approximately 7% so far in 2025,
and the Nasdaq by nearly 9%,
signaling a robust upward
trajectory. 

The gains come despite ongoing
macroeconomic uncertainties,
including tariff-related tensions
and inflation concerns.

Experts from UBS have recently
revised their year-end target for
the S&P 500 upward to 6,000 

points, citing stronger-than-
expected earnings reports and
improving GDP growth
projections as key factors
supporting this outlook.

Investor Sentiment Bolstered by
De-escalation in Middle East

Investors had been cautious amid
concerns over potential
escalation of conflicts in the
Middle East, which could have led
to spikes in energy prices and
broader market instability. 

However, recent diplomatic
efforts and de-escalatory moves
helped ease these fears,
prompting a notable rotation into
stocks.

Business & Finance
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Capital markets responded with
increased buying, particularly in
sectors sensitive to geopolitical
developments, as traders
anticipated a more stable
environment for global trade
and energy supplies. Financial
experts noted that the return of
calm in the Middle East was a
critical factor in enabling risk
appetite to improve.

One portfolio manager
commented, “The de-escalation
in the Middle East is a relief for
markets. It removes a significant
overhang on risk assets and
allows investors to focus on
fundamentals and earnings,
which have been strong,”
highlighting the geopolitical 

influence on recent market
dynamics.

Corporate Earnings and
Economic Indicators Support
Optimism

The market advance is also
supported by solid
fundamentals. Many of the
largest companies in the S&P
500, especially in technology
and consumer discretionary
sectors, beat analysts'
expectations for revenue and
profits. High-profile firms like
Alphabet (Google), Amazon, and
Microsoft have continued to
post strong performance,
reinforcing confidence.
Economic data released in 

recent weeks showed moderate
inflation and resilient consumer
spending, which further helped
sustain bullish sentiment.
Despite some softness in labor
market reports earlier in August,
markets interpreted this as
potential for a more
accommodative Federal
Reserve stance on interest
rates, possibly leading to cuts
later this year to support
growth.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell’s recent statements
indicated a cautious but open
approach to future policy
adjustments, which investors
welcomed as a signal of
balanced monetary policy.

https://washingtoninsider.net/business-finance/
https://www.reuters.com/business/us-stock-futures-rise-after-trump-announces-israel-iran-ceasefire-2025-06-24/
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Broader Market Context and
Future Outlook

While Wall Street’s positive
momentum is clear, analysts
urge caution given lingering
uncertainties. Tariff disputes
remain a topic of concern, with
negotiations ongoing between
the U.S. and key trade partners
such as the European Union,
Mexico, and China. The outcome
of these trade talks will
periodically influence investor
sentiment.

Additionally, inflation remains a
watchpoint; sustained higher
prices could pressure corporate
margins and prompt tighter
monetary policies. Nonetheless,
for now, signs of moderating
inflation and stable consumer
demand have helped markets
maintain their upward course.
Goldman Sachs and other
investment banks forecast
further gains for the S&P 500,
projecting the index could rise
6%-11% over the next six to
twelve months, supported by
expectations of earlier-than-
anticipated Federal Reserve rate
cuts and ongoing 

Sector Performance Highlights

Among S&P 500 sectors,
communication services and
consumer discretionary led
recent gains, with increases of
around 1.9% and 0.6%
respectively in a recent session.
The energy sector also saw
modest gains reflecting stabilized
oil prices after initial volatility due
to Middle East concerns.

Conversely, some sectors like
utilities and consumer staples
were more subdued, reflecting
investors’ preference for growth
and cyclical sectors amid
improving economic conditions.

Investor Caution Amid Mixed
Data

Trading volumes remained
elevated as investors balanced
optimism with caution over mixed
economic signals. The labor
market showed some softening,
with July job creation below
expectations and a slight uptick in
unemployment, leading some to
speculate on the timing of the
next Fed interest rate moves.

Traders are closely watching the
upcoming Federal Reserve policy
announcements and major
corporate earnings releases for 

further clues on economic
direction. Several tech giants and
consumer-facing firms are slated
to report results in the coming
weeks, likely to influence near-
term market performance.

Closing Market Figures

On the most recent trading day,
the S&P 500 closed sharply
higher, gaining over 1%, bringing it
within striking distance of the
record high. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average also advanced,
albeit more modestly, while the
Nasdaq Composite
outperformed, reflecting strength
in major technology stocks.
The positive close marks a
reversal from earlier summer
volatility and highlights the
market’s resilience amid
geopolitical and economic
uncertainties.
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https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/index/S-P-500-4985/news/Wall-St-ends-sharply-higher-S-P-500-nears-record-high-as-Middle-East-tensions-cool-50324586/
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On June 23, 2025, Canada and
the European Union took a
significant step toward
strengthening their strategic
partnership by signing a
comprehensive Security and
Defence Partnership in Brussels.
The pact arrives amid growing
geopolitical tensions, strained
US-Canada relations under the
Trump administration, and
increasing global instability,
signaling a drive by both parties
to diversify their defence
collaboration beyond traditional
frameworks.

A Forward-Looking Framework
for Security and Defence
Cooperation

The new partnership provides a
comprehensive foundation to
deepen collaboration on:

Cybersecurity and hybrid
threats, an increasingly
critical frontier of modern
conflict
Maritime security, including
coordinated naval activities
and protection of critical sea
lanes

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney and European Council
President António Costa,
alongside EU High
Representative Kaja Kallas,
formalized the agreement,
marking what both sides
describe as a historic deepening
of transatlantic security
cooperation. The partnership
aims to build a robust
framework for working jointly
across a broad array of defence
and security domains, reflecting
mutual interests and shared
democratic values.
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Space and emerging disruptive
technologies, acknowledging the
growing importance of these
strategic domains

Defence procurement
collaboration designed to
facilitate joint weapons
development and acquisition
Crisis management, counter-
terrorism, and non-
proliferation efforts
Support for Ukraine amidst
Russia’s ongoing war of
aggression, emphasizing
solidarity and collective
responsibility

Kaja Kallas, EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, described the
pact as “a major step forward at a
time of rising global tensions,”
stressing that it “will deepen our
defence ties and unlock new
avenues for cooperation.” She
further highlighted the
importance of coordinated
defence efforts in addressing new
and traditional security
challenges.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
emphasized Canada’s strategic
vision to diversify defence
partnerships, stating, “In an era
marked by global unpredictability
and uncertainty in Washington,
Canada must build resilient and
multifaceted alliances. This
partnership with the EU allows us
to deliver NATO capability targets
more rapidly and effectively.”

Diversifying Defence
Procurement and Industrial
Cooperation

A key element of the partnership
is the facilitation of joint
procurement and defence
industry collaboration. Under this
framework, Canada aims to gain
access to the EU’s Security Action
for Europe (SAFE) instrument, part
of the European Commission’s
€800 billion ReArm Europe
initiative designed to boost
European defence spending and
procurement.

Negotiations will now proceed
toward a bilateral agreement
enabling Canadian defence firms
to participate alongside European
manufacturers in capability
development and joint
acquisitions. This marks an
important diversification from
Canada’s historical dependence
on American defence
procurement — currently, around
75% of Canadian defence
spending supports US
manufacturers.

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen
underscored the partnership’s
industrial dimension, noting,
“Canada’s involvement in joint
procurement and investment will
enhance technological innovation
and defence industrial
cooperation on both sides of the
Atlantic.”

Maritime Security and Arctic
Defence: Shared Priorities

Given Canada’s geographical
position and the EU’s expanding
maritime ambitions, coordinated
naval operations and Arctic
security have emerged as priority 

areas of collaboration. Canada is
striving to bolster its role as a key
player in Arctic defence, a region
of renewed strategic competition
amid climate change and resource
exploration
.
The partnership envisions joint
maritime security exercises,
shared situational awareness, and
intelligence sharing to safeguard
sea lanes critical for trade, energy
flows, and global stability.

Context: Strained US-Canada
Relations and Changing
Transatlantic Dynamics

This defence pact also reflects a
subtle but significant
recalibration within the Western
security architecture. Relations
between Canada and the United
States have experienced
tensions under President Donald
Trump’s administration, with
disputes over trade, border
policies, and perceived US
unpredictability causing
Canadian policymakers to
emphasize the need for
diversified alliances.

An anonymous EU official noted,
“The EU-Canada pact is a quiet
but deliberate move towards a
more multipolar Western
strategic order, one less reliant
on Washington’s leadership
alone.” This echoes a broader
European ambition to solidify
strategic autonomy while
remaining a committed NATO
member.

