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Bahrain (Washington Insider
Magazine)—Bahrain’s sovereign
wealth fund, Mumtalakat, has
acquired full ownership of the
McLaren Group, a move set to
secure the future of the iconic
British supercar and motorsport
brand. Already McLaren’s largest
shareholder, Mumtalakat now
strengthens its 
position, enabling McLaren
 to address financial 
challenges and focus 
on innovation.

A New Era for McLaren

“This is a major milestone for
McLaren,” said Paul Walsh,
Executive Chairman of McLaren
Group. “Mumtalakat’s
commitment enables us to focus
on long-term goals, including
investment in new products,
technologies, and potential
technical partnerships.”

McLaren is actively exploring
collaborations to advance
electric vehicle (EV) technology,
with potential partners including
Polestar, Hyundai, BMW, and
Lucid Motors, as reported by the
Financial Times.

McLaren’s Journey and
Challenges

Headquartered in Woking, Surrey, 

aims to pave the way for strategic
partnerships. McLaren is actively
seeking collaborators to expand
its EV portfolio and maintain
competitiveness in the evolving
automotive landscape.
Sources suggest that
Mumtalakat may consider selling
a minority stake in McLaren to a
chosen partner, further
supporting technological
advancements and innovation.

What’s Next for McLaren?

As Mumtalakat takes the reins,
McLaren is poised to:

Enhance financial stability.1.
Focus on cutting-edge EV
technology.

2.

Build strategic industry
partnerships.

3.

McLaren’s legacy as a leader in
supercars and motorsport is set
to continue, backed by
Mumtalakat’s support and a
renewed vision for sustainable
innovation.

McLaren Group encompasses:

McLaren Automotive, a key
player in the high-end sports
car market, competing with
brands like Ferrari and
Porsche.
McLaren Racing, owning the
Formula 1 team and
competing in IndyCar,
Formula E, and Extreme E.

Despite its prestige, McLaren
faced severe financial strain
following the COVID-19
pandemic, which disrupted car
production and racing activities
globally. Supply chain issues,
including a chip shortage, and
production setbacks with the
Artura hybrid sportscar,
exacerbated the challenges,
resulting in a £276 million pre-
tax loss during the first nine
months of 2023.

Strategic Focus on EV Innovation

Mumtalakat’s decision to
simplify McLaren’s shareholder
structure
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Bahrain’s Sovereign Fund Takes Full
Control of McLaren Group
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Iraq Begins Importing Electricity From Jordan to
Address Energy Shortages By Jan Frazier

Baghdad, Iraq  (Washington
Insider Magazine)— Iraq
announced the launch of a new
power line connecting with
Jordan, aiming to diversify energy
sources and mitigate chronic
power outages. The 340-kilometer
(210-mile) line will initially deliver
40 megawatts (MW) to the Al-
Rutbah border area, with plans to
expand its capacity to 150 MW
and eventually 500 MW,
benefiting large parts of Anbar
province.

Strategic Move Amid Chronic
Power Shortages

Despite holding vast oil reserves,
Iraq faces rolling blackouts lasting
up to 10 hours daily, especially
during the scorching summer
months when temperatures soar
to 50°C (122°F). Many households
rely on neighborhood generators
as backup power sources.

Historically, Iraq has depended
heavily on gas and electricity
imports from Iran, which are
closely monitored by the United
States to ensure compliance with
sanctions on Tehran. However,
disruptions from Iran due to
nonpayment have heightened the
urgency to diversify Iraq’s energy
portfolio.

Electricity Ministry’s Vision

The new project with Jordan
marks a pivotal step in addressing
Iraq’s energy challenges.
According to the Electricity
Ministry, the power line will 

officially begin operations on
Saturday, providing immediate
relief to border communities
and gradually expanding to
support broader areas.

Future Prospects

This initiative aligns with Iraq’s
broader goals of enhancing
energy security, reducing
reliance on imports, and
improving the reliability of 

electricity delivery to its
citizens.

The partnership with Jordan
signals Iraq’s commitment to
exploring regional
collaborations to tackle its long-
standing energy crisis. As the
line’s capacity increases, it
promises to bring much-needed
stability to areas that have
endured years of 
insufficient power
 supply.
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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – Dr. Hanan
Balkhy, WHO Regional Director
for the Eastern Mediterranean,
visited Saudi Arabia in February–
March 2024 to foster
partnerships and address key
health priorities. Her discussions
with local stakeholders focused
on health workforce
development and supply chain
management to improve health
services across the region.

Key Discussions on Health
Workforce Development

During a meeting with Minister
of Education Yousef bin
Abdullah Al-Benyan, Dr. Balkhy
highlighted the need for
enhanced investment in the
health workforce. Their dialogue
centered on joint initiatives to
address workforce shortages,
imbalances, and capacity-
building for universal health
coverage and health security.

Efforts will target:
Scaling up workforce
capacity to deliver essential
public health functions.
Building a future-ready and
united regional health
workforce.
Developing sustainable
solutions in partnership with
the Ministry of Education to
train well-equipped health
professionals.

Collaborations with Health
Authorities

Dr. Balkhy also engaged with the
Commission for Health
Specialties to address critical
human resource challenges,
including:

Workforce planning and
leadership development.
Enhancing patient safety
and health diplomacy.
Strengthening board
certification processes.

The goal is to improve the
availability and quality of health
services across the region.
Focus on Supply Chain
Management. In a meeting with
the National Unified Procurement
Company, discussions revolved
around opportunities for
knowledge exchange to enhance
supply chain efficiency.

These efforts aim to ensure that
essential medical supplies reach
populations effectively and
reliably.

WHO Country Office Visit
Dr. Balkhy concluded her trip
with a visit to the WHO Country
Office in Saudi Arabia, where
she met the local workforce to
understand their priorities and
ongoing programmes. She
expressed confidence in their
ability to drive impactful
initiatives and strengthen
regional health outcomes under
her leadership.
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By Adriana Montes

WHO Regional Director Explores Collaborative
Health Initiatives in Saudi Arabia
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combating piracy, and addressing
maritime terrorism.
The joint drills also signal a
deepening partnership between
China, Iran, and Russia, with a
shared aim to counter Western
influence in the region.

Global Implications

The exercises come as NATO
conducts its largest military
maneuvers in decades, involving
90,000 troops from 13 member
nations across Sweden, Finland,
and Norway. Dubbed Steadfast
Defender 24, these drills aim to
demonstrate NATO’s ability to
defend its territories and serve
as a signal to Russia.
Meanwhile, a U.S.-led naval
coalition operates in the Red
Sea to counter Houthi threats,
underscoring the complexity of
the region’s security landscape.

                          China (Washington           
Insider Magazine)— March 12,
2024 – The navies of China, Iran,
and Russia have commenced
joint military exercises in the
Gulf of Oman, marking their fifth
collaboration in recent years.
The Maritime Security Belt 2024
drills aim to bolster maritime
economic security amid growing
regional and global tensions.

Focus on Regional Maritime
Security

Russia’s defense ministry stated
the exercises, running through
March 16, will include warships
and aviation and focus on
protecting maritime economic
activities. Observers from
countries such as Azerbaijan,
India, Kazakhstan, Oman,
Pakistan, and South Africa will
attend.

China’s defense ministry
emphasized the goal of “jointly
maintaining regional maritime
security.” Its contributions
include the guided-missile
destroyer Urumqi, guided-
missile frigate Linyi, and supply
ship Dongpinghu.

Regional Context and Strategic
Goals

The drills coincide with
heightened tensions in the
Middle East, as:

Israel’s conflict with Gaza
persists for a sixth month.
Yemen’s Houthi rebels
continue to target vessels in
the Red Sea.

