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It has been an eventful year 
filled with many significant cyber-
attacks, and Vice President Harris 
called on global leaders on Thurs-
day to come together to combat 
cybersecurity threats and main-
tain an open internet.

Earlier today, President Harris 
had just signed for the United 
States the Paris Call for Trust and 
Security in Cyberspace.

Emmanuel Macron, the French 
president, announced the initia-
tive in 2018. The initiative sup-
ports more than 80 countries, 
dozens of local authorities, pub-
lic authorities, and private sector 
organizations. A significant aim of 
this campaign is to help strength-
en global cooperation when it 
comes to cyber security.

Harris spoke at a panel discus-
sion in Paris about digital and 
technological challenges.

Harris said, “It is up to all of us 
to enhance our nations’ security 
and protect our citizens.” Harris 
said, “All of us are responsible for 
realizing the potential of technol-
ogy and minimizing threats. We 
must all move forward in an in-
creasingly interconnected, inter-
dependent world.”

President Biden issued an exec-
utive order in May to strengthen 
the federal government’s cyber-
security efforts. As part of Con-
gress’s $1.2 billion infrastructure 
package, major funding was allo-
cated for cyber risk.

In a recent interview, Har-
ris stated that both he and the 

Biden-Harris administration were 
dedicated to working for cy-
berspace security, stability, and 
shared prosperity.

The Biden administration has 
decried foreign nations for the 
recent attacks they have carried 
out. In retaliation to the Solar-
Winds hack that exposed nine 
federal agencies last year, Vice 
President Joe Biden imposed 
sanctions against Russia in April.

According to her, “In coopera-
tion with other nations, our ad-
ministration has identified those 
who are responsible for malicious 
hacking activity.” She firmly be-
lieves that every time cyberspace 
security is threatened, there 
should be consequences.

Harris had just hours earlier de-
livered a speech at a separate fo-
rum in Paris, in which she called 
on world leaders to promote 
equality in the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Thursday’s speech was given 
after announcing Wednesday 
what the U.S. would do about cy-
bersecurity and space security, 
addressing climate change, and 
increasing access to science and 
technologies engineering educa-
tion.

Harris was not the only mem-
ber of the administration to speak 
publicly about cybersecurity con-
cerns in Europe this week.

As the White House announced 
it on Wednesday, Anne Neuberg-
er, the deputy national security 
advisor for cyber and emerging 
technology, spent three days in 
Brussels this week meeting with 
representatives from the Europe-
an Union, members of the Euro-
pean Parliament, and members of 
the North Atlantic Council at the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion.

As a result of these meetings, 
international cooperation in 
countering cyber threats, includ-
ing ransomware attacks, will be 
strengthened. I believe this was 
further confirmed after the attack 
on the Colonial Pipeline in May 
and JBS USA, a meat producer, in 
June.

In a statement issued by Emi-
ly Horne (spokeswoman for the 
White House National Security 
Council), Neuberger’s visit builds 
on the Biden administration’s 
efforts to enhance internation-
al cooperation to combat cyber 
threats.

Harris Urges Global Action Against Cyber Threats 
Following The U.S. Joining International Effort

 by Athena Nagel
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White House officials an-
nounced Monday that President 
Joe Biden proposed a 20-year 
ban on oil and gas drilling in 

northeast New Mexico’s 
Chaco Canyon — one of 
the oldest Native Ameri-
can sites — White House 

officials stated. The Depart-
ment of Interior’s Bureau of Land 
Management is going to begin the 
process of effectively banning oil 
and gas leasing on federal land 
within a 10-mile radius of Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park.

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland 
stated that Chaco Canyon was a 
sacred site that holds deep sig-
nificance for Indigenous peo-
ples whose ancestors lived and 
worked in the high desert com-
munity. “Now is the right time to 
think about more permanent pro-
tections for Chaco’s living land-
scape, so that future generations 
can continue this rich cultural 
legacy.”

Haaland is from New Mexico 
and was the first Native American 
Secretary for the Interior. Haa-
land is from the Laguna Pueblo 
tribe. Biden made an announce-
ment about his proposal to ban 
drilling underlines key elements 
of the president’s climate agenda.

Biden also announced that his 
administration will work with 
tribes in order to “comprehen-
sively integrate tribal ecologi-
cal knowledge” into the federal 
government’s approach towards 
combating climate change. Biden 

stated that his administration was 
the first to collaborate with tribes 
this way.

It will take some time to stop 
new oil and natural gas drilling 
on the land. The Bureau of Land 
Management stated that it plans 
to soon publish a notice in Feder-
al Register to start two-year seg-
regation of federal lands around 
Chaco Canyon. The bureau will 
also conduct an environmental 
analysis and solicit public com-
ments on the ban on oil and gas 
drilling.

Separately, the State of New 
Mexico Land Office also banned 
new state mineral leases locat-
ed within 10 miles of the histor-
ic park. Officials stated that the 
federal proposal will not apply to 
any individual Indian allotments, 
or minerals in the area owned pri-
vately by state, tribal, and private 
entities. Concerns have been 
raised by Native American tribes 
from Arizona and New Mexico 
about the potential for oil and 
gas development in an area that 
could pose a threat to sacred 
lands and cultural sites near Cha-
co Canyon. However, the oil and 
gas industry is likely to complain 
about the move. New Mexico is 

a state rich in oil and gas, partic-
ularly the Permian Basin located 
in the southeastern corner of the 
state.

After the president restored 
protection for Bears Ears, Grand 
Staircase–Escalante monuments 
(both in Utah) — national monu-
ments of historic importance to 
Native American tribes — Biden’s 
action regarding Chaco Canyon 
is a result. Other tribes from the 
Midwest strongly criticized the 
Biden White House’s decision to 
not stop the Line 3 pipeline. This 
would transport tar sands crude 
oil from Canada and through trib-
al land in Minnesota.

Interior and Biden are work-
ing together to protect the site. 
However, there are larger ques-
tions about how the administra-
tion has approached oil and gas 
drilling. For months, the Interior 
Department has been working to 
produce a major report that will 
evaluate the federal government’s 
oil-and-gas leasing program. The 
report was originally due to be 
released in the summer. Howev-
er, members of Congress are still 
puzzled by the delay.

Biden proposes a 20-year ban on oil and gas drilling
 by Breanna Tabor
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On Monday November 
15th, 2021, President 
Joe Biden signed an in-
frastructure bill meant 
to change the lives of 

millions of people around 
the country. A bipartisan in-

frastructure plan proposed by the presi-
dent that is designed to create jobs all 
across the United States.

Biden’s signature follows years of failed 
efforts in Washington to change the basic 

infrastructure and to make much needed 
improvements to help boost the economy 
and create jobs. The $1.75 trillion propos-
al is meant to create and invest in a social 
safety net and climate policy.

The bill will include $550 billion in new 
money into transportation, broadband, 
and utilities. $110 billion into roads, bridg-
es, and other major construction projects. 
$ 66 billions into overhauling the freight 
and passenger rail lines which includes 
potential upgrades to Amtrak. $65 bil-

 BY CONOR LA ROUCHE

Joe Biden signs $1 trillion infrastructure bill

President Joe Biden observed Veter-
ans Day on Thursday at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, paying tribute to those 
who have served and placing a wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

During a speech in Arlington, Biden 
stated that having served is a badge of 
courage that unifies people of all ages 
and backgrounds, since being a veteran 
means having faced and overcome dif-
ficulties that most Americans will never 
know.

During his remarks, the president sa-
luted three soldiers who died in recent 
weeks: Gen. Colin Powell, Sen. Max 
Cleland, and Gen. Ray Odierno, saying 
they encouraged generations of Ameri-
cans to stand up to protect our country.

The President notably acknowledged 
those who fought in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, including those who died and 
others who returned with “psychologi-
cal wounds of war” and other physical 
concerns.

He also made an appeal to individu-
als who may be struggling with mental 
health issues, and he stated that his ad-
ministration was committed to ensuring 
that the expanding population of wom-
en and LGBTQ+ veterans receive prop-
er treatment and support.

Earlier in the day, the President re-

ceived veterans and members of the 
military community at the White House 
and took part in a wreath-laying cere-
mony commemorating the centenary of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

The wreath-laying drew some 50 in-
vited visitors, including military leaders 
and veterans and their families, as well 
as Cabinet secretaries, top administra-
tion officials, and members of Congress.

Biden introduced a new military and 
veteran suicide prevention plan on 
Tuesday, which includes advocating 
safe firearms storage and detailing best 
practices for firearm dealers.

Earlier Thursday, the Biden adminis-
tration announced a slew of new ben-
efits for veterans who were exposed 
to toxins and environmental risks while 

serving, such as fire pits.

At military bases throughout Iraq and 
Afghanistan, burn pits were utilized to 
incinerate several types of garbage, 
hazardous materials, and chemical 
compounds. According to a 2020 poll 
conducted by the group Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Soldiers of America, 86% of 
post-9/11 veterans who fought in Iraq 
or Afghanistan were exposed to fire 
pits.

The actions, which the White House 
highlighted in a fact sheet, aim to in-
crease our understanding of the health 
impacts of military-related exposures, 
educate providers and veterans about 
these exposures, and offer those who 
were exposed with faster access to 
health services and benefits.

Biden pays homage to soldiers at Arlington
 by Mandilee Hecht
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lion will go into upgrading and expanding 
broadband for everyone. $55 billion will 
be going into improving water systems 
such as replacing old and outdated lead 
pipes in cities that still have them. The 
proposal will be spread over a five-year 
period of time.

Many politicians on both sides have 
said that the bipartisan plan has not gone 
nearly far enough to address the growing 
concerns of climate change or to build an 
additional layer of support for households 
by addressing items such as child care, ed-
ucation, household tax credits, and health 
care. Roughly 800 people, including mem-

bers of Congress, Mayors, governors, and 
union officials came to the event.

The 10 Democratic and Republican 
senators who were listed as the lead au-
thors for the bill said in a joint statement 
that the law will “positively impact every 
American.” President Joe Biden will also 
be heading to New Hampshire and Mich-
igan on Tuesday and Wednesday in an at-
tempt to sell the infrastructure plan.

This bill is just short of realizing his full-
scale ambitions for overhauling Ameri-
ca’s transportation and energy systems. 
Biden’s last attempt was a very ambitious 
bill that included $2.3 trillion towards in-

frastructure and other community proj-
ects. It has been stated that the bill would 
put the United States in a better position 
to compete against other world powers 
such as China that are vying for domi-
nance of 21st century energy industries.

While this bill would certainly bolster 
the economy this is not meant to be a 
traditional economic stimulus plan. This 
bill will mostly focus on “shovel-worthy” 
projects — meaning those that make the 
most of federal dollars — anything that is 
included on the “shovel-ready” list will be 
ones that dump money into the economy 
faster than others.

Congress approved Friday’s $1.2 
trillion infrastructure package. 
This is a crucial part of President 
Joe Biden’s economic agenda.

Over five years, it will invest 
$550 billion in new federal infra-
structure investments in Ameri-
ca. This includes everything from 
roads and bridges to broadband, 
water, and energy systems. Ex-
perts believe money is es-
sential to ensure safe travel 
and the efficient transpor-
tation of goods and produc-
tion throughout the country. 
The American Society of Civil 
Engineers awarded the nation’s 
infrastructure a C- rating earlier in 
the year.

Democrats claim that the bill 
can be paid for by various mea-
sures and without increasing tax-
es. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice brushed aside many of these 
pay-for provisions and found that 
the bill would increase the deficit 
by $256 billion over the next ten 
years. It is significantly less than 
Biden’s $2.25 trillion proposals in 
March, also known as the Ameri-
can Jobs Plan.

Here’s what the infrastructure 

bill includes:

Funding to build roads and 
bridges

To own a piece from CNN His-
tory using blockchain technology, 
enter your email address or visit 
the Vault by CNN webpage.

The bill proposes to invest $110 
billion in roads and bridges and 
significant infrastructure projects. 
This is significantly lower than the 
$159 million Biden requested in 
his American Jobs Plan.

According to the bill text, $40 bil-
lion is included for bridge replace-
ment, repair, and rehabilitation. 
According to the White House, 
it would be the most significant 

single-purpose bridge investment 
since creating the interstate high-
way network in the 1950s.

According to the White House, 
$16 billion is included in the deal 
for major projects too complex or 
large for traditional funding pro-
grams.

According to the White House, 
20% of America’s major roads and 
highways are in poor condition. 
Forty-five thousand bridges are 
also in poor shape. The invest-
ments would focus on climate 
change mitigation and resilience, 
equity, and safety for all users, in-
cluding cyclists, pedestrians, and 
other bicycles.

The package also includes $11 

The Latest On The Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill
 by Athena Nagel



Government Affairs

8 WASHINGTON INSIDER MAGAZINE

November 2021

billion to support transportation 
safety. This program will help 
states and localities decrease 
crashes and fatalities, particular-
ly for cyclists and pedestrians. It 
would provide funding for safety 
measures involving highways and 
trucks and pipelines, and hazard-
ous materials.

It also contains $1 billion to 
connect communities, many of 
which are disproportionately Black 
neighborhoods. These commu-
nities were reportedly divided by 
highways or other infrastructure. 
It will finance planning, design, 
demolition, reconstruction, and 
maintenance of street grids, parks, 
or other infrastructure.

Money to travel and train

According to the bill text, the 
package would provide $39 mil-
lion to modernize public trans-
portation. This is less than the 
$85billion Biden originally wanted 
to invest in transit infrastructure 
and expand them to meet riders’ 
demand.

According to the White House, 
these funds would repair and up-
grade existing infrastructure and 
make stations more accessible for 
all users. They also provide transit 
services to new communities.

The package includes $12 bil-
lion in partnership grants to sup-
port intercity rail service, including 
high-speed rail. According to the 
bill text, the deal would also invest 
$66 million in freight and passen-
ger rail. According to the White 
House, the funds would be used 
to eliminate Amtrak’s maintenance 
backlog, modernize Northeast 
Corridor lines, and provide rail 
service to regions outside of the 
Northeast and mid–Atlantic.

This funding is lower than the 
$80billion Biden had originally 

planned to send to Amtrak, which 
he used for years to return to Del-
aware from Washington DC.

 According to the White House, 
it would still be the largest feder-
al investment made in transit and 
passenger rail in the history of the 
United States since Amtrak was 
founded 50 years ago.

Broadband upgrade

According to the bill text, the bill 
would make a $65 billion invest-
ment in improving the nation’s 
broadband infrastructure. Biden 
originally wanted to invest $100 
Billion in broadband.

It also seeks to lower the cost 
of internet service for households 
by requiring federal funding recip-
ients to offer affordable plans at a 
low price. This creates price trans-
parency and increases competi-
tion in areas that don’t have ade-
quate providers. According to the 
White House factsheet, it would 
also establish a permanent federal 
program to help more low-income 
households get the internet.

Upgrading ports, airports, and 
waterways

According to the White House, 
the deal would see $17 billion 
invested in port infrastructure 
and $25 million in airports. This 
will address maintenance and re-
pair backlogs, reduce congestion, 
emissions near airports, and pro-
mote electrification.

It’s similar to Biden’s original 
funding proposal.

Electric cars

According to the White House, 
the bill would provide $7.5 mil-
lion for zero- and lower-emission 
buses, ferries, and other transpor-
tation. It aims to transport thou-
sands of electric school buses 

across the country.

According to the bill text, anoth-
er $7.5 billion would be used to 
build a national network of plug-in 
electric vehicle chargers.

Improving water and power 
systems

According to the White House, 
the bill would spend $65 billion to 
repair the electric grid. The White 
House stated that the bill calls for 
the construction of thousands of 
miles of new power lines and the 
expansion of renewable energy.

According to the bill text, it 
would allocate $55 billion for wa-
ter infrastructure upgrades. The 
White House stated that it would 
replace lead service pipes and 
lines so that communities could 
have clean drinking water.

The White House stated that an-
other $50 billion would make the 
system more resilient, protecting 
it against floods, droughts, and cy-
berattacks.

Environmental remediation

According to the White House, 
the bill would allocate $21 bil-
lion for Superfund cleanup and 
brownfield site cleanup, reclaim 
abandoned mine lands, and cap 
orphaned natural gas wells.

How Congress will pay it

The bill contains a variety of 
measures that will pay for the pro-
posal.