Canada’s Prime Minister Carney
framed this moment as a choice 
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between fading nostalgia for a
fixed post-Cold War order and
proactively building “a new
world with purpose and
partnerships.”

Broader Implications:
Reinforcing NATO While
Expanding Strategic Options

Though NATO remains the
cornerstone of transatlantic
security, intra-alliance divisions
and differing threat perceptions
have prompted allies like Canada
and the EU to seek
complementary platforms. This
new Security and Defence
Partnership reinforces NATO’s
goals but creates a parallel
channel to accelerate capability
development, industrial
cooperation, and operational
readiness.

The pact also sends a message
of unity and resilience amid
ongoing crises, such as Russia’s
war in Ukraine and instability
spilling from the Middle East and
Indo-Pacific regions.
Cooperation on hybrid and
cyber threats is particularly
timely given recent waves of
state-sponsored cyberattacks
across allied nations.

Economic and Trade
Dimensions: Building Toward a
Comprehensive Partnership

Alongside security ties, the
Canada-EU relationship
continues thriving economically,
with bilateral trade under the
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) 

commitment of Canada and the
EU to address modern security
challenges collectively, creating
opportunities for innovation and
job growth.”

Challenges and Outlook

While hailed as a landmark accord,
the partnership must navigate:

Complex transatlantic political
landscapes with fluctuating
US policies
Internal EU debates regarding
defence spending and
strategic priorities
Ensuring security of supply
and reciprocity in industrial
cooperation
Aligning different national
procurement regulations and
defense standards

Nevertheless, analysts view the
deal as a prescient move
enhancing both parties’ strategic
autonomy and reinforcing the
West’s ability to adapt to a volatile
geopolitical environment.

This Security and Defence
Partnership between Canada
and the European Union
represents a significant stride in
building a resilient and
diversified transatlantic defence
architecture. As global instability
rises and traditional alliances
face strain, this pact offers a
blueprint for enhanced
collaboration in defence
technology, crisis response, and
strategic autonomy, signaling a
new era of Canada-EU relations
anchored by mutual trust and
shared security commitments.

increasing by 71% since 2017.
The two sides indicated
intentions to deepen
cooperation in digital trade,
clean technologies, AI
development, and critical raw
materials supply chains.

The partnership’s broader
ambition is thus to dovetail
economic resilience with
security preparedness,
underpinning the rules-based
international order amid rising
authoritarian challenges.

Officials Outline Ambitious
Next Steps

Immediately following the
signing, key officials outlined
urgent next steps:

Launching talks for Canada’s
full participation in the SAFE
procurement instrument
Establishing administrative
arrangements between
Canada and the European
Defence Agency to facilitate
coordination
Increasing personnel
exchanges and placing a
Canadian defence
representative within EU
institutions
Further integrating cyber
defence and counter-hybrid
threat cooperation
Expanding dialogue on
industrial policy to identify
joint R&D and investment
opportunities

Foreign Minister Anita Anand
emphasized, “This partnership
embodies the shared 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/23/canada-eu-defense-trump-us-allies
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202506/26/WS685cb6b0a310a04af22c8a3d.html
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Europeans Map Out Pacific Aims as Some in US
Want Them to Stay Home
By Henry Nicholas

recent Shangri-La Dialogue,
Asia’s largest defense summit,
held in Singapore, where a
record number of European
officials and leaders attended to
underscore their commitment to
the Indo-Pacific security arena.

States advocate for their
European allies to concentrate
solely on continental defense. 

This unfolding dynamic at the
heart of transatlantic relations
was vividly illustrated at the 

In an evolving global security
landscape, 
European countries are
increasingly staking their claims
and ambitions in the Pacific
region, even as certain factions
within the United 
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without any restriction... how
would you phrase what would
happen in Taiwan,” Macron stated
during his keynote, highlighting
the parallels in threats faced by
Europe and Asia.

European powers, including the
United Kingdom, Italy, and France,
have demonstrated tangible
commitment by deploying naval
vessels to the Indo-Pacific,
including patrols through the
sensitive Taiwan Strait region,
signaling a readiness to support
deterrence against coercion from
China.

US Skepticism and Calls to Focus
on Europe

This European activism in the
Pacific contrasts with a growing 

sentiment within parts of the US
government, particularly the
Pentagon, that European allies
should reduce their ambitions
beyond their traditional borders
and reinforce their military
presence closer to home. The
clearest articulation of this view
came from US Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth during his remarks
at the summit.

Hegseth said pointedly during a
question-and-answer session,
“We would much prefer that the
overwhelming balance of
European investment be on that
continent,” referring to Europe
itself. His remarks punctuated a
critical juncture; after years of
approximating a shared
transatlantic approach on Indo-
Pacific matters, US policy under 

the current administration is
pivoting toward encouraging
Europeans to take on more
responsibility for European
defense.

While this stance includes some
openness to European
engagement in Asia, it primarily
serves the US interest in
preserving its own military
resources for priority theaters,
notably the Pacific, to counter
what it perceives as an existential
challenge from China.

The Context: US Strategic
Realignment and European
Recalibration

This shift aligns with a broader
strategic realignment in
Washington. The US is actively
planning and executing a
reallocation of military resources
from Europe to the Indo-Pacific,
reflecting its declared "pivot to
Asia" that gained prominence in
past administrations but is now
more concretely implemented.

According to recent defense
budget data, the US Congress
appropriated roughly $11.5 billion
for the Pacific Deterrence
Initiative in fiscal 2023, nearly
doubling the initial request and
significantly outpacing
allocations for European defense
initiatives in the same period. This
budget emphasis underscores
the prioritization of Indo-Pacific
deterrence over European
theater posture.

American policymakers also
envision a reduced US troop 
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presence in Europe, outsourcing a
greater share of conventional
defense responsibilities to NATO
allies. 

This approach is epitomized by
ideological documents like
"Project 2025," which advocate
that European allies should "field
the great majority of conventional
forces required to deter Russia,"
while the US focuses its
deterrence on more existential
threats such as China.

European Responses: Navigating
Shared Threats and Diverging
Expectations

The European response to US
calls for a more Europe-centric
military posture has been
nuanced but assertive. Many
European officials at the Shangri-
La Dialogue emphasized the
interconnected nature of global
security and the risk of decoupling
regional defense postures.

Gilberto Teodoro, the Philippines'
Secretary of National Defense,
observed the emerging
convergence by stating, “This is a
convergence zone right now... We
see a lot of European advocacy
and a lot of American advocacy,”
reflecting the complex interplay
between US desires and European
ambitions.

European leaders recognize the
growing intertwining of European
and Indo-Pacific security. The war
in Ukraine has underscored how
conflict in one region, such as
Eastern Europe, has
repercussions that echo in Asia, 

where China's assertiveness and
Russia's alliance intersect. This
drives Europeans to argue that
their efforts in the Pacific are not
ancillary but integral to their
overall security strategy.

Even amid US skepticism, there
remains recognition within the
Pentagon that European
presence in the Indo-Pacific has a
deterrent value. Hegseth himself
acknowledged, 

“There is something to be said for
the fact that China calculates the
possibility and does not
appreciate the presence of other
countries on occasion," signaling
that European military activity in
the region complicates Beijing’s
strategic calculus.

The Broader Implications for
Transatlantic Relations

This evolving debate has
profound implications for NATO
and the future of transatlantic
alliances. The US’s strategic
retrenchment from Europe to
Asia potentially redefines the
burden-sharing models within
NATO and calls for Europe to
assume enhanced roles in its
traditional neighborhood.

However, this transition is fraught
with challenges. A survey of
European security experts
conveyed deep concerns about
the stability of the alliance should
the US fully disengage from
European security. This has
provoked discussion about the
need for Europe to develop a
more autonomous defense 

capability to safeguard its
interests independently.

At the same time, American
policymakers are aware of the
risks tied to a rapid
disengagement or diminished
commitment to Europe's
security. Abrupt shifts could
destabilize the continent and the
alliance framework, while the
threat of abandonment is also
used by the US as leverage to
negotiate greater defense
spending and policy alignment
among European allies.

The 2025 Shangri-La Dialogue
epitomized the complexities and
frictions in current transatlantic
relations concerning security
responsibilities in the Indo-Pacific
and Europe. European nations are
visibly staking a claim and
planning their strategic future in
the Pacific, asserting that their
role in Asian security is
indispensable. Meanwhile, parts
of the US government urge a
recalibration that would see
Europe concentrate its resources
at home, allowing the US to focus
more exclusively on the Pacific
challenge.

