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ABOUT US

Transatlantic Today delight-
ed to present the Wash-
ington Insider Magazine, a
product that we present to
our readers in Washington
DC and beyond. Our mag-
azine publishes unique and
independent coverage on
transatlantic relations with
a Washington perspective.
Transatlantic Today cov-
ers policymaking, politics
and business related to the
transatlantic  relationship.

Our magazine strives to be
become a key news analy-
sis source for news on pol-
itics and policymakers in
the US with particular fo-
cus on DC. Our coverage is
designed with nonpartisan
journalism and real-time
tools create, inform and
engage a those seeking
timely and concise news.

We believe in providing
our audience with indepen-

dent journalism through-
out expert writers, ana-
lysts and journalists. Our
culture is distinguished by
unwavering grit, honesty,
and a focus on innovation.

Our work is designed by re-
lentless grit, integrity and
a prioritization of urgent
and newsworthy topics.

In both of our website and
and this magazine we cov-
er topics about Diplomacy,
Security, Defence, Counter
Terrorism, foreign policy and
international affairs. Indeed
our reporting, OPeds, inter-
views with wvarious stake-
holders provide unique in-
sights and analysis as well
as the tools to arm you with
the intel you need to make
informed decisions.

Here | wish to commend.
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U.S. Presidential Debate Gains

Significant Attention Across South Asia

In a week packed with
regional developments,
the U.S. presidential
debate between
former President Donald
Trump and Vice President
Kamala Harris broke through
South Asia’s fast-paced news

cycle, earning extensive
coverage across leading media
outlets. Despite the region’s

focus on domestic issues, such
as Rahul Gandhi’s visit to the
U.S. in India and political turmoil
in Pakistan and Bangladesh, the
debate held a strong grip on
media and audiences alike.

In India, major networks like
NDTV and Aaj Tak covered the
debate comprehensively,
featuring live broadcasts and
detailed analysis. Though Indian
media heavily focused on
Gandhi’s activities in the U.S,,
the debate sparked discussions

on the candidates’
performances, with many
outlets  highlighting  Kamala

Harris’ success. Analysts noted
that U.S. elections have gained
more interest in India, partly due
to Harris’ Indian roots and the
country’s increasing engagement
with global affairs.

Pakistan’s media outlets,
including Geo TV and Dawn, also
reported on the debate, focusing
on the candidates’ combative

BY ERIC GAHAGAN

interactions. Although public
attention remains divided
between domestic political
issues, such as the controversial
arrest  of lawmakers, and
international events, u.s.
elections are closely followed
due to their potential impact on

regional geopolitics.

In Bangladesh, where
political instability continues
after the collapse of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government, the debate was
covered by major outlets like
Prothom Alo and Daily Star.
While the country’s media
emphasized local

developments, the U.S. debate

still garnered notable attention,
reflecting a broader interest in

how the next U.S. president

might influence global
economics and political
dynamics.

Despite the overwhelming

regional news, the debate
between Trump and Harris
proved captivating for

audiences and media across
South Asia, underscoring the
global influence of U.S. politics.
As these nations grapple with
their own crises, they remain
attentive to developments that
could shape the international
landscape.
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History of Assassination Attempts on U.S.
Presidential Candidates

)

“History Illustrated” explores
how past events provide context
for today’s news, using Al-
generated graphics to enhance
our understanding. One alarming
constant in U.S. politics is the
threat faced by presidential
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candidates, with four sitting
presidents having been
assassinated to date.

Recently, a second

assassination attempt on Donald
Trump occurred while he was
golfing. On September 15, 2024,
an armed suspect targeted
Trump at his West Palm Beach
golf club, escaping after a Secret
Service intervention. .

The suspect was later arrested,
and Trump was unharmed. This
incident joins a long history of
attacks on presidential hopefuls

On October 14, 1912,
Theodore Roosevelt, running as
the Progressive Party candidate,
survived a near-fatal shooting in
Milwaukee. His 50-page speech
and steel eyeglass case slowed
the bullet, allowing him to
deliver his address despite a
bullet in his lung. Though he
survived, Roosevelt’s campaign
was derailed, and Democrat
Woodrow Wilson won the
election.

By Jan Frazier

Similarly, in 1968, Robert
Kennedy, after securing the
California primary, was
assassinated during his bid for
the Democratic nomination. His

death shifted the political
landscape, with Hubert
Humphrey becoming the

nominee but ultimately losing to
Richard Nixon.

In 1972, Alabama Governor
George Wallace, a frontrunner
for the Democratic nomination,
was paralyzed after being shot
during a campaign rally. Though
Wallace won the Michigan and
Maryland primaries while
hospitalized, his injuries ended
his campaign.

Now, with Donald Trump
and Kamala Harris vying for the
presidency, the topic of gun
control has resurfaced. As the
nation grapples with these
recurring threats, the question
remains whether the current
candidates will take meaningful
action on this divisive issue. The
latest attempt on Trump’s life
highlights the enduring dangers
faced by U.S. political figures
and the urgent need for reform.
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Senator Chris Coons Clarifies Nancy Pelosi’s
Comments on Biden’s Political Future

House Speaker Mike
Johnson has presented a revised
spending bill to avert a potential
government shutdown, which
could go into effect on October
1. This updated proposal seeks
to extend government funding
until December 20, 2024,
marking a significant shift from
his initial six-month plan.

The urgency of this new bill
stems from the looming funding
deadline and the upcoming
election. With bipartisan
cooperation essential, Johnson’s
proposal aims to bridge divides
and secure enough votes for
swift passage.

Key Provisions of the Bill

Johnson’s new plan
introduces a three-month
continuing  resolution  (CR),
maintaining current funding
levels for federal agencies. This
is a notable departure from his
earlier proposal, which sought to
extend funding through March
2025 and included provisions
related to voter registration
requirements. These provisions,
supported by former President
Donald Trump, faced bipartisan
opposition.

Additionally, the bill allocates

$231 million to the Secret
Service, addressing security
needs in light of heightened
threats during the election
season, including recent
assassination attempts on
Trump.

p 1'"
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Bipartisan Compromise

The proposal reflects
Johnson’s efforts to
compromise with Democrats by
removing the SAVE Act, a
controversial measure requiring
proof of citizenship for voter
registration. By eliminating this
provision, Johnson hopes to
attract the necessary bipartisan
support. Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer and House
Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries
have both expressed cautious

optimism about the bill’s
passage.
Political Tension and Next
Steps

The political landscape remains
tense, as some Republicans

i
M

oppose temporary  funding
measures that do not include
spending cuts. Johnson has
urged his colleagues to avoid a
shutdown, which he warned
would be “political malpractice”
with elections approaching.

The House will vote on the
bill this week, and if passed, the
government will be funded until
December 20, 2024, giving
lawmakers time to negotiate a
comprehensive budget for 2025.

6 WASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE
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Trump to Meet Modi During US Visit Amid 2024
Election Campaign

Former U.S. President Donald
Trump announced that he will
meet Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during Modi’s
upcoming visit to the U.S. next
week. Trump, the Republican
nominee for the 2024
presidential election, shared this

news while speaking at a
campaign event in Flint,
Michigan.

Trump’s Remarks on Modi and
India

During the event, Trump
described several world leaders,
including Modi, as “fantastic,”
noting their adeptness at
negotiating with the U.S.

their ability to securé€
favorable deals at the expense
of the U.S. Despite this, Trump
maintained his positive personal
rapport with Modi.