Even though lawmakers claim 
the bill is self-sustaining, the CBO 
score revealed it would add billions 
to the deficit over ten years. It 
also found that many of its pay-for 
provisions wouldn’t raise as much 
money as Democrats claimed.

Bottom line, the legislation 
would add approximately $350 
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billion to the deficit when you 
consider $90 billion in spending 
on new contract authority. Marc 
Goldwein is senior vice president 
of the Committee for a Responsi-
ble Federal Budget. This nonparti-
san group tracks federal spending.

The bill text and its 57-page 
summary show that lawmakers 
heavily relied on repurposing un-
used Covid-19 relief funds to pay 
for the legislation. According to 
the CBO, these measures would 
save approximately $22 billion in-
stead of the $263 billion claimed 
in lawmakers’ claims, Goldwein 
stated.

The bill text highlights savings by 
rescinding unobligated funds for 
the Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
Program for small businesses and 
non-profit groups, the Payment 
Protection Program and the Edu-
cation Stabilization Fund, as well 
as relief for airline workers.

The bill text also includes $53 
billion. This is partly due to states 
choosing to end the pandemic un-
employment benefit early to push 
the jobless back to work. Before 
the end of September, at least 24 
states had stopped one of the fed-
eral unemployment programs. The 
improving economy also led to a 
decrease in the CBO’s unemploy-
ment forecast.

The agency also found that the 
Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s spectrum bidding would not 
generate as much money as the 
$87 billion claimed by lawmakers.

CBO stated that the bill would 
raise approximately $50 billion 
through new Superfund fees and 
changes to the tax reporting re-
quirements regarding cryptocur-
rencies.

Summary: The savings are $49 
billion, and the CBO report is 

close to $51 billion. Delaying the 
controversial Trump administra-
tion rule, which would fundamen-
tally change how drugs in Medi-
care and Medicaid are priced and 
paid for until 2026, would result in 
more savings. This measure would 
effectively prohibit drug manu-
facturers from offering rebates to 
pharmacy benefit managers and 
insurance companies. Drug com-
panies would instead be encour-
aged to offer discounts directly to 
patients at their pharmacy count-
er. It is expected that it will go into 
effect in 2023.

According to the summary, the 
infrastructure proposal also relies 
on $56 billion of economic growth 
due to a 33% return investment 
on long-term projects.

Biden stated that the bill would 
not raise taxes for people earn-
ing less than $400,000 per year. 
It also does not include any gas 
tax increases or fees on electric 
vehicles. Biden originally called 
for tax increases on corporations 
to finance infrastructure invest-
ments. However, this proposal 
was strongly opposed by Republi-
cans and did not make it into the 
current package.

What’s the problem?

Biden’s proposal for spending 
$400 billion to support caregiving 
for the elderly and disabled Ameri-
cans is not included in the bill. This 
measure was the second-largest in 
the American Jobs Plan.

His proposal would have in-
creased access to Medicaid long-
term care services, ending the 
waiting list for hundreds of thou-
sands. People would be able to 
get care at home via communi-
ty-based services or from their 
family members.

It would have also increased the 
wages of home-health workers 
who currently earn approximately 
$12 an hour. Additionally, it would 
have created an infrastructure that 
would allow caregiving workers to 
join a union.

The $100 billion budget for 
workforce development was also 
left out. This would have helped 
dislocate workers, provided assis-
tance to underserved groups, and 
placed students on career paths 
before their high school gradua-
tion.

Also, the bill does not include 
$18 billion Biden’s proposal to 
modernize Veterans Affairs hospi-
tals. These hospitals are, on aver-
age, 47 more years old than pri-
vate-sector ones.

Also out are a bunch of corpo-
rate tax increases, which Biden 
wanted to use for the American 
Jobs Plan.

Biden’s original proposal was to 
raise the corporate income tax 
rate from 21% to 28%. It also in-
creased the minimum tax on US 
corporations from 21% to 21%. To 
discourage companies from hiding 
profits in international taxes ha-
vens, the tax rate was calculated 
country-by-country.

It would also have imposed a 
15% minimum income tax on the 
largest corporations’ income to in-
vestors. This is known as book in-
come. The US would be less likely 
to merge or acquire a foreign busi-
ness to avoid paying US taxes.

Some corporate tax-raising pro-
visions are what Democratic law-
makers want to include in separate 
legislation aimed to expand our 
nation’s social security net.
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Revived legislation that is set to 
provide financial reparations to Black 
American World War II veterans and 
their families has been presented by 
a group of congressional democrats. 
The bill is in response to the pitfalls 
of the original GI Bill that resulted in 
many Black service members being 
unable to receive the benefits that 
were supposed to be given to them.

While society is becoming more 
aware of disproportionate advantag-
es that shape our history, the presen-
tation of this reformed legislation has 
left quite an impact and promises a 
nationwide growth.

In 1944, the Servicemen’s Read-
justment Act was signed into law by 
President Roosevelt and was intend-
ed to help those that protected our 
nation during World War II transition 
into civilian life, allowing them to pur-
sue their dreams when they returned 
home. On paper the legislation was 
unbiased, but the reality of our so-
ciety during this time was reflected 
in how the benefits were distributed 
and if they would make a difference.

Every grants required the approv-
al of a local veteran officer before 
they could be accessed, which con-
sequently allowed for the bias of one 
individual to interfere with the quali-
ty of the process. What originally was 

set to include any veteran with more 
than 90 days served and an honor-
able discharge, suddenly became 
muddled with imbalanced opportuni-
ty that relied on one person’s ability 
to not be prejudice.

The Democratic lawmakers believe 
the inequality of the benefits can be 
traced back to the fact that most of 
the veteran officers during this time 
were white. That whether Black 
World War II veterans were being 
actively discriminated against or they 
were facing the institutional racism in 
our country afterword, the value of 
their benefits was less than they de-
served.

In fact, the cash equivalent of their 
benefits was only 40% of what white 
veterans received.

More than 70 years later, the GI Bill 
Restoration Act seeks to restore the 
benefits that were denied to veterans 
after World War II. The original grant 
that was meant to provide financial 
assistance for education, housing, and 
security has been restored and would 
now provide just that to any surviving 
family of Black service members.

The legislation would require the 
Government Accountability Office to 
launch a panel of independent experts 
that would evaluate the imbalance of 
grant distribution. It would expand 
coverage of GI Bill educational assis-
tance and the VA Loan Guaranty Pro-
gram to include any Black World War 
II veteran and their descendants that 
are living at time of the bill’s effect.

With this bill, lawmakers hope to 
determine a dollar amount that accu-
rately describes the numerical value 
of loss Black World War II veterans 
experienced after their time as a ser-
vice member. The goal is for this bill 
to acknowledge the unequal oppor-
tunity that shapes the history of the 
United States, and work to reverse 
the impact in any way possible.

The bill was presented on Thursday 
in honor of Veteran’s Day by Senator 
Raphael Warnock of Georgia, whose 
father was a World War II veteran. 
Before that, the House version was 
unveiled by the House Majority Whip 
James Clyburn and Rep. Seth Moul-
ton.

BY VICTORIA MONGIARDO

Democratic Lawmakers Unveil a Reformed GI Bill to Re-
pay Lost Benefits to Black World War II Veterans and 

Their Families
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President Joe Biden signed in law 
a $1 Trillion infrastructure bill, in 
the presence of hundreds of guests, 
including governors, members of 
Congress, and state and local of-
ficials from both parties standing 
firm on his campaign promise to 
deliver bipartisan legislation.

Amidst the declining approv-
al numbers, President Joe Biden 
could heart chants of, “Joe, Joe, 
Joe,” as he prepared to give his 
speech moments after signing the 
bill into law.

“Despite the cynics, Democrats 
and Republicans can come togeth-
er and deliver results,” said Presi-
dent Biden as he rejoiced over this 
bipartisan achievement.

“Too often in Washington, the 
reason we don’t get things done is 
because we insist on getting every-
thing we want. With this law, we 
focused on getting things done,” 
Biden said.

Although there were hundreds 
present for the ceremony, a few 
Republican law makers who dis-
agreed with the legislation declined 
to attend.

This highly anticipated bipartisan 
legislation was designed to estab-
lish jobs across the United States 
by providing state and local gov-
ernments access to billions of dol-

lars to repair outdated bridges and 
roads and improve broadband in-
ternet access to millions of Amer-
icans.

But the passing of this infra-
structure bill did not come without 
pushback from some of the law-
makers. Both Senator Joe Man-
chin of West Virginia and Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona opposed various 
items on the agenda of the more 
Progressive senators regarding the 
social spending bill. Sinema, who 
was against the significantly larger 
version of this bill, forced the sen-
ators in the House to scale back to 
avoid an increase in taxes.

“Delivering this legislation for 
the American people – this is what 
it looks like when elected lead-
ers set aside differences, shut out 
the noise and focus on delivering 
results on the issues that matter 
most to everyday Americans,” she 
said.

Manchin argued alongside Re-
publican representatives that the 
bill had become a divisive partisan 
issue and the filibuster was a hot 
topic during the process of negoti-
ating the bill. It was believed Dem-

ocrats in the House were holding 
up the bill to ensure the passing of 
climate change legislation and the 
1.75 trillion social policy.

The longevity of this biparti-
san spirit has been questioned by 
some spectators as members of 
Congress prepare to work together 
to pass Biden’s Build Back Better 
package, which offers solutions 
for childcare, preschool, eldercare, 
healthcare, prescription drug pric-
es, and immigration, before legisla-
tion session recess.

Biden Administration hopes that 
Nancy Pelosi galvanize the sen-
ate to pass the bill with the same 
terms, in hope of a repeating a bi-
partisan display.

Biden plans on visiting the two 
key states, New Hampshire and 
Michigan, to emphasize the ben-
efits that the new infrastructure 
plan brings to the problems the 
country is

currently facing.

The theme for the week seem 
to be heavy in bipartisanship and 
keen on the important issues for all 
Americans.

Biden Signs Into Law the $1 Trillion Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill

by Amber Erwin
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This week, the House Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence issued additional 
subpoenas to 10 Trump administration 
officials, including former senior advis-
er Stephen Miller and press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany, broadening their 
investigation into former United States 
President Donald Trump’s involvement 
in the circumstances surrounding the 
January attack on the nation’s Capital.

According to reports the House Se-
lect Committee probing the fatal Jan. 6 
attack on the US Capitol has been pre-
paring to issue subpoenas to top Trump 
lieutenants implicated in attempting to 
manipulate the 2020 election outcomes 
from the Willard hotel in Washington.

The subpoenas for records and tes-
timony are directed at White House 
actions and come a day after the se-
lect committee subpoenaed other key 
Trump lieutenants who worked from 
the Willard hotel in Washington to dis-
credit the results of the 2020 election.

On Tuesday, Nov. 9, House investi-
gators targeted 10 top Trump White 
House officials, including Miller, McE-
nany, former Vice President Mike 
Pence’s national security advisor Keith 
Kellogg, and the White House person-
nel director at the time, John McEntee.

Molly Michael, Trump’s former Oval 
Office operations coordinator, was also 
subpoenaed, as was Trump’s White 
House deputy chief of staff, Christo-
pher Liddell, senior DoJ attorney Ken-
neth Klukowski, and top staffers Cas-
sidy Hutchinson, Ben Williamson, and 
Nicholas Luna.

Mississippi Democratic congressper-
son Bennie Thompson, who leads the 

select committee, said in a statement 
that he issued the subpoenas to Trump 
officials to learn exactly what role Trump 
and his advisers had in halting the elec-
toral vote count.

Thompson also stated the commit-
tee wants Trump officials to assist them 
in determining if anyone outside the 
White House participated in seeking to 
change the outcome of the 2020 presi-
dential election.

Extremist Trump supporters stormed 
the US Capitol on Jan. 6, to prevent 
Congress from confirming Joe Biden’s 
victory in the previous November’s 
presidential election.

Trump contended in a court filing that 
the records requested by the commit-
tee were protected by presidential priv-
ilege, a legal tenet that preserves the 
confidentiality of some White House 
discussions. He sought an injunction 
to prevent the National Archives, the 
government agency in charge of his 
White House documents, from coop-
erating with the committee’s document 
requests.

The committee stated it requires the 
sought papers to comprehend Trump’s 
involvement in inciting the incident.

According to the select committee, 
Miller was subpoenaed because he 
pushed state legislators to send alterna-
tive slates of electors as part of an effort 
to re-elect Trump and spread lies about 
voter fraud that had been debunked by 
the Justice Department and others who 
declared 2020 the most secure election 

in US history.

House investigators summoned 
McEnany and McEntee because they 
were both near Trump on Jan. 6 as he 
watched the attack develop on TV and 
might offer light on Trump’s conduct 
during the insurgency, according to the 
committee.

Kellogg, a prominent adviser to Pence, 
was subpoenaed in part because he 
was allegedly a direct witness to a Janu-
ary 2021 conversation with Trump and 
White House attorney Pat Cipollone 
during which the former president or-
dered Pence not to declare Biden’s vic-
tory.

Other staffers have been subpoenaed 
in connection with acts like disseminat-
ing misinformation on Trump’s favor, 
pushing election authorities about un-
substantiated electoral fraud, and talks 
about reversing Biden’s victory.

The select committee gave all 10 
Trump officials until Nov. 23 to respond 
to the subpoena’s document requests, 
with deposition dates planned through 
December.

The additional subpoenas were is-
sued only hours after a federal judge 
dismissed Trump’s request for an injunc-
tion to prevent the National Archives 
from revealing information from his ad-
ministration.

Trump’s legal team submitted an 
emergency plea late Monday seeking 
US District Court Judge Tanya Chutkan 
for the injunction, which was denied.

US House Committee issues subpoenas to top 
Trump officials

by Mandilee Hecht
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Congress has imposed a new re-
quirement on automakers: Create a 
high-tech method to prevent drunken 
drivers from driving cars.

It is one of the mandates, along with 
an increase in spending to improve 
auto safety amid increasing road fa-
talities. This is part of the $1 trillion 
infrastructure package President Joe 
Biden will sign soon.

The legislation would see monitor-
ing systems for intoxicated drivers 
being installed in all new vehicles by 
2026. This is after the Transportation 
Department has evaluated the best 
technology to fit in millions of vehi-
cles, and automakers have been given 
the time they need to comply.

According to the Eno Center for 
Transportation, this is the largest in-
crease in road safety funding in de-
cades. It amounts to $17 billion. Pete 
Buttigieg, Transportation Secretary, 
says this could lead to more bike 
paths and greener spaces that can be 
built along busy roads.

This is being referred to as the sin-
gle greatest legislation in support of 
the efforts by Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving.

The National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration reported last month 
that approximately 20,160 people 
were killed in traffic accidents in 
the first half 2021. This is the high-

est number of deaths in the first half 
since 2006. Agency has cited speed-
ing, impaired driving, and the inability 
to wear seatbelts during coronavirus 
pandemic among the causes of the 
spike. According to NHTSA, approx-
imately 10,000 Americans are killed 
each year in alcohol-related accidents 
in the U.S. Each year, this accounts 
for nearly 30% of all traffic deaths.

Some drunk drivers are required to 
use breathalyzers attached to an ig-
nition interlock. They will blow into 
a tube and disable the vehicle if they 
have a high blood alcohol content. 
The legislation does not specify the 
technology. It only requires that the 
technology “passively monitors the 
performance of a driver on a motor 
vehicle in order to identify impair-
ments.”

Guidehouse Insights’ principal mo-
bility analyst Sam Abuelsamid said 
that infrared cameras, which monitor 
driver behavior, are the best system 
to prevent drunk driving. Automak-
ers like Nissan, BMW, and General 
Motors already have this technology 
installed to monitor driver attention 
while partially automating driver-as-
sist system.

Cameras are used to ensure that a 
driver is paying attention on the road 

and lookout for signs of impairment, 
such as drowsiness or loss of con-
sciousness. If the signs are visible, the 
cars will alert the driver. If the behav-
ior continues, the car will turn on its 
hazard light, slow down, and pull to 
the side.

This bill also requires automakers 
to install rear-seat warnings to noti-
fy parents if a child is inadvertently 
placed in the backseat. It could be im-
plemented by 2025 after NHTSA has 
completed its rulemaking. According 
to Kidsandcars.org, more than 1,000 
children have died of vehicular heat-
stroke since 1990. The highest num-
ber in one year was 54 in 2018.