Iranian state media highlighted
the exercise’s objective of
strengthening international
maritime trade security,
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Turkey (Washington Insider
Magazine) — March 31, 2024
Voters in Turkey have cast their
ballots in local elections, a key
political event for President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. These
elections are a barometer of
Erdogan’s political standing, as
control over critical urban
centers like Istanbul and Ankara
are up for grabs. Both cities were
lost to the opposition in 2019, a
significant blow to Erdogan’s
Justice and Development Party
(AKP).

Battle for Istanbul and Ankara

For Erdogan, regaining control of
Istanbul, his political birthplace
and the economic powerhouse
of Turkey, is crucial. Istanbul has
over 16 million residents and
represents a symbol of political
power and international
visibility. Ekrem Imamoglu, the
current mayor of Istanbul from
the Republican People’s Party
(CHP), is seeking re-election
amid growing political and
economic challenges.

In the capital, Ankara, incumbent
Mansur Yavas of the CHP is
expected to retain his position
despite challenges from Turgut
Altinok of the AKP.

Election Amid Economic
Struggles

The elections are taking place
against the backdrop of a severe
economic crisis, with inflation 

soaring to 67.1% and
widespread discontent over the
cost of living. Voter turnout is
traditionally high in Turkey, but
economic hardships and
political disillusionment may
affect participation.

Erdogan’s Long-Term Goals

A strong performance in these
local elections could strengthen
Erdogan’s bid to push for a new
Turkish constitution, reflecting
his conservative values and
possibly extending his rule
beyond 2028. A win for
Imamoglu in Istanbul could
propel him to national
leadership, challenging
Erdogan’s dominance in future
elections.

Opposition and Divisions

The opposition, weakened after
last year’s presidential defeat,
sees these elections as a chance
to regain momentum. However,
internal divisions, including
fractured support for Imamoglu,
may impact the opposition’s
success.

As tensions rise, Turkey’s
political future hangs in the
balance. The results of these
local elections will have far-
reaching implications for both
domestic and international
politics.

Middle East
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Turkey Heads to the Polls in Critical Local
Elections By Jan Frazier
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Khan’s move 
to represent Pakistan 
follows the PCB’s offer after his
strong PSL performances,
signaling a potential career
breakthrough with the national
team. While Khan’s future hangs
in the balance, his decision
highlights the ongoing
competition between the UAE
and Pakistan for emerging
talent, with significant
implications for his career. The
ECB’s final decision on the
investigation is expected in the
coming weeks, with the outcome
likely to shape Khan’s cricketing
path moving forward.

March 27, 2024 – The Emirates
Cricket Board (ECB) has
launched an investigation into
Usman Khan after his decision to
pursue an international cricket
career with Pakistan, raising
concerns over a possible breach
of contract. Khan, who had
played as a local player in the
UAE’s T20 leagues, including the
ILT20 and T10, is under review
for potentially violating his
agreement with the UAE board.

The ECB is examining whether
his move to represent Pakistan
in international cricket breaches
his current commitments,
particularly as he has yet to
fulfill his residency requirement
to play for the UAE in
international competitions.

If a breach is confirmed, Khan
could face a ban from UAE
league cricket, putting at risk his
future participation in the
lucrative tournaments in the
UAE. Khan, who was the second-
highest run-scorer in the recent
Pakistan Super League (PSL),
has contested the accusations,
claiming his contract includes
an exit clause with a 30-day
notice period. Despite his legal
stance, he has expressed
acceptance of any sanctions the
ECB may impose.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has fast-tracked Khan’s
entry into the national setup,
naming him to their training
camp ahead of a T20I series
against New Zealand. 
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Europe

The Schengen Area, established
in 1985, allows 29 countries—25
EU members along with
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein—to travel
freely without internal border
checks.

European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
welcomed the partial
integration, calling it a “great
success for both countries,” and
stressing the importance of
building a stronger, united
Europe.

While travelers enjoy the
benefits, truck drivers and
businesses have expressed
frustration. Romanian transport
unions have called for swift
action to extend Schengen
membership to land borders,

Bulgaria (Washington Insider
Magazine)—After a 13-year wait,
Bulgaria and Romania have
partially joined Europe’s
Schengen Area, marking a
significant milestone for both
nations. On Sunday, air and sea
borders were opened, allowing
free movement of people
without internal checks.
However, due to Austria’s
concerns over irregular
migration, land borders are not
yet included in the Schengen
rules.

The partial membership is seen
as a major achievement for both
countries, with many travelers
celebrating the easing of border
controls. “It feels like we’re truly
part of Europe,” said Mincho
Yurukov, a Bulgarian traveler
arriving in Sofia from Berlin.

 highlighting the 
financial losses  caused 
by long waiting times at border
crossings. Truckers often wait
up to 30 hours at land borders,
severely impacting trade.

Bulgaria, where most goods are
transported by land, also voices
concerns. “Only 3% of Bulgarian
goods are transported by air and
sea,” said Vasil Velev, president
of the Bulgarian Industrial
Capital Association.
Despite these challenges, both
countries are committed to
completing their full Schengen
integration by the end of 2024,
which includes opening land
borders.
Austria has raised concerns
about migration management in
Bulgaria and Romania, delaying
full membership for land
crossings. However, both
countries are actively
addressing these concerns, with
Bulgaria working closely with the
EU border agency, Frontex, and
neighboring countries to
improve border security and
reduce irregular migration.
Romanian and Bulgarian officials
are confident that full Schengen
membership, including land
borders, will be achieved soon.
“This process is irreversible,”
said Romanian Interior Minister
Catalin Predoiu.

Bulgaria and Romania Partially Join
Schengen Area

BY JAN FRAZIER
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EU Allocates $156 Billion to Ukraine for War
Support By liam Flynn

BRUSSELS  (Washington Insider
Magazine)—nce the onset of the
Russia-Ukraine war in February
2022, the European Union and
its member states have provided
Ukraine with $156 billion in aid.
This includes military, financial,
and humanitarian support as the
conflict enters its third year.

Military Aid: $36 Billion

The EU broke precedent by
funding military aid through the
European Peace Facility,
allocating $12.1 billion for arms
and equipment between 2022 and
2024. Key efforts include joint
ammunition purchases and
training for 40,000 Ukrainian
soldiers.
Financial and Humanitarian
Support: $88.4 Billion 

The EU has offered substantial
macro-financial aid, loans, and
grants. Additionally, $3.4 billion
was directed toward
humanitarian efforts. EU
member states have  .

contributed $13.3 billion in
grants and loans.
Under the Temporary
Protection procedure, the EU
welcomed 8 million Ukrainian
refugees, currently hosting 4
million. Refugee-related
expenditures have reached
$18.5 billion.

Country Contributions

Germany: $34.9 billion,
including air defense
systems, combat vehicles,
and $18.5 billion for refugee
support.
France: $4.1 billion in
military aid, artillery
systems, and $327.4 million
in humanitarian aid.
Italy: Provided artillery, air
defense systems, and other
military equipment under
successive governments.
Spain: Supplied tanks, air
defense systems,
ambulances, and trained
over 4,000 Ukrainian troops.
Belgium: Allocated $545.8 

 million, with plans to
increase support to $1.8
billion by 2025.

Non-EU Contributions

While not an EU member, the UK
has contributed $15.3 billion,
including $9 billion in military
aid, advanced weaponry, and
training for Ukrainian forces.

Challenges and Next Steps

Despite Slovakia halting military
aid in late 2023 due to political
shifts, nations like Greece and
Czechia continue providing
essential support. Efforts
include training pilots, delivering
defense systems, and
maintaining cultural ties for
displaced Ukrainians.
The collective aid underscores
the EU’s commitment to
supporting Ukraine amid the
ongoing conflict. As the war
persists, further financial and
humanitarian measures are
expected to bolster Ukraine’s
resilience.
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        Europe (Washington Insider
Magazine)— A delegation from
the Council of Europe’s
Committee for the Prevention of
Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (CPT) conducted an
ad hoc visit to Switzerland from
March 19 to 28, 2024. The visit
aimed to evaluate the treatment
of individuals deprived of liberty
by police and in remand
detention facilities across four
Swiss cantons..