Trump’s Relationship with Modi

The bond between Trump
and Modi dates back to Trump’s
first term as president. Modi
had organized a massive rally of
125,000 people to welcome
Trump during his 2020 visit to
India, reflecting their close
diplomatic relationship. This
upcoming meeting signals a
continuation of their
interaction, even as Trump faces

By Jan Frazier

a competitive race for the
presidency against Democratic
nominee Kamala Harris.

Modi’s US Agenda

Prime Minister Modi’s visit to
the U.S. comes as he attends the
Quad leaders’ summit, hosted

by President Joe Biden. In
addition, Modi is scheduled to
speak at the United Nations
General Assembly and meet
with members of the Indian-
American community. His
interactions with U.S. leaders,
including Trump, could further
strengthen India-U.S. relations
amid global shifts.

Conclusion

As Trump and Modi prepare
to meet during the Indian Prime
Minister’'s  U.S. visit, their
ongoing rapport could play a
key role in shaping future India-
U.S. relations. Trump’s praise for
Modi, alongside his criticism of
India’s trade practices, reflects
the complex balance of
diplomacy as he navigates his
presidential campaign.

A Trump Defeat in 2024: A Turning Point for U.S.

Politics

The potential loss of Donald
Trump in the 2024 presidential
election could dramatically
reshape American politics. Such
an outcome may not only
diminish Trump’s influence but

also lead to significant
changes within the Republican
Party, potentially stabilizing the
political landscape for a
generation.

By Athena Nagel
The GOP’s Identity Crisis

A Trump defeat could
prompt a reassessment of the
Republican Party’s core values.
Trump’s presidency has altered

38 TH ISSUE 7
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traditional conservative ideals,
causing deep divisions. With his
exit, the party might return to
foundational principles like fiscal
conservatism and respect for
democratic norms. The rejection
of Trump’s populism and
authoritarian tendencies could
pave the way for moderate,
traditional conservatives to
regain influence.

New Leadership Emergence

If Trump loses, figures such
as Kamala Harris could usherin a
new political era. Some
Republicans may see this as a
chance to reclaim the GOP’s
identity, free from the shadow of
Trumpism. By doing so, the party
could seek new leadership that
resonates more with its original
conservative base.

Long-Term Consequences for the
GOP

A Trump defeat could
fragment the GOP, leading to a
possible realignment akin to the
Whig Party’s decline. New
political factions might emerge
within the party as members
navigate their future in a post-
Trump world. Such internal
struggles could reshape the
Republican Party’s identity for
decades to come.

Broader
Politics

Implications for U.S.

A Trump loss could also alter
voter dynamics. Groups that
once staunchly supported him,
including veterans, have shown
signs of discontent, potentially
shifting their loyalty to more

traditional Republican
candidates. On the other hand,
the Democrats may find

themselves more unified, using
this opportunity to consolidate
power and push for systemic
reforms, further stabilizing
American politics.

Future Elections and Trump’s
Influence

The  future of  American
elections may hinge on whether
Trump withdraws from politics
or continues to wield influence.
If he steps aside, Republicans
might choose candidates who

prioritize unity and civic
responsibility. However, if
Trump remains active, his

supporters could continue to
dominate the party’s direction,
complicating efforts to restore
traditional conservative values.

Conclusion

A Trump defeat in 2024 could
be a defining moment for U.S.
politics. By prompting a
reevaluation of the Republican
Party’s direction.

Project 2025: The Controversial Plan Shaping the

2024 Election

By Athena Nagel
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Project 2025, a

900-page policy

agenda from the
Heritage Foundation, has
stirred intense debate as 14
it lays out a conservative vision
for the next Republican
president. Despite distancing
himself from the document,
former President Donald Trump
remains a key focus in
discussions  surrounding its
proposals.

Vice President Kamala
Harris called the plan a
“dangerous Dblueprint” during
the ABC News presidential
debate, highlighting its potential
impact if Trump returns to
office. Although Trump
disavowed any connection to
Project 2025, the think tank’s

proposals were crafted by
former Trump administration
officials,  giving = Democrats

ample ammunition for criticism.
The Creation of Project 2025

The Heritage Foundation, a
leading conservative think tank,
has a history of shaping
Republican administrations,
including a significant influence
during  Trump’s  presidency.
Released in April 2023, Project
2025 has become a focal point in

the 2024 election, with
Democrats forming a “Stop
Project 2025 Task Force” to
counter its influence. The
document outlines four main
policy goals: restoring family
values, dismantling the

administrative state, defending
national sovereignty, and
securing individual rights.

Key Policy Proposals

One of the most
controversial aspects of Project
2025 is its proposal to expand

presidential authority, placing
federal agencies, including
independent ones like the

Department of Justice, under
direct control of the president.
The plan also calls for
eliminating job protections for
government employees and
replacing them with political
appointees.  Additionally, it
seeks to overhaul or eliminate
agencies such as the FBI and the
Department of Education.

In terms of social policy,
Project 2025 touches on
abortion nearly 200 times but
stops short of advocating for a
national abortion ban.

It does, however, call for
banning the abortion pill
mifepristone and increasing
data collection related to
abortion, sparking  further
debate.

Political Backlash and Trump’s
Response

Despite Trump’s public
disavowal of Project 2025, the
plan continues to shape the
political discourse. Harris and
other Democrats have used the
document to criticize the Trump
campaign, arguing that it
reflects an ultra-conservative
social vision. Meanwhile, the
Heritage Foundation has stood
by the document, emphasizing
its influence on the Republican
platform.

38 TH ISSUE 9
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Tony Blair Warns of Rising Autocracy

and Threats to Global Democracy

‘-.

Former British Prime Minister
Tony Blair recently appeared on
CNN’s Fareed Zakaria GPS to
discuss the growing threat of
autocracy worldwide. As
political landscapes shift
towards authoritarianism, Blair’s
insights highlight the
importance of defending
democracy and the values that
sustain it.

Blair emphasized the global
nature of the issue, noting that
both emerging and established
democracies face the risk of
autocratic rule. He stressed the
importance of accountability,
transparency, and the rule of

law in  maintaining political
stability and public trust.
lgnoring these core democratic

BY JAN FRAZIER

values could lead to the further
erosion of democracy.

Leadership plays a critical
role in resisting autocracy. Blair
argued that leaders must take
proactive measures to defend
democratic institutions while
engaging with citizens to rebuild
trust in  governance. This
includes not just addressing
current challenges but fostering
a long-term culture of
democratic participation.

Blair also called for
international cooperation
among democratic nations. He
suggested that stronger
alliances could help protect and
promote democratic values
globally, particularly in regions
experiencing democratic
backsliding, such as Eastern
Europe and parts of Asia.

Blair’s remarks come at a time
when many countries are
consolidating  power under
autocratic regimes. His call to
action is a reminder that
defending democracy is a global
imperative, requiring vigilance
from both leaders and citizens.

Western Governments Face Pressure to Halt Arms

Sales to Israel Amid Gaza Conflict

By Eric Gahagan

10
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Western governments are
under increasing pressure to halt
arms sales to Israel as the war
with Hamas in Gaza intensifies.
Israel, heavily reliant on
imported military equipment
such as aircraft, guided bombs,
and missiles, has conducted one
of the most destructive aerial
campaigns in recent history.
Critics, including  campaign
groups and some Western
politicians, argue that arms
exports should be suspended,
claiming Israel isn’t doing

enough to protect civilians or
ensure adequate humanitarian
aid.

The UK recently suspended
30 export licenses for military
equipment following concerns
about compliance with
international humanitarian law.

Military imports, the
decision has drawn sharp
criticism from Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who called it “shameful.”