Congress directed the agency to 
update decades-old safety standards 
to prevent deaths due to collapsing 
front seatbacks. It also issued a rule 
requiring automatic lane departure 
warnings and emergency braking in 
all passenger vehicles. However, no 
date was established for their com-
pliance.

As part of a voluntary plan that was 
announced shortly after the Obama 
administration, most automakers 
have already committed to making 
automatic emergency braking stan-
dard equipment on all their models 
by September next year.

New Car Technology Is Required By Congress To 
Prevent Drunk Driving

by  Athena Nagel
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House Prepares For Debate And Votes After 
Bolstering Biden’s Bill
The House will debate and 

vote on a new draft of Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s domestic pol-
icy package, now worth $1.85 
trillion. A companion $1 trillion 
infrastructure bill is also on the 
agenda. Democrats are eager 
to prove to voters that they can 
deliver on their priorities.

The Democrats add-
ed necessary provi-
sions to the 2,135-
page package with a 

series of late-breaking 
adjustments. They included a 
new paid family-leave program, 
work permits for immigrants, 
and changes to tax deductions 
in state and local taxes.

Both the total price tag and 
revenue required to pay it will 
likely rise. According to a sum-
mary obtained from The Asso-
ciated Press, Thursday’s White 
House assessment said that 
revenue from taxes on corpo-
rations and wealthy individuals 
and other changes is expected 
to bring in $2.1 trillion over ten 
years which is an increase from 
the $1.9 trillion previously es-
timated.

According to a senior admin-
istration official, the House bill 
will be paid in full Thursday. To 
discuss the new estimates, the 
official requested anonymity.

Votes are possible on Thurs-
day with Democrats eager to 
complete the signature pack-

age of the president after long 
talks at Capitol Hill. This is part-
ly why the party’s poor results 
in bellwether States this week.

Biden pleaded Wednesday for 
the White House to “Get it to 
me!”

Majority Leader Steny Hogue 
announced that House votes 
are possible on Biden’s large 
bill of climate change programs, 
social services, and a larger bi-
partisan infrastructure pack-
age. The latter had been stalled 
during deliberations. However, 
voting could be extended to 
Friday, according to lawmakers 
and aides.

After months of negotiations, 
Democrats are determined to 
gain Biden’s plans after the grim 
Virginia election results. This is 
a warning sign that their power 
may be at risk in the next year’s 
midterm elections.

Virginia voters said that Wash-
ington’s lengthy negotiations 
over Biden’s governing agenda 

had been a major factor in their 
vote. So the blame is flowing to 
Capitol Hill, where Democrats 
spent months debating details 
of the package.

Reporters at the Capitol were 
told by Tim Kaine, a Democratic 
Senator from Virginia. “We have 
to produce results for people.”

Late Wednesday, the House 
Rules Committee met to dis-
cuss the revised text. This 
meeting was critical before a 
lengthy floor debate that could 
begin Thursday and continue 
into Friday.

Democrats have been working 
hard to resolve their differenc-
es, especially with the holdout 
Sens. Joe Manchin from West 
Virginia and Kyrsten Silena 
from Arizona launch votes on 
Biden’s big bill and the related 
infrastructure package, which 
has stalled.

The new family leave provi-
sion will include four weeks of 
paid family time for childbirth, 

BY ATHENA NAGEL
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recovery after a significant ill-
ness, or caring for family mem-
bers. This leave is less than 
the 12-week program that was 
initially planned, but it is fully 
funded with revenue from oth-
er sources.

After Manchin complained 
about the price, Biden reluc-
tantly dropped a reduced-back 
proposal for paid leave from 
the White House framework 
last week. However, Democrats 
who have lobbied for paid leave 
as a party priority over the de-
cades still supported it.

Representative Richard Neal 
(D-Mass.), the chairman of 
Ways and Means Committee, 
said that it is “a policy which will 
finally give workers and families 
the peace of mind in the face of 
difficulties.”

The Democrats also agreed 
on a compromise eliminat-
ing the $10,000 cap on state 
and local tax deductions. This 
elimination is a problem that 
significantly affects New York, 
California, and other high-tax 
states. It was included in the 
Trump-era 2017 tax plan.

Although the repeal of the 
SALT deduction cap is a prior-
ity to many northeastern state 
legislators, progressives want-
ed the super-wealthy to be 
prevented from enjoying it. The 
plan would see the $10,000 de-
duction limit raised to $72,500 
over ten years starting in 2021.

The new immigration provi-
sion will create a program for 
approximately 7 million ille-
gal immigrants, which would 

allow them to apply for travel 
and work permits in the U.S.A 
for five years. The government 
could also tap into unused vi-
sas to allow people to enter the 
U.S.

The last major challenge in 
finishing Biden’s draft was re-
solving the immigration prob-
lem. Biden had allocated $100 
billion for immigration reforms, 
which increases the overall 
package’s value from $1.75 tril-
lion up to at least $1.85 Trillion 
— although that number could 
drop if the Senate accepts the 
provision. According to those 
involved, lawmakers will pres-
ent their cases to Senate parlia-
mentarians in the coming days. 
They hope that Senate rules 
will allow them to pass the pro-
posed changes.

Rep. Judy Chu (D-Calif.) stat-
ed, “We must have something 
for our immigrants.”

These changes not only in-
crease the cost of the package 
but also raise revenues. One of 
the changes that helped off-
set the loss is the agreement 
reached this week by Medicare 
to lower senior prescription 
drug prices.

Manchin has resisted both 
the immigration law change 
and the paid family leave. His 
support is crucial in the 50-50 
Senate where Biden doesn’t 
have enough votes. Republi-
cans are united in their opposi-
tion to the overall bill.

Manchin wanted Democrats 
to spend more time in negotia-
tions, and she panned the paid 

leave announcement.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
seems determined to pass the 
strongest bill in her chamber, 
then leave the Senate to amend 
or remove the parts it doesn’t 
like.

Biden’s package will provide 
assistance for many Americans 
to pay for their health care, 
education, and care for the el-
derly in their own homes. The 
nation’s most significant com-
mitment to combating climate 
change would also provide 
$555 billion in tax incentives 
for cleaner energy and electri-
fied cars.

It would cover a large portion 
of the costs by raising taxes 
for people who earn over $10 
million per year and large cor-
porations. Large corporations 
would now be subject to a 15% 
minimum tax to stop them from 
taking so many deductions that 
they end up paying nothing in 
taxes.

An agreement was announced 
earlier in the week adding an-
other necessary provision: a 
cap on out-of-pocket Medi-
care Part D expenses for older 
Americans at $2,000 and a re-
duction of insulin prices to $35 
per dose.

Some moderate Democrats 
in Congress said they would 
like to see a fiscal evaluation of 
Biden’s overall package by the 
Congressional Budget Office 
before casting their vote.
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Donald Trump’s former strategist Steve Bannon 
has been charged with contempt of Congress

As a result of Bannon ignoring a com-
mittee investigation subpoena regard-
ing the Capitol insurrection violence 
from January 6th, the House voted 
Thursday to hold Bannon in contempt 
of Congress.

Representative Bennie Thompson, a 
Mississippi Democrat and one of two 
Republicans on the committee, led the 
House floor with Wyoming Republican 
Representative Liz Cheney. Nonethe-
less, two hundred and twenty-two 
lawmakers voted “no” out of 229 who 
took part.

Having passed the House 
vote, the United States’ at-
torney’s office in Washington 
will now have the authority 
to decide whether to present 
the case to a grand jury for possible 
criminal charges. At a House hearing 
on Thursday, Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland said they plan to “make 
a decision consistent with the princi-
ple of prosecution.” Whether they will 
pursue the case remains unclear.

As Capitol Hill still struggles with 
raw tensions, even now, nine months 
after the January 6th attack, Bannon’s 
subpoena, as well as the committee’s 
investigation, is indicative of the par-
tisan divide.

Democrat leaders promised to thor-
oughly investigate the assault on po-
lice, when hundreds of Trump support-
ers fought despite police presence, 
injured many police officers, and dis-
rupted the official vote certification 
for Joe Biden’s November victory. 
Lawmakers in the panel tell me they 
will punish anyone who refuses to co-
operate with the investigation swiftly 
and forcefully.

Several Republican members of Con-

gress have called the inves-
tigation a witch hunt, saying 

it was a waste of time and that 
Congress should instead be focusing 
on more pressing issues.

Among the panel’s two Republicans, 
Cheney along with Illinois Representa-
tive Adam Kinzinger, have been critical 
of Trump and his role in instigating the 
rebellion. In contrast, most Republican 
House members continued to be si-
lent in response to Trump’s false claims 
about pervasive fraud in the November 
election. Trump’s claims have continu-
ally been rejected by courts, election 
officials, and even Trump’s attorney 
general. 

Bannon was ordered not to answer 
questions from a letter Trump’s law-
yer sent him. On Tuesday the result 
of a committee vote was 9-0 recom-
mended pursuing contempt charges. 
While the committee pointed out that 
Bannon was not working at the White 
House during that January 6th attack, 
he had spoken to Trump the day prior 
and predicted unrest on his podcast 
by saying a full day before that “all hell 

would break loose.”

A panel of lawmakers said Bannon 
was the only witness in the case who 
refused to comply with the subpoena. 
More than a dozen others were at least 
negotiating with lawmakers.

Joining Cheney and Kinzinger in vot-
ing to hold Bannon in contempt were 
Republican Representatives Peter Mei-
jer and Fred Upton of Michigan, Brian 
Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania, Anthony 
Gonzalez of Ohio, John Katko of New 
York, Nancy Mace of South Carolina, 
and Jaime Herrera Beutler of Washing-
ton.

Following the vote in the House 
of Representatives, Mace, who rep-
resents a politically swing district, said 
that she wants future Republican ma-
jorities to retain the right to issue sub-
poenas.

Suppose the Justice Department de-
cides to go forward with a prosecution. 
In that case, the case could linger on 
for years — potentially pushing past 
the 2022 election when Republicans 
could win control of the House and 
end the matter.

By Athena Nagel
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The Truth: The United States Is Still At 
War

In Biden’s September address to 
the United Nations, United States 
President Joe Biden announced, “For 
the first time in 20 years, the United 
States is not at war.” However, unfor-
tunately, that is at the wrong end of 
the truth spectrum. In the wake of 
pulling out of Afghanistan, one would 
assume we are at least done there, 
but that is not the case; the president 
has authorized continued bombing in 
A

nt initially insists the target was 
the home of a terrorist but later 
acknowledges they made a 
significant error and the vic-
tims were all simply innocent 
American civilians.

fghanistan — with predict-
ably terrifying results.

Picture this: a quiet, blue-collar 
neighborhood not far from LAX, a 
37-year-old father and husband gets 
home from the office on a Monday 
evening. As he drives down his street 
and eventually pulls his truck into the 
garage, his kids go out to greet him 
in the yard. Then, flying in from the 
sky, an enemy military drone shoots a 
rocket at home, destroying the home 
and taking the lives of nine people — 
seven children and two adults; five 
of those kids were younger than six 
years old. The enemy preside

That is precisely what occurred 
time and time again; however, it was 
an American drone, and the victims 
were in Afghanistan. Or Pakistan. Or 
Somalia.

This narrative is nothing new.

This identical story gets replayed 
frequently: a marriage ceremony in 
Yemen, a funeral in Kenya, harvest-
ing crops in Syria. U.S. airstrikes have 
annihilated at least 22,000 innocent 

non-combatants since Sep-
tember 11th.

Currently, U.S. military person-
nel lead combat movements in Syria, 
Iraq, Somalia, Yemen, Niger, Kenya, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Phil-
ippines. Moreover, the United States 
operates missions in areas we are not 
aware of currently. There is limited 
public knowledge and poor oversight 
of the CIA’s secret drone conflicts.

If another nation were bombarding 
the United States — even if the likely 
targets were officially labeled terror-
ists — our nation would label it an act 
of war. Furthermore, if the U.S. presi-
dent’s administration had requested a 
different country to attack us, Ameri-
cans would turn against their govern-
ment rather quickly. Then again, we 
have seen minimal mental capacity 
from certain groups, e.g., particular 
message boards/theorists, who be-
lieve in wild ideas.

The American public and our Con-
gress need to face the facts: the 
worldwide “War on Terror” was a 
sanctimonious shame, a diplomatic fi-
asco, and a humanitarian tragedy. The 

post-September 11th wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq have killed more than 
929,000 people, driven at least 38 
million civilians to escape their homes, 
and stripped American taxpayers of 
more than $8 trillion. Meanwhile, the 
amount of armed Sunni Islamist orga-
nizations that participate in terrorist 
acts has grown.

Moreover, climate change, racial 
injustice, and steep inequality have 
mainly gone unaddressed the more 
significant global difficulties.

According to the U.S. Attorney 
General and Homeland Security Sec-
retary, the most notable national ter-
ror threat facing our nation comes 
from extremist groups, like white su-
premacists.

Finishing the War on Terror does 
not equate to neglecting menaces to 
our national security. On the contrary, 
it involves putting the hurdle of trans-
national terrorism in its proper setting 
with other more urgent perils and uti-
lizing all the non-lethal and non-mil-
itary devices at our disposal to deny 
terror cells access to capital, com-
munications, weapons, and soldiers. 

By Henry Nicholas
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Moreover, international law enforce-
ment and legal intelligence networks 
must observe, prevent, capture, and 
prosecute alleged terrorists per in-
ternationally acknowledged human 

rights and democratic principles.

Ultimately, U.S. Congress will have 
to abolish the law that provides these 
infinite and ever-growing wars: the 
2001 Authorization for Using Military 

Force. Nevertheless, repeal attempts 
will not work until the American pub-
lic and Congress acknowledge that 
aerial bombings and drone strikes are 
legitimate acts of war.

lawlessness in New York is on the rise

Eric Adams, the incoming mayor of 
New York City, met last week with Hawk 
Newsome, a co-founder of Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) of Greater New York

Mr. Newsome threatened “riots, fire 
and bloodshed” if Mr. Adams reinstat-
ed the NYPD’s controversial anti-crime 
unit. The unit had caused considerable 
controversy over the years, specifically 
in 2020 following the slew of protests 
in the wake of the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

The unit was disbanded last year due 
to rioting that followed the murder of 
George Floyd in the summer of 2020.
Rather than adopt a neutra approach, 
Mr. Adams reacted by saying he won’t 
stand for inflammatory language or 
threats in this way. This assertive ap-
proach attracted the attention of sever-
al outlets and the local residents experi-
enced mixed reactions.

Mr. Adams adopted this approach 
after experiencing intimidation from 
groups that have never held public of-
fice or been held accountable for their 
actions – such as the movements that 
came to life over 2020 and beyond. In-
timidation-based groups of the recent 
past include the Proud Boys, followers 
of QAnon, and the riotous MAGA crowd 
that stormed our Capitol on Jan. 6.

Looting and destruction of property 
seem to have become the norm in ma-

jor cities, especially following periods of 
controversy, death, judicial decision, or 
a mass tragedy.

Many believe that the thought that 
holds criminals as victims of society’s 
main ills — racism, poverty, ignorance; 
are incorrect. The folks who share this 
belief think that society seem to care 
less about the “real” victims, who are 
business owners and law-abiding citi-
zens.

It may be argued that there is no true 
determination of victimhood, as vio-
lence affects everyone.

Further controversy ensued when 
groups accused other groups of open 
engagement in virtue signaling by put-
ting the group’s logo on their social me-
dia pages and their signs in their front 
yards.

There is further argument that there 
is virtually no representation of any 
other mindset shown in the media. This 
was discovered and evaluated afterThe 
Heritage Foundation, a conservative 
Washington, D.C., think tank found a 

2015 interview with BLM leaders Alicia 
Garza, Patrisse Cullors and Opal Tometi 
in which Cullors said, “Myself and Alicia, 
in particular, are trained organizers. We 
are trained Marxists.”

Going forward with this knowledge, 
Mr. Adams has expressed a promise 
for any people that are considering 
breaking the law. Any type of property 
destruction or looting activities, or ac-
cessory behavior to these activities, will 
be met with reimbursement to the busi-
ness, along with fines, arrests, or jail.