This dynamic illustrates not only
the contest for influence
between the US and China but
also a significant moment for
allied cooperation and burden-
sharing in an increasingly
multipolar world. The path
forward will require delicate
balancing by European nations
between responding to US policy
priorities and asserting their own
emerging global ambitions.

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clymn8zyrp9o
https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2025/06/03/europeans-map-out-pacific-aims-as-some-in-us-want-them-to-stay-home/
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The Pentagon has launched a
comprehensive review of the
AUKUS security agreement, a
trilateral pact between the United
States, Australia, 
and the United Kingdom focused
on 

collaboration over nuclear-
powered submarines and
advanced military technologies. 

Initiated under the Biden
administration but now
scrutinized under the Trump 

administration’s second term,
this review reflects a significant
reassessment of U.S. strategic
priorities in the Indo-Pacific
region, emphasizing alignment
with a renewed "America First"
defense agenda.

Pentagon Reviews AUKUS Submarine Deal with
Australia and Britain Amid Strategic
Reassessment

BY LIAM FLYNN
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The AUKUS Deal: A Strategic
Pillar in the Indo-Pacific

AUKUS, signed in 2021, represents
one of the most ambitious
defense partnerships in recent
history. It aims to strengthen
deterrence against China’s
growing military presence in the
Pacific by empowering Australia
with nuclear-powered submarines
— a capability previously reserved
for a few nations such as the US
and UK. The deal includes not only
the transfer of nuclear propulsion
technology but also cooperative
development of hypersonic
weapons and other cutting-edge
systems.

Australia has committed upwards
of A$368 billion (approximately
US$240 billion) over 30 years
toward this program, which also
involves substantial investment in
U.S. shipyards tasked with
building these submarines. As 

part of the agreement, Australia is
scheduled to acquire up to three
Virginia-class submarines from
the U.S., starting deliveries in the
early 2030s.

The Pentagon’s Review: Context
and Leadership

The review is led by Pentagon
policy chief Elbridge Colby,
known for his cautious stance on
AUKUS and the sale of nuclear
submarines to Australia. Colby
has openly expressed concerns
that expanding nuclear-powered
submarine fleets to allies might
impair the U.S.’s ability to sustain
its own robust undersea warfare
capabilities in the Pacific, which
are critical for countering China's
expanding navy.

A Pentagon spokesperson stated,
“The Department is reviewing
AUKUS as part of ensuring that
this initiative of the previous 

Administration is aligned with the
President’s America First
agenda.” The spokesperson
underscored that the review
would ensure the initiative meets
"common sense, America First
criteria," focusing on the
readiness of U.S. forces and
defense industry priorities.

The timing of this assessment is
pivotal, as it coincides with broad
U.S. strategic shifts away from
Europe toward the Indo-Pacific,
alongside intensified calls from
Washington for allies like
Australia to boost their own
defense spending.

Controversy and Congressional
Reactions

The announcement of the AUKUS
review was met with immediate
backlash from several U.S.
congressional Democrats and
allied governments.
Representative Joe Courtney, a
major supporter of AUKUS in
Congress, warned that
abandoning the pact “will have
far-reaching ramifications” for
U.S. relations with its closest
allies. Senator Jeanne Shaheen,
top Democrat on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
remarked that the review news
“will be met with cheers in
Beijing” and cautioned that
scrapping the deal would “further
tarnish America’s reputation and
raise more questions among our
closest defense partners about
our reliability.”
For Australia and the UK, the pact
is a cornerstone of their long-
term 
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strategic defense posture in the
Indo-Pacific. The UK government
described the ongoing review as
“understandable” but reassured
that it would continue close
collaboration with the U.S. and
Australia on the agreement.

Industrial and Strategic
Implications

The submarine program
incorporated in AUKUS is a boon
for American shipyards,
particularly those on the Eastern
Seaboard, which will receive an
estimated $3 billion in
investments from Australia for
modernizing facilities that
produce nuclear-powered
submarines. However, U.S.
manufacturers presently face a
production bottleneck, struggling
to keep pace with existing
demand from both domestic and
allied navies.

According to defense experts,
nuclear submarines are a limited
and essential asset, and
expanding sales to allies could
strain U.S. capabilities. The
Virginia-class submarines
Australia would receive are
planned in three-year intervals
beginning in 2032, aimed at
replacing Australia's aging Collins-
class submarines and bolstering
regional maritime security.

\What the Review Means for U.S.
Indo-Pacific Strategy

The Pentagon's review seeks to
provide an “empirical and clear-
eyed assessment” to the
President and senior leadership, 

evaluating whether AUKUS aligns
with the current administration’s
strategic framework. This
includes reconciling historic
bipartisan congressional support
for the pact with new priority
shifts emphasizing America’s
defense readiness and industrial
base sustainability.

The review is expected to
conclude by autumn 2025, amid
continued tensions with China,
whose naval fleet exceeds 370
vessels, although the U.S.
maintains technological and
tonnage superiority with over 65
nuclear-powered submarines.

The Broader Geopolitical
Context

AUKUS stands as a central
element in the U.S.-led security
architecture designed to counter
China’s strategic ambitions in the
Indo-Pacific. Its provisions
symbolize a deepening defense
cooperation between trusted
Western allies, reinforcing
deterrence in one of the world's
most contested regions.

The review coincides with
additional developments such as
the UK-Australia Geelong Treaty,
a 50-year legal framework
facilitating submarine technology
transfer under AUKUS,
underscoring the pact’s
momentum despite the scrutiny.

Statements Reflecting the
Review’s Stakes

Pentagon officials and experts
stress the necessity of balancing 

alliance commitments with
domestic defense priorities.
Elbridge Colby articulated that
submarines remain a “limited and
essential resource,” necessitating
careful management of their
distribution.

Meanwhile, congressional
advocates emphasize alliance
cohesion and the strategic
importance of signaling reliability
to partners in the face of
increasing Chinese naval
assertiveness. The stakes
encompass not only military
balance but also diplomatic
credibility and defense industrial
modernization.

The Pentagon’s review of the
AUKUS submarine deal reflects a
critical moment in U.S. defense
policy and global strategic
alignment. As Australia, Britain,
and the United States deliberate
the future of this pillar Indo-
Pacific security pact, the
outcome will significantly
influence regional stability,
alliance strength, and industrial
defense capacities. With tensions
in the Pacific rising and naval
competition intensifying, this
review encapsulates the difficult
balance between sustaining
America’s own defense
capabilities and investing in
cooperative security frameworks
with key allies.

The review’s completion later this
year will provide a clearer picture
of the U.S.’s enduring
commitment to AUKUS and its
strategic vision for Indo-Pacific
maritime dominance.

https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2025/06/11/pentagon-to-review-aukus-submarine-deal-with-australia-and-britain/
https://www.ft.com/content/4a9355d9-4aff-49ec-bf7e-ea21de97917b
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Trump Calls NATO’s Rise to 5% GDP Defense
Spending a ‘Big Win’ for US and the West

BY KATHY MALOUF

NATO’s recent agreement to
increase defense spending to 5
percent of                            member
countries’ gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2035                   has been
hailed as a “big win” by former                     
U.S. President   Donald Trump,
who long pushed for greater
financial 

contributions from the alliance.
This historic commitment, 

announced at the 2025 NATO
Summit in The Hague, signals a
substantial shift in transatlantic
burden-sharing and military
preparedness amid rising
geopolitical tensions, particularly
with Russia.

A New Milestone in NATO
Defense Spending

NATO’s leaders agreed to more 

than double the longstanding
defense spending guideline of 2
percent of GDP, committing to a
5 percent target to be met by
2035. 

This target is split between a
mandatory 3.5 percent portion
for core defense capabilities —
including troops, weapons, and
equipment — and a 1.5 percent
allocation for 
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defense-related areas such as
cybersecurity, infrastructure
protection, and innovation. The
new target reflects an enhanced
emphasis on the alliance’s ability
to deter threats and project
strength in an increasingly
uncertain global environment.

NATO Secretary-General Mark
Rutte described the increased
spending goal as a “quantum
leap” and pointedly thanked
President Trump, noting, “For
long, ally, United States bore too
much of the burden. That changes
today.” This statement highlighted
the longstanding U.S. critique of
European allies’ defense
contributions and the summit’s
effort to address this imbalance

Trump’s Perspective: A “Great
Victory” for the West

Donald Trump, who has openly
criticized NATO allies over
defense spending since his first
term, called the new spending 

commitment a “big win” for both
the United States and Western
security. In his remarks during the
summit, Trump emphasized the
importance of fairly distributing
defense costs among allies. He
said, “It’s a great for everybody I
think. We will equalize shortly, and
that’s the way it has to be.”