        The delegation met with key
officials, including:

Carole-Anne Kast, State
Councillor of Geneva’s
Department of Institutions
and Digital Affairs.
Vassilis Venizelos, State
Councillor of Vaud’s
Department of Youth,
Environment, and Security.
Heads of Geneva and Vaud
police, prison services, and
public prosecutors.

In Bern, the CPT held
discussions with Michael Schöll,
Director of the Federal Office of
Justice (FOJ), and other federal
and cantonal authorities.

       Canton of Valais
Brig Prison, Glis
Sion Prison

       Canton of Vaud
Bois-Mermet Prison,
Lausanne
Detention areas of Cantonal
and Municipal Police
Headquarters, Lausanne

Delegation Members

The visit was led by Nico Hirsch,
supported by Vanessa Durich
Moulet, Elisabetta Zamparutti,
and expert Anne Galinier, former
Chief Medical Officer of the
Prison Health Service in
Marseille.

Facilities Visited
The delegation inspected several
detention facilities, including:
Canton of Fribourg

Cantonal Police Station Les
Pilettes
Central Prison, Fribourg

Republic and Canton of Geneva
Champ-Dollon Prison,
Puplinge
Police stations at Gare-
Cornavin, Pâquis, and
Servette

Meetings with Authorities

       The CPT delegation
examined:

Measures addressing illegal
detention practices
identified in the 2021 visit.
Safeguards against police ill-
treatment.
Solutions to remand
detention overcrowding in
French-speaking Switzerland.

The visit also assessed progress
on recommendations previously
issued by the CPT.
’ 

The CPT also consulted with:
Martina Caroni, President of
the National Commission for
the Prevention of Torture
(CNPT).
Members of Geneva and
Vaud’s Visitors’ Committees.
Representatives from
Geneva and Vaud Bar
Associations.

       Preliminary Observations
At the visit’s conclusion, the
CPT presented initial
observations to federal and
cantonal authorities,
emphasizing the need for
continued reforms and
compliance with international
standards.
This visit underscores the CPT’s
commitment to ensuring
humane treatment and
adherence to legal safeguards in
detention facilities.

Consultations with Stakeholders

Focus of the Visit
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Council of Europe CPT Assesses Detention
Conditions in Switzerland

By Jan Frazier
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ThBEIJING (Washington Insider
Magazine) — France’s foreign
minister, Stéphane Séjourné,
urged China to address trade
imbalances and play a
constructive role in resolving the
Ukraine war during discussions
in Beijing on Monday. The talks
come ahead of a planned visit by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to
France later this spring.

Trade Imbalances Dominate
Discussions

Séjourné emphasized the need
for a “rebalancing” of the
economic relationship between
Europe and China, citing
unsustainable trade deficits. He
noted that the European Union
remains the most open market
globally but expressed concerns
over unfair competition,
particularly in the electric
vehicle (EV) sector.
The EU is investigating whether
Chinese EV subsidies are

distorting global markets, while
European firms operating in
China face challenges under
revised national security laws,
raising investment risks.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
reassured Séjourné that China
sees Europe as a partner, not an
opponent. Wang added that
China would work to address
European business concerns,
including data transfer
restrictions, and increase imports
of “high-quality French products
and services.

”EU’s “De-risking” Strategy

China voiced reservations over
the EU’s “de-risking” strategy,
aimed at reducing dependency
on single-source suppliers for
critical resources. Wang
acknowledged the EU’s position
but warned against undermining
business confidence.
Séjourné countered claims of
European protectionism, 

 highlighting efforts to attract
Chinese investments, such as
automaker factories in Europe, to
bolster mutual economic growth.

Ukraine War: A Call for Action

On Ukraine, Séjourné called on
China to leverage its influence
with Russia to promote peace.
While China maintains a neutral
stance, Séjourné stressed the
importance of dialogue in
achieving a lasting resolution to
the conflict.
France remains committed to
engaging with China
diplomatically, hoping Xi’s
upcoming visit will further align
their positions on key issues.

Outlook

The high-level dialogue reflects a
cautious balancing act as France
and the EU navigate economic
ties with China while addressing
geopolitical challenges like the
Ukraine war. 

France Pushes China on Trade and Ukraine
Before Xi Jinping’s Visit By Mandilee Hecht
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EU, France, and Germany Announce
International Humanitarian Conference to
Support Sudan

March  2024

Europe

Both nations have signaled a
willingness to maintain open 

channels for cooperation and conflict resolution.

BRUSSELS (Washington Insider
Magazine)— The European Union,
France, and Germany have
announced the International
Humanitarian Conference for
Sudan and Its Neighbours, set to
take place in Paris on April 15,
2024. The event marks one year
since the conflict in Sudan
erupted, causing one of the
world’s largest displacement
crises
.Senior Officials Meeting in
Preparation

In preparation for the
conference, a Senior Officials
Meeting (SOM) convened in
Brussels today, chaired by EU
Commissioner for Crisis
Management Janez Lenarčič.
The meeting brought together
EU member states, key donors, .

1435

By Jan Frazier

        Sudan’s neighbors, the
United Nations, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross, and various NGOs.
The SOM aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the
dire humanitarian situation in
Sudan and surrounding regions,
evaluate ongoing responses, and
emphasize adherence to
International Humanitarian Law

 Funding and Key Objectives

The conference seeks to:
Urge conflicting parties to
respect humanitarian laws.
Mobilize additional
international funding to
address the crisis.
Foster collaborative efforts
among global humanitarian
actors.

The EU has 
already
 allocated €72
 million for Sudan’s 
humanitarian
 response in 2024. 
Through the European
Humanitarian Respons
e Capacity (EHRC), two
Humanitarian Air Bridge
operations have delivered critical
aid to Chad and Sudan
 since the crisis began. 

A United Global Effort

The April conference, co-
organized by the European
Commission, France, and
Germany, underscores a
collective commitment to
addressing the
 escalating needs of Sudanese
civilians and the millions
displaced.

As the international community
gathers, the event will be a
pivotal moment to reinforce 
support and chart a sustainable
path forward for Sudan and
 its neighbors.

https://transatlantictoday.com/author/admin33/
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         Sweden (Washington
Insider Magazine)—On March 7,
2024, Sweden officially joined
NATO, marking the end of its
longstanding neutrality. The
move comes amid escalating
tensions in Europe following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
“This is a historic moment for
Sweden, our alliance, and the
transatlantic relationship,” said
U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken during a ceremony in
Washington, D.C., where
Sweden’s Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson submitted the
official instruments of
accession.

Sweden Becomes NATO’s 32nd Member, Ending
200 Years of Neutrality

Europe

     Prime Minister Kristersson
described the NATO
membership as “a new security
policy era,” emphasizing
Sweden’s commitment to unity,
solidarity, and shared
responsibility with its allies.
“This step ensures that we will
share burdens, risks, and
responsibilities within the
alliance,” he added, echoing
Sweden’s dedication to the
principles of the Washington
Treaty.

The application faced delays,
with ratification held up by
Turkey and Hungary. Turkey
approved Sweden’s
membership in January 2024,
while Hungary finalized its
approval in February following
bilateral agreements, including
a fighter-jet deal.

   Breaking with Neutrality
For over two centuries, Sweden
maintained a neutral stance,
avoiding military alliances even
during wartime. Post-World War
II, it cultivated a reputation as a
global advocate for human
rights while scaling back military
expenditures.