Mr. Adams did note that if violators 
are on government assistance, their 
payments will be reduced or eliminated 
entirely until any debt accrued by the 
business due to the damage is satisfied. 
This is a first to be said by any authority 
who has held office, and has showcased 
Mr. Adams’ commitment to maintaining 
a peaceful society.

The tensions are causing many to re-
consider gun ownership regulations, as 
this could make business owners and 
private citizens feel more protected in 
the wake of the ongoing violence.

by Conor La Rouche
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Decades after the process of ‘elec-
trification’ matured the global ener-
gy industry, hydrogen is slowly gain-
ing steam as a viable energy carrier 
as well. As the International Energy 
Agency stated in May, hydrogen will 
be essential for the world to reach its 
target of zero emissions by 2050.

But the US energy industry contin-
ues to ride the coattails of a domestic 
oil and gas boom. An underwhelm-
ing level of investment and coherent 
strategy guiding its hydrogen industry 
threatens to put the country at a seri-
ous disadvantage as hydrogen’s impor-
tance grows.

In comparison, the world’s major 
energy markets and producers have 
significantly enhanced hydrogen de-
velopment and cooperation over the 
last decade.

European countries in particular 
have been keen to diversify their en-
ergy consumption away from fossil fu-
els. Several European countries have 
proposed national hydrogen strategies 
over the last two years, alongside the 
one put forward by the EU in 2020. 
The French, German, Italian, Spanish 
and Portuguese governments alone 
will invest $44 billion into hydrogen 
this decade, industry researcher IHS 
Markit estimated last December.

An assortment of European gas op-
erators have also recently expanded 
proposals to build a continent-wide 
hydrogen energy network. By refur-

bishing gas pipelines and building new 
infrastructure, the European Hydrogen 
Backbone (EHB) now plans to grow 
a 11,600 km transportation network 
by 2030 to 39,700 by 2040, across 
21 countries. Other projects such as 
NortH2 in Northwest Europe point to 
further efforts to construct regional 
integrated hydrogen value chains.

Europe’s growing hydrogen network 
is expected to meet a range of energy 
demands. Incoming bans on the pro-
duction of combustion-powered ve-
hicles over the next two decades will 
be mostly met by electric vehicles, but 
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles will also 
feature prominently. The Dutch gas 
and power network operator Stedin 
launched a five-year project in 2018 
to experiment with heating a block of 
homes with hydrogen, with other ma-
jor projects continuing to introduce 
hydrogen across the continent.

As Europe’s largest supplier of oil and 
natural gas, Russia has been particular-
ly sensitive to the economic ramifica-
tions of new energy revolutions. The 
Kremlin approved the Hydrogen Ener-
gy Development Plan last year in coor-
dination with Germany’s and the EU’s 
hydrogen strategies and announced 
the development of a Russian-German 
roadmap for hydrogen in December to 
keep up with changing trends in Euro-

pean energy consumption.

Rosatom, Gazprom, and RusHydro, 
Russia’s premier nuclear, natural gas, 
and hydropower companies, will begin 
operating their own hydrogen plants 
in the mid-2020s. Their collective ap-
proach is intended to safeguard Rus-
sia’s traditional European markets and 
its growing client base in Asia.

The Asian hydrogen market, howev-
er, is already extremely competitive. 
China’s desire to support its enormous 
economy and diversify its energy con-
sumption for geopolitical reasons have 
made it the leading hydrogen producer 
and investor.

The country’s major state-run com-
panies have seized the initiative. In 
June, China’s Sinopec declared it would 
spend $4.6 billion towards hydrogen 
energy development by 2025. This in-
cludes the construction of 1,000 hy-
drogen filling stations, accelerating the 
transition from gray hydrogen to blue 
and green sources, and expanding the 
current pipeline network to connect 
producers and downstream markets.

Having played a pivotal role in pop-
ularizing solar energy over the last de-
cade, Beijing’s efforts in building up 
its domestic hydrogen industry have 
shrunk costs for hydrogen production 
considerably.

BY JOHN RUEHL

In the race for hydrogen, the US lags 
behind
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South Korea’s SK Group, a major 
domestic conglomerate, is developing 
what it says will be the world’s largest 
gray and blue hydrogen plants in 2023 
and 2025, respectively. Additionally, 
the company has stated it will invest 
$16 billion into the domestic hydrogen 
industry over the next five years.

The South Korean government has 
been actively promoting hydrogen-re-
lated business across the public and 
private sector through the K-Hydro-
gen Council and other initiatives. Five 
Korean conglomerates are expected 
to invest $38 billion into hydrogen 
technology by 2030 according to the 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy 
this month.

Hydrogen has also become a vital 
part of Japan’s efforts to curb car-
bon emissions, particularly after the 
country dramatically reduced its nu-
clear power capabilities following the 
Fukushima accident in 2011. In De-
cember, Japan put forth a preliminary 
road map proposing for hydrogen and 
related fuels to account for 10% of na-
tional electricity generation by 2050, 
as well as powerful roles in shipping 
and steel manufacturing.

Japan’s government has stated its 
intention to see 200,000 hydrogen 
fuel cell vehicles on the road by 2025 
and is currently working with other 
countries to develop the world’s first 
hydrogen supply chains. After the suc-
cessful transport of liquified hydrogen 
from Brunei to Japan last year, the Hy-
drogen Energy Supply Chain (HESC), 
currently in its pilot phase, will also 
transport hydrogen from Australia to 
Japan in the coming decade.

As the country which pioneered 
liquefied natural gas in the 1970s, Ja-
pan’s ambitious hydrogen transporta-
tion initiatives are accelerating hydro-
gen’s global expansion.

Like Russia, Middle Eastern coun-
tries are working to diversify their 
economies away from oil and natural 
gas exports. Saudi Arabia has pledged 
to become the world’s top exporter of 
hydrogen and has planned a $5 billion 

project to produce green hydrogen in 
the country’s futuristic Neom city.

Saudi Arabia and Germany also 
signed a declaration of intent earlier 
this year to cooperate in green. Sau-
di energy companies, as well as other 
Gulf States (notably the United Arab 
Emirates) have also increased talks 
with Asian companies regarding hy-
drogen development.

Elsewhere around the world, hy-
drogen continues to dominate energy 
headlines. Asia’s richest man, India’s 
Mukesh Ambani, declared his intention 
to commit to green hydrogen through 
his company Reliance Industries in Au-
gust. Germany is meanwhile leading 
hydrogen development in Africa.

The US, however, has been notably 
absent from modern hydrogen discus-
sions, despite the use of hydrogen in 
the national energy mix for decades. 
US companies began making hydrogen 
from natural gas in the 1930s, while 
the Apollo space missions used hydro-
gen power to produce electricity and 
water.

But the development of the US’ 
‘hydrogen economy’ later stalled. In 
2003, US President George W. Bush 
attempted to revitalize the domes-
tic industry with a $1.2 billion feder-
al initiative aimed at diversifying the 
nation’s energy consumption. The 
industry’s revival was cut short after 
the Obama Administration slashed hy-
drogen funding in his first term as the 
US domestic oil and gas booms inten-
sified.

The Trump Administration further 
focused on developing the US’ oil and 
gas industries to increase the nation’s 
energy independence. The US’ hydro-
gen automotive sector, long seen as 
the hydrogen’s best bet for growing its 
commercial appeal, was also steadily 
overshadowed by electric battery cars.

Under President Joe Biden, the De-
partment of Energy has allocated ap-
proximately $400 million towards hy-
drogen energy in 2022, compared to 
$285 million this year. Political legisla-

tors are currently negotiating a mas-
sive infrastructure package that would 
deliver $8 billion towards hydrogen 
development.

Political gridlock in Washington con-
tinues to stall any financial relief, how-
ever, while the proposed $8 billion 
would still pale in comparison to the 
investments already made by other 
countries. Thanks to its energy inde-
pendence and an electorate generally 
less concerned over greenhouse gas-
es than their European and Japanese 
counterparts, the US lacks the nation-
wide drive to exploit its hydrogen po-
tential.

Some US states and companies 
have taken the initiative to promote 
hydrogen. California and New York 
have mandated that new passenger 
cars and trucks sold in-state must be 
zero-emission by 2035. Plug Power 
has announced plans to construct the 
west coast’s largest green hydro pow-
er plant by 2024, growing its network 
of plants in New York, Tennessee, and 
Georgia.

But these sporadic and localized in-
stances will not be enough to shoulder 
the cost of developing the US’ hydro-
gen industry. Without the motive of 
short-term commercialization, there 
is the risk of stagnation and decline 
should federal aid dry up again.

The benefits of investing in hydro-
gen remain clear. Existing oil, coal, and 
gas infrastructure can be modified to 
accommodate hydrogen, allowing the 
US to recycle its legacy energy assets. 
Hydrogen can be liquefied for maritime 
transportation and stored and used in 
fuel cells that are more weight-effi-
cient than electric batteries. Hydrogen 
will also become more cost competi-
tive due to increased investments and 
the falling costs of renewables, while 
the chance to diversify the US’ energy 
intake is an added bonus.

Perhaps most importantly, as the 
rest of the world works to connect 
through hydrogen, the US cannot risk 
falling further behind.
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Can The U.S. Win An Economic War against China?

Rising political and economic ten-
sions between the U.S. and China, 
beginning with tariffs imposed on 
China by the Trump administration, 
have carried over into the Biden 
presidency.

Initially, the U.S. moved forward 
with these tariffs due to an underly-
ing sentiment of a trade deficit be-
tween the U.S and China along with 
perceived unfair trade practices by 
the Chinese government.

Whether you believe either of 
those scenarios to be the case or not, 
the Biden administration has done 
nothing thus far to ease those ten-
sions and has instead moved forward 
with further economic sanctions that 
appear to be far more politically driv-
en.

The tariffs proved to raise U.S. con-
sumer costs of Chinese goods and 
restricted the ability of China to im-
port high-tech U.S. consumer prod-
ucts. The end result was an overall 
decrease of more than $26 billion in 
imported goods to the U.S. from Chi-
na in 2019 alone.

The economic standoff has raged 
on for the better part of the last two 
years with no clear winner between 
the two. However, an analysis of the 
losses on each side would indicate 
that the U.S. and China are depen-
dent on one another in an almost 
unbreakable symbiotic economic re-

lationship when it comes to trade.

The conflict temporarily disrupt-
ed supply chains over the course of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. And with 
increased prices of Chinese prod-
ucts, U.S. companies turned to other 
countries to obtain their much-need-
ed goods.

For example, Vietnam saw a dra-
matic increase in exports to the U.S. 
in products like cell phones, comput-
ers, furniture, and clothing that ordi-
narily would have come from China. 
Thus, the conflict between the U.S. 
and China served to inject an in-
crease of $6.4 billion into the Viet-
namese economy. Mexico benefited 
from the scenario in much the same 
way.

In China, the effects of the trade 
war have been felt mainly in the form 
of slowdowns in the rate of manufac-
turing and industrial output growth. 
While in the U.S., it’s estimated to 
have cost the American economy ap-
proximately 300,000 jobs.

In the end, the trade war between 
the U.S. and China has negatively im-
pacted the economies of both coun-
tries. While the Trump era tariffs 
initially reduced the perceived trade 
deficit between the two nations in 
2019, that trend reversed in 2020, 

resulting in an even higher trade dis-
crepancy between the two countries 
than before the conflict.

Today the Biden administration ap-
pears to be evaluating its relationship 
with China more in terms of idealism 
rather than economic principles. As 
a result, the Trump era tariffs remain 
largely in place as bargaining leverage 
in the battle between U.S. democra-
cy and Chinese autocracy.

Biden has strengthened ties with 
anti-Chinese allies and has been 
pushing for an America-first ap-
proach despite campaigning against 
Trump’s policies on China. Addition-
ally, the Biden administration has 
used the economic conflict to raise 
concerns over human rights abuse in 
Tibet and Hong Kong.

In truth, so much of the fate of 
geopolitics and world economics lies 
tightly intertwined within the U.S. 
and Chinese relationship. If the cur-
rent economic climate continues or if 
there’s another disagreement in the 
not-so-distant future, it’s clear that 
there are genuinely no winners.

With this in mind, all sides would 
be far better served with a peaceful, 
open, and fair trade agreement be-
tween the world’s two most signifi-
cant economic powers.

BY ERIC GAHAGAN
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UNITED STATES INFLATION INCREASES 
6.2 PERCENT; HIGHEST IN 31 YEARS

For the first time in 31 years, 
the United States’ inflation rate 
reached an all time high.

Consumer prices jumped 6.2 
percent in October from last 
year, which was the fastest pace 
through 12 months since 1990, 
and the fifth straight month with 
inflation over five percent. The 
increases include houses, cars, 
gas and groceries in the pandem-
ic era.

Vacation spots and restaurants 
also had to increase prices as 
Americans could not wait to dine 
out and travel once restrictions 
were lifted.

“Consumers are feeling it in the 
pocketbook at the gas pump, gro-
cery store and tenants in many 
parts of the country could get 
sticker shock at their next lease 
renewal,” Bankrates chief finan-
cial analyst Greg McBride said.

Since 2011, the inflation rate 
had not been over three percent, 
which was the highest it had 
been until 2021. The lowest was 
in 2015 at 0.7 percent.

The first two months of 2021 

were the lowest it had been all 
year, at 1.4 and 1.7 percent in 
January and February, respec-
tively. There was a 1.6 percent 
spike between March and April, 
however, and neber went down 
since then except a 0.1 percent 
decrease between July and Au-
gust.

Officials were not expecting 
a spike, but with businesses re-
opening after the lockdown in 
2020, some of them could not 
keep up with the demand for used 
cars, toys, computers, television, 
and furniture. Officials also said 
it is unlikely the inflation rate will 
decrease any time soon.

“Further, the bottlenecks 
throughout the supply chain will 
be with us well into 2022, and 
with that, upward pressure on 
prices,” McBride said.

Officials from the Senior Fed-
eral Reserve said otherwise, 
mentioning the increase is only 

temporary. According to Market-
Watch, the officials said it will 
subside next year after the pan-
demic ends. More people will be 
back to work, and the economy 
will recover.

Since the beginning of the year, 
jobs have been hiring at an alarm-
ing rate. Most people quit their 
jobs because of low wages, caus-
ing businesses to increase their 
hourly rate to get more people 
to work for their establishment. 
Wages were increased 4.6 per-
cent since 2020, according to 
CNBC.

As of August, there were over 
six million people who were hired 
in 2021, but nearly six million sep-
arations – voluntary quits, invol-
untary layoffs, and retirements 
– as well, according to Statista. 
Since 2020, however, Employers 
lost 22 million employees be-
cause of the pandemic.

BY REESE FURLOW
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Mississippi ranks high in poverty, 
homicide, and mental health

Over the past several years, 
the Magnolia State has gained 
a distinction for being one of 
the United States’s poorest 
and most dangerous states in 
the union. A recent analysis 
from prescription management 
service NiceRx discovered 
that this continues to be the 
case in 2021. However, they 
discovered another surprising 
reality. Mississippi also ranks 
among the best states for 
mental health and wellbeing.

NiceRx completed the 
analysis by looking at data 
from the CDC, the World 
Population Review, and Date 
USA. Then, they recorded 
key statistics, including life 
expectancy, average income, 
homicide rate, poverty rates, 
and mental illness rates. The 
study found that Mississippi 
was last among every category 
except for mental health. 
There, it ranked within the top 
ten states, coming in at number 
nine.

In contrast to their high mental 

health rates, Mississippi had 
the lowest safety score in the 
nation with a life expectancy of 
74.6 years and a homicide rate 
of 15.4 per 100,000 people, 
the highest in the country. In 
addition, they had the worst 
poverty rate out of all fifty 
states at 20.3% and their 
mean household income was 
the lowest, $62,835. Coming 
in behind Mississippi were 
West Virginia, at an average 
household income of $63,680, 
and Arkansas at $66,557.

In October, NiceRx found that 
Mississippi also has the highest 
percentage of adult citizens 
who admit to foregoing health 
care due to costs. Nearly 20% 
of Mississippi citizens have 
done so.

Mississippi was not alone at 

the bottom of the rankings 
though. Louisiana performed 
similarly, barely scoring higher 
than Mississippi in most. Like 
the Magnolia State, Louisiana’s 
poverty rate is right at 20% and 
it has a homicide rate of 14.7 
murders per 100,000 people. 
Fortunately for the people 
of Louisiana, the average 
household income was quite a 
bit better, at $71,000.