The United States, Israel’s
largest arms supplier, has
provided billions in military aid
over the years. However, there

have been instances where the
Biden administration paused
arms  shipments due to
concerns about civilian
casualties. Germany, Israel’s
second-largest supplier,
continues to sell arms, including
advanced submarines while
maintaining a cautious tone on
Israeli actions in Gaza.

Despite these pressures,
Israel maintains that its forces
are working to avoid civilian
casualties and accuses Hamas
of deliberately using civilians as
shields.
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LDCs Falling Short of Global Export Goal by
2030: UNCTAD Report

A recent report reveals that
the world’s least developed
countries (LDCs) are failing to
meet the target of doubling their
share in global exports by 2030.
The goal, set by the United
Nations as part of its Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),
aimed to increase the 46 LDCs’
share from 1% in 2011 to 2% by
2030. However, according to the
latest data from the UN Trade
and Development (UNCTAD), the
LDCs’ export  share has
stagnated at around 1% since
2011.

The findings, published in the
SDG Pulse 2024, follow a
broader UN report showing that
only 17% of SDG targets are on
track. UN Trade and
Development Secretary-General
Rebeca Grynspan called the
report a “call to action,” urging
global leaders to use this data to
drive meaningful change.

Trade and Domestic
Synergy for Inclusiveness

Policy

The 2024 World Trade Report
from the World Trade
Organization (WTO) underscores
the importance of aligning trade

domestic

and
inclusive growth. The

policies for
report
shows that greater trade
participation is linked to GDP
growth in lower-income
economies, though it highlights
a weak connection between
trade and domestic income
inequality.

WTO Chief Economist Ralph
Ossa emphasized the need for
comprehensive strategies that
combine open trade with
supportive domestic policies
and international cooperation.

Global Trade Updates

In other global trade news,
China’s exports surged 8.7% in

By Jan Frazier

August, marking an 18-month
high, while its imports grew just
0.5%. Meanwhile, the United
States and China are set to
engage in diplomatic talks as
trade tensions simmer. The
global shipping industry also
voiced concerns over rising U.S.
economic nationalism and its
potential to harm global trade.

These developments
highlight the critical role of trade
policy in shaping the global
economic landscape,
particularly as nations strive to
meet ambitious international
goals like the SDGs.

Ukraine Aid Attack, Africa School Closures and
Georgia Rights Crackdown

By Athena Nagel
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Aid Trucks Targeted in Ukraine

In Ukraine’s Donetsk region,
three International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) workers
were killed in a Russian artillery
strike  while  preparing to
distribute winter  supplies.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy condemned the attack
as a war crime, drawing attention
to the dangers faced by
humanitarian workers in conflict
zones. The ICRC expressed
outrage, stressing that their
vehicles were clearly marked
and should be protected under
international law.

Ny are

School Closures in Africa Due to
Insecurity

Armed conflict and extremist
violence have led to over 1,000
school closures across
countries like Mali and Burkina
Faso. The escalating violence
has displaced many families,
forcing children out of school
and into dangerous conditions.
The closures pose a serious
threat to education and safety

in these conflict-affected
regions.
Georgia’s Human Rights

Defenders Under Pressure

Human rights defenders in
Georgia are facing increasing

government scrutiny and
intimidation, raising concerns
about democratic freedoms.

Activists report that authorities

using intimidation to
suppress dissent, which has
prompted criticism from

international organizations. This
comes as the nation grapples
with broader political tensions,
jeopardizing civil liberties and
democratic governance.

These global developments
reflect ongoing challenges in
humanitarian access, education,
and human rights advocacy
amidst rising instability.

Pakistan Welcomes Fugitive Preacher Zakir Naik
Amid Controversy

Fugitive Islamic preacher
Zakir Naik arrived in Pakistan on
October 1, 2024, amid tight
security, following an invitation
from the Government of
Pakistan. Wanted in India for
alleged money laundering and
hate speech, Naik was greeted at
the New lIslamabad Airport by
high-ranking officials, including
Rana Mashhood, Chairman of
the Pakistan Prime Minister’s
Youth Program, and Syed Atta-
ur-Rehman, Additional Secretary
of the Ministry of Religious

Affairs.

Naik, accompanied by his son
Farig Naik, an Islamic scholar,
plans a month-long tour that
includes public lectures and

meetings with senior
government officials in cities
like Islamabad, Karachi, and

Lahore. His team announced a
series of public talks scheduled
for October 5-6 in Karachi,
October 12-13 in Lahore, and
October 19-20 in Islamabad.

By Athena Nagel

The invitation comes despite
Naik’s controversial history,
including accusations of inciting
hate and promoting extremist
sentiments. Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim recently
stated that Malaysia would not
condone terrorism and
indicated that the country
would act if sufficient evidence
were presented against Naik.

Zakir Naik is the founder of
the banned channel PeaceTV,
which has faced restrictions in

13
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India, Bangladesh, and Sri
Lanka due to its
inflammatory content.

He has also been denied
entry into Canada and the
UK over similar concerns. His
arrival in Pakistan has sparked
debate and raised questions
about the government’s stance
on extremism and its
implications for regional
security.

Pakistan Faces Transitional Pain After $7 Billion
IMF Relief Package

Pakistan announced that it
must endure “transitional pain”
following  the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) approval
of a $7 billion relief package to
stabilize its struggling economy.
While the nation has stabilized
since narrowly avoiding default
last summer, it remains heavily
reliant on IMF bailouts and loans
from allied countries to manage
its substantial debt, which
consumes nearly half of its
annual revenue.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb stated,
“There will be transitional pain,
but if we are to make it the last
programme, we must implement
structural reforms.” The IMF
confirmed it would initiate an
immediate  disbursement of
about $1 billion as part of the
package.

IMF mission chief Nathan
Porter noted the past year has
seen a “welcome return to
economic stability in Pakistan,”
but emphasized the need for the

country to transition from this
renewed stability toward
sustained growth that benefits
society  broadly. In  July,
Pakistan agreed to its 24th IMF
deal since 1958, contingent
upon unpopular reforms,
including reducing power
subsidies and expanding the tax
base.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif highlighted the
“tremendous support” from
Saudi Arabia, China, and the
UAE, which facilitated the deal
during the final negotiation
phase. He expressed gratitude
for China’s role in strengthening
Pakistan’s position during these
discussions.

Additionally, Aurangzeb
revealed ongoing negotiations
for a $12 billion loan reprofiling
with bilateral lenders, including
$5 billion from Saudi Arabia, $4
billion from China, and $3 billion
from the UAE for a three- to
five-year period. Porter
indicated that these countries

By Christina Levandowski

had provided “significant
financing assurances” beyond
the existing loan commitments.

The news initially propelled
Pakistan’s stock exchange to
new heights, though it later lost
momentum. Economist Kaiser
Bengali cautioned that while the
deal will help address
immediate debts, the focus on
increasing taxes rather than
reducing government spending
raises concerns.

By the end of 2023,
Pakistan’s total debt had
exceeded $250 billion, equating
to 74% of its GDP, with about
40% owed to foreign creditors.
The country’s largest foreign
creditor is China, followed by
the World Bank. Pakistan’s
economic situation has been
exacerbated by political turmoil,
catastrophic floods, and long-
standing mismanagement,
leading to a precarious fiscal
landscape.