Trump’s push for greater
European defense investment
was a core theme of his NATO
policy, driven by his belief that
America was shouldering a
disproportionate share of NATO’s
financial and military burdens. 

The alliance’s endorsement of the
5 percent target is widely seen as
a direct response to his demands
and an attempt to ensure
continued U.S. commitment to
collective defense.

Political and Strategic
Significance of the 5% Target

The 5 percent spending pledge is 

seen not merely as a budgetary
goal but as a potent political
signal of alliance unity and
resolve. It affirms collective
determination to bolster military
capabilities amid unfolding
challenges, notably Russia’s
ongoing threat to Euro-Atlantic
security and broader geopolitical
instability.

Experts note that while the 5
percent figure signals increased
financial investment, it does not
guarantee proportional increases
in military capability or efficiency.
As SIPRI commentary explains,
military spending represents a
flow of current allocations rather
than a direct measure of effective
force or readiness. Additionally,
there are questions about how
member states will allocate
resources across personnel,
equipment, and operations to
maximize deterrence and defense
outcomes.

The NATO commitment also
extends beyond traditional
military expenditures. The 1.5
percent designated for “defense-
related expenditures”
encompasses a broad range of
activities including cyber defense,
critical infrastructure resilience,
and defense innovation, reflecting
the evolving nature of security
threats.

Implementation Challenges and
Diverse Ally Perspectives

Achieving the 5 percent spending
goal by 2035 requires significant
and credible 
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increases in defense budgets
across NATO members. Some
nations, particularly those closer
to Russia or with existing high
military expenditures, are on track
or exceed the current 2 percent
benchmark. Others, including
countries like Spain and Belgium,
have expressed reservations
about rapid increases, citing
economic pressures and
alternative national priorities.

Spain is the most notable
opponent of the heightened
target. 
The Spanish Economy Minister
Carlos Cuerpo stated that Madrid
is committed to meeting its 2.1
percent defense spending goal
but views the 5 percent target as
“misguided.” Belgium’s Prime
Minister Bart de Wever also
indicated skepticism but
described a 3 percent target
within ten years as more realistic
for his country.

Despite these differences, NATO
has committed to an annual
review process culminating in
2029 to assess progress and
adherence to the spending
pledges. This oversight
mechanism is intended to ensure
transparency and accountability
among members as they adjust
budgets.

Wider Implications for
Transatlantic Relations and
Global Security

The decision to elevate defense
spending reflects broader shifts in
global security postures,
especially intensified tensions 

stemming from Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and China’s growing
military assertiveness. The
alliance’s increased investment
aims to strengthen deterrence
against these potential
adversaries, with a renewed
emphasis on hard power and
readiness.

Politically, the increase seeks to
bolster NATO’s internal cohesion
and reassure the United States of
its European partners’
commitment, an effort explicitly
aimed at maintaining the
alliance’s centrality in Western
defense strategy. As one analysis
noted, the spending commitment
signals a preference for
"militarized posture" over
diplomatic or arms control
approaches in the current
strategic environment.

The enhanced budgetary target
also aligns with U.S. goals to
redistribute defense
responsibilities, allowing America
to concentrate resources on
other priorities, including the
Indo-Pacific region where
competition with China is
intensifying. This underscores an
evolving NATO role that balances
traditional European defense
with broader global challenges.

Statements Reflecting
Leadership Views

NATO Secretary-General Mark
Rutte’s remarks underscored the
alliance’s collective shift: “That
changes today,” signaling a
fundamental realignment of
defense burden-sharing and 

alliance commitment.

From the U.S. side, Trump’s
declaration was decisive: “It’s a
great for everybody I think. We
will equalize shortly, and that’s
the way it has to be,” emphasizing
the importance of fairness and
balance within NATO.
Conversely, Spanish Economy
Minister Carlos Cuerpo
articulated his government's
caution: “The debate surrounding
the percentage is misguided,”
reminding that defense spending
must balance ambition with
economic reality.

NATO’s commitment to
increasing defense spending to 5
percent of GDP by 2035 marks a
pivotal moment in the evolution
of the alliance and transatlantic
security policy. Former President
Trump’s repeated calls for fairer
burden-sharing among NATO
members shaped this outcome,
which seeks to reinforce military
readiness against emerging
threats, particularly Russia’s
actions in Europe and broader
geopolitical uncertainties.

While the ambitious target has
been celebrated by many as a
“big win” for the United States
and Western defense, challenges
remain in its implementation
given economic disparities and
political skepticism among some
member states. The coming years
will test the alliance’s ability to
translate financial commitments
into effective and credible
military capabilities, ensuring the
continued security and stability
of the Euro-Atlantic community.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2025/jun/25/nato-donald-trump-mark-rutte-europe-latest-live-news
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/cm2ld0e0rzkt
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Europe continues to exhibit
significant dependence on the
United States for its defence
production and military
capabilities, leaving the continent
“highly vulnerable,” according to a
recent report by the Brussels-
based think tank Bruegel and
related analyses published in
2025. Despite efforts to boost
European defence industry
capacities, critical gaps persist,
especially in high-end weapon
systems and modern military
technologies, fueling concerns
about Europe’s strategic
autonomy amid growing
geopolitical tensions.

Rising European Dependence on
US Defence Equipment

Recent trade data reveal that 
imports of US weapons to Europe
have surged dramatically over
the past few years. Between 2019
and 2021, European Union
member states imported
weapons valued at approximately
$3.4 billion, which more than
doubled to about $8.5 billion in
2022–2024. 

The United States remains the
dominant supplier despite
ongoing debates about long-term
reliance and capability
sufficiency within Europe.
Guntram Wolff, senior fellow at
Bruegel, remarked during the
report's launch that while Europe
has the industrial capacity to
increase production of some 

conventional platforms like tanks
and infantry fighting vehicles,
“what is more concerning is the
more modern weapons systems,
where we have limited
capabilities.”
Research from Bruegel and the
Kiel Institute for the World
Economy highlights that Europe
remains especially dependent on
the US for critical domains such
as hypersonic missile technology,
next-generation fighter jets,
artificially intelligent integrated
defence systems, and advanced
intelligence services. These
capabilities are vital for a modern
and credible deterrent but
remain largely tied to American
defence production and
technological ecosystems.

BY DANIELLE MOORE
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Structural and Industrial
Challenges in European Defence
Production

Europe’s defence industrial base
is fragmented and comparatively
smaller than US capacities,
resulting in challenges scaling
production and innovating at
pace. The multinational nature of
Europe’s defence sector, spread
across numerous countries with
national priorities and regulatory
differences, inhibits large-scale
cooperative procurement and
production efforts. This
fragmentation increases the
incentives for domestic
manufacturing rather than cross-
border collaboration, curbing
economies of scale and industrial
efficiency.

Goldman Sachs analysts note
that, despite a rise in European
defence spending, coordination
remains insufficient, with intra-
European collaboration often
declining. European policymakers
face a complex trade-off between
fostering national industry
interests and achieving stronger
collective capabilities, a tension
rooted in political and economic
divergence across EU member
states.

To counter these issues, the
European Union has launched
initiatives like the European
Security Action for Europe (SAFE),
a €150 billion “loans for arms”
program aimed at fostering
preferential procurement from EU
firms, and the European Defence
Fund, which supports
collaborative capability 

development with nearly €7.3
billion in funding. However, these
remain early steps towards
addressing structural weaknesses
and reducing reliance on external
suppliers, primarily the US.

Persistent Dependence on US
Systems and Technologies

Europe’s reliance on US defence
products is notably pronounced
in high-technology and strategic
systems. A salient example is the
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter,
procured by countries including
the UK, Italy, the Netherlands,
and Denmark. These aircraft
depend heavily on US software
updates and are designed for
integration with US-made
weapons systems, creating
dependencies that are practically 

irreversible in the short term.
Experts caution that “changing
that would require an enormous
financial and political
investment,” underscoring how
procurement decisions have
locked in long-term reliance.

In intelligence and targeting
domains, many European
countries use US-controlled
databases and digital systems,
leading to sovereignty concerns
as some data are automatically
shared with US authorities. 

Although alternatives are
developing, these dependencies
reveal how intertwined European
defence capabilities are with
American technological
ecosystems, complicating efforts
toward autonomous operations.