On the other side of the 
chart, Hawaii ranks among 
the happiest states in the 
country, with few serious 
mental illnesses and one of 
the longest life expectancies in 
the US, 81 years. Connecticut 
and New Jersey score similarly, 
with low poverty rates, high 
life expectancies, and high 
average salaries.

 BY CASEY FENN
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Flight Attendant Holiday Pay Increased 
After Operation Meltdown

Is the United States Entering a Recession?

Flight attendants who work during 
the 2021 holidays will be handed a 
one-time pay premium by Ameri-
can Airlines, the company has an-
nounced.

The airline was forced to cancel 
thousands of flights during the Hal-
loween weekend of October, partly 
caused by a lack of flight attendants.

In order to combat this for the 
Christmas and New Year rush, those 
who work between November 23 and 
29, or December 22 and January 2, 
will be given a 150% premium pay-
ment.

Moreover, those who work between 
November 15 and January 2 without 
any absences will be given a 300% 
premium for their peak holiday shifts.

American Airlines COO, David Sey-

mour said: “On the schedule front, 
we’ve ensured that November and 
December are built to meet customer 
demand and that they are fully sup-
portable by our staffing.

“From pandemic-related changes 
to the way we must do business (in-
cluding mask and other travel require-
ments) to the small minority of cus-
tomers who cause disturbances, the 
last 20 months have been incredibly 
challenging for many personally and 
professionally.”

In the fourth quarter of 2021, Amer-

ican Airlines are anticipating the arrival 
of 4,000 new team members, includ-
ing 600 new flight attendants by the 
end of the Christmas holidays. Mean-
while, around 1,800 current cabin 
crew members have returned from 
their November leaves and a further 
800 are due to return in December. In 
total, American Airlines currently has 
24,000 flight attendants.

With the world starting to re-open 
following the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the airline is relying on their employ-
ees despite furloughing 8,000 flight 
attendants during the coronavirus.

The pandemic affected the entire 
world; and it seems pretty safe to say 
that the world is still reeling. It’s difficult 
to predict the effects that the pandemic 
— and everything that came with it — 
has had on the economy. But despite 
the relatively short gap between the last 
recession and now, some experts be-
lieve that the United States is entering a 
new recession.

There are several reasons as to why 
experts are saying this. Firstly, certain 
experts believe that the United States’ 
economic statistics are all but complete-

BY SEB JENKINS

BY RANDY WHITEHEAD
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Runaway Inflation Due to Covid?

ly artificial. Experts 
say that America’s 
Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) is 
artificially high, as-

serting that the ac-
curate GDP lags one 

year behind what the current 
data reveals. The unemployment rate is 
artificially low. In fact, experts believe 
that never-before-seen support from 
the government — in the form of unem-
ployment insurance and various other 
economic stimulus — belies the truth.

Finally, the consumer data numbers 
are troubling. Consumer confidence 
indices ask everyday Americans about 
their views on the economy, including 
their opinions on the future of employ-
ment and income. Data shows that ev-
ery recession since the 1980s has been 
preceded by a 10-point decrease in con-
sumer confidence indices from major 
sources. This year, those same sources 
have seen, on average, over a 20-point 
decrease. Such results do not bode well 

for the future of the American economy.

Other experts still see COVID as a 
huge determining factor when it comes 
to the economy. No one can deny that 
COVID shocked the public, as well as 
the economic situation, and some ex-
perts believe that the effects of COVID 
have the potential to cause continuing 
negative economic effects. In fact, some 
experts believe that lingering fears about 
COVID will continue to affect both the 
economy and consumer expectations 
about the state of the environment. For 
example, many people (42%) are wor-
ried about returning to work for fear of 
contracting COVID.

But that’s not all. COVID has caused 
ripple effects throughout numerous in-
dustries. Food and gas prices are rising, 
supply chains are restricted, and ports 
are overcrowded. Some believe that — 
considering all of these factors — policy 
makers stopped providing stimulus too 
soon.

However, expert opinion is anything 

if set in stone, and different research-
ers have differing opinions and expla-
nations. Other experts believe that a 
recession is a possibility, but they don’t 
believe that the positive indicators 
should be overlooked or ignored. Even 
though many Wall Street banks aren’t 
predicting strong economic growth, 
they’re still seeing expansion. For ex-
ample, Goldman Sachs projects 5.6% 
growth this year. And even though the 
number is not as high as once predicted, 
it still indicates positive growth for the 
United States’ economy.

Truth be told, no one could have pre-
dicted how COVID affected the econo-
my. Researchers are only now seeing the 
true effects and — even though they’re 
trying their best to record and compile 
the data — it’s hard to make accurate 
predictions in such a short period of 
time. However, there are certainly risk 
factors and warning signs that need to 
be addressed. If ignored, the experts 
predicting a severe economic downturn 
could be proven right.

Who hasn’t been 
affected by the current 
surge in inflation in our 
country? Everything 
is costing more than 
at any time in recent 

history. Thanksgiving 
coming up in a little 

more than a week, is set to be the most 
expensive ever.

The White House is attempting to 
pin the out-of-control inflation to the 
Covid-20 pandemic and its lingering 
effects on the economy. Senior advisor 
to President Biden, Brian Deese, claims 
that economic normalcy can be regained 
by “…getting more workplaces Covid-free, 
getting more kids vaccinated, so more 
parents feel comfortable going to work” 
This was from an interview with NBC 
News on Sunday. While many inflation-
related woes may have started with the 
shutdowns associated with the beginning 
of the pandemic, this seems like a 
statement advancing the Administration’s 
political agenda of mandatory vaccinations 
for all, while ignoring many important 
factors.

It seems important to note that Mr. 
Biden’s first official act as President was 
to shut down the Keystone pipeline, 

followed by ending oil and gas leases on 
federal land. In addition to this he named 
anti-energy progressive politicians to his 
cabinet. These actions alone reduced our 
supply of energy and drove up the cost of 
fuel. After enjoying energy independence 
under the previous administration, 
America is now dependent on foreign oil 
which is much more expensive and puts 
us at the mercy of foreign governments.  
At the same time, President Biden has 
given the okay to Russian President Putin 
to proceed with his own pipeline to move 
forward. Why?

Thousands of high paying American 
jobs were lost with no logical explanation 
given. Many more thousands of jobs 
are about to be forfeited because of 
mandates regarding the Covid-19 
vaccination requirements being pushed 
forward by the government. Why would 
we essentially fire police officers, first 
responders, medical personnel who 
worked for over a year directly with Covid 
patients before there were vaccinations 
or mandates? All of this is happening at 
the same time as the Administration has 
opened the southern border to allow 
hundreds of thousands of unvetted illegal 
migrants to flood into the country with 
no health checks or vaccine requirements 
whatsoever. They will now be added to the 

welfare rolls to be supported by American 
tax dollars, and even rewarded with huge 
compensation for trauma they endured 
while illegally entering our country.

The supply chain presents another 
aspect of the inflationary problems. While 
hundreds of ships sit at American ports 
waiting to be unloaded, products on the 
shelves are dwindling and prices for those 
products are going up fast.

To be sure, this unprecedented inflation 
is a complex problem. However, those 
in the current Administration need to 
take responsibility for some of the policy 
decisions which have contributed to the 
current situation. Throwing more of the 
taxpayer dollars into welfare programs 
with the proposed spending packages will 
do little to improve conditions for the long 
term.

BY KATHY MALOUF
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Pakistan modernizes its navy with 
Chinese-made ships

On November 8, Pakistan commis-
sioned its first Type 054A/P frigate, 
the Tughril, at a ceremony held in 
Shanghai, China. Three sister ships 
are currently being produced for the 
Pakistani Navy at Hudong Zhonghua 
Shipbuilding yard. Once complete, 
these four ships will be Pakistan’s 
most powerful surface vessels, in-
tended as a means of catching up 
with India’s more advanced military.

According to Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor to China, Moin Ul-Haq, these 
frigates are the first step in the 
country’s naval modernization pro-
gram. He noted that they would 
empower their military to continue 
responding to maritime challenges 
and ensure a sustainable balance of 
power in the region.

Ul-Haq went on to offer high 
praise to the China State Ship-
building Corporation, the China 
Shipbuilding Trading Company, the 
Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilders, the 
China Ship Development and Design 
Center, and the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army Navy. He thanked 
them for being committed to the de-
livery of the frigate even while the 
COVID-19 pandemic was raging.

With the delilvery of the ship, 
Pakistan becomes the Chinese-de-
signed vessel’s first foreign owner 
under a deal inked in 2017. These 

are China’s most powerful exported 
warships to date. They include Type 
517/SUR17B air-surveillance radars 
as well as a ballistic missile known as 
P282.

India’s more lucrative market has 
drawn US, European, and Russian 
manufacturers away from Pakistan, 
leaving China to be its sole major 
arms supplier.

Richard Fisher, a senior fellow at 
the International Assessment and 
Strategy Center, commented on the 
missile, noting, “Imagery revealed 
during the commissioning of Tughril 
confirms that the ‘P282′ is the Chi-
na Aerospace Science and Industry 
Corporation (CASIC) CM-401 hy-
personic-speed capable anti-ship 
ballistic missile.” This is a short-range 
ballistic missile that has the capabili-
ty to travel at Mach 6 and make pre-
ventative maneuvers.

Fisher went on to discuss the fact 
that the Tughril is the first “Chinese 
export warship to feature a 32-cell 
vertical launch system that can be 
armed with an array of anti-aircraft 

missiles, ship and land-attack cruise 
missiles and anti-submarine missiles, 
as they are on PLA Navy Type 054A 
frigates.”

These frigates will close the capa-
bility gap that Pakistan has suffered 
from ever since its lease ran out with 
the United States in 1994. Before 
that time, the US had supplied Paki-
stan with several American Brooke-
class frigates.

According to experts, these ships 
will be a considerable improvement 
over any Pakistani warships from the 
past. In particular, this advance will 
give them anti-submarine capabili-
ties that they have never had.

Nevertheless, experts believe In-
dia’s Navy still maintains a significant 
edge against Pakistan’s in terms of 
numbers and sheer capability. This is 
a gap Pakistan seems intent on clos-
ing as it pursues submarines with 
the capacity to launch nuclear-ca-
pable cruise missiles. Ultimately, 
that will be the defining feature of a 
dominant Pakistani military.
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Joe Biden Reacts to Increased Russian Military 
Presence at Ukraine Border

WASHINGTON- President Biden 
has had a hectic week between finally 
passing his massiveinfrastructure 
bill and speaking at the UN Climate 
Change Conference. Now, the 
world isturning to him for next 
steps as Russian military presence 
increases at the Ukraine border. 

As of November 6th, Biden has 
directed the head of the CIA to travel 
to Moscow to speak withRussian 
national security officials later 
this week. According to CNN, 
CIA director Bill Burnshas already 
spoken to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky about the 
influx of new Russiantroops at the 
border.

Tensions in UkraineThe conflict 
between the two countries has 
been ongoing since 2014, when 
Russia took control of the Crimean 
Peninsula and occupied regions 
in Donetsk and Luhansk. Since 
fightingbegan, around 14,000 
Ukrainians have been lost in the 
violence. President Vladimir Putin 
hasonly gotten bolder with these 
actions since President Biden took 
office. In April, the Kremlindeployed 
more than 100,000 troops to the 
border where 90,000 currently 
remain. There have also been 
reported satellite images that 
support this claim and show a 
build-up of tanks, amour units, and 
heavy artillery.

Moscow alleges that increased 
activity is a result of the US-
backed NATO military alliance 
igniting tensions. Ukraine, in turn, 
accuses Russia of supporting 
separatists in border regions and 
increasing propaganda. President 
Putin responded that the two 
countries are one people and 
that international involvement in 
support of Ukraine’s military was a 
direct threat toRussia.

Ukraine’s Energy Crisis

Putin has significant leverage 
in this conflict, as Russia supplies 
nearly 40% of Europe’s natural gas 
supply. Heading into winter, this 
could leave thousands without 
proper access to heat and lead 
to a significant energy crisis. On 
November 1st, Russia stopped its 
thermal coal exports to the country. 
At the same time, Ukraine’s national 
grid operator GTSOU reported 
that Russian controlled energy 
cooperation Gasprom decreased 
the transit of natural gas by half its 
contracted supply for 2021. Ukraine 
is heavily reliant on coal despite 
its increase in the construction of 

renewable energy plants. Russia’s 
weaponization of coal and natural 
gas increases the reliance Ukraine 
has on its neighbor. It also means 
more partnership between the two 
countries and opportunities for the 
Kremlin to gain stronger political 
influence.

The world is waiting to see how 
Biden reacts to this conflict further. 
The Obama administration couldn’t 
deter Russian aggression, and the 
Trump administration was criticized 
for being too lenient. However, 
during Trump’s presidency, the 
US government supplied Ukraine 
with lethal weapons and increased 
NATO defense spending, which 
seemed to decrease tensions. 
This isn’t Biden’s first run-in with 
Russian antagonism as he served 
as a senator for much of the Cold 
War, so he should understand 
how Russia values brute strength 
in negotiation. Friendly relations 
or not, working with Russia is 
something the Biden administration 
needs to prioritize to maintain a 
sense of global peace.

BY HANNAH OCHOCKI
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In recent weeks, Facebook has 
been under fire after a whistleblower, 
Frances Haugen, released documents 
that demonstrated that Facebook 
was aware and allowed misinforma-
tion on the platform which interfered 
with the election in the United States, 
as well as political violence that was 
manifested in the Capitol riots on Jan-
uary 6th. In the developing world, the 
ramifications of this misinformation 
have been more severe. 

Reports from the whistleblower 
show that militias in Ethiopia, a coun-
try amidst a civil war, used Facebook 
to spread misinformation and incite 
violence. The Fano, an ethnic Amhara 
group, has used the Facebook plat-
form to “seed calls for violence”, re-
cruit, and fundraise. The group is em-
broiled in conflict against the Tigray 
ethnic group and is associated with 
multiple human rights violations to-
ward the Tigray people. 

These posts were eventually flagged 
by Facebook and removed but critics 
argue the material was removed too 
late. However, Facebook’s content 
algorithm is designed to drive en-
gagement. As a result, divisive topics 
often get lifted to the top of users’ 
newsfeeds. While Facebook has pro-
tocol to remove problematic content, 
the policy around potentially harmful 
material is generally been a “break the 
glass” to remove violent content after 
unrest erupts. 

Another factor that exacerbates 
the issue, is according to testimony 
given to UK parliament, is that Face-
book does not moderate non-English 
languages proficiently. Currently, 
Facebook supports approximately 50 
languages, but the whistleblower be-
lieves that these 50 languages are not 
moderated as robustly as American 
English. Beyond that, smaller languag-
es, and dialects, likely go without any 
scrutiny. 

In February of 2021, Myanmar, un-
derwent a military coup. For many 
Burmese citizens, Facebook was the 
primary source of information regard-
ing the ongoing events. To that end, 
it is thought that Facebook content 
amplified the dissent and violence in 
the Southeast Asian country. Accord-
ing to the UN, it has been determined 
that hate speech on Facebook played 
a vital role in fueling violence in Myan-
mar. Facebook has admitted that the 
company failed to stifle violence-in-
ducing content in the country. 

Governments across the world, led 
by the European Union, have sought 
stricter regulations on Silicon Valley 
tech giants such as Facebook. While 
the EU has so far not imposed these 
regulations, it is expected that Hau-
gen’s testimony to Congress will lead 

to additional inquiry. According to 
Haugen, “regulation could actually be 
good for Facebook’s long-term suc-
cess”, believing that making Facebook 
a less divisive place will boost users’ 
enjoyment. 

Meanwhile, US policymakers such 
as Senator Klobuchar are calling for 
increased regulation in the social 
media space. While US policymakers 
have been relatively weak on Big Tech 
compared with its European counter-
parts, Frances Haugen’s testimony is 
expected to reignite the debate. 

Facebook has responded to the 
testimony by saying that the “Face-
book Papers” are only a subset of 
documents of the work Facebook has 
done to moderate the platform. How-
ever, they have yet to share said doc-
uments.  Amidst the negative press, 
Facebook is reportedly exploring a 
rebrand. 