      Sweden brings significant
military assets to NATO,
including advanced submarines
and a fleet of domestically
produced Gripen fighter jets,
bolstering the alliance’s
capabilities in the Baltic region.
The country’s geographic
position also enhances NATO’s
strategic reach, acting as a
crucial link between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Baltic Sea.

Looking Ahead

As the 32nd member of NATO,
Sweden reaffirms its
commitment to shared values,
including democracy, freedom,
and the rule of law. Its accession
strengthens the alliance at a
time of heightened geopolitical
tensions in Europe.
Sweden’s NATO membership
represents a profound
transformation in its security
policy, reinforcing collective
defense against modern threats.

The 2013 Russian bomber
simulations near Sweden’s
Gotland island and reports of
Russian submarine activity in
2014 underscored the need for
enhanced defense preparedness,
contributing to the shift toward
NATO integration.

      Russia’s Reaction

Russia has condemned
Sweden’s move, threatening to
implement unspecified
“political and military-technical
countermeasures.” Sweden,
however, has expressed
confidence in its ability to meet
future security challenges as a
NATO ally.

Sweden’s NATO bid was
prompted by Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in February
2022, which highlighted regional
security vulnerabilities.
Alongside its neighbor Finland,
which joined NATO in 2023,
Sweden reassessed its neutral
stance, applying for
membership in May 2022.

Strategic Contributions to NATO

  Catalysts for NATO Membership

A New Era for Sweden

15TH ISSUE32

By Mandilee Hecht



US House Passes Landmark Bill That Could
Ban TikTok Nationwide
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BY ERIC GAHAGAN

US (Washington Insider
Magazine)—The US House of
Representatives has passed a
pivotal bill that could lead to the
nationwide ban of TikTok unless
its Chinese parent company,
ByteDance, divests its
ownership within six months.
The bill, which garnered
bipartisan support, now heads to
the Senate before requiring
President Joe Biden’s signature
to become law. The legislation
underscores growing concerns
over potential national security
risks tied to TikTok’s connection
to the Chinese government.

Concerns Over Chinese Influence

Lawmakers fear that
ByteDance’s ownership exposes
the app’s 150 million US users to
surveillance and influence by
the Chinese Communist Party.
Under China’s national security
laws, companies must share data 

with the government if
requested.

Mike Gallagher, the Wisconsin
Republican co-authoring the bill,
stated,
“We cannot take the risk of a
dominant news platform
controlled by an entity
beholden to the Chinese
Communist Party.”

Despite TikTok’s reassurances
that it has safeguarded US user
data, investigations revealed
instances of data being
accessed by ByteDance
employees in China, fueling
mistrust.

Beijing’s Opposition
China has vowed to resist forced
divestiture, with foreign ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
warning the move would
“Come back to bite the US.”
ByteDance would need Beijing’s 

approval to 
divest TikTok, setting 
the stage for a 
potential diplomatic clash.

Impacts on TikTok and Users

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew argued
the ban would harm competition
and thousands of American jobs,
stating,
“This bill risks giving more power
to a few other social media
companies.”

Content creators, like Mona
Swain, who depend on TikTok for
income, expressed fear over the
potential ban. “Losing this
platform would disrupt my
ability to support my family,” she
said.

The Road Ahead

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer pledged to review the
bill, though its fate remains
uncertain amid opposition from
some lawmakers, including
former President Donald Trump.
While proponents highlight
national security concerns,
critics argue the legislation could
alienate younger voters and
harm businesses reliant on
TikTok’s platform.

If passed, ByteDance faces a
daunting task to divest its $268
billion asset, with analysts
questioning whether US
competitors can afford such a 



purchase amidst potential
antitrust challenges.

USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)— America250, the
official initiative for the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, has announced
the launch of America’s Field
Trip, a nationwide student
contest supported by BNY
Mellon. The program offers
students unique behind-the-
scenes field trips to iconic
historical and cultural sites
across the United States, such as
the Statue of Liberty,
Yellowstone National Park, and
the National Archives.

Contest Overview

Students in grades 3–12 are
invited to submit artwork,
videos, or essays responding to
the question, “What does
America mean to you?”

Awards include:

First Place: 75 winners and a
chaperone will receive free
travel, lodging, and exclusive
experiences at select sites.
Second Place: $500 cash
prizes for outstanding
entries.

The contest is open from March
4 to May 17, 2024. Winners will
be announced in June, and field
trips begin in July.

Unforgettable Experiences

Selected first-place students
will visit iconic locations,
including:

A guided tour of the Statue
of Liberty in New York City.
A weekend adventure at
Rocky Mountain National
Park, Colorado.

Private tours of the
Smithsonian museums and
the National Archives in
Washington, D.C.
Historic explorations at Fort
Point near the Golden Gate
Bridge and Boston’s USS
Constitution.

“America’s Field Trip is a unique
opportunity to inspire young
minds while celebrating the
nation’s history and future,” said
America250 Chair Rosie Rios.

Supporting Partners

BNY Mellon, a financial
institution with deep ties to
America’s history, is the primary
sponsor. Discovery Education
and the National Park Service
are providing classroom
resources to encourage
participation.

“Our partnership celebrates
America’s resilience while
empowering the next generation
of leaders,” said Jayee Koffey,
BNY Mellon’s Chief Corporate
Affairs Officer.

How to Participate

Submissions must be submitted
by a parent, teacher, or guardian
and tailored to the student’s
grade level. Visit 

For now, TikTok’s fate lies in the
hands of Congress and President
Biden, with implications that 

could reverberate through the
tech industry and US-China
relations alike.

Us nationwide
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America250 Launches ‘America’s Field Trip’
Student Contest with BNY Mellon By Christina Levandowski



Us Nationwide
March 2024

America250.org/FieldTrip for
official rules, resources, and
details.

About America250

America250 is a nonpartisan
initiative commemorating 

USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)—New York Attorney
General Letitia James has
launched an investigation into
AT&T’s nationwide outage on
February 22, which disrupted
service for over 71,000
customers. The outage left users
unable to make calls, send texts,
or access the internet for up to
12 hours, including the inability
to call emergency services like
911.

A Critical Concern for Consumers

“Nationwide outages are not just
an inconvenience; they can be
dangerous,” said James in a 

statement. “It’s critical that we
protect consumers when such
disruptions occur.” She urged
affected New Yorkers to report
their experiences to her office.

Outage Details and Response

The service disruption, which
occurred in the morning, was
resolved by the afternoon. AT&T
attributed the issue to a process
error and clarified that it was
not caused by a cyberattack.

In response to the incident, the
Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has also
opened an investigation. Days 

after the outage, AT&T
announced it would provide a
$5 credit to affected accounts,
acknowledging the frustration
caused.

“We recognize the impact this
outage had on our customers,
particularly small business
owners and those needing to
stay connected with loved
ones,” the company stated.

Protecting Public Safety

The blackout highlighted the
critical role of reliable
communication services, as
disruptions to emergency calls
can have life-threatening
consequences.
The investigation aims to ensure
accountability and explore
measures to prevent future
incidents.

America’s 250th anniversary in
2026, aiming to engage all
Americans in reflecting on the
nation’s past and envisioning its
future. Learn more at
America250.org.

About BNY Mellon

With a 240-year legacy, BNY
Mellon supports global financial
growth and innovation,
managing $47.8 trillion in assets
worldwide. Visit
BNYMellon.com.
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AT&T Nationwide Outage Under Investigation by
NY Attorney General By Eric Gahagan



    USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)— A nationwide review
by The Associated Press and
CNHI News reveals a
fragmented and broken system
for resolving open government
disputes, often forcing citizens
to take costly legal action to
enforce transparency laws.