14
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Despite recent it warned that formidable difficult business environment
IMF acknowledgements of key vulnerabilities and structural and weak governance that stifle
steps toward economic stability, challenges remain, including a investment.
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American and Filipino
security officials have agreed to
retain a U.S. mid-range missile

system in the northern
Philippines indefinitely, a move
aimed at strengthening
deterrence  despite  China’s
objections. The Typhon missile
system, which can launch both
the Standard Missile-6 and
Tomahawk Land Attack Missile,
was initially brought to the
Philippines for joint combat
exercises in April and has now
sparked discussions about its
extended presence.

The Tomahawk missiles can
reach targets over 1,000 miles

away, putting significant
portions of China within range.
Officials are considering

maintaining the missile system
until April 2025, coinciding with
the annual Balikatan exercises,

BY ERIC GAHAGAN

which  means “shoulder-to-
shoulder” in Tagalog.

Philippine officials, who
spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity,
highlighted that there has been
no official comment from U.S.
representatives regarding the
deployment. Chinese diplomats
have voiced their concerns,
warning that this missile system
could destabilize the region.

Philippine Defense
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
firmly rejected China’s demands
for the missile’s removal,
labelling them as interference in
the Philippines’ internal affairs.
“China is saying that they are
alarmed, but that is interference
in our internal affairs,” he
stated. Teodoro urged China to
lead by example by dismantling
its own nuclear arsenal and

withdrawing from contested
territories in the South China
Sea.

Philippine military chief Gen.
Romeo Brawner Jr. expressed
his preference for the Typhon
system to remain permanently
in the country, stating,

“If 1 were given a choice, |
would like to have the Typhon
here in the Philippines forever
because we need it for our
defence.”

Last month, during
discussions between Philippine
Foreign Secretary Enrique
Manalo and Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi, China reiterated its
alarm over the missile
deployment, claiming it could be
“destabilizing.” However,
Manalo disagreed, emphasizing
that the missile system was only
temporarily stationed in the
Philippines.

Despite being deployed for
joint drills, the missile system
was not utilized during the
exercises. The increased U.S.
military presence in the region,
particularly in the Philippines,
has faced strong opposition
from China, which claims such
actions threaten regional
stability.
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The South China Sea remains a
contentious area with
overlapping territorial claims
from Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei,

and Taiwan, alongside China and
the Philippines. As tensions rise,
the strategic significance of the

region, believed to harbor vast
undersea resources, becomes
increasingly pronounced.

The Carnegie Asia
Program’s “Alliance
Future” initiative

focuses on strengthening
the U.S.-Australia
alliance, exploring
strategies to enhance
cooperation, address outdated
regulations, and align national
defense priorities. As the Indo-
Pacific security landscape
evolves, the ability of Australia
and the United States to
maintain alignment in their
defense strategies is crucial.

Managing the complexities
of future security dynamics is
challenging, as both countries
share strategic interests but face
divergent operational realities.
The assumption that integrating
their defense strategies should

be straightforward overlooks
significant obstacles. For
instance, while Australia’s

acquisition of long-range strike
capabilities is promising, its
capacity for independent or
combined high-end deterrence
remains limited in the near term.

Regional relationships also
play a pivotal role, influencing
the partners’ ability to respond
effectively to future conflicts.
Different perceptions of threat
and the geographic focus of

potential conflicts complicate
the alignment of their military

strategies. Miscommunication
and misaligned expectations
regarding Australia’s
commitments to U.S. military
objectives could lead to
ineffective deterrence efforts.

The recently released 2024
Australian National Defence
Strategy (NDS) serves as a solid
foundation for synchronizing
defense priorities. It emphasizes
deterrence by denial and
outlines specific objectives,
including maintaining situational
awareness and holding
adversaries at risk. To enhance
alignment, three key focus areas
emerge: effective resource
deployment, strengthening ties
with  regional actors, and
building resilient networks of

By Jan Frazier

cooperation among like-minded
states.

As discussions around
defense  cooperation  often
revolve around U.S. priorities, it
is critical to recognize that
Australia  retains  sovereign
control over its military
decisions. The current discourse
reflects a range of perspectives,
including  skepticism  about
closer military integration and
calls for a more autonomous
defense posture focused on
regional interests.

The question of Australia’s
involvement in potential
conflicts, such as a Taiwan
scenario, underscores differing
strategic priorities. The U.S.
anticipates high-end maritime
conflicts, while  Australia’s
strategy emphasizes littoral
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operations and the need for a
defense posture capable of
countering threats closer to
home. The disparity in military
capabilities also presents
challenges, as Australia’s
planned acquisitions, such as
nuclear-powered submarines,
may not align with its immediate
operational needs.

Despite these differences,
opportunities exist for improved
cooperation between Canberra
and Washington. A concerted
effort to harmonize defense
strategies can enhance
deterrence and better prepare

both nations for potential
conflicts. The 2022 U.S. Defense
Strategy identifies four core
priorities aimed at addressing
multifaceted threats, and a more
collaborative approach to
strategic alignment is necessary.

Implementing an effects-
focused framework can guide

U.S.-Australia defense
cooperation.  This  involves
clarifying desired outcomes,

investing in critical capabilities,
and fostering relationships with
regional partners. Effective

military planning hinges on
shared objectives, resource
allocation, and resilience in the
face of emerging challenges.

In conclusion, the path
toward an integrated defense
strategy between the U.S. and
Australia is  fraught with
complexity but not
insurmountable. By prioritizing
resource allocation, relationship
building, and resilience, both
nations can work toward a more
cohesive defense posture in the
Indo-Pacific region.

U.S. Oversight of Ukraine
Accountability Amid Corruption

Since Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, the U.S. Congress
has appropriated $174 billion in
military and humanitarian aid to

help Ukraine defend itself
against Russian aggression. U.S.
Department of Defense

Inspector General Robert Storch
emphasizes that overseeing
U.S. security assistance

to Ukraine is his office’s

top priority, with over

200 personnel dedicated to thi
mission.

In a recent interview with
Voice of America’s Ukrainian
Service, Storch discussed the
complexities of ensuring
oversight in a war-torn country

grappling with endemic
corruption and lacking a
significant u.s. military

presence. As of mid-August, the

"t*.'.

Special Inspector General’s
report revealed 57 ongoing
investigations into issues like
procurement fraud, corruption,
and the diversion of weapon
technology.

In January, Ukraine’s SBU
security service uncovered a
$40 million corruption scheme
involving defense ministry

Aid: Ensuring

By Christina Levandowski

officials and arms suppliers. This

scandal, however, did not
involve U.S.-provided materials.
In  September 2023, Oleksii
Reznikov was dismissed as
Ukraine’s defense minister amid
various corruption allegations,
despite his strong reputation in
engaging with Western allies.

Storch assured that the
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Pentagon collaborates closely
with  Ukraine’s military and
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s  government to
obtain timely and accurate
information for effective
oversight. He noted that while
initial communication was
lacking at the onset of the
invasion, improvements have
been made, partly due to the
oversight efforts.

Regarding the robustness of
oversight, Storch stated that
they are implementing
comprehensive measures that
encompass all aspects of U.S.
assistance. His team, along with
partners from the  State
Department and USAID,
comprises around 300 to 400
personnel engaged in oversight.

When asked about the
Ukrainian officials’
understanding of the
importance of timely reporting,
Storch confirmed their

acknowledgment of its
significance for ensuring .

In terms of material

transfer, Storch emphasized
that U.S. personnel closely
monitor the reporting

obligations of the Ukrainian
armed forces, ensuring proper
inventory management despite
the challenges posed by the

wartime  environment.  The
accountability of  provided
equipment has improved,
though initial delays were
encountered when the U.S.
personnel had to exit the
country.