Ultimately, Facebook and other 
platforms have amplified misinforma-
tion across the world from the Unit-
ed States to Myanmar. Regulators, 
and the public-at-large will be keen to 
identify solutions that dull the impact 
of Facebook on sowing violence and 
dissent across society. 

BY  LIAM FLYNN

The Impact of Facebook on Strife and Violence 
in Developing Countries
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U.S. Army Streamlines Critical Tech Equipment, 
Communications

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, 
Md. — The Army is changing the status 
quo when it comes to critical techno-
logical equipment and maintenance 
processes, the service’s top official 
spearheading the change reports.

“The sustainment community wants 
to embed itself in the requirements 
process for new systems to get ahead 
of timelines,” said Maj. Gen. Robert 
Edmonson, leader of Communica-
tions-Electronics Command, which is 
charged with a myriad of critical com-
mand-sustaining measures including 
computers, communications, cyber, in-
telligence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance systems.

“What we’re doing is we’re embed-
ding ourselves further left in the pro-
cess. We’re gettingengaged in the Army 
Requirement Oversight Council, Army 
capabilities boards and many others, 
and we are ensuring that our capabili-
ties and our requirements are clearly 
understood and codified early so that 
we can plan appropriately to deliver 
that capability at the point of need,” he 
said in a Nov. 2 interview. He warns that 
it’s not a conversation that is had the 
day the need arises, but several years 
in advance.

He also distinguished that under the 
Army’s new readiness model — Region-
ally Aligned Readiness and Moderniza-
tion Model, or ReARMM — he is tasked 
with critical resourcing decisions.

Named the “Regionally Aligned Read-
iness and Modernization Model,” the 
plan is to deploy Army units to differ-
ent military locations in different parts 
of the world in roughly one year, giv-
ing them hands-on expertise in the di-

verse parts of the world to which they 
could potentially deploy during an actu-
al conflict, allowing them to proactively 
stockpile the right equipment for those 
situations.

“We have decisions to make under 
ReARMM. We have deliberate deci-
sions to make with regard to units that 
are modernizing inside of a certain win-
dow and units that are deploying inside 
of a certain window,” he explained. 
“That’s going to allow us inside of CE-
COM to target our efforts to program 
our resources to be much more delib-
erate and precise in the readiness that 
we’re providing to units.

Further, he said, ReARMM allows CE-
COM to identify today’s maintenance 
requirements and modernization priori-
ties under a single model to make sound 
decisions about what to eliminate, add-
ing it is paramount for the several-year 
budgeting cycle.

As the Army aims to improve its sus-
tainment capability, Edmonson said he 
is appealing to the community to de-
termine how it might sustain commer-
cial off-the-shelf equipment differently 
than it currently does.

“We need to understand more of that 
commercial off-the-shelf capability, and 
we need to be able to build ourselves 
into what we’re going to want to look 
like tomorrow,” he said, highlighting that 
these capabilities will strengthen the 

Army’s capability armory of the future.

After an ardent long-standing focus 
on counterterrorism over the past two 
decades, the sustentation of critical 
technological equipment and communi-
cations has been an afterthought. Mi-
chael Brown, director of the Defense 
Innovation Unit, warns that technolog-
ical superiority on an ongoing basis is 
integral to the United States “maintain-
ing its edge against other nations, such 
as China.” In fact, he foresees critical 
drawbacks in being unable to innovate 
quickly enough to address threats from 
China, the world’s leading creditor and 
second-largest economy in the world.

Army Gen. Paul M. Nakasone, com-
mander of U.S. Cyber Command, direc-
tor of the NationalSecurity Agency, and 
chief of the Central Security Service 
reassures that what he’s seen firsthand 
in terms of capability and dedication to 
the mission is unparalleled. He believes 
strongly that service men and women 
deserve the best tools to do their jobs 
to ultimately keep Americans safe.

It’s mission-critical that the U.S. not 
become complacent or think it has a 
competitive edge on technology and 
innovation. And while the changes are 
progressing satisfactorily, the prima-
ry focus still remains on investing and 
recruiting unbeatable talent. Without 
those two, Brown warns Americans 
“may not like the outcome

BY JAN FRAZIER
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Republicans Request Military Aid for Ukraine 
Amidst Russian Invasion Concerns

BY ADRIANA MONTES

Washington – In an attempt to 
thwart invasion from Russian forc-
es and citing concerns over Russia’s 
continued threat to international 
law, Republican reps Mike Rogers 
and Mike Turner compel U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden to deploy U.S. mil-
itary presence to southeastern Eu-
rope – the Black Sea.

“With the recent massing of Rus-
sian forces on the Ukrainian border, 
we urge your administration to take 
immediate and swift action to pro-
vide support to Ukraine in the form 
of intelligence and weapons,” Rogers, 
of Alabama, and Turner, of Ohio, said 
Friday in a letter to Biden, which was 
obtained by Defense News. Rogers 
and Turner are ranking members of 
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee and Strategic Forces Subcom-
mittee

“We also urge your administration 
to deploy a U.S. military presence 
in the Black Sea to deter a Russian 
invasion,” the letter says, continuing 
that Biden’s administration “cannot 
ignore Russia’s continued threat to 
international law and Ukraine’s ter-
ritorial sovereignty.”

The directive came as a result of 
Ukraine’s defense ministry claiming 
90,000 Russian troops are stationed 
near the Ukraine rebel-controlled 
borders. Commercial satellite imag-
es confirm a considerable military 

personnel and equipment buildup 
that appears to have begun in the 
spring. Among the armored units, 
tanks, and artillery are the elite 1st 
Guards Tank Army. To counter Rus-
sia’s newfound military presence in 
the area, both Ukraine and Romania 
have petitioned that Western allies 
amp up their own military presence 
in the Black Sea. Still, Ukraine holds 
out for Washington’s backing for a 
NATO force on the Black Sea likened 
to its robust and impenetrable Baltic 
Sea troops.

A handful of Republican lawmak-
ers, including the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee’s ranking member, 
Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., have taken 
to social media with grave concerns 
about the assembling of Russian 
troops, imploring the Biden admin-
istration to act swiftly. “Joe Biden 
served in the Senate for much of the 
Cold War—he should know Vladimir 
Putin won’t stop his aggression until 
he is forced into a defensive posture 
by united Western pressure,” Sen. 
Tom Cotton, R-Ark., tweeted on No-
vember 5.

Since the Biden administration al-
located $60 million in military aid 
this past summer, Russia’s military 

activity has strengthened. They 
entreated the administration to in-
crease military aid to Ukraine “to 
deter and repel a renewed Russian 
incursion.”

Even more concerning, Putin re-
portedly made remarks about the 
importance of adding Zircon Hyper-
sonic missiles to his navy arsenal in 
2022 after a successful first test. In-
cluded in this lineup, in what he calls 
an attempt to “further strength-
en the security of the county,” are 
high-powered lasers and robotic 
software with the potential to ward 
off potential military threats. As 
tensions rise between Moscow and 
the west over the past year, Russian 
president Vladimir Putin has been in 
reported discussions of Ukraine and 
Georgia joining NATO, after Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin visited both 
locations last month. Romania has 
also come out in support for Georgia 
and Ukraine’s goal to join NATO, de-
spite strong opposition from Russia.

Ultimately, neither Austin nor 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stol-
tenberg announced any upcoming 
initiatives to increase military pres-
ence on the Black Sea.
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Representative Ilhan Omar and Three Other Sen-
ators File Legislation To Block Sale of Missiles and 
Weapons to Saudi Arabia

BY AMBER ERWIN

Despite Saudi Arabia’s importance 
as a partner in the Middle East, the 
U.S. Democratic Representative of 
Minnesota, Ilhan Omar, introduced 
a joint resolution to block and ban 
the sale of missiles and other weap-
ons to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Since filing her legislation on No-
vember 12th, three other senators, 
Rand Paul (R-KY.), Mike Lee (R-Utah), 
and Bernie Sanders (I-VT.) have put 
together a Bipartisan effort to file 
their own joint resolution with the 
aim of preventing another humani-
tarian crisis in the Middle East.

The Saudi arms deal valued at $650 
million, announced by the Biden Ad-
ministration on November 4th, in-
cluded the sale of 280 air-to-air, 596 
missile launchers, and other support 
equipment and services. This is the 
first major arms deal made with Sau-
di Arabia since the Biden Adminis-
tration has been in office. Raytheon 
Technologies produced the missiles 
being sold.

“As the Saudi government contin-
ues to wage its devastating war in 
Yemen and repress its own people, 
we should not be rewarding them 
with more arms sales,” Sanders said 
in a statement regarding the arms 
deal.

If passed through the Senate, it 
will prohibit the sale of $650 mis-
siles and other services and systems 
being sold to the kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.

“We should never be selling human 
rights abusers weapons, but we cer-
tainly should not be doing so in the 
midst of a humanitarian crisis they 
are responsible for. Congress has 
the authority to stop these sales, 
and we must exercise that power,” 
Omar said.

“It is simply unconscionable to sell 
weapons to Saudi Arabia while they 
continue to slaughter innocent peo-
ple and starve millions in Yemen, kill 
and torture dissidents, and support 
modern-day slavery,”

President Joe Biden publicized the 
end of US support for Saudi Arabia’s 
offensive operations in Yemen, im-
mediately following the previous ad-
ministration’s arms deal and bonho-
mous relationship with Riyadh. For 
this reason, some lawmakers were 
surprised to learn about the $650 

million deal made between the U.S 
and Saudi Arabia.

According to the Biden Adminis-
tration, in defense of the sale, they 
continue to be “fully consistent with 
the administration’s pledge to lead 
with diplomacy to end the conflict in 
Yemen.” Hartung, the director of the 
Arms and Security Program, has as-
serted this sale consisted mainly of 
defensive weapon systems. The mis-
siles were sold to make certain “Sau-
di Arabia has the means to defend 
itself from Iranian-backed Houthi air 
attacks,” he said.

Some have argued these weapons 
could be used as both defensive and 
offensive in a time of war. The U.S. 
has often refused to approve mili-
tary sales to Saudi Arabia without a 
guarantee its weapons would not be 
used to harm or kill any civilians.

Approval from the State Depart-
ment does not suggest the contract 
for this deal has been signed or that 
an agreement has been reached be-
tween the two parties.
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U.S. Foreign Policy: The United Arab Emirates Is 
Quickly Becoming An Unreliable Ally

The United States Of America and 
The United Arab Emirates have en-
joyed a productive diplomatic and 
economic relationship since 1972. 
The UAE is a crucial component of 
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle 
East.

The two countries conducted 
over $17.83 billion in trade in 2020. 
In addition, the UAE recently pur-
chased over $20 billion in military 
defense equipment from the U.S. in 
a deal approved by the Biden ad-
ministration.

The messaging from The U.S. De-
partment of State would have you 
believe that the two nations share 
many of the same values, goals, and 
ideals.

There was a time where that was 
the case. However, recent behav-
ior by the UAE on the world stage 
seems to be in heavy contrast to 
U.S interests both abroad and do-
mestically.

The U.S. relies on the UAE to help 
stabilize the Middle East. However, 
recently Abu Dhabi has repeatedly 
used its military superiority and in-
fluence in the region to support au-
thoritarian dictatorships and in op-
position to establishing democratic 
governments in areas of conflict. 
Additionally, the UAE has been an 
active participant in many instances 
where human rights and war crimes 
violations have occurred.

For example, the UAE support-
ed the coup of the democratically 
elected Egyptian government in 
2013. The UAE also approved of 

Russian intervention in Syr-
ia to come to the aide of 
Bashar Al-Assad, who’s known 
to be responsible for multiple hu-
man rights violations in Syria’s civil 
war.

The UAE has also voiced approval 
of and participated in China’s treat-
ment of its Uyghur Muslim popu-
lation. China is accused of detain-
ing over one million of the Uyghur 
in re-education and forced labor 
camps. In addition, it’s been report-
ed that the UAE has been operating 
detainment centers at the behest 
of China to deport the Uyghur from 
the UAE back to China.

As if the multiple cases of human 
rights violations aren’t enough, the 
UAE’s friendly relationship with Chi-
na places an increased strain on any 
U.S. and UAE ties going forward.

As recently as the past week, U.S 
officials have been working on get-
ting construction halted at a sus-
pected Chinese military installation 
in a shipping port near Abu Dhabi 
in the UAE. U.S diplomacy was suc-
cessful in reaching an agreement to 

stop construction on the 
port. However, concerns re-

main over China’s ever-grow-
ing presence in the country.

Aside from foreign policy, anoth-
er area in need of concern for the 
U.S. regarding the UAE is its recent 
attempts to infiltrate and interfere 
with U.S. domestic politics.

In September, three former U.S. 
intelligence operatives confessed 
to being cyberspies for the UAE. 
In addition, in July, Thomas Barrack 
was indicted as an unregistered 
agent trying to influence the Trump 
presidency in line with a UAE agen-
da.

These actions carried out by the 
UAE do not present a united front 
of cooperation and friendship that 
once existed between the U.S. and 
the UAE.

The U.S. will need to reassess its 
relationship with the UAE on an 
ongoing basis going forward. These 
actions taken by the UAE continue 
to threaten U.S. security around 
the world and democracy itself as 
we know it.

 BY  ERIC GAHAGAN
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Qatar, United States reach agreement to help 
with Afghanistan engagement

After 20 years of war with the Tali-
ban, United States President Joe Biden 
recently said Qatar will set up a U.S. in-
terest section at its embassy in Afghan-
istan.

The new agreement comes into effect 
on Dec. 31, and Qatar will coordinate 
closely with the U.S. State Department.

U.S. Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken, said the decision was “to pro-
vide certain consular services, and 
monitor the condition and security of 
U.S. diplomatic facilities in Afghanistan.”

“The protecting power arrangement 
envisions that Qatar would facilitate 
any formal communication between the 
United States and Afghanistan,” a senior 
U.S. official said.

A second agreement signed between 
Qatar and the U.S. mentioned it will 
help with travel for Afghans.

“The second agreement formalizes 
our partnership with Qatar to facilitate 
the travel of Afghans with US Special 
Immigrant Visas,” Blinken said.

Qatar recently formed ties 
with the Taliban after play-
ing a key role in the U.S. pulling 
troops out of Afghanistan in 2020. It 
also helped evacuate 124,000 people 
since August, but some U.S. citizens 
who were stuck in Afghanistan have 
stuck around because they have fami-
lies there.

And with the Islamists taking over the 
government as soon as the American 
troops left, it forced the U.S. to find 
allies to help engage with the extrem-
ist group to prevent the impoverished 
country from suffering even more.

Since the beginning of 2021, 
Afghanistan ranks 103 out of 

116 countries in global hunger. 
Over one million citizens are also 

dealing with cash shortages and the 
Taliban suspending financial aid.

“There is still much to be done in Af-
ghanistan, and Qatar remains commit-
ted to continue that necessary work 
alongside the United States and part-
ners around the world,” Foreign Min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man Al Thani said.

 BY   REESE FURLOW

Abiy Ahmed declares state of emergency in 
escalation of civil conflict

A state of emergency has been de-
clared by Ethiopia’s government in 
response to advances being made 
by armed forces from the northern 
Tigray part of the country. Addis 
Ababa has warned that a military as-
sault on the capital may be imminent.

Ethiopia’s prime minister Abiy 
Ahmed called on Ethiopian civilians 
to take up arms against the advanc-
ing TPLF to prevent the country’s 

BY MALLY KAKEMBO
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES MAJOR GENERAL RUNNING 
FOR INTERPOL PRESIDENCY IS “UNSUITABLE” FOR 
POSITION

The annual meeting of the Interpol 
General Assembly takes place in a 
few days, and is expected to select 
a new president, with one candidate 
“unsuitable for the role.”

The 89th meeting, which will take 
place from Nov. 23-25 in Turkey, 
will also elect seven members of the 
Commission for the Control of Inter-
pol’s Files.

One candidate activists are hoping 
not to see elected president of the 
International Crime Police Organiza-
tion is Major General Ahmed 
Naser Al-Raisi, who retired Brit-
ish Judge David Calvert-Smith 
said would not be fit for the po-
sition.

“He sits at the very top of the 
Emirati criminal justice system,” 
Calvert-Smith said. “He has overseen 
an increased crackdown on dissent, 
continued torture, and abuses in its 
criminal justice system.”