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/issue-brief/the-eu-must-become-a-strategic-player-in-defense-alongside-nato/
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Geopolitical Implications:
Vulnerability and Strategic
Autonomy

The continued dependence on US
defence production exposes
Europe to vulnerabilities,
especially amid unpredictable US
foreign policy shifts. The recurring
emphasis from both European
leaders and analysts is the
growing urgency for Europe to
develop strategic autonomy—
Europe’s ability to independently
defend its interests without
overreliance on external partners.
This ambition has gained
momentum with recent
geopolitical challenges, notably
Russia’s war against Ukraine and
escalating tensions in the Indo-

Pacific.

Guntram Wolff summarized the
threat by stating, “Imports of US
weapons have surged, yet
Europe's military capabilities
remain insufficient, with notable
gaps in tank numbers, air defence
systems and R&D investment.”
The imbalance in capabilities and
production creates risks not only
for military preparedness but
also for Europe’s political
sovereignty in critical defence
decision-making.

Furthermore, with the US’s own
defence industrial base
experiencing strains—including
capacity bottlenecks and
consolidation—Europe’s reliance 

on American systems comes at a
time when US military priorities
are shifting toward the Indo-
Pacific region, potentially
impacting the availability and
sustainability of defence supplies
to Europe.

European Efforts to Address
Defence Challenges

Recognizing these vulnerabilities,
European governments are
attempting to accelerate defence
spending, production, and
innovation.
Germany’s Bundestag recently
approved reforms to lift
longstanding fiscal constraints to
enable higher defence
investment. The 
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European Commission’s “ReArm
Europe” campaign mobilizes
hundreds of billions of euros to
fund defence capabilities,
emphasizing technology
development and cross-border
collaboration
Yet these initiatives face
considerable hurdles, including
political disagreements, economic
limitations due to slower growth
relative to the US, and entrenched
industrial fragmentation. Analysts
warn that even with budget
increases, Europe’s relative
military power risks declining
compared to the US given the
faster growth of American GDP
and defence spending.
On cooperation, there is a push to
improve information-sharing
frameworks between NATO and
the EU, joint procurement
mechanisms, and strategic
enablers like transport and
intelligence systems, all intended
to knit European defence efforts
closer. However, these structural
reforms will take years to
materialize fully and require
overcoming deep-rooted
institutional and national
differences.

Statements Reflecting the
Report’s Findings

Reflecting on the report, Guntram
Wolff emphasized that “there has
been some increase in various
systems—artillery in particular has
grown substantially—but these
increases are still relatively small
compared to the overall demand.”
He stressed that while Europe can
ramp up production of
conventional vehicles, the lack of 

advanced weapons technologies
remains a critical issue.Mathew
George, Head of the SIPRI Arms
Transfers Program, explained the
surge in US arms imports by
European NATO countries as a
consequence of the need to
respond rapidly to Russia’s
aggression, noting “with an
increasingly belligerent Russia
and transatlantic relations under
stress during the first Trump
presidency, European NATO
states have taken steps to reduce
their dependence on arms
imports and to strengthen the
European arms industry,” yet the
deep ties remain.

At a political level, European
Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen highlighted the €800
billion investment mobilized for
European defence as a
transformative commitment
toward strategic autonomy,
though acknowledging the path
remains long and complex.

Europe’s defence landscape
remains marked by a substantial
dependence on US defence
production and technologies, 

exposing critical vulnerabilities
amid a rapidly shifting strategic
environment. While European
nations have increased defence
spending and launched ambitious
programs to strengthen
indigenous capabilities, this
report underscores that
significant gaps persist,
particularly in advanced weapons
systems and technological
autonomy.

The intertwined industrial,
technological, and geopolitical
factors highlight the daunting
challenge of achieving genuine
European strategic autonomy
anytime soon. Strengthening
Europe’s defence posture will
require sustained political will,
coordinated investments,
enhanced cooperation, and
realistic assessments of
capabilities and vulnerabilities.
Until such progress is fully
realized, Europe will continue to
be reliant on the United States
for critical defence production, a
reality shaping the future of
transatlantic security
cooperation and European
sovereignty.

https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/06/20/europe-remains-highly-vulnerable-and-dependent-on-us-defence-production-report


along with a non-functional pipe
bomb and a farewell letter. This
revelation has added a chilling
layer to what was already one of
the deadliest attacks in Austria's
recent history.

On June 10, 2025, Austria was
shaken by a deadly school
shooting that left 10 people
dead and 11 others injured in the
city of Graz. The 21-year-old
gunman, a former student of the 

BORG Dreierschützengasse
secondary school, ended his
own life at the scene. In the
aftermath, police uncovered
abandoned plans for a bomb
attack at the suspect’s home, 
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By Eric Gahagan

Bomb Attack Plans Found at Austria Gunman’s
Home: A Deep Dive into the Tragic School

Shooting

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
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The Shooting Incident

The shooting began at
approximately 9:43 a.m. when
the gunman, heavily armed with
a Glock 19 pistol and a sawn-off
double-barrelled shotgun,
entered his former school in
Graz. After retreating briefly to
the third-floor bathroom to arm
himself with a gun belt, shooting
glasses, and a headset, he began
shooting indiscriminately on the
second floor before returning to
the bathroom and shooting
himself at 10:07 a.m. Armed with
legal firearms, the attacker
claimed lives among students
and teachers, whose ages ranged
from 14 to 17, including six
females and three males at the
scene and another female who
later died in hospital.

Interior Minister Gerhard Karner
confirmed the suspect was a
former pupil who had not
completed his studies and who 

lived with his mother in Styria,
the region where Graz is
located. There were no prior
known contacts with law
enforcement, and investigators
noted that he had no criminal
record. The shooting prompted
immediate lockdowns and
emergency responses, with
police arriving rapidly and
specialized tactical units
deployed to prevent further
loss of life. 
The swift police action likely
saved many lives during this
tragic event.

Abandoned Bomblet Plots and
Items Found

A deeper investigation into the
suspect's home revealed
disturbing evidence of more
than just a gun-running attack.
Officials found abandoned plans
for a bomb attack, notes
outlining preparations, and a
non-functional pipe bomb — all 

pointing to an intent to
perpetrate wider violence than
previously known.

Police stated during a press
conference that the materials
discovered were highly
concerning, including explosive
precursors and technical
devices that would have
enabled the construction of
functional bombs. A “farewell
letter” and a video message
were also found, although these
did not provide clear motives.
Authorities described the note
as more of an apology to family
than an explanation of his
actions.

The Suspect’s Background and
Behavior

Information about the suspect
highlighted a solitary,
introverted life, mainly engaged
in virtual spaces where his
primary social interactions
occurred. He withdrew from
society and had previously
dropped out of school without
graduating three years ago. His
mother was reportedly his sole
household member, and his
father, of Armenian descent,
was not living with them.

Psychological evaluations have
not yet shed light on his
motives, and investigations
continue to analyze digital
evidence from his laptop and
USB drives. Police disclosed
that the shooter did not appear
to know his victims personally,
including the teacher 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/11/austrian-police-find-bomb-plans-at-shooting-suspects-home-as-nation-mourns
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/11/austrian-police-find-bomb-plans-at-shooting-suspects-home-as-nation-mourns
https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/


Implications for Austria’s
Security Policies

The deadly shooting and
discovery of bomb attacks plans
at the suspect’s home have
raised pointed questions about
Austria’s gun laws and
preventive security measures.
Experts note that while pistols
require psychological
evaluation before purchase,
shotguns are more accessible,
potentially enabling such
rampages.

Public debate is intensifying
over how to better detect and
intervene in the lives of socially
isolated or psychologically
troubled youth to prevent
future tragedies. The incident
also pointed to the challenges
of uncovering hidden, escalating
threats that shift from virtual
radicalization or private despair
to public violence.

who was a victim but had taught
him previously.

Wider Context of the Terror
Threat

This bombing plan is separate
from other terrorist-related
threats reported recently in
Austria, where another young
man with extremist ties had
planned an attack on a high-
profile concert in Vienna. While
that individual was clearly
radicalized with connections to
the Islamic State and had
attempted to fabricate
explosives, the Graz shooter’s
ties to any extremist groups
remain unclear. Investigators are
still exploring whether there
were additional accomplices or
influences.

Government Response and
Public Reaction

The Austrian government
declared three days of national
mourning following the shooting,
with flags flying at half-mast
across public buildings and a
nationwide minute of silence
held. Chancellor and Interior
Minister Karner vowed a
thorough investigation and
reviewed existing gun ownership
laws in light of the tragedy,
highlighting concerns over legal
access to firearms, especially
shotguns which are more easily
acquired after the age of 18.
Local officials expressed
profound shock and grief. Mayor
of Graz and Styrian authorities
emphasized the urgent need for
community healing and support
for 

Moving Forward

Authorities continue to piece
together the timeline and
motives behind the shooting
and the abandoned bomb plans.
Hundreds of interviews are
planned as police seek to
understand the background and
mental state of the shooter.