Storch, who previously
worked in Ukraine from 2007 to
2009, noted the ongoing
challenges with corruption and
highlighted the maturation of
Ukraine’s anti-corruption
institutions. The U.S. continues
to provide assistance in
combating corruption while
ensuring oversight to track
progress.

Storch, who previously worked
in Ukraine from 2007 to 20009,
noted the ongoing challenges
with corruption and highlighted
the maturation of Ukraine’s anti-
corruption institutions. The U.S.
continues to provide assistance
in combating corruption while
ensuring oversight to track
progress.

While 57
underway
allegations,
that none

investigations are
into various
Storch indicated
have been
substantiated yet. He
acknowledged the significant
risk of weapon diversion but
affirmed that ongoing
programmatic oversight aims to
address these concerns.

Lastly, addressing the
Pentagon’s accounting for U.S.
equipment, Storch
acknowledged that initial
methodologies led to

overvaluation.

The United States is sending
Michael Chase, the deputy
assistant secretary of defense
for China, Taiwan, and Mongolia,
to China’s top annual security
forum, the Xiangshan Forum,
later this month. This move,
confirmed by two U.S. defense
officials to VOA, underscores the
U.S.’s commitment to
maintaining military
communication with China.

Chase’s attendance is viewed
as a step toward consistent U.S.

By Irene Taschek
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participation, as he is more
senior than last year’s
representative but aligns with
the Pentagon’s historical norms
for such events. Notably, the
Pentagon did not send any
officials to the forum from 2020
to 2022 due to the pandemic.

According to a defense
official who spoke anonymously,
Chase’s engagement aims to
keep communication lines open
and ensure China clearly
understands the U.S. position on
global security issues. This
forum follows a significant face-
to-face meeting in Singapore
between U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin and Chinese
Defense Minister Admiral Dong
Jun in late May, marking a
reestablishment of dialogue

between the two nations after a
prolonged absence.

“Of course talks can make a
difference,” Deputy Pentagon
Press Secretary Sabrina Singh

stated  earlier this  year,
emphasizing that military-to-
military communications are
crucial for avoiding

miscalculations.

The upcoming forum, set for
September 12-14, is expected to
attract delegations from over
90 countries and international
organizations, according to
Chinese state media. This year’s
discussions occur against a
backdrop of rising tensions
between China and U.S. ally the
Philippines in the South China
Sea. Recently, China’s coast
guard has employed aggressive
tactics, such as using water
cannons and ramming to disrupt
Philippine fishing and resupply
missions.

China has long maintained its
ambition to control Taiwan, with
the defense ministry
emphasizing that the Taiwan
issue is central to its national
interests. In response, President
Joe Biden has reiterated that
U.S. troops would defend
Taiwan against any aggression.

Last year, Austin and his

Philippine counterpart
formalized the U.S.-Philippines
Bilateral Defense Guidelines,

asserting that any armed attack
on either nation’s vessels or
forces in the Pacific, including
the South China Sea, would
trigger mutual defense
commitments under the 1951
U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense
Treaty.

The U.S. is finalizing a
substantial $570 million security
assistance package to Taiwan,

the largest to date, as reported
by multiple congressional aides
and a U.S. official. This strategic

By Athena Nagel

move, expected to anger China,
involves rapidly delivering aid
by directly shipping from U.S.
military  stocks, a method
proven effective in supporting
Ukraine.

The Pentagon has already
approved this package, pending
the president’s signature, which
is anticipated before the fiscal
year ends. Notably, this package
nearly doubles the $345 million
sent last year, highlighting a
significant escalation in U.S.
military support for Taiwan.
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Taiwan remains a sensitive
issue in U.S.-China relations,
with Beijing asserting that the
self-governed island is part of its
territory and threatening
military action to achieve
unification. Conversely, the U.S.
stands as Taiwan’s oldest
military ally. Public tensions
often surface, as evidenced by
China’s defense minister’s
recent threats against
supporters of Taiwanese
independence during the
Shangri-La  Dialogue, Asia’s
premier defense summit.

Despite these tensions,
diplomatic efforts continue. At a
recent defense conference in
Beijing, the Chinese military
adopted a less confrontational
tone, coinciding with U.S.
National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan’s  visit, where he
engaged with senior Chinese
officials.

The forthcoming aid package is
expected to bolster Taiwan’s
military capabilities with funds
allocated for training,
stockpiles, anti-armor weapons,
air defense, and multi-domain
awareness, although specific
details remain vague. Drones,
crucial to Taiwan’s asymmetric
defense strategy, are also likely
included.

Due to the sensitive nature
of military support to Taiwan,
the U.S. rarely discusses the
specifics of its aid. The
Pentagon and the National
Security Council have refrained
from commenting on this
package, reiterating America’s
commitment to Taiwan’s self-
defense.

In a recent legislative effort,
Congress granted the
administration the authority to
send Taiwan up to $1 billion

from U.S. military stocks
annually, providing a more
direct form of support than
previous arms sales. However,
the Pentagon has been cautious
about sending equipment it
cannot replace, particularly
after delays in earlier aid
shipments caused issues such as
moldy and expired supplies,
prompting concerns about U.S.
reliability.

This latest aid package,
which has undergone several
revisions, reflects a consensus
among senior officials that more
substantial support is necessary
for Taiwan. Furthermore, the
Pentagon is preparing a third
drawdown aid package to
Taiwan, expected to be finalized
by January.

Amid ongoing geopolitical
tensions, the U.S. continues to
enhance Taiwan’s defense.

US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd J. Austin
spoke with Saudi Minister
of Defense Prince Khalid
bin Salman on Friday to addreS
regional security challenges,
according to Pentagon Press
Secretary Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder.
They highlighted their mutual
interest in deterring aggression
and reducing tensions in the
region.

Both officials agreed to
enhance the US-Saudi defense
partnership to restore stability.
In addition, Austin engaged in

discussions with Israeli Defense

Minister Yoav Gallant,
emphasizing Israel’s need to
pursue diplomatic negotiations
to ease tensions with Hizballah
along the Lebanon-Israel
border.

By Christina Levandowski

WASHINGTON

With around 70,000 Israelis
displaced from northern areas
and approximately 100,000
fleeing toward Beirut, the
situation remains critical. While
reaffirming support for Israel’s
self-defense.
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Tragedy in Eastern Romania: At Least Five

Dead Amid Severe Flooding

At least five people have
been found dead in
eastern Romania after
torrential storms
unleashed
unprecedented rainfall, leaving
hundreds stranded in flooded
regions. Emergency authorities
reported the tragic incident on
Saturday.

Rescue operations are
ongoing in the severely affected
eastern counties of Galati and
Vaslui. The bodies of three older
women and one man were
recovered from four localities,
according to the Department for
Emergency Situations.

Video footage released by
emergency authorities shows
rescue teams evacuating
individuals using small lifeboats
through muddy waters, while
others were carried to safety.
The worst flooding occurred in
Galati, impacting around 5,000
households. A Black Hawk
helicopter has also been
deployed to aid search and
rescue efforts.

The storms wreaked havoc
across 19 localities in eight
counties, with strong winds
toppling trees that damaged
vehicles and obstructed roads.
Authorities issued text alerts to

BY CHRISTINA LEVANDOWSK

residents,
adverse weather conditions as
emergency services rushed to
remove floodwater from homes.

warning them of

Romanian Environment
Minister Mircea Fechet
informed the Associated Press
that some areas experienced
over 160 liters (42 gallons) of
rain per square meter, a
phenomenon rarely seen.