In most states, public access to
records remains challenging.
Fewer than a third have offices
that can mandate compliance
with open records laws, leaving
citizens with little recourse but
to sue. The lack of enforcement
mechanisms often discourages
public participation and
transparency, with residents
facing significant financial
burdens.

Dana Holladay-Hollifield, an
Alabama nurse, faced
roadblocks when requesting
information on executive 
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Nationwide Review Finds Patchwork, ‘Broken’
Systems For Resolving Open Records Disputes

salaries from Huntsville
Hospital. Despite repeated
attempts, the hospital’s refusal
led her to consult a lawyer, who
warned of costly litigation. Such
challenges highlight the broader
issue of public access to
government-held records.

TExperts like David Cuillier,
director of the Joseph L.
Brechner Freedom of
Information Project, argue that a
system where citizens must hire
attorneys to enforce open
records laws is a breakdown of
democracy. While some states
have better mechanisms in
place, such as Pennsylvania’s
Office of Open Records, they
still come with significant
hurdles and costs.

In Indiana, LaPorte County’s
refusal to provide records
prompted a lawsuit, costing
taxpayers in both legal fees and 
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resources. Similarly, many
citizens face high fees when
attempting to access public
records, further deterring
participation.

As more states fall short in
providing enforceable public
access laws, the need for reform
grows more urgent. Ensuring
transparency should not be an
expensive or complicated
process, and it is essential for
citizens to have meaningful
options for addressing violations
of open records laws.

By Christina Levandowski
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US (Washington Insider
Magazine)—Anti-abortion
activists, including allies of
former President Donald Trump,
are reviving the Comstock Act—
a 150-year-old law—as a tool to
push for a nationwide abortion
ban. This strategy bypasses
Congress, relying on an old
statute to effectively block
abortion access without new
legislation.

pThe Comstock Act, passed in
1873, criminalized the mailing of
materials related to birth
control and abortion. While its
enforcement faded over time,
particularly after the 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision, it has gained
traction among conservative
circles in the wake of Roe’s
overturning in 2022.

      Key figures in the anti-
abortion movement, like
Marjorie Dannenfelser of Susan
B. Anthony Pro-Life America,
see the Comstock Act as a
potential route to a federal
abortion ban. If Trump were re-
elected, activists believe his
administration could prioritize
enforcing this law, avoiding the
need for congressional
approval.

This revived strategy hinges on
the belief that enforcing the
Comstock Act could prevent
abortion-related materials, such
as medications and instruments,
from being mailed to clinics.
Experts say this approach could
effectively block abortions by
targeting supply chains.

cThough the law could face
major legal challenges, experts
believe its revival under a
Trump administration is
feasible. The political fallout,
however, could be significant.
Public support for abortion
rights remains strong, and
imposing such a ban could lead
to backlash across the nation.

The Comstock Act strategy
could be pivotal in shaping the
future of abortion access in the
U.S., especially if Trump’s
conservative allies succeed in
pushing this agenda forward.

Comstock Act: A 19th Century Law Firing Up The
Anti-Abortion Push By Christina Levandowski
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is an accident, a
misunderstanding,” he said.

US (Washington Insider
Magazine) — In a recent House
Armed Services Committee
hearing, defense experts
outlined the U.S. Department of
Defense’s (DoD) security
priorities, focusing on homeland
defense and hemispheric
stability. Rebecca Zimmerman,
performing the duties of
assistant secretary of defense
for homeland defense and
hemispheric affairs, emphasized
the increasing threats from
China, Russia, Iran, North Korea,
and transnational criminal
organizations.

 Zimmerman highlighted that the
2022 National Defense Strategy
prioritizes defending the U.S.
homeland against multidomain
threats, with an expanding
missile and nuclear threat from
North Korea and Iran’s
advancements in space-
launched technologies. She also
stressed the growing risks posed
by emerging technologies, like
uncrewed aircraft systems,
which could disrupt domestic
securit

The U.S. military continues to
support domestic and
international operations, from
disaster response to border
security. Zimmerman noted the
ongoing deployment of 2,500–
3,000 personnel at the U.S.-
Mexico border, assisting U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
in managing migration and
security challenges.

While discussing homeland
defense, Zimmerman pointed to
the Department of Defense’s
(DoD) recent updates to its
homeland defense policy,
designed to address evolving
global security dynamics. These
updates focus on deterrence
strategies and ensuring wartime
continuity in the face of
increasing geopolitical tensions.

2135

Leaders Discuss Security Priorities For
Western Hemisphere

Security & Defense

In the Western Hemisphere, the
U.S. has deepened security
partnerships with key allies like
Canada, Mexico, Brazil, and
Colombia. These partnerships
aim to reduce security threats
by promoting stability,
democracy, and human rights
across the region. On Feb. 22,
Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin participated in the 5th
North American Defense
Ministerial with counterparts
from Mexico and Canada, 

discussing joint defense
cooperation.

General Laura Richardson,
commander of U.S. Southern
Command, echoed these
sentiments, highlighting the
importance of strengthening
defense relationships across
Latin America and the
Caribbean. She emphasized the
growing threats from
adversaries, criminals, and
emerging technologies, which
require unified action from
regional democracies.

Meanwhile, General Gregory
Guillot, commander of U.S.
Northern Command, warned
about the rising influence of
transnational criminal
organizations in Mexico, which
challenge the rule of law and
provide openings for
adversaries. He also pointed out
the risks posed by small 

By Conor La Rouche
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   underwater threats to secure
Brunei’s territorial integrity.

Brunei’s defense strategy is
increasingly shaped by tensions
in the South China Sea, where
territorial disputes, including
those over illegal fishing and
maritime boundaries, have
raised security concerns. The
country is also concerned with
global instability, terrorism,
extremism, and cyber threats,
as outlined in its 2021 defense 

Secondary Defense Minister
Halbi bin Mohammad Yussof,
speaking at the Legislative
Council on March 2, highlighted
Brunei’s growing security
challenges, especially in
protecting its maritime borders.
He explained that the Ministry
of Defence and the Royal Brunei
Armed Forces are focused on
bolstering their intelligence,
surveillance, target acquisition,
and reconnaissance systems,
with new systems set to be
introduced soon. Special
attention is also being placed on
detecting and responding to

Brunei (Washington Insider
Magazine)—Brunei is significantly
increasing its defense budget for
2024, with a sharp focus on
enhancing its intelligence,
surveillance, and targeting
capabilities. The government has
allocated 796.3 million Brunei
dollars (approximately US $594
million) for defense spending,
marking a 31.6% rise from last
year’s budget of 605.2 million
Brunei dollars. This increase is
far above the 5.5% rise in overall
government spending for the
2024/2025 fiscal year.

unmanned aerial systems (sUAS)
near U.S. military installations,
which could be exploited for
illicit purposes or attacks on
critical infrastructure.

As the U.S. navigates these
complex security challenges,
military leaders continue to
prioritize partnerships,
technology, and readiness to 

 ensure the defense of the
homeland and regional stability
in the face of growing threats.

By Jan Frazier

whitepaper.

As part of its growing military
capability, Brunei has already
made significant acquisitions. In
2022, the country received
Insitu-made Integrator drones,
forming its first drone unit, No.
39 Squadron. In 2023, Brunei’s
Navy received two refurbished
Fearless-class patrol vessels
from Singapore, enhancing its
maritime surveillance.
Additionally, in December 2022,
Brunei took delivery of four
Airbus C295MW tactical
transport aircraft, two of which

Brunei Defense Budget Surges 32%, Focus On
Intelligence And Targeting



entered service in February
2024.

upgrading existing military
assets. Minister Halbi
emphasized that these upgrades 

 will be prioritized to ensure
maximum effectiveness before
pursuing new acquisitions.
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Biden outlines military plans to build port in
Gaza for aid By Bryant Harris and Leo Shane III

U.S. President Joe Biden delivers the State of the Union address
during a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber at the
U.S. Capitol on March 07, 2024 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Win
McNamee/Getty Images)

The U.S. military will establish a
temporary port in the Gaza Strip
to deliver humanitarian aid to
starving Palestinians, while
continuing to send weapons to
Israel, President Joe Biden
confirmed in his State of the
Union address Thursday.