Gerhard Karner underscored the
mystery still surrounding the
motives, stating, “We have no
concrete information on why
this happened yet, but we are
committed to uncovering all
facts.”

One mother of a surviving child
recalled the harrowing moment
she received a frantic call from
her son amid the chaos,
expressing fear for his life,
emphasizing the human cost
beyond statistics and
investigations.
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From June 27 until August 31,
2025, the Channel Islands will
experience a significant boost in
connectivity with western
France, thanks to a new summer
flight service operated by the
Breton airline 

Finistair. 
This initiative directly links
Jersey and Alderney with Brest
in Brittany, aiming to strengthen
cultural, social, and economic
ties between these historic
island communities and their 

French neighbors.

Launch of the New Route

The new air service runs twice
weekly, every Friday and
Sunday, using the Cessna Grand 
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By Jan Frazier

Finistair Flights Boost Channel Islands
Connection to France This Summer

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/


Alderney, along with support
from Ports of Jersey. The
initiative seeks not only to
reconnect these islands with the
French mainland after years
without direct flights but also to
bolster tourism and facilitate
ease of travel for residents.

Benefits for Travelers and
Regional Cooperation

Loïc Andro, Chief Executive
Officer of Finistair, expressed
enthusiasm about the launch
and the prospects for the
route's continuation beyond the
trial period. “We've been
working on this destination for
quite a while,” Andro said
aboard the inaugural flight.
“There has already been
significant interest in this route
from travelers. I am hopeful that
this connection will be available
year-round and for many years
to come due to the historic ties
between Jersey and France.”

Caravan aircraft, which is noted
for being well suited to short
regional routes. 

The flight time is impressively
brief — approximately 35
minutes from Brest to Jersey
and just 15 minutes between
Jersey and Alderney. 

This efficient connection offers
travelers a swift and convenient
way to explore both the stunning
coastlines and vibrant cultures
of the Channel Islands and
Brittany.

The inaugural flight arrived in
Jersey on June 27, 2025, marked
by a ceremonial water salute
from fire engines at Jersey
Airport, highlighting the
significance of this new route.
The flight carried seven
passengers on a nine-seat
aircraft, marking the beginning
of what is intended as a trial to
assess long-term demand.

Political and Economic
Significance

Jersey's Minister for Sustainable
Economic Development, Deputy
Kirsten Morel, emphasized the
strategic importance of this
trial. 

“We have made an investment
in this trial to gauge the interest
for a long-term service
connecting the islands with
France,” she said. “Our hope is
that it will enhance both
cultural and economic
relationships with our close
neighbors. I am delighted that
we are advancing our air-route
connectivity, allowing Islanders
to access Alderney and Brest
throughout the summer, while
also drawing new visitors to
Jersey.”

This new service is the result of
a collaboration between the
governments of Jersey and 
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The airline highlighted the
significance of Brest Bretagne
Airport as an ideal hub for
onward travel across France and
Europe, creating opportunities
for residents and visitors to
access a broad network of
destinations.

Ashley Maggs, Director of
Airport Operations at Ports of
Jersey, underlined the
importance of the link between
Jersey and Alderney, as well as
continuing connectivity with
Europe. 
“This connection is incredibly
important. We need support for
these routes, and we hope to
encourage visitors to the
Channel Islands for a long
weekend escape from Europe,”
he said.

Similarly, Stuart Clark, Chair of
Alderney’s Economic
Development Committee,
welcomed the air link, stating
that it may prove vital in
demonstrating the demand for
regional connectivity and could
open the door to future
opportunities that benefit inter-
island and cross-Channel travel.

Practical Details of the Flight
Service

Passengers can expect flights to
operate consistently on Fridays
and Sundays from June 27
through the end of August,
offering a reliable schedule for
summer travel. The journey
times make day trips or weekend
getaways entirely feasible,
whether heading to the cultural 

and culinary delights of Brittany
or returning to the scenic
Channel Islands.

Ticket prices for the route are
competitively priced, with
return journeys to Brest ranging
between £101 and £114, and
return flights to Alderney
costing between £149 and £160.
These prices make the new
route accessible both for leisure
travelers and those with
business interests.

Travelers must carry a valid
passport due to the
international nature of the flight
between Jersey and France. The
time difference of one hour
between Jersey (GMT) and
France (Central European Time)
is taken into account in the
flight schedules.

Government Support and
Funding

The Government of Jersey has
put financial support behind the
trial, allocating up to £40,000
to assist with operational
expenses. This funding is not a
loan or grant but is arranged
through a purchase order
system via the Department for
the Economy in coordination
with Ports of Jersey. This
financial backing shows a clear
commitment to exploring
sustainable air route
connectivity that benefits
economic growth and
community ties.

The trial follows other efforts to
improve inter-island 

transportation and broader
regional links. Together, these
initiatives represent a broader
strategy to enhance
accessibility, tourism, and
economic cooperation within
the Channel Islands and their
neighboring regions.

Wider Impact and Future
Prospects

The renewed air connection
between Jersey, Alderney, and
Brest is more than just a
transportation link — it is a
cultural bridge reconnecting
communities with shared
histories, facilitating personal
and professional exchanges. The
Channel Islands and Brittany
share longstanding historical
ties, and this route provides a
fresh pathway to deepen those
connections.

If the trial proves successful in
terms of passenger demand and
economic impact, the flight
service could become a
permanent feature of the
region's transport
infrastructure. This would mark
a significant milestone in
regional mobility, underscoring
the importance of small-scale
air travel in fostering
international relations and local
prosperity.

Given the airline’s optimism and
government backing, there is
strong momentum toward
making this seasonal service a
lasting one that continues to
bring benefits for residents,
businesses, and visitors alike.
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Paris was plunged into chaos
following Paris Saint-Germain’s
(PSG) commanding 5-0 victory
over Inter Milan in the 2025
UEFA Champions League final, a
historic triumph marking PSG’s
first European Cup title. Despite
celebrations initially filled with
exuberance and pride, disorder
erupted across the French
capital and beyond, culminating
in two deaths and nearly 560
arrests.

Historic Victory for PSG

On Saturday, May 31, 2025, the
Allianz Arena in Munich
witnessed PSG’s emphatic
triumph over the Italian giants
Inter Milan. 

The match ended with a record-
breaking 5-0 scoreline, the
largest winning margin in a
Champions League final since
the

competition's inception in 1956.
PSG’s goals came from Achraf
Hakimi, who opened the scoring
in the 12th minute, the young
forward Désiré Doué who
scored twice, Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia, and substitute
Senny Mayulu. 
This victory marked just the
second time a French club lifted
the European Cup, with
Marseille having done so in
1993.

By Mandilee Hecht

Two Dead and Hundreds Arrested Across
France After PSG's Historic Champions League
Victory
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The club’s Spanish coach Luis
Enrique, who secured his second
Champions League title as a
manager, hailed the
achievement as a historic
milestone not only for the club
but also for French football. Luis
Enrique’s transformation of the
team, focusing on young talent,
was credited for this landmark
victory. PSG also completed a
continental treble this season by
winning the Ligue 1 and Coupe
de France earlier in the year.

The Celebration Turns Violent
Across France

While the PSG players paraded 

their trophy through Paris,
chanting fans ignited
celebrations on the streets that
quickly spiraled into unrest. 

Approximately 5,400 police
officers were deployed across
Paris to contain the disorder,
especially on the iconic
Champs-Elysees avenue.
Officers resorted to tear gas,
pepper spray, and even water
cannon near Place de l’Etoile to
disperse rowdy crowds and
prevent further escalation.

The interior ministry reported
that two people lost their lives
amid the celebrations. 

A 17-year-old boy was fatally
stabbed in the city of Dax during
a street party, while a man in his
20s was killed after being struck
by a car while riding a scooter. 

The violence endured
throughout the night, with
approximately 692 fires
reported nationwide, including
264 vehicle fires. 

The police arrested nearly 560
people, with 491 arrests made
specifically in Paris.

Laurent Nunez, Paris police
chief, described the chaos,
indicating that fireworks and 
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flares had been directed at
police officers while firefighters
were attacked while responding
to blazes, increasing the danger
for emergency personnel.

Official and Public Reactions to
the Disorder

France’s Interior Minister Bruno
Retailleau condemned the
violence unequivocally. He
referred to those inciting
violence as “savages”,
expressing outrage at the attacks
on police and emergency
workers. The minister confirmed
that around 30 police officers
had been injured during the
night, with one officer in a coma
after being struck by a firework.