This severe weather event is
not limited to Romania, as
several Central European
nations— including the Czech
Republic, Poland, Austria,
Germany, Slovakia, and Hungary
— brace for potential flooding
over the weekend.

In the Czech Republic, river
levels have surged dangerously
high, prompting the evacuation
of hundreds, including patients

from a hospital in Brno, the
country’s second-largest city.
By Saturday evening, authorities
had declared the highest flood
warnings in more than 70 areas
and advised thousands more
residents to prepare for
possible evacuations as the rain
persisted.

Austria has also declared 24
villages in the northeast Lower
Austria province as “disaster
zones,” initiating evacuations. In
Vienna, the Danube River’s
water levels have risen sharply,
with flood relief channels built
in the 1970s and 80s likely to be
tested. Additionally, the Kamp
River, a tributary of the Danube,
is swelling due to the severe
weather.

Moldova has not been
spared, facing heavy rains that
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led emergency workers to pump In Poland, precautionary unprecedented rainfall. As
floodwater from homes in evacuations occurred in two storms continue to cause havoc
several areas. Furthermore, 13 Vvillages near Nysa, in the Nysa across Eastern Europe,
localities in three districts River basin, as meteorologists authorities remain on high alert.
experienced partial electricity issued warnings of

outages.

MEPs Urge Action on Extreme Weather Events

In response to the alarming
rise in the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather
events across Europe, including
floods, heatwaves, and wildfires,
Members of the European
Parliament (MEPs) have voiced
their deep concerns. This call to
action came during a resolution
addressing  the  devastating
floods affecting Austria, Czechia,
Germany, Hungary, Poland,
Romania, and Slovakia, which
was approved on September 19.

The resolution highlights

the dissatisfaction of MEPs with
recent budget cuts to the EU’s

Civil Protection Mechanism.
They stress the need for
adequate funding to enhance
preparedness and capacity
building, particularly in light of
the upcoming multi-annual EU
budget. MEPs insist that the EU
Solidarity Fund must be
adjusted to reflect the rising
number and severity of natural
disasters in Europe. They are

By Eric Gahagan

also urging the European
Commission to expedite the
mobilization of funds for
affected countries and to
provide additional technical and
financial support through
cohesion policy instruments.

Looking toward the future,

the resolution calls for
increased EU investment in
regional and local resilience

initiatives. MEPs emphasize the
importance of aligning future EU
cohesion policy with climate
change mitigation and
adaptation strategies.

To further bolster these
efforts, MEPs have urged the
Commission to swiftly present a
European Climate Adaptation
Plan. This plan should include
concrete legislative proposals
aimed at strengthening EU
resilience, adapting to climate
change impacts, and enhancing
coordination of national
preparedness, planning, and
cross-border cooperation. They
also highlight the urgent need

for investments in flood
management and prevention
measures to safeguard
communities against future

climate challenges.
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Catastrophic Flooding in Southwestern Poland:
UNHCR,S Response and RelIEf EffOI‘tS ByIreneTaschek

Catastrophic flooding is

severely impacting
southwestern  Poland  after
intense rainfall brought by

Storm Boris. The situation is dire,
with a state of natural disaster
declared in 22 districts (powiats).
Many communities are bracing
for more flooding in the coming
days.

The UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) expresses its sympathy
and support for those affected.
UNHCR staff and partners are

mobilizing  to  assist  the
government-led response,
providing aid to evacuated

individuals, including locals and
refugees.

“UNHCR stands in solidarity
with Poland and all affected by
these devastating floods,” said
Kevin J. Allen, UN Refugee
Coordinator for the Ukraine
Situation and UNHCR
Representative in Poland. He
emphasized the need to support
Polish communities, which have
previously welcomed refugees
fleeing war and persecution.

UNHCR is mobilizing core
relief items and coordinating
with national and local crisis
management teams for swift

delivery to victims. |Initial
assistance for 500 families in

Zabkowice  Slaskie includes
folding beds, mattresses, bed
linen, and hygiene kits.
Additionally, emergency

supplies have been sent to the
Polish Red Cross for
contingency stock.

To ensure refugees have access
to critical information, UNHCR
and local partner Nomada are
translating and disseminating
official alerts in understandable
languages. They are also
monitoring the situation of
refugees in collective shelters,
some of whom are particularly .

UNHCR stands ready to
provide further assistance in
support of the Polish
government’s response.

Storm Boris Flooding: 19 Lives Lost in Central and

Eastern Europe

At least 19 people have died due
to flooding caused by Storm
Boris in Central and Eastern
Europe, with more torrential rain
expected. Rivers overflowed in
the Czech Republic, while the
Danube rose alarmingly in

Austria, Slovakia, and Hungary.
Authorities report this is the
worst flooding in two decades.

Border regions between the
Czech Republic and Poland
faced significant damage over

By Eric Gahagan
the weekend, leading to
collapsed bridges and

destroyed homes. Seven deaths
were reported in Romania, four
in Poland, five in Austria, and
three in the Czech Republic,
with many still missing.
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In the Czech Republic, a woman
drowned near the Polish border,
and seven others were reported
missing. In Austria, emergency
services discovered an 8l-year-
old woman dead in her flooded
home. The city of Wroclaw in
Poland is preparing for the Oder
River to peak, while the
government has declared a
state.

Reports indicate widespread
devastation in towns like
Klodzko, where residents are
struggling to salvage belongings
and appeal for food and
clothing. Military helicopters are
assisting flood response efforts
in Poland, and communities are
urged to prepare for more

floods.

Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala
announced the evacuation of
over 13,000 people as
authorities brace for additional
rain. As conditions worsen,
neighboring  countries  like
Slovakia and Hungary may soon
be affected by the lingering
storm system.

EU Supports Green Innovations in Belgrade

With support from the
European Union’s “EU for the
Green Agenda in Serbia” project,
two local companies near
Belgrade are recycling
automotive and construction
textile waste to create new
products. This initiative aids in
transitioning from a linear to a
circular business model,
promoting efficient resource and
energy use, reducing waste and
greenhouse gas emissions, and
fostering a cleaner environment.

H.E. Ambassador Emanuele
Giaufret, Head of the EU

Delegation to Serbia, stated,
“These are just two of many

examples of how the EU
supports Serbian
entrepreneurs. We  provide

opportunities for creativity and
innovation to help the country
become greener while also
boosting economic  growth.
Environment and economy
must go hand in hand,
sustainable  businesses are
crucial for a greener future. We
all benefit from
environmentally-friendly
companies.”

By Eric Gahagan

Thanks to EU co-financing,
“Steel Impex” has acquired an
air  filtration system and
equipment enabling the
recycling of 80%-90% of a
vehicle in  KrnjeSevci. By
separating  different  metal
fractions  from  automotive
waste, the company will
produce  high-purity = metal
granules for local foundries,
significantly reducing
automotive waste by over
165,000 tons in the next 20
years.
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“Reusing and reducing
waste is beneficial for
the environment, people,
and their health, while
also enhancing

business operations and
increasing competitiveness in
foreign markets. Together with
the European Union and other
partners, UNDP will continue
supporting innovators whose
initiatives drive Serbia’s green
transition,” said Yakup Beris,
UNDP Serbia Resident
Representative.

The EU Ambassador and the
UNDP Resident Representative
also visited “ArTech Engineering”
in Dobanovci, where a new
material called “Retex” is being
developed from textile leftovers
from the production of tents,
awnings, and tarpaulins. This
material is suitable for
construction use, insulation, and
interior decoration.

Under the “EU for the Green
Agenda” initiative, 66 “green”
innovations worth a total of $25
million have been implemented,
thanks to the financial support
of the EU, Switzerland, and the
Government of Serbia

The presentation of innovations
from “Steel Impex” and “ArTech

implemented by UNDP with
technical and financial support
from the European Union, in
partnership with the Ministry of
Environmental Protection and in
cooperation with the Embassy
of Sweden and the European

Investment Bank (EIB), with
additional funding from the
governments of Sweden,

Switzerland, and Serbia.

Europe MEPs Boycott Vote Against Far-Right
Influence on Venezuela Resolution

In a symbolic stand against
the far-right “Patriots” group in
the European Parliament, Renew
Europe MEPs will abstain from
voting on a resolution
concerning the political situation
in Venezuela, which was co-
authored by the “Patriots”
group. Renew Europe contends
that the “Patriots” do not
prioritize the interests of
Venezuela’s opposition and have

chosen to voice their protest
instead of participating in what
they see as a far-right agenda.

Recent electoral records
indicate that Edmundo Gonzélez
has won the presidential
election by a significant margin,
with  expectations for his
inauguration as President in
January 2025. Renew Europe
reaffirms its commitment to

By Christina Levandowski

supporting the opposition and
democratic principles, rejecting
any normalization of divisive

rhetoric and policies that
contradict tolerance and
diversity.

The group calls for a return to
the political center within the
European Parliament,
emphasizing the need to
reaffirm democratic and liberal
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values that promote inclusivity
and cooperation. They argue
that geopolitical stances should
originate from the center, among
democrats.

Valérie Hayer, President of
Renew Europe, stated,

“We will not participate in
today’s vote on the Venezuela
resolution to oppose the
involvement of the ‘Patriots.” R

F

enew Europe fully supports
Venezuela’s opposition leader
but will not engage in political
deals with the so-called
‘Patriots."”

Hayer highlighted the
importance of crafting the
future of the European Union
from the political center,
warning that the rise of
extremism threatens Europe’s
stability and future.

September 2024

Oihane Agirregoitia Martinez
(Partido  Nacionalista Vasco,
Spain), a negotiator for Renew
Europe, expressed
disappointment that dialogue
did not occur in the European
Parliament, unlike the efforts
made by the Platform opposing
Nicolas Maduro. She emphasized
the hope that Nicoldas Maduro
would not be sworn in as
president on January 10.
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Pressure Mounts on Western Governments to

Halt Arms Sales to Israel Amid Gaza Conflict

Western governments are
under increasing pressure to
stop arms sales to Israel due to
its military actions against
Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Israel, a
significant weapons exporter,
heavily depends on imported
military equipment, including
aircraft and guided munitions, to

execute what experts call one of

the most intense aerial
campaigns in recent history.

Campaign groups and some
politicians from Israel’s Western
allies argue that these arms
exports should be suspended,
claiming Israel is not doing
enough to protect civilian lives
or ensure adequate
humanitarian aid reaches those
in need.

In response, the UK recently
announced the suspension of
around 30 export licenses for
military equipment to Israel,
evaluating its adherence to
international humanitarian law.
Although UK arms exports
represent a small fraction of
Israel’s overall military supplies,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu condemned the
decision as “shameful.”

BY ERIC GAHAGAN

The conflict escalated after

Hamas’s attack on Israel on
October 7, 2023, resulting in
approximately 1,200 fatalities
and the capture of over 250
hostages. In retaliation, more
than 40,000 people in Gaza
have reportedly died, according
to local health authorities.

Israel maintains that it is
working to minimize civilian
casualties and accuses Hamas
of deliberately endangering
civilians. It also asserts that
there are no restrictions on
humanitarian aid deliveries.

The United States, the
largest arms supplier to Israel,
has provided significant military
support, accounting for 69% of
Israel’s major conventional arms
imports from 2019 to 2023.

In recent months, the U.S. has

expedited military assistance,
delivering thousands of guided
munitions and  maintaining
military aid under a long-term
agreement aimed at sustaining
Israel’s military edge in the
region.

Germany follows as the
second-largest arms exporter to
Israel, significantly increasing
sales since the outbreak of the
conflict. Despite some internal
debate, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz continues to support
Israel’s right to self-defense
without indicating any risk of
halting arms sales.

As the war progresses, the
call for arms embargoes from
humanitarian groups and
politicians grows.
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Explosion in Beirut: Israel Strikes Hezbollah in

Jiyeh

The United States, the
largest arms supplier to
Israel, has provided
significant military
support, accounting for 69%
Israel’s major conventional arms
imports from 2019 to 2023.

Details of the Airstrike

The airstrike focused on
structures believed to contain
Hezbollah’s  military  assets.
Initial reports indicate at least
two fatalities and multiple
injuries as a result of the attack.
This operation is part of a series
of intensified Israeli military
actions across Lebanon, aiming
to dismantle Hezbollah’s
operational infrastructure.

Context of Escalating Violence

This event marks a significant
turning point in the ongoing
conflict, with Israel shifting its
military focus from Gaza to
Lebanon. In the past month
alone, Israeli airstrikes have
caused over 2,000 deaths and
countless injuries across
Lebanon, raising alarm about
civiian  safety amid the
bombardments. The Lebanese
Ministry of Health has reported
mass displacements as residents
flee south toward Beirut.

International Reactions

The escalation has drawn sharp
reactions from the international

Lebanon’s

community.
caretaker Prime Minister, Najib
Mikati, condemned the airstrikes
as “genocide,” calling for global

intervention  against  Israeli
aggression.  U.N.  Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres has
also cautioned against allowing
Lebanon to descend into chaos
similar to that of Gaza,
emphasizing the urgent need for
de-escalation from both sides.

Future Implications

With tensions on the rise, fears
are mounting that Israel’s
military strategy may result in
greater devastation in Lebanon.
High-ranking Israeli officials
have hinted at potential ground

By Christina Levandowsk

operations if Hezbollah’s
assaults continue, raising
concerns about a full-scale war
that could further destabilize
the region. The situation
remains precarious, with both
sides preparing for possible
confrontations.

In conclusion, the airstrike
in Jiyeh represents a deeper,
escalating conflict that poses
risks not just to Lebanon but to

the wider region. The
international community is
closely monitoring

developments as both military
actions and diplomatic efforts
unfold in this volatile climate.
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Iran

Launches

180 Missiles

into Israel:

Escalating Conflict Threatens Middle East

Stability

Iran launched at least 180
missiles into Israel on Tuesday,
marking a troubling escalation in
the conflict between Israel and
Iran and its Arab allies, pushing
the Middle East closer to a

potential regional war. This
barrage was framed by Iran as

retaliation for recent Israeli
strikes on the Iran-backed
militant group Hezbollah in

Lebanon, which has been firing
rockets into Israel since the Gaza
war began.

As air raid sirens blared
across Israel, citizens rushed to
bomb shelters while missiles lit
up the night sky. Israeli military
spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel

Hagari confirmed that many
incoming missiles were
intercepted, though some struck
central and southern Israel,

resulting in two minor injuries
from shrapnel. A Palestinian man
was also reported killed near

Jericho due to a missile impact,
though the origin of the strike
remained unclear.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu promised
retaliation against Iran, stating,

“They made a big mistake
tonight and will pay for it.”

Iran’s military leadership,
represented by Gen.
Mohammad Bagheri, warned of
a fierce response targeting
Israeli infrastructure with
increased intensity if attacks on
Iranian territory continue.