There’s also $2.4 billion in the
bill for U.S. Central Command to
respond to the uptick in attacks
on American forces since the
Israel-Hamas war began in
October 2023; as well as $542
million for U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command in response to its
fiscal 2024 unfunded priorities
list.

Israel receives an annual $3.8
billion in U.S. military aid, but
the White House has said the
Defense Department lacks the
replenishment funds needed to
continue arming Ukraine from
U.S. stockpiles.

 “To the leadership of Israel I say
this: Humanitarian assistance
cannot be a secondary
consideration or a bargaining
chip.”

      “No U.S. boots will be on the
ground,” Biden said. “A
temporary pier will enable a
massive increase in the amount
of humanitarian assistance
getting into Gaza every day. And
Israel must also do its part. Israel
must allow more aid into Gaza
and ensure that humanitarian
workers aren’t caught in the
cross fire.
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Brunei’s defense acquisitions are
expected to continue, with a
focus on replacing and

Senior administration officials
told reporters earlier Thursday
the mission would route
humanitarian aid through
Cyprus to the temporary port in
Gaza. The White House is also
pushing Israel and Egypt to
allow more aid through the land
crossings at Rafah and Kerem
Shalom.

The announcement, which drew
bipartisan applause from
lawmakers gathered, came amid
calls from Biden for Congress to 

to pass his long-stalled foreign
aid bill to arm Israel, Ukraine
and Taiwan.

The Senate passed the $95
billion foreign aid plan by a 70-
29 vote in February. It includes
$14 billion in Israel military aid,
$48 billion in security assistance
for Ukraine and $4 billion to arm
Taiwan.

House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-
La., has so far refused to put the
bill on the floor amid growing
resistance to additional Ukraine
aid from Republican lawmakers
as well as opposition from 
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former President Donald Trump,
the frontrunner in the GOP
presidential primary race.

The reference to Trump’s
remarks at a campaign rally last
month in which the former
president voiced frustration with
some NATO allies underspending
on defense drew “boos” from
Republicans in the crowd.

 Biden also promised a strong
response to other national
security threats, including
strikes to degrade Houthi
capabilities in the Red Sea. “As
commander in chief, I will not
hesitate to direct further
measures to protect our people
and military personnel.”

“Send me the bipartisan
National Security Bill. History is
watching,” Biden said, staring
down Republican members of
Congress who have opposed the
measure. “If the United States
walks away now, it will put
Ukraine at risk, Europe at risk,
the free world at risk,
emboldening others who wish to
do us harm.”

Despite limited details about
the plan for a humanitarian
port, the idea drew immediate
praise from Senate Armed
Services Committee Chairman
Jack Reed, D-R.I., and fellow
panel member Angus King, I-
Maine, who last week urged the
administration to deploy a Navy
hospital ship to the region.
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“Now assistance to Ukraine is
being blocked by those who
want to walk away from our
world leadership,” said Biden,
invoking former Republican
President Ronald Reagan. “Now
my predecessor tells Putin ‘do
whatever the hell you want.” “The civilian suffering in Gaza

must be alleviated, and a
maritime aid route will enable
large quantities of food, shelter,
and medical supplies to be
delivered to those who need it
most,” the pair said in a
statement. “This temporary
port, along with the ongoing
airdrop campaign, will help ease
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.”

$1 Trillion U.S. Defense Budget Faces Domestic
And Global Challenges By Jan Frazier

USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)—The U.S. defense
budget is on track to surpass $1
trillion, driven by global threats
and rising military costs, but it’s
facing growing opposition both
at home and abroad.

Sen. Roger Wicker, a Mississippi
Republican, recently appealed
to the Heritage Foundation to
rally support for a $1.4 trillion
defense budget, citing increasing
global risks like China, Russia,
Iran, and North Korea. However,
critics argue the current $886
billion top line, set in the debt 
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ceiling agreement, is already
more than sufficient.

Despite calls for more funds,
particularly for Ukraine, Israel,
and Taiwan, many Republicans,
including former President
Donald Trump’s supporters,
oppose massive increases.
Former Pentagon official
Elbridge Colby criticized the
budget, noting inefficiencies and
a lack of readiness despite the
high spending.

This failure has prompted
concerns about how efficiently
the defense budget is spent,
especially with rising costs like
personnel and healthcare.

The debate is further
complicated by political divides,
with some Republicans
advocating for reductions in
defense spending while others
argue for greater military
investment to counter global
threats.

question whether adding billions
more would yield meaningful
results. While some lawmakers
push for efficiency reforms,
such as base closures,
challenges in the Pentagon’s
procurement processes add to
the complexities.

As the U.S. edges toward a $1
trillion defense budget,
lawmakers will have to navigate
these domestic and
international pressures,
determining how much is truly
needed to address America’s
national security threats.

At the same time, the Pentagon
is struggling with financial
accountability, having failed its
sixth consecutive audit in 2023. 
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The United States faces an
urgent challenge as it grapples
with a funding crisis that could
undermine military readiness.
With global threats escalating,
particularly from China, timely
and sufficient funding for
defense is more critical than
ever.

With defense spending already
exceeding that of the next ten
countries combined, critics like
Geoff Wilson, from the Project
on Government Oversight

The U.S. Military’s Edge Is At Stake In The
Funding Fight By Eric Gahagan

For six months, Congress has
failed to pass the fiscal 2024
defense budget, forcing the U.S.
military to operate under a
continuing resolution. This
stopgap measure halts new
modernization efforts, delays
vital procurement programs, and
erodes the military’s ability to
respond to a rapidly changing
global security environment.

 If the situation persists, it could
severely hinder U.S. military
capabilities at a time when
China is doubling down on its
defense spending and 

expanding its military might.
China’s rapid modernization,
including advancements in
missile systems, nuclear
capabilities, and space  



 technology, has positioned it as
a formidable adversary. With a
clear regional focus and growing
global influence, Beijing is not
waiting for the U.S. to resolve its
internal budgetary issues.
Meanwhile, American forces
struggle with diminished buying
power, having lost nearly $30
billion in defense spending since
2021.

As the U.S. military faces
shrinking resources, critical
programs, such as the Army’s
production of artillery and
precision munitions, are
delayed, leaving the country
vulnerable in any potential high-
end conflict. 

 Military readiness requires not
just equipment, but also well-
trained personnel and the
ability to adapt swiftly. Without
a stable funding stream, the U.S.
Army’s effectiveness in strategic
competition with China and
other adversaries will be
severely hampered.

A failure to act quickly could
also have long-term
implications for recruitment and
morale. Potential recruits and
their families, watching as
Congress dithers on funding,
may lose confidence in the
military’s commitment to its
personnel and its readiness for
future challenges.

Congress must pass the fiscal
2024 defense budget and
ensure additional funding for
the Army and the Department
of Defense. The cost of inaction
will far exceed the price of
adequate defense investment. If
the U.S. is to maintain its
military edge and deter
adversaries, swift and decisive
action is essential. The security
of the nation depends on it.