The UAE is allegedly known to have 

a history of Interpol abuse, 
most notably from unfund-
ed checks requiring Red 
Notices from unpaid mort-
gages.

Raisi has been the general 
inspector for the United Arab Emir-
ates since 2015, and is a well-known 
figure to the British Foreign Office as 
he was responsible for the arrest of 
Matthew Hedges.

 Hedges was a British doctoral stu-
dent who was on a two-week trip to 
the UAE in 2018 and was arrested 
on suspicion of spying on the British 
government. He spent six months in 
solitary confinement, but was par-
doned in November as part of the 
UAE National Day.

“It terribly worries me that the man 
that presided over my husband’s 
extrajudicial detention and torture 
is now being considered to run In-

“demise”.

The Tigrayan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front 
was largely in control 
of the East African 

country for the three decades lead-
ing up to 2018. Whilst the situation 
has remained tense since then, this 
is the first time TPLF troops have 
clashed with government person-
nel on such a scale. The short term 
catalyst was the cancellation of local 
Tiigray elections by Ahmed’s govern-
ment but ethnic tensions have been 
a long-term cause of volatility in the 
country.

The development marks the new-
est step in the year-long long conflict 

that until now has mainly taken place 
in the country’s north. The worst of 
the outbreak in violence seemed to 
be a thing of the past until an uptick 
in fighting over the last few days.

It is estimated that thousands 
have been killed and over 2m peo-
ple have been displaced from their 
homes since the outbreak of civil 
war in November 2020. Ahmed, who 
won a Nobel Peace Prize in 2019 
for his work in progressing relations 
between Ethiopia and Eritrea, was 
widely criticised for sending troops 
into Eritrea at such an early stage of 
the conflict last year.

Reports have since come out of 
the country of atrocities inflicted by 

both sides.

The TPLF claims its most recent 
advances into the strategic town of 
Kombolcha and Dessie in the adja-
cent Amhara region is a response to 
a government blockade preventing 
food and other humanitarian sup-
plies from reaching Tigray. They may 
also grant access to the majority 
of Ethiopia’s overseas trade due to 
their proximity to the road that links 
the country’s main port, Djibouti, 
with Addis Ababa.

The United Nations have said that 
up to 5m people in Tigray need ur-
gent food relief and around half a 
million people are in famine-like con-
ditions.

BY REESE FURLOW
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ANKARA, Turkey — United States 
President Joe Biden stated a “50-50” 
chance of approving Turkey’s request to 
buy American produced F-16 planes by 
the U.S. Congress and Senate; however, 
Biden did vow to do “his best” to guar-
antee the deal succeeds, according to 
Turkey’s president.

Conversing about his arrival from 
Rome for the G20 nations summit, Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey 
further told reporters on his plane that 
the gathering with Biden took place “in 
a very positive atmosphere,” notwith-
standing the often touchy connection 
among the two NATO nations.

Turkey had previously been boot-
ed out of a U.S. program to purchase 
F-35 fighter jets while Turkish defense 
leaders were sanctioned following the 
country’s support of Russian-made 
S-400 missile defense systems. The 
United States maintains that the Rus-
sian weapons endanger the F-35 and 
vigorously oppose their use within the 
NATO alliance.

Turkey demanded to redeem the $1.4 
billion payment before being expelled 
from the F-35 program. President Erdo-
gan has said earlier that the U.S. sug-
gested selling them F-16 fighter jets as 
a peace offering.

“As everyone knows, we made a pay-
ment of $1.4 billion. But, that said, we 
settled the acquisition of F-16s. There 
has not been any negative opinion 
from [Biden] on this concern,” Erdogan 
stated. His remarks were published in 
the Yeni Safak newspaper and other 
pro-government media.

The Turkish president continued 
to quote Biden by saying: “As we are 
aware, the circumstance is fifty-fifty, 
but I will try my best.”

President Erdogan announced the 
two further discussed collaboration in 
Syria, Afghanistan, the eastern Mediter-
ranean, and Libya, where stresses be-
tween NATO allies Cyprus, Greece, and 
Turkey have increased over struggling 
energy demands. Discussions also cen-
tered on boosted trade and economic 
collaboration, Erdogan announced.

Turkey disputes that the Russian 
weapon system feigns a security haz-
ard, asserting that the S-400s be uti-
lized alone without blending in NATO 
systems. Notwithstanding the initial 
investment controversy, the Turkish 
president has additionally stated his na-
tion could buy a second Russian missile 
system.

The United States and Turkey likewise 
strongly disagree about Syrian Kurd-
ish fighters, as the group is a crucial 
Washington ally in the fight against ISIS. 

Turkey considers the group as “terror-
ists” connected to condemned Kurdish 
militants battling within Turkey and re-
quests that Washington halts its assis-
tance to the group.

“Our nations are allies under NATO; 
we don’t believe our NATO partners 
should be attempting such a situation,” 
President Erdogan stated. However, he 
reemphasized that his nation was ready 
to fulfill another invasion into Syria to 
oust Kurdish fighters if the demand 
arose.

President Erdogan was supposed to 
travel to Glasgow to visit the COP26 
climate summit, yet instead returned 
to his home in Turkey. He later men-
tioned to journalists that a conflict with 
the U.K. regarding “protocol standards” 
was the motive for his choice to skip the 
summit.

So, the deal between Turkey and the 
United States regarding the sale of the 
F-16s is in limbo. We will update you 
further when information becomes 
available.

Biden Vows To Give Best Effort In F-16 
Jets To Turkey

terpol,” Hedges’ wife, Daniel Tejada, 
said.

The organization, which is based in 
France and staffs over 1,000 people, 
is an international police force which 
investigates crimes, issues interna-
tional arrest warrants, and has agents 

across the world helping to arrest 
criminals. However, since 2009, the 
use of Interpol has mainly been to 
harass politicians and entrepreneurs.

The United States plans to ensure 
qualified candidates from law-abiding 
democracies fill the position this year, 

as North America has not had a presi-
dent since the early 1990s.

With the UAE hoping to buy the 
presidency this year, much like China 
did in 2016, it will be up to the U.S. to 
watch for any coups or bribery from 
the country.

BY  HENRY NICHOLAS
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US President Joe Biden 
further undermined global 
perceptions of his country 
at COP26 with a convolut-
ed speech that was pre-
ceded by him being caught 
briefly falling asleep during 
one speaker’s opening re-
marks.

Expectations from the 
public were already low for 
the climate change con-
ference in Glasgow 
brokered by the UN 
before some attend-
ees claimed that the 
absence of China and 
Russia further weakened 
the initiative. Hundreds of 
climate change protestors 
gathered nearby to high-
light the lack of action that 
accompanies the words 
spoken at these events. A 
number of demonstrations 
have been held in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh. It is expect-
ed that the largest demon-
strations will take place on 
the weekend.

Biden’s speech will leave 
many listeners feeling that 
America has stumbled in 
its promises before even 
managing to worry about 
action.

Bemoaning the absence 
of China, Russia and Sau-
di Arabia was a feature 
of Biden’s two-day atten-
dance. China, who take a 

strict approach to 
tackling COVID, po-
tentially saving hun-
dreds of thousands 

of lives, said sending 
the necessary presidential 

team of 100+ people would 
be an unsafe decision re-
garding the pandemic. The 
expected condemnation of 
Russia and Saudi Arabia’s 
climate efforts may have 
been a factor in their ab-
sence, but the accusation 
Biden maintained was a bi-
zarre one.

The president said, “If you 
take a look at gas prices, 
oil prices, that is a conse-
quence of Russia and the 
Opec nations being unwill-
ing to pump more oil.” Some 
may question a climate con-
ference in which the leader 
of the world’s most pollut-
ing and powerful country 
complains about a lack of 
oil flow.

He also announced the US’ 

long-term goal of net-zero 
emissions economy-wide by 
2050, which he proclaimed 
as a “bold action”. This is 
despite the fact that the 
US has historically emitted 
in total, by far, more CO2 
emissions than any oth-
er country, at about 25%. 
China is in a distant second 
at 12% of the historical to-
tal. This gap becomes even 
starker when looked at on 
a per-capita basis, with the 
US population being only a 
quarter of the size.

This past of raising the 
global temperature has 
played a major role in build-
ing the wealth that the US 
holds today. The chasm in 
per capita emissions has in-
spired a “bold” commitment 
from Washington that puts 
the US pledge on par with 
countries such as Thailand, 
South Africa and Brazil.

Biden embarrasses US at COP26
 BY MALLY KAKEMBO
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United Nations call for urgent action to 
support Afghanistan’s banks

Monday’s United Nations call for 
urgent action to support Afghan-
istan’s banks. They warn that an 

increase in Afghans who can-
not repay loans, lower de-
posits, and a cash liquidi-
ty crisis could lead to the 
financial system collapsing 

within months.

The U.N. Development Pro-
gramme stated, in a report of three 
pages on Afghanistan’s financial 
system and banking, that “the eco-
nomic impact of a collapsed bank-
ing system – and the consequent 
negative social effect – would be 
“colossal.”

The abrupt withdrawal of all for-
eign development assistance after 
the Taliban took power in Afghan-
istan on August 15th from the 
Western-backed government has 
caused the economy to plunge into 
chaos. This has put a strain on the 
banking system, which established 
weekly withdrawal limits to prevent 
a bank run.

Afghanistan’s banking and finan-
cial systems are in total chaos. To 
improve Afghanistan’s limited pro-
duction capabilities and to prevent 
the bank system from collapsing, 
the bank-run issue must be ad-
dressed quickly.

International sanctions against 
Taliban leaders make it difficult to 
find a way to avoid a collapse.

“We must find a way that we can 
ensure that if support the banking 

sector, we do not support the Tal-
iban,” Abdallah al Dardari (head of 
UNDP in Afghanistan), told Reuters.

He said, “We are in such dire cir-
cumstances that we need to con-
sider all options and we must think 
outside of the box.” “What was 
three months ago impossible has 
become possible now.”

Before the Taliban took power, 
Afghanistan’s banking system had 
been already in danger. However, 
development aid has dried up and 
billions of dollars worth of assets in 
Afghanistan and have been frozen 
overseas. The United Nations and 
other aid groups are now struggling 
for cash to enter the country.

The UNDP proposes to save the 
banking sector by creating a depos-
it insurance program. This program 
will work to provide liquidity to 
meet short- and long-term financial 
needs. Credit guarantees are also 
included.

UNDP stated in its report that 

coordination with the Internation-
al Financial Institutions (with their 
vast experience of Afghanistan’s fi-
nancial system) would be crucial to 
this process.

Since the Taliban took control, the 
United Nations has warned up to 
the fact that Afghanistan’s economy 
was at risk of collapse. This would 
likely fuel the refugee crisis. UNDP 
stated that it could take many de-
cades to rebuild the banking system 
if it fails.

According to the UNDP, “40% 
of Afghanistan’s deposit stock will 
disappear by the end of this year 
due to withdrawal restrictions and 
current trends.” According to the 
UNDP report, banks stopped issu-
ing new credit and non-perform-
ing loans nearly doubled to 57% by 
September 2020.”

 “Banks may not be able to survive 
if the rate of non-performing loans 
continues,” al Dardari said. And I am 
being optimistic,” al Dardari said.

BY CHRISTINA LEVANDOWSKI
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Bird Flu is back again
In recent days, several cases 

of severe bird flu have been re-
ported to the World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health. This is 
a sign that the virus is rapidly 
spreading again and no signs of 
it ending soon. After previous 
bird flu outbreaks that resulted 
in the culling of many millions 
of birds, the poultry industry 
has been put on high alert by 
the spread of highly pathogen-
ic Avian Influenza. Trade 
restrictions are being im-
posed after these major 
outbreaks.

Because the virus can 
transmit to humans, epidemiol-
ogists are also interested in it. 
China has reported 21 cases of 
H5N6 subtype avian influen-
za-related human infections so 
far in 2019, more than any other 
country to this day.

According to the OIE, South 
Korea reported an outbreak in 
a farm that was housing around 
770,000 chickens on Monday 
which was reported by author-
ities. Sadly, no animals survived 
this. Japan also later reported 
the first winter season outbreak 
of 2021 which took place at 
its poultry farm in the north-
east. This confirms a statement 
by Japan’s agriculture ministry 
from early last week. During this 
outbreak it was determined the 
cause was H5N8.

According to the OIE, Norway 
had reported a bird influenza 
outbreak in Europe. It affected a 
flock of 7,000 birds. Outbreaks 
are most common in seasons 

such as autumn and are 
spread by migrating wild-

birds. After a highly pathogenic 
form of bird flu was discovered 
in an unidentified wild goose, 
the government placed the 
country at increased risk. They 
ordered poultry to be kept in-
doors starting immediately. This 
also follows a similar move that 
France made, which was earlier 
in the month.

All of these signs mean that 
the virus is rapidly spreading 
again for an unknown cause. 
Bird flu is a natural disease that 
circulates among wild birds. It 
can spread from one bird to an-
other when birds migrate to the 
UK in winter from Europe.

Bird flu prevention means an 
area was established to prevent 
the spread of the disease. This 
happened  in Great Britain earli-
er this month after the outbreak 
occurred. This legally requires 
all bird keepers to comply with 
strict biosecurity measures.In 
rare cases, bird flu can also af-
fect humans if they touch the 

droppings, bedding or feathers 
of infected birds or when they 
prepare infected poultry for 
cooking.

These actions will not affect 
the bird flu-free status that the 
country has achieved in Sep-
tember following a previous out-
break of bird flu. France killed 
3 million birds in its southwest 
duck-breeding area last winter 
as it battled the spread of the 
virus to other poultry flocks.

Avian influenza A is also 
known as avian flu and can 
quickly spread to poultry flocks. 
To stop the spread of the dis-
ease, poultry farms and facilities 
must kill birds (sometimes tens 
to millions) of them. According 
to the World Organization for 
Animal Health, the virus can 
cause massive bird deaths with 
a death rate of approximately 50 
percent. This disease can also 
spread to humans very quick-
ly. Experts expressed concern 
about the potential for bird flu 
to spread to humans this year.

BY BREANNA TABOR
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Everything COP26 has managed to 
achieve so far

The highly-anticipated and much-dis-
cussed Cop26 has undoubtedly made 
great strides in certain areas such as 
deforestation, coal, and methane, but 
the absence of some countries in ma-
jor schemes proved a worrying sign 
(Guardian).

Let’s take a look at everything Cop26 
has managed to achieve so far:

Pledges – Prime minister Narendra 
Modi revealed that India intends to hit 
net zero emission by 2070, while gen-
erating half of all electricity used from 
renewable sources by 2030. India is a 
major polluter in the current world and, 
while many believe this pledge to be 
unrealistic, it goes above and beyond 
what has been promised by the likes of 
Saudi Arabia and Russia.

Forests – An agreement was reached 
to stop global deforestation which is 
reducing forest cover and, therefore, 
carbon dioxide absorption. Over 100 
world leaders agreed to reverse all 
deforestation by the year 2030. Bra-
zil, guilty of cutting down huge parts 
of the Amazon rainforest, were among 
the notable signatures.

Methane – Over 90 countries com-
mitted to reducing methane emissions 
by at least 30% by the year 2030.

Coal – 46 countries agreed to phase 

out coal-fuelled power plants, although 
the likes of China, the US, India and 
Australia did not sign.

Future warming – Selwin Hart, spe-
cial adviser to the UN sec-gen on cli-
mate action, claimed the planet is on a 
steep 2.7-degree path in terms of glob-
al warming. However, the International 
Energy Agency was pretty enthusias-
tic about the pledges made by coun-
tries at Cop26. IEA director, Fatih Birol, 
claimed such pledges would limit global 
warming to 1.8 degrees Celsius.

 BY SEB JENKINS

Indian Police Seeking Fake News Spreaders 
After Mosque Attacks

Indian police are now looking for 
the people behind around 100 dif-
ferent social media accounts who 
they deem to be guilty of spreading 
fake news, following mosque mob 
attacks (Guardian).

The attacks in the north-east of 
India started with violence in Tripu-
ra state in October when a right-

 BY SEB JENKINS
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wing Hindu nationalist 
group rally erupted. 
This was thought to 
be a revenge attack 
related to the kill-

ing of multiple Hindu 
worshippers on the bor-

der of Bangladesh.

During the attacks, four mosques 
were damaged, as well as businesses 
and homes owned by Muslims.

The police believe that certain so-
cial media accounts attempted to in-

cite further damage and violence by 
spreading fake news in the form of 
misleading images.

One anonymous senior police of-
ficial revealed: “The accounts iden-
tified were spreading rumours, fake 
news, fake videos and fake photo-
graphs that were not even linked to 
Tripura.

“It is still too early, but everyone 
will be identified and arrested for 
such fabrications.”

102 different social media posts 
were identified by the police in a re-
port released to the media on Satur-
day, as they believed the “unknown 
miscreants” were looking to incite 
conflict between “people of differing 
religious communities”.

After requests from the police 
on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter, 
many of these posts had been de-
leted by the next day. Those that 
remained seemed to focus on the 
Muslim plight within the attacks.

China did not make any earth-shattering new 
commitments

While COP26 ending was not nec-
essarily a notable success, it was also 
not a terrible failure. The meeting 
was adopted by nearly 200 countries 
where for two weeks they engaged 
in intense negotiations in attempts 
to help solve issues involved with 
the planet as a whole. After a year 
filled with the horrors and challeng-
es of climate change, representatives 
began long talks about how to solve 
the issues.

Worsening climate conditions in-
cluding hot droughts, terribles floods, 
water shortages, and storms have 
been ravaging countries across the 
globe. While such things tear through 
the world many countries believe 
that an international agreement may 
never save the day. Even a major 
country like China understands that 
our world can not thrive with the ev-
er-worsening climate conditions.

While China did not make any 
earth-shattering new commitments 
today In 2020, four out of ten re-

newable energy jobs were located 
in China, more than any other single 
country. In Europe climate change 
contributed heavily in the 2003 
heatwave that was harmful to more 
than 20,000 people. One of the big-
gest major poster children for cli-
mate-driven responses is the Great 
Barrier Reef.

On a daily basis the biggest reef 
on Earth is faced with rising tem-
peratures that lead to death of large 
chunks of the reef. The United States 
is a country that sits on the tipping 
point of two major issues – climate 
change disaster and the economics 
of renewable energy beginning to 
drive a national transition away from 
fossil fuels.

While talks continued for days 
many nations could not agree to 

rein in emissions in a time frame that 
is fast enough to avoid the worst 
damage that could be caused by cli-
mate-driven storms, heat waves, and 
droughts. Although in a last minute 
effort India has tried to weaken any 
efforts to phase out coal based in-
dustries. India being a country heav-
ily reliant on coal power still agreed 
to reach net-zero emissions by 2070. 
Other countries such as Saudi Arabia 
and Brazil agreed to reach net zero 
by 2060 and 2050 respectively.

More than 100 countries have 
agreed and signed a pledge at the 
summit to cut methane emissions 
by 30% by 2030. Another coalition 
of countries have agreed to halt de-
forestation 2030, including coun-
tries like Brazil and Russia which are 
heavily- forested. Even with all of 
these pledges it still is not projected 

 BY  CONOR LA ROUCHE
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Russia’s Arrest of Ilya Sachkov Sends a Clear Warning

At 35-years-old, Ilya Sachkov, one 
of Russia’s biggest tech minds, was 
arrested on treason charges. Sources 
say that Sachkov will be detained for 2 
months and could possibly go to prison 
for 20 years. Although the facts of the 
case remain unclear, there are numer-
ous theories surrounding Sachkov’s ar-
rest.

According to sources at the Russian 
news source, Tass, Sachkov has been 
accused of sharing information — in-
cluding Russian secrets — with foreign 
intelligence agencies. He denies the 
charges. For many, these charges came 
as a shock, especially considering Sac-
hkov’s positive reputation throughout 
the country. Sachkov was continuous-
ly in the good graces of the Russian 
government. He was featured in the 
spread “Forbes 30 Under 30” and had 
been seen in photos with many Russian 
entrepreneurs and officials, including 
Vladimir Putin.

The primary reason for Sachkov’s 
meteoric rise to success was his com-
pany, Group-IB. Group-IB specializes 
in finding and preventing various cy-
ber-attacks. It is a globally successful 
company and boasts numerous inter-
national clients, including Interpol. In 
fact, Group-IB has assisted Interpol 
on some huge cyber-attack cases. Last 
year, it took part in a case that led to 
the arrest of three Nigerian men re-
sponsible for hacking 50,000 different 
companies. Earlier this year, it helped 

stop a Moroccan hacker who was at-
tacking French telecommunications 
companies and banks.

Despite massive success in Russian 
business — such as deals with Al-
fa-Bank, Sberbank, and Rostec — Sac-
hkov wished to reach beyond Russia. 
Though already experienced in work-
ing with international clients, the com-
pany recently moved their headquar-
ters to Singapore, a move that cost 
the company $30 million and 90 new 
employees. However, Group-IB was 
doing incredibly well; in fact, they were 
preparing for an IPO on a foreign ex-
change.

Despite the cryptic and classified 
arrest of its CEO, Group-IB is set to 
continue operating, business as usu-
al. In an official statement, Group-IB 
claimed that Dmitry Volkov, the co-
founder and chief technology officer, 
will be handling Group-IB’s leadership. 
The company also said that they are 
“confident in the innocence of the CEO 
and his business integrity.” The compa-
ny is working alongside its legal team 
to sort out the details of the charges 
and impending case.

Although the details of Sachkov’s ar-
rest and charges have remained clas-

sified, some people are demanding 
to know more information about the 
case. Russia’s business ombudsman, 
Boris Titov, wrote online that it was 
“necessary for investigators to explain 
themselves. Otherwise the sector and 
its investment attractiveness will be 
dealt a critical blow.” Titov believes 
that withholding information about 
the Sachkov arrest will cause problems 
for the Russian cybersecurity sector in 
general. Indeed, such arrests — with-
out context — could sully the reputa-
tion of these otherwise well-respected 
businesses and companies.

Unfortunately, Sachkov is only the 
most recent person in a long line of 
established Russian people who have 
been arrested on treason charges in 
the last few years, a line that includes a 
former journalist, scientists, and other 
cyber-security officials.

Considering the fact that the Russian 
government has repeatedly received 
and subsequently denied cyber-attack 
allegations, it’s certainly possible — 
and perhaps even likely — that they are 
systematically exerting control over 
the cyber-security industry in their 
country. Indeed, exerting such control 
would put them at less risk of being 
caught in the future.

to reduce emissions fast enough to 
keep the world within the critical 1.5 
Celsius limit by 2100. Currently the 
world is on track to increase by 1.8 
degrees celsius of warming by 2100. 
While 1.8 degrees is a solid improve-
ment on previous pledges it still is 
not enough to stop the higher tem-
peratures from fueling more destruc-

tive storms.  At the same time many 
poorer countries blame richer coun-
tries saying that they are responsible 
for the bulk of climate emissions and 
that their countries are suffering the 
most. While these countries are very 
disappointed in the fact that COP26 
has ended mostly with promises that 
their pleas would be addressed in the 

near future. In an unpresented move 
the United States and China have 
agreed to work together to “strength-
en and accelerate climate action and 
cooperation” in the short term. This 
is the first time the biggest emitters 
of climate change related materials 
have ever agreed to do so.

 BY  RANDY WHITEHEAD
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Target announces that it will no longer open 
its stores on Thanksgiving Day

BY CHRISTINA LEVANDOWSKI

Tis the season for holiday clos-
ings. As the holiday season quick-
ly approaches, Target announc-
es that it will no longer open its 
stores’ doors on Thanksgiving 
Day!

The retail giant introduced the 
policy last year to minimize crowds 
to help prevent the spread, but 
because the response was over-
whelmingly positive it decided to 
close again, but this time perma-
nently.

Target CEO Brian Cornell’s deci-
sion to close the doors for good 
came after a visit to New York and 
New Jersey where workers shared 
they were glad to have the holiday 
to spend with loved ones. “What 
started as a temporary measure 
driven by the pandemic is now our 
new standard,” CEO Brian Cornell 
said to Target employees.

Major retailers, including Target, 
were forced to close their doors 
last year due to the ongoing pan-
demic. Although no other major 
company has announced any per-
manent changes to their Thanks-
giving policy, stores like Walmart, 
Kohl’s, and Best Buy will close 
their doors again this year.

This news doesn’t come as a 

shock, as many Americans enjoy 
receiving the same deals over a 
longer period of time.

Despite closing last year, Target 
saw a 17% increase in sales during 
the holidays. Target began pro-
moting holiday sales as early as 
October and increased the num-
ber of products available to pre-
vent a shortage of high-demand 
items.

Holiday shopping in the U.S. has 
changed drastically over the years 
as retailers host their deals and 
events significantly earlier than in 
previous years. According to The 
National Retail Federation, holi-
day sales were up 8.2% in 2020 
and are expected to shatter the 
record in 2021.

Stores like Nordstrom and Cost-
co, which never opened its door 
for Thanksgiving, will continue to 
respect the holiday and remain 
closed.

In previous years, stores would 
typically open around 5 or 6 p.m. 

to kick off Black Friday deals ear-
ly. The practice of opening on 
Thanksgiving began nearly a de-
cade ago, but many stores re-
ceived criticism for forcing thou-
sands of people to work on the 
holidays instead of giving them 
time off to enjoy their loved ones. 
The public outcry for Thanksgiv-
ing day closures has since faded 
over the years as workers’ rights 
groups shift their focus to bigger 
issues like minimum wage, bene-
fits, and labor demands.

Most of the sales this holiday 
weekend are expected to occur 
online despite the majority of 
Black Friday shoppers returning 
to shop in person this year.

It looks like Target’s decision to 
push Black Friday and Cyber Mon-
day has sparked a movement in 
the retail world. Will other major 
retailers rush to follow in Target’s 
footsteps to keep doors closed on 
Thanksgiving Day as they contin-
ue to see rising holiday sales?
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What Are the Best Languages to Learn in 2021?

Learning a foreign language is a 
dream to many people across the 
globe. For some, it is a means to cap-
ture wanderlust, and others a way to 
connect more deeply with friends, 
family, and cultures around the world. 
If you have ever dreamed of learning 
a second language, but are not sure 
where to start, read on for a list of 
some of the best languages to learn in 
2021. 

This list below looks at language in 
terms of practicality, difficulty, and en-
tertainment. With that said, the very 
best language to learn is the one that 
you are passionate about and willing 
to stick with. 

1. French 

 To many, French is the language of 
love and sophistication. But French is 
also a historically important language, 
which is growing in importance across 
the globe. French will be a great lan-
guage to learn, whether you are after 
culture, business, or just want some-
thing accessible for a native English 
speaker.

In terms of difficulty, French is one 
of the easiest languages for native En-
glish speakers to learn. According to 
the Foreign Language Institute (FSI), 
French is a Category I language, the 
group of languages that can be learned 
to fluency the quickest for an English 
speaker. Other languages in Category 
I include Danish, Dutch, and Spanish. 

In terms of practicality, French is the 

4th most spoken language in the world 
with over 280 million speakers world-
wide. Additionally, it is a prominent 
language in business and diplomacy 
used in the United Nations, European 
Union and more. 

French is also a common language 
in a wide array of popular culture and 
entertainment. For example, Netflix 
released a hit TV show Lupin in 2021. 
Meanwhile, some of the world’s most 
popular music is produced in French, 
like the electronic artist Stromae. 
France is also home to some of the 
most world-renowned art and fashion 
institutes in the world. 

2. Korean

 Korean is becoming one of the 
world’s most popular languages, as 
South Korea’s mass media garners 
worldwide appeal. From K-Pop to 
K-Dramas, chances are you have al-
ready enjoyed some variety of media 
that was predominantly in Korean. 

Korean is considered a Category V 
language, the most difficult bracket of 
foreign languages according to FSI. It 
is in a group of languages that include 
Arabic, Japanese, and Chinese with no 
clear connection to the English lan-
guage. Another factor that increases 
the difficulty for native English speak-

ers is the unique writing system. How-
ever, the alphabet is quite easy and 
fun to learn! 

Korean is a very valuable language to 
learn if you are interested in diploma-
cy. South Korea and the United States 
are still in an active dispute with North 
Korea. Because the geopolitics of the 
region are so important, and given the 
relative difficulty of the language, the 
US government and military will al-
ways need proficient Korean speakers 
within their rank.

The entertainment industry of South 
Korea appears to only be exceeded 
by Hollywood. One South Korean TV 
show, Squid Game is to be reportedly 
worth $900 million to Netflix. In mu-
sic, Boy band “BTS” consistently tops 
the US music charts. 

3. Spanish 

 If you live in the United States, Span-
ish might be the single best language 
for you to learn. Not only is Spanish 
a global language, but it is also one of 
the most spoken languages within the 
States. Additionally, the language is a 
part of many different vibrant cultures 
from Europe to South America. 

In the US economy, native Spanish 
speakers are prominent in all levels 

 BY  LIAM FLYNN 
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Covid-19: life may be returning to normal in 2022

After nearly two long years of re-
strictions due to Covid-19 concerns, 
life may be returning to normalcy 
in 2022. For many, the lock-downs, 
virtual offices, zoom meetings and 
school, are weighing down our spirits. 
Our minds and hearts are yearning 
for a vacation. It will soon be time to 
seriously consider if we are anxious 
to venture out and enjoy the world 
once again. Are you ready for an ad-
venture?

National Geographic recently 
put out its list for the “Best of the 
World 2022” list. Here are a couple 
of options to consider. A new cycling 
route, begun in 2015, has recently 
been completed in France, and takes 
the traveler on a scenic tour of over 
130 towns along the Seine River. This 
route starts in Paris and passes by 
the home of Claude Monet with its 
gardens at Giverny, the former home 
of Napoleon Bonaparte, and the Mu-
seum of Impressionism. You can rent 
bicycles and pedal your way through 
many historic sites, beautiful land-
scapes, amazing architecture, and 
picturesque villages. La Seine a Velo 

has its own website with a trip-plan-
ning tool to assist you in customizing 
your experience. After entering your 
starting place and destination, it will 
map out a recommended route. It 
offers information such as total dis-
tance and traveling time, as well as 
showing you elevations along the 
route and a turn by turn map. Sounds 
like a wonderful way to get out and 
explore, doesn’t it?

If you are more inclined to stay 
Stateside, you may consider Northern 
Minnesota, as your destination. This 
remote area on the US border with 
Ontario, Canada, is certainly off the 
beaten path, and offers a wilderness 
experience like few others. If you are 
traveling between September and 
February, you may get to observe the 
Northern Lights, a spectacular display 
of Nature’s beauty, without having 
to travel to the Arctic Circle. In the 

more populated cities of the region, 
you may enjoy such activities as an 
axe throwing experience in Minneap-
olis, or a scavenger hunt adventure in 
St. Paul. Tourist attractions include a 
top ski area in the Lutsen Mountains, 
Aerial Lift Bridge in Duluth, Goose-
berry Falls State Park, or the North 
Shore Scenic Railroad, also located in 
Duluth. Silver Bay area includes Black 
Beach, a family friendly lakeside area, 
for a restful retreat with hiking trails 
and other activities.

Wherever your travels take you, 
be sure you do your research on the 
area and activities you are interest-
ed in. Contact an experienced travel 
agent for expert advice. Don’t for-
get to investigate what requirements 
are in force for the area you wish to 
visit and be careful to observe all 
Covid-19 protocols and recommen-
dations. Happy travels!

BY KATHY MALOUF

from blue collar to white collar work. 
Teachers can benefit from learning 
Spanish, as reportedly 3.8 million stu-
dents speak Spanish as their first lan-
guage. 

Spanish, like French, is a Category I 
language as one of the easier languag-
es for a native English speaker to learn. 
With a similar alphabet and common 
connections to Latin, Spanish is an 

accessible language to learn. What’s 
more, because of its prominence there 
is no shortage of learning materials. 

Finally, Spanish is fun! From Reggae-
ton in the music world, or movies and 
television produced in Spain, there is 
no shortage of entertainment that can 
be accessed as a fun learning aid. 

Conclusion

 Consistency and immersion are the 
keys to learning a foreign language. 
The best language for you to learn, is 
one where you will stick to it. But the 
languages above have no shortage of 
exciting materials to learn from and 
can benefit your career. If you want to 
dive into the world of language learn-
ing, these languages might be a great 
jumping off point.





COVID-19 threatens the World 
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