Despite the disruptions, PSG
forward Ousmane Dembele
urged fans to celebrate
responsibly and avoid
destructive behavior. In a post-
match interview with Canal+, he
appealed, “Let’s celebrate this
but not tear everything up in
Paris.” His plea reflected a
widespread concern that such
violence tarnished an otherwise
joyous occasion for fans and
players alike.

President Emmanuel Macron,
though a supporter of rival club
Marseille, congratulated PSG on
their success, calling it “a
glorious day for PSG,” and
commended Paris as the capital
of Europe that evening. Despite
the disturbances, Macron’s
message sought to unify and
emphasize national pride in the
sporting achievement.

Scale and Impact of the Unrest

The disturbances were not
limited to the capital.
Throughout France, police
reported large-scale disorder 
with over 130 arrests on the
Champs-Elysees alone, where
several shops were targeted by
rioters attempting to breach
police lines. Among those
damaged were a shoe shop, a
car dealership, and a barber
shop, and multiple cars were set
ablaze near the Parc des Princes
stadium.
The widespread nature of the
unrest highlighted the volatile
reaction to the sporting event,
reflecting deeper social
tensions as well as frustrations
that manifested in violence.
Police and security agencies
faced intense challenges in
controlling crowds that surged
beyond what had been
anticipated for post-match
celebrations.

The Champions League Final:
Setting Records and Historic
Context

PSG’s long-awaited European
triumph ended a decade of near
misses for the Parisian club,
which had previously signed
some of the world’s biggest
football stars, including Lionel
Messi, Neymar, Zlatan
Ibrahimovic, and Kylian
Mbappé. Notably, Mbappé, who
left PSG for Real Madrid the
previous summer, expressed no
bitterness about missing out on
the final win, wishing PSG well
and acknowledging their 

success with respect.

This 5-0 win established several
records: it was the largest
margin of victory in a
Champions League final, and
PSG officially became the ninth
team in European football
history to win a continental
treble in a single season. It was a
historic football achievement
amid a season that brought not
only victory but renewed hope
for French club football on the
European stage.

Looking Ahead: Recovering
from the Night of Violence

Authorities face the difficult
task of balancing celebration
with public safety as the city
and country recover. The police
vow to investigate all acts of
violence and hold those
responsible accountable. Public
officials stress the importance
of peaceful celebrations to
honor the sporting achievement
properly.

The PSG players and
management have expressed
solidarity with the victims of the
unrest and the injured officers,
reinforcing the club’s
commitment to promoting
positive and inclusive
sportsmanship moving forward.
Despite the violence, the
Champions League win remains
a monumental achievement for
PSG and French football,
signaling a new era of success
while underscoring challenges in
managing large-scale public
celebrations.

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/
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Action to Tackle Human Traffickers Forcing
Female Victims into Prostitution in Romania and
the UK

rented properties and were
advertised online to meet
clients, with profits funnelled to
the traffickers. Five men and
two women, all Romanian
nationals, were sentenced for
conspiracy to control
prostitution for financial gain.
In Swindon, Wiltshire, another
criminal gang was found guilty
of trafficking Romanian women
to operate brothels. The women
endured poor working
conditions, were controlled
around the clock, and the
criminal proceeds were
laundered to finance further 

Human trafficking remains a
grave and growing concern in
Europe, with organized crime
networks exploiting vulnerable
women from countries such as
Romania and forcing them into
prostitution in the UK and other
parts of Europe. 

In the face of this ongoing crisis,
authorities in both Romania and
the UK have strengthened law
enforcement actions, judicial
measures, and cross-border
cooperation to dismantle
trafficking rings, prosecute
perpetrators, and aid survivors.

Organized Crime Networks
Exploiting Women Across
Borders

Recent court cases expose the
intricate workings of criminal
gangs trafficking women from
Romania to the UK, where
victims are coerced into sex
work. One notable case involved
a "nationwide enterprise" that
trafficked 14 women, aged in
their 20s and 30s, into
prostitution in areas including
South Yorkshire, London, and
Norfolk. Victims were housed
with their controllers in 

https://washingtoninsider.net/diplomacy/


enforcement officers from 43
countries, resulting in the
identification of 1,194 potential
trafficking victims and the arrest
of 158 suspects. The operation
targeted trafficking networks
responsible for sexual
exploitation, forced labor, and
forced begging, with a particular
focus on protecting underage
victims. It also highlighted the
transnational nature of these
crimes, affecting victims from
over 60 countries.

UK authorities, supported by
organizations such as the
International Justice Mission
(IJM), have made arrests of
traffickers exploiting Romanian
women in commercial sexual
exploitation. Survivors'
testimonies aided the
prosecution of suspects facing
charges including holding
persons in slavery, facilitating
travel for exploitation, and
controlling prostitution for gain.
Significant survivor support is
provided to rebuild lives and
strengthen judicial outcomes.

Legislative and Institutional
Measures in Romania

Romania has made significant
legislative progress to combat
trafficking by broadening
definitions to cover emerging
forms of exploitation and by
establishing a comprehensive
institutional framework. The
National Agency Against Human 
Trafficking (ANITP), supported
by the Ministry of the Interior,
oversees anti-trafficking
operations that include 

illicit activities. The group's
operational model was well
structured, involving local
landlords facilitating
accommodations and transport,
with substantial financial
benefits flowing back to the
leaders, who also exploited the
victims for personal gain.
These cases reveal how
traffickers leverage a networked
approach, using flights, ferry
crossings, and rented
accommodations as part of an
elaborate system to move and
control victims across countries.

Strengthened Law Enforcement 
and Cross-Border Cooperation

In response to persistent
trafficking threats, Romania and
the UK have intensified multi-
agency operations supported by 

international bodies such as
Europol, Eurojust, and
INTERPOL. A large-scale
coordinated operation between
Romanian and Swiss authorities
in June 2025 successfully
dismantled a trafficking network
that exploited young women
recruited mainly through social
media promises of work or
romance. Victims were
transported to Switzerland and
forced into prostitution under
degrading conditions. This
operation led to the arrest of 17
individuals and the
identification of multiple
victims, demonstrating the
impact of multinational
collaboration.

Similarly, a global operation led
by Austria and Romania
involved 15,000 law 
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authorities to stay ahead.
Victims often face intimidation,
psychological trauma, and
social stigma, hampering
identification and rescue
efforts.

National and international
agencies continue to invest in
intelligence sharing, training,
victim-centered approaches,
and preventive public
awareness campaigns to curb
demand and supply. Financial
investigations trace illicit
proceeds to disrupt the
economic foundations of
trafficking gangs.

Toward a Safer Future

The combined efforts of
Romanian and British
authorities, supported by
European and global partners,
send a forceful message that
trafficking networks will face
relentless scrutiny and
prosecution. Survivor-centered
justice, enhanced cross-border
collaboration, legislative
improvements, and increased
public awareness remain
cornerstones of this fight.

As the chain of trafficking is
broken through arrests and
victim support, the hope is to
restore dignity to those
exploited and prevent future
atrocities. Yet long-term
success requires sustained
commitment to tackling root
causes, including poverty,
gender inequality, and
vulnerability exploited by
traffickers.

prevention, victim support,
investigation reinforcement, and
strategic planning. Romania’s
national strategy for 2024-2028
intensifies efforts to include
victims in decision-making
processes and to adapt to
evolving trafficking methods
used by criminals.

Victim Protection and Support
Systems

Both Romania and the UK
emphasize victim protection as a
critical component of anti-
trafficking efforts. Law
enforcement and partner NGOs
provide legal, social, and
psychological assistance to
survivors, prioritizing their
safety and empowerment to
participate in criminal
proceedings. This holistic
support is crucial for survivors
to testify against traffickers,
facilitating successful
convictions while fostering hope
for a new life beyond
exploitation.

Official Statements Reflect
Commitment to Combat
Trafficking

Authorities express unequivocal
condemnation of trafficking
crimes. Judge Peter Hampton,
presiding over the prostitution
conspiracy case in Sheffield
Crown Court, declared, “The
purpose of the whole business
was to make money. You all, in
differing degrees, financially
benefited from your control of
women in the sex industry.” This
statement reflects the stark 

reality of exploitation driving
these criminal enterprises.

Detective Sergeant Richard
Nelsen of Wiltshire Police
highlighted the seriousness of
modern slavery in communities,
emphasizing, “Modern Slavery is
within our communities and is
not something any of us can be
complacent about in
challenging.” He described the
harsh conditions victims
endured and the importance of
multi-agency cooperation to
dismantle these networks.
David Caunter, Director of
Organized and Emerging Crime
at INTERPOL, remarked,
“Trafficking is brutal crime that
preys on the most vulnerable,
including children,”
underscoring the global and
humanitarian urgency of the
plight.