The Pentagon’s industrial base
strategy aims to bolster supply
chain resilience and workforce
readiness, but its exploration of
outsourcing U.S. shipbuilding
threatens national security and
sovereignty. Instead of investing
in American shipyards, the
military risks eroding the
maritime-industrial base critical
to U.S. defense readiness.
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, For years, U.S. shipyard leaders
have urged Congress and
military officials to adopt a
robust industrial base policy.
Without it, America risks
offshoring industries vital to its
maritime dominance, leaving the
nation vulnerable as China

Outsourcing Navy Shipbuilding Weakens The
United States

By Jan Frazier

aggressively expands its
shipbuilding capabilities.
Between 2010 and 2018, China
injected $132 billion into its
shipbuilding industry,
effectively dominating global 

 markets and driving out
competitors.

The Case for Investing in U.S.
Shipyards
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America’s shipyards face
regulatory burdens that drive up
costs, while foreign competitors
operate with far fewer
restrictions. The Navy’s current
acquisition strategy exacerbates
the issue by fostering domestic
competition instead of
collaboration among U.S.
shipbuilders. This approach
underutilizes existing capacity,
threatens workforce stability,
and undermines investments
made by domestic shipyards to
improve efficiency.

Other nations, like Japan, Korea,
and China, recognized the
strategic importance of their
shipbuilding industries,
funneling billions into their
development. In contrast, the
U.S. government offers 

inconsistent shipbuilding plans
and defers critical programs,
leaving the domestic industry in a
precarious position.

A Proven Model for Success

The U.S. Maritime
Administration’s National
Security Multi-Mission Vessel
program demonstrates how
leveraging commercial best
practices can save billions.
Administrator Ann Phillips
noted this innovative approach
yielded $428 million in savings
per ship, offering a clear path
for the Pentagon to replicate.

By maximizing throughput in
U.S. shipyards, the Navy can
accelerate shipbuilding and
repair timelines while fostering 

economies of scale. This strategy
not only strengthens national
security but also reinforces
America’s position in the global
shipbuilding market.

Course Correction Is Urgent

The United States must act now
to reverse the trend of
outsourcing critical shipbuilding
capabilities. Supporting
domestic shipyards strengthens
the naval fleet, creates jobs, and
preserves the nation’s ability to
build and maintain its own
ships.

Outsourcing weakens
sovereignty and national
defense. The time to prioritize
American shipyards and workers
is now—before it’s too late.
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USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)—The US Congress is
set to hold a hearing on March
20 to discuss the “future of
democracy” in Pakistan, weeks
after contentious elections
marred by allegations of
rigging. Despite the
controversy, analysts believe
the hearing will have minimal
impact on the complex and
evolving US-Pakistan
relationship.
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Controversial Elections and
Political Unrest

Pakistan’s general elections in
February were plagued by
claims of widespread
manipulation, delayed results,
and voter suppression. Former
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
won the most seats but refused
to form a coalition, leaving rivals
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 

US Hearing On Pakistan Spotlights Fragile Ties

BY JAN FRAZIER

(PMLN) and Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) to forge a new
government.

Khan, currently imprisoned, has
accused the US of orchestrating
his ouster in 2022 for engaging
with Russia amid the Ukraine war.
Both the US and Pakistan’s
military deny the claims, labeling
them baseless.

Congressional Hearing: Optics or
Impact?

A subcommittee of the US House
of Representatives Committee on
Foreign Affairs will examine
Pakistan’s political trajectory,
with testimony expected from
Assistant Secretary of State
Donald Lu, whom Khan alleges
played a role in his removal.

Despite the hearing, experts like
Maleeha Lodhi, Pakistan’s former
ambassador to the US, warn 

against overestimating its
significance. “These hearings
often cater to optics rather than
influencing substantive policy
changes,” she said.

Shifting Dynamics in US-Pakistan
Relations

Since the US withdrawal from
Afghanistan, bilateral relations
have been recalibrated. Analysts
note that the partnership now
revolves around regional stability,
particularly regarding India,
China, and Afghanistan, rather
than Pakistan itself.

“Pakistan is not a priority for the
US,” said Abdul Basit, a research
fellow in Singapore. “The
Americans are focused on other
global crises like Ukraine, China,
and the Middle East.”

Kamran Bokhari, senior director
at the New Lines Institute,
concurs, stating, “This hearing
reflects local US politics and
diaspora pressures rather than a
shift in foreign policy.”

An Inflection Point in Relations

While the hearing underscores
tensions, it also highlights the
reduced strategic importance of
Pakistan in US foreign policy.
Analysts argue that Washington
seeks to avoid deep involvement 
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 involvement in Pakistan’s
domestic crises as it grapples
with global challenges and its
own election season.

.As the US-Pakistan relationship
enters a new phase, the
upcoming congressional hearing
is unlikely to alter its trajectory 

isgnificantly, instead serving as
a moment of reflection on an
evolving partnership.

South Africa (Washington
Insider Magazine)—South
Africa’s Democratic Alliance
(DA) has sparked controversy by
appealing to the United States
and Western allies to monitor
the nation’s upcoming elections
on May 29, 2024. The DA calls
this election the most critical
since the end of apartheid in
1994, citing concerns about
integrity. However, the
governing African National
Congress (ANC) has condemned
the move as undermining the
country’s sovereignty.

              nations with questionable          
election participation rates
reflects a demeaning attitude
towards South Africa,” she
added.

ANC Defends Sovereignty Amid
Rising Pressure

ANC spokesperson Mahlengi
Bhengu-Motsiri pointed to South
Africa’s impeccable electoral
track record and emphasized the
hypocrisy of foreign criticism.

“We’ve never interfered in
Western elections, even when
their citizens question their
processes,”
she said, indirectly referencing
disputes over the 2000 U.S.
election and Donald Trump’s
false claims about the 2020
vote.
Political analyst Asanda
Ngoasheng questioned the DA’s
logic.
“It’s ironic to appeal to the U.S.,
where former President Trump
still challenges their last
election,”
she noted.

A Heated Exchange Over Election
Oversight

President Cyril Ramaphosa
criticized the DA’s letter to U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, calling it
“disingenuous” given South
Africa’s strong history of free
and fair elections. “The
opposition is trying to mortgage
our sovereignty to foreign
powers,” Ramaphosa said.

International Relations Minister
Naledi Pandor echoed these
sentiments, highlighting the
irony of seeking help from
countries with controversial
electoral histories. “Writing to 

South African Opposition’s US Appeal Sparks
Political Row By Henry Nicholasr
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DA Stands Firm Amid Backlash

In response to criticism, DA
shadow minister Emma Powell
doubled down on the party’s
position, alleging that the ANC’s
resistance to foreign monitors
hints at a lack of transparency.
“The ANC’s ferocious response
shows they have something to
hide,” she argued.

US Response: A Neutral Stance

The U.S. Embassy in Pretoria 

distanced itself from the
controversy, affirming South
Africa’s sovereignty and the
integrity of its Independent
Electoral Commission (IEC).
“South Africa has a longstanding
and excellent reputation for
conducting free and fair
elections,” said David S.
Feldmann, a U.S. Embassy
spokesperson.

Shifting Political Landscape

The controversy comes amid 

polling that projects the ANC
could fall below 40% of the vote 
for the first time, potentially
losing its majority. This high-
stakes election has heightened
tensions and placed South
Africa’s political dynamics
under international scrutiny.
As May 29 approaches, the
debate underscores deeper
questions about trust,
governance, and the role of
external oversight in a nation
long celebrated for its
democratic achievements.

Pentagon’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy, allowing LGBTQ
individuals to serve openly in
the military.

In his farewell Senate speech in
2012, Lieberman reflected, “The
legislative achievements I am
proudest of were possible
because Democrats and
Republicans found common
ground.”

Founding No Labels and Calls for
Reform

In recent years, Lieberman
served as the founding
chairman of No Labels, a
centrist political group
advocating for bipartisan
cooperation and exploring a
third-party presidential ticket
for 2024.

US (Washington Insider
Magazine)—Joe Lieberman,
former US senator and the first
Jewish politician to run on a
major party’s presidential
ticket, passed away at 82. His
family confirmed the cause of
death as complications from a
fall.