In retaliation for the missile
attacks, Israeli forces launched
airstrikes and artillery fire
against  southern Lebanese
villages, leading to a renewed
barrage of rockets from
Hezbollah into Israel. The
situation escalated further when
a shooting in Tel Aviv claimed

By Athena Nagel

at least six lives, adding to the
chaos.

The relationship between
Iran, Hezbollah, and Hamas has
heightened fears of a broader
conflict involving the U.S. as
military assets are deployed to
support Israel. Israel has
historically engaged in a shadow
war with Iran, but the recent
direct confrontations have
raised alarms about a potential
widespread conflict.

The U.N. Security Council
scheduled an emergency
meeting to address the
situation, reflecting the global
concern over the escalating
violence. Iran’s missile attack on
Tuesday came as a response to
the deaths of key leaders from
Hezbollah and Hamas due to

Israeli airstrikes, including
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah and other senior
figures

As tensions continue to rise,
Israel has stated it will maintain
pressure on Hezbollah until it is
safe for displaced citizens to
return home. Hezbollah, in turn,
has vowed to persist in its
rocket fire until a cease-fire is
established in Gaza with Hamas.

While reports suggest that
Israeli forces have conducted
ground raids in southern
Lebanon, Hezbollah has denied
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any significant incursions. Israeli
officials claim they have
conducted numerous covert
operations over the past year.
Tensions along the border have
led to mass evacuations from
southern Lebanon, reflecting the
increasingly volatile situation.

Recent fighting has intensified
the humanitarian crisis, with
reports indicating that over
1,000 people have died in
Lebanon as a result of Israeli
strikes, many of whom are
women and children. The
violence has drawn

September 2024
international attention,
prompting some  European

nations to withdraw diplomats

and citizens from Lebanon.
As the conflict deepens, the

potential for a broader war
looms, with both sides
preparing for an inevitable
showdown.

US Approves $740 Million Stinger Missile Sale to
Egypt Amid Gaza Crisis

The United States has
approved a $740 million sale of
Stinger missiles to  Egypt,
strengthening its partnership
amid the ongoing Gaza crisis.
The State Department notified
Congress of its decision to sell
720 Stinger missiles for Egypt’s
existing defense systems. This
move aims to enhance Egypt’s
security, which  Washington
views as key to political stability
and economic growth in thq
Middle East.

The sale reflects growing
cooperation between the two
countries, despite persistent
concerns over Egypt’s human
rights record. Congress retains
the power to block the sale,
though such efforts rarely
succeed.

In parallel, the US continues
supplying Israel with billions of
dollars in weapons, while urging
it to agree to a ceasefire in Gaza
and de-escalate tensions with
Lebanon. The missile sale

By Jan Frazier

underscores America’s strategic
interests in the region,
balancing  military  support
between key allies like Egypt
and Israel during heightened
conflict.

Iran’s Pezeshkian Accuses Israel of Provoking

Wider Conflict Amid Rising Tensions

[ranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian accused Israel on
Monday of attempting to

provoke a wider conflict in the

Middle East, asserting that
Tehran has been intentionally
refraining from retaliation to
foster regional peace. Speaking

By Eric Gahagan

at a roundtable during the UN
General Assembly in New York,
Pezeshkian emphasized, “If a
larger war were to erupt, it will
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not benefit anyone throughout
the world. It is Israel that seeks
to create this wider conflict.”

Pezeshkian, who was
inaugurated in  July as a
reformist leader, made his UN
debut amidst escalating tensions

following Israeli strikes on
Lebanon, which came after a
series of attacks targeting
handheld communication

devices linked to the Iranian-
backed militia Hezbollah.

His remarks came in the
wake of heightened tensions,
particularly following the
assassination of a Hamas
political chief in Tehran, widely
attributed to Israeli actions,
which occurred shortly after his
inauguration. Pezeshkian noted
Western appeals for Iran to
avoid retaliation, claiming that
Iran has made efforts to refrain
from responding in the hopes of
achieving peace in the region.

“We tried to not respond.
They kept telling us we are
within reach of peace, perhaps in
a week or so,” he stated.
However, he lamented that
peace remains elusive, pointing
to ongoing Israeli actions that he
described as “atrocities,” leading
to the deaths of numerous
civilians, including children and
the elderly.

When pressed about Iran’s
potential retaliation, Pezeshkian
refrained from giving a direct
answer but highlighted the need
for Hezbollah to defend itself.
“Curiously enough, we keep
being labeled as the perpetrator

of insecurity,” he said,
questioning the portrayal of Iran
in the current conflict dynamics.

Iran openly supports Hamas,
which carried out an attack on
Israel on October 7, resulting in
1,200 fatalities, primarily among
civilians. In response, lIsrael’s
military offensive in Gaza has

reportedly killed at least 41,455
people, most of whom are
civilians, according to figures

from the territory’s health
ministry. The United Nations has

described these casualty figures
as credible.

As tensions escalate and the
situation remains volatile,
Pezeshkian’s comments reflect
Iran’s complex role in the
ongoing conflicts, highlighting
the broader implications for
regional stability.

Kremlin Voices Alarm Over

Israel-Hezbollah
Conflict: Regional Stability at Stake

By Jan Frazier
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The Kremlin has voiced
significant concern regarding
the escalating conflict between
Israel and Hezbollah,
highlighting the serious threat it
poses to regional stability.
Dmitry Peskov, spokesperson
for President Vladimir Putin,
emphasized that the ongoing
hostilities could lead to
unpredictable consequences
destabilizing the entire Middle
East. This statement follows
recent Israeli military actions
targeting Hezbollah positions in
Lebanon, resulting in humerous
casualties and rising tensions.

Recent Developments

Israeli airstrikes against
Hezbollah  have intensified,
particularly after the recent
death of the group’s leader,
Hassan Nasrallah. These strikes
have targeted various locations
in Beirut, leading to significant
civilian casualties and
widespread condemnation from
Russia and other nations.

In response, Hezbollah has
launched rockets into northern
Israel, marking a notable
escalation reminiscent of past
conflicts. This military
engagement raises fears of a
larger regional war, with analysts
suggesting that both sides are
increasingly prepared for direct
confrontations.

International Reactions

Alongside Russia’s concerns,
Iran has condemned Israeli
actions as war crimes,
expressing solidarity with

Hezbollah. This response further
complicates the geopolitical
landscape in the region.

Russia’s Position

The Kremlin’s stance aligns
with its broader foreign policy
goals, which aim to establish a
multipolar world order
countering U.S. influence. While
Russia seeks to maintain its

relationship with Iran and
Hezbollah due to shared
interests against Western

powers, it also recognizes the
importance of stability in
Lebanon and its surroundings.
Russia’s Foreign Ministry has
called for an immediate end to
hostilities and urged all parties
to pursue diplomatic
resolutions to prevent further
escalation.

Strategic Implications

The ongoing conflict presents
strategic challenges for Russia
as it balances its relationships
with Israel and Iran. Historically,
Moscow has supported
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Hezbollah as part of its alliance
with Tehran, yet it is cautious

not to alienate Israel
completely, given their complex
interdependencies. Analysts
suggest that Moscow’s influence
could be critical in mediating
tensions if it effectively
leverages its connections with
both sides.

In summary, the Kremlin’s
concerns over the escalating
conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah underscore  the
precarious balance of power in
the Middle East. As military
actions intensify and diplomatic
efforts falter, the potential for a
broader conflict remains a
pressing issue for both regional
and global stability.

s



] CHRIS COONS CLARIFIES NANCY PELOSI’S
COMMENTS ON BIDEN'S POLITICAL FUTURE