Laura*, a representative from
the International Justice Mission
in the UK, reflected on the
impact of survivor voices: “It’s
the voices of survivors that
strengthen our justice system.”
Her words emphasize that anti-
trafficking justice is heightened
by empowering survivors to
come forward.

Challenges and Continuing
Efforts

Despite progressive legal
frameworks and frequent
operations, traffickers rapidly
adapt their methods—employing
online recruitment, false
promises, and familial
exploitation—challenging 
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By John Ruehl

Trump Targets Spain Over NATO
Spending Refusal and Trade Threats

At the recent 2025 NATO annual
summit held in The Hague, a
significant and contentious issue
emerged surrounding the
defense spending commitments
of member countries. The United
States, under the leadership of
President Donald Trump, has
pushed for NATO members to
increase their military
expenditure to 5% of their gross
domestic product (GDP) by 2035
—a sharp rise from the previous
target of 2%. While many
members—including Germany
and France—broadly supported
this ambitious goal, Spain has
openly resisted this spending
increase, causing a public clash
with Trump and prompting
threats of economic and trade
repercussions.

Spain's Position on NATO
Defense Spending

Spain currently dedicates about
1.3% of its GDP to defense—the
lowest among NATO members—
and has insisted that the
proposed jump to 5% is neither
feasible nor reasonable. 

Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez
has maintained that Spain’s
current spending, near 2%, is
"adequate, realistic, and
compatible with the welfare
state," emphasizing a
preference to prioritize social
spending over steep military
budget hikes. Sánchez and his
government acquired a
concession from NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte,
allowing Spain to have flexibility
and a review period until 2029
to evaluate its ability to meet
any increased targets.

This stance reflects domestic
political realities. Sánchez’s
governing coalition includes
left-wing and regional
independence parties
vehemently opposed to military
escalation. Moreover, many
Spaniards prioritize security
concerns closer to home, such
as migration and instability in
the Sahel region of Africa, rather
than the perceived distant
threat from Russia, which is a
central rationale behind NATO’s
spending increase drive. As a
result, Spain advocates for
smarter, more efficient defense
spending rather than simply 

increasing budgets.

Trump’s Criticism and Trade
Threats

President Trump took a hard
line against Spain’s reluctance
to embrace the 5% defense
spending target. Speaking at the
NATO summit and later on
various platforms, Trump
expressed his disappointment
and anger, singling out Spain as
the sole NATO member resisting
the higher defense
commitment. 

He said, "Spain is terrible, what
they've done... 
You're the only country that is
not paying. I don't know what
the problem is," and further
declared he would use trade
negotiations as leverage against
Spain.

In a stark warning, Trump
stated, "We're negotiating with
Spain on a trade deal and we're
going to make them pay twice as
much," signaling a potential
punitive approach aimed at
penalizing Spain economically
for not meeting the new NATO
defense guidelines. This
approach links military spending
directly with broader diplomatic
and economic 

relations—a linkage that raises
concerns about trade diplomacy 
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At the recent 2025 NATO annual
summit held in The Hague, a
significant and contentious issue
emerged surrounding the
defense spending commitments
of member countries.

The United States, under the
leadership of President Donald
Trump, has pushed for NATO
members to increase their
military expenditure to 5% of
their gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2035—a sharp rise from
the previous target of 2%. 

While many members—including
Germany and France—broadly
supported this ambitious goal,
Spain has openly resisted this
spending increase, causing a
public clash with Trump and
prompting threats of economic
and trade repercussions.

Spain's Position on NATO
Defense Spending

Spain currently dedicates about
1.3% of its GDP to defense—the
lowest among NATO members—
and has insisted that the
proposed jump to 5% is neither
feasible nor reasonable. Prime
Minister Pedro Sánchez has
maintained that Spain’s current 

spending, near 2%, is "adequate,
realistic, and compatible with
the welfare state," emphasizing
a preference to prioritize social
spending over steep military
budget hikes. Sánchez and his
government acquired a
concession from NATO
Secretary General Mark Rutte,
allowing Spain to have flexibility
and a review period until 2029
to evaluate its ability to meet
any increased targets.

This stance reflects domestic
political realities. Sánchez’s
governing coalition includes
left-wing and regional
independence parties
vehemently opposed to military
escalation. Moreover, many
Spaniards prioritize security
concerns closer to home, such
as migration and instability in
the Sahel region of Africa, rather
than the perceived distant
threat from Russia, which is a
central rationale behind NATO’s
spending increase drive. As a
result, Spain advocates for
smarter, more efficient defense
spending rather than simply
increasing budgets.

Trump’s Criticism and Trade
Threats

President Trump took a hard 

line against Spain’s reluctance
to embrace the 5% defense
spending target. Speaking at the
NATO summit and later on
various platforms, Trump
expressed his disappointment
and anger, singling out Spain as
the sole NATO member resisting
the higher defense
commitment. He said, "Spain is
terrible, what they've done...
You're the only country that is
not paying. I don't know what
the problem is," and further
declared he would use trade
negotiations as leverage against
Spain.

In a stark warning, Trump
stated, "We're negotiating with
Spain on a trade deal and we're
going to make them pay twice as
much," signaling a potential
punitive approach aimed at
penalizing Spain economically
for not meeting the new NATO
defense guidelines. This
approach links military spending
directly with broader diplomatic
and economic 

relations—a linkage that raises
concerns about trade diplomacy 
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measures by the US would thus
require navigating complex
transatlantic trade frameworks
and politically sensitive
negotiations.

This discord also highlights
frictions between US demands
for burden-sharing in defense
and European countries’
differing threat perceptions and
budgetary priorities. Spain’s
position questions the
sustainability and political
feasibility of sharply escalating
military spending across all
member states, especially those
with pressing social challenges
and regional security concerns
distinct from Eastern Europe.

Balancing Alliance
Commitments and National
Interests

The clash between Trump and
Spain encapsulates the
enduring challenge within NATO
of balancing collective defense
commitments with member
nations’ diverse political,
economic, and social realities.
Spain stands as a vivid example
of a nation pushing back against
what it views as excessive
military spending demands,
seeking instead a tailored
security approach that respects
its priorities.

Meanwhile, Trump’s aggressive
rhetoric and trade-related
threats underscore the high
stakes and complexities of
alliance politics, where military,
economic, and diplomatic issues
intertwine profoundly.

being used as a tool for
enforcing alliance commitments.

NATO’s Defense Spending
Agreement and Broader Context

At the summit, NATO endorsed
an unprecedentedly high
defense spending benchmark of
5% of GDP by 2035, a move
largely championed by the
United States, which framed it as
essential to counter evolving
threats, particularly from Russia.
The alliance’s communique
underscored the need for
credible, incremental national
plans to reach this target,
highlighting the “long-term
threat posed by Russia to Euro-
Atlantic security” and the
importance of maintaining
modernized, capable forces.

However, Trump’s push widened
divisions within the alliance.
Spain’s refusal to commit to the
5% target publicly exposed
fractures in NATO’s cohesion,
with other members expressing
varied levels of support or
skepticism. Nations closer to
Russia, like Lithuania, stressed
unity and equal commitment
among members, while countries
such as Spain stressed the
importance of respecting
national sovereignty and
assessing threat perceptions
realistically.

Spanish Government’s
Response and Domestic Context

Spanish officials responded to
Trump’s criticisms by
highlighting the sovereignty of 

Spain and the pragmatism
behind their defense choices. A
spokesperson noted that Spain
intended to meet its existing
commitments while ensuring
that any increase in defense
spending is sustainable and
aligned with priorities at home.

Sánchez’s government insists on
a multi-faceted security
approach focusing on crisis
management, humanitarian
efforts, and border security
rather than raw military
expenditure increases. Spanish
government sources
commented, “Of course we are a
problem for Trump, because we
are the only ones saying out
loud that the emperor has no
clothes… we clearly oppose the
absurd amount of spending he
wants to impose on us.”

This stance is mirrored by public
opinion, where priorities lean
towards social welfare,
migration control, and regional
stability over military
escalation. The political
coalition supporting Sánchez,
including leftist and separatist
factions, places strong
emphasis on these domestic
concerns.

Implications of the Dispute

Trump's threats to impose
higher trade tariffs on Spain
have economic and geopolitical
ramifications, especially since
Spain’s trade relations with the
US are largely managed within
the framework of EU-US
agreements. Any punitive trade 
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