Lieberman served as a senator
from Connecticut from 1989 to
2013, gaining respect across
party lines for his centrist views
and legislative influence.

 “It was an honor to stand side-
by-side with him on the
campaign trail. His tireless
efforts to build a better future
for America will never be
forgotten.”

Lieberman’s faith was central to
his life and career. His historic
run with Gore marked a
milestone for Jewish Americans,
demonstrating inclusivity at the
highest levels of US politics.

A Moderate Voice in Politics

Although a lifelong Democrat,
Lieberman often broke party
ranks. He supported the Iraq
War and won his final Senate
term in 2006 as an
independent. Lieberman also
championed bipartisan efforts,
including the repeal of the 

   A Trailblazing Career

In 2000, Lieberman made
history as the Democratic vice-
presidential candidate alongside
Al Gore. Reflecting on
Lieberman’s legacy, Gore stated,

30

Capitol Hill Politics 
March 2024

Joe Lieberman, Former US Senator And Vice-
Presidential Candidate, Dies At 82 By Jan Frazier

TH ISSUE32



 Quoting Thomas Jefferson in a
recent interview, Lieberman
remarked, “America will need a
little political rebellion every
now and then… to clear away the
dead wood. Our system needs a
good storm and political
rebellion.”

Remembering a Statesman

Lieberman, born in Stamford

, Connecticut, in 1942, began his
career in state politics as a
senator and attorney general
before ascending to the US
Senate. Known for his willingness
to cross party lines, he also
endorsed Republican John
McCain in the 2008 presidential
race, showcasing his commitment
to friendship and principles over
partisanship.

Lieberman’s family described
him as a man of unwavering
faith, patriotism, and dedication.
“His love of God, his family, and
America endured throughout his
life of public service,” their
statement read.
Joe Lieberman leaves behind a
legacy of bipartisanship,
groundbreaking achievements,
and a deep commitment to the
principles of democracy.

 showed Trump with black
women at a party. Though it
appears real at first glance,
closer inspection reveals classic
AI errors, like unnatural lighting
and missing fingers. The image
was shared on Facebook, where
Kaye has over one million
followers.

“I’m a storyteller, not a
photojournalist,” Kaye told the
BBC. He claimed it wasn’t his
responsibility if people were
influenced by the image, which
some commenters appeared to
believe was authentic.

Another viral image depicted
Trump posing with black voters
on a porch. Originally posted by
a satirical account, it gained
widespread attention after
being reshared with a false
caption.

While Trump has actively
courted black voters, key to Joe
Biden’s 2020 victory, there is no
direct evidence linking the fake
images to Trump’s official
campaign.

AI Deep Fakes Push Misleading
Narratives

One AI image created by Mark
Kaye, a conservative radio host, 

USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)—Supporters of
Donald Trump have been
circulating AI-generated images
depicting black voters as
supporters of the former
president. These deep fakes,
uncovered by a BBC Panorama
investigation, are part of a
growing trend of AI-driven
disinformation ahead of the
2024 US presidential election.

Capitol Hill Politics 
March 2024

Trump Supporters Use AI To Create Fake Images
Targeting Black Voters By Henry Nicholas



Key Provisions of the Funding Bill

The package secures funding for
critical departments, including
Homeland Security, Justice, State,
and Treasury. It excludes
allocations for military aid to
Ukraine, Taiwan, and Israel, which
are addressed in a separate
Senate-passed bill awaiting action
in the Republican-led House.

Additionally, the bill halts US
funding for the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) until
March 2025, citing allegations of
involvement in Hamas-related
activities.

expansions. Key provisions
include:

Defense Spending: More than
70% of the budget supports
military and defense
initiatives.
Immigration Enforcement:
Increased funding for 8,000
additional migrant detention
beds and 2,000 new border
patrol agents.
Social Programs: A $1 billion
boost for Head Start,
childcare centers for military
families, and increased
funding for cancer and
Alzheimer’s research.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer praised the deal as a
hard-fought bipartisan
compromise, saying,

“It wasn’t easy, but tonight our
persistence has been worth it.”

Legislative Challenges

The spending process, delayed
six months into the fiscal year, 

required multiple stopgap
measures to maintain
government operations. House
Speaker Mike Johnson faced
resistance within his party but
emphasized the bipartisan
benefits of the bill.

The package reflects a balancing
act, addressing conservative
demands for stricter immigration
policies while securing
Democratic priorities like
expanded healthcare and
research funding.

Looking Ahead

With the government now funded
through September, Congress
has a reprieve from shutdown
threats but faces renewed
debates on military aid and future
appropriations.
Biden’s signing marks a crucial
step in stabilizing federal
operations amidst ongoing
political divisions.
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US Progressives Unite To Reject AIPAC’s
Influence By Jan Frazier

USA (Washington Insider
Magazine)— Prominent
progressive groups in the
United States have united to
launch a coalition against the
American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC), one of the
most influential pro-Israel lobby
groups. The coalition, dubbed
“Reject AIPAC,” aims to counter
AIPAC’s influence on US politics
and its campaign to silence calls
for a Gaza ceasefire.

Bipartisan Negotiations and
Highlights

The funding package faced
delays due to gridlock between
conservatives pushing for
spending cuts and Democrats
advocating for program 
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A United Front

The coalition includes over 20
organizations, such as Justice
Democrats, the Working Families
Party, Jewish Voice for Peace
Action (JVP Action), and
IfNotNow. The group’s mission is
to back progressive candidates
targeted by AIPAC, push back
against the group’s agenda in
Congress, and call on
Democratic politicians to
renounce AIPAC’s support.

“AIPAC poses a significant threat
to progressive values at home
and Palestinian lives abroad,”
said Beth Miller, political
director at JVP Action.

AIPAC’s Political Power

AIPAC, known for advocating
unconditional US support for
Israel, has shifted its focus in
recent years to direct
electioneering. Its political arms,
AIPAC PAC and the United
Democracy Project (UDP), have
invested millions in defeating
progressive candidates critical
of Israel.
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In the 2022 elections, AIPAC
targeted progressive Democrats
in liberal districts, spending
heavily on attack ads often
unrelated to foreign policy.
Despite the group’s resources,
some progressive candidates,
such as Summer Lee of
Pennsylvania, emerged
victorious.

Progressive Strategy

The “Reject AIPAC” coalition
announced plans for a “seven-
figure electoral defense
campaign” to support
candidates opposing AIPAC’s
agenda. While this budget is a
fraction of AIPAC’s expected
nine-figure war chest, coalition
members believe grassroots
support can overcome the
financial disparity.

“This is a David versus Goliath
fight, but it’s worth fighting,”
said Usamah Andrabi of Justice
Democrats. “Progressive voters
overwhelmingly support a
ceasefire in Gaza and holding
Israel accountable.”

Looking Ahead

As bombs continue to fall on
Gaza and humanitarian
conditions worsen under Israel’s
blockade, the coalition seeks to
shift the political narrative.
Despite the challenges,
progressives remain committed
to defending Palestinian rights
and challenging AIPAC’s
dominance.
“Our fight isn’t easy,” Andrabi
added, “but with the support of
the American people, we can
bring meaningful change.”
Broader Implications

AIPAC’s influence remains
strong, with bipartisan support
for its positions in Congress.
However, the coalition’s efforts
represent growing dissent within
the Democratic Party and
among American voters, who
increasingly question
unconditional support for Israel.
“We must fight back against
AIPAC’s destructive influence,”
Miller said. “The US
government’s policies must
align with human rights and
international law, not the
interests of a hawkish lobby.”
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US AND CHINA INCREASE DIALOGUE TO MITIGATE
TENSIONS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